Decision Yo. /(° 72//7( . '\w:“ g@g&\@&&

BEFORE TZE RAILZ0AD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFQZINIA

C. Z. IEATEZRMAN, PETER DELANEY,
IOUISA Y. BARTIETT, XATE CRUMP,
M28. Co A. WZNZZL, C. P. NY3ZRG,
S. Z. I00® snd D2. 7. H. WALRKER,
Complelinants,
' Case No. 2151.
vS.
COXSOLIDATED WATER & DEVELOPMENT
COLPANY,
Defendant.

James E. Barker, for c¢arplainants.

P. Walton Brown, £or defendant.

'BY TEZ COMMISSION:

OPIXNIOXN

In this proceeding complaint is made thot the water
service rondered by the Consolidated Water and Development Com-
pany, & corporation, In & tract kuown as the North Moneta Gardens,
ad joining Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, is insdequaete snéd insul-
ficient, =nd thet the company is accepting sdditionsl consummers
outside 1tz service ares, which will further reduce the aveilable
SRPPLY €0 the present consumers.

The compeny in its answer admits that ot times the serv-
ice has been insdequate, dut alleges that the sexvice res been
improved snd is now satizfactory; that no consumers outside the
service aros arec belng gliven service; and thet the company i3
Planning w0 acquire and instell additionel facilities £or pro-

ducing water for use in this tract.




A public hoering in this metter was hAeld before Exam-
iner Willisms at Los Angeles after all imterested porties Lad
been notified and given an opportunity t0 appear asnd 'be ALcard.

The defendont owns snd operates severcl sSmall water
systems in Loc Angeles County. Tho system serving North Monets
Gardens is seéarate and iszolated Lrom the other properties of
thais utility. XNorth Momete Gardens Tract, conprising an ares of
480 zcres, was originally subdivided intoe lots énd acre trects.
The present water supply is obtained £rom & twelve-inch cased
well locgted on the tract znd pumped into & 50,000 gallon'stor-
age tenk located upon a twenty-f£oot tower Lrom which it iz dis-
trituted by graviity to the corsumers. The distribtution systex
consizsts of mainge varying from 2 inches to 12 inches in diameter.
Trhere are ot prosent avoul 250 sctive consumers oﬁ tho systexm sné
45 Ineetive cexvice comnections to promises which haeve not yot
been occupled. Although the majority of consuxers use water only
for domestic purposes, during the summer montas water is sold for
agriculturel purposes tc 15 uszers, who irrigate a total of adomt

160 acres.

The testinmony of the compleinents shows that during

oach suxzer, perticulerly duxiag the months of Jume exd July,

the water pressure has been very low and the quantity of water
supplied the consumers insufficient for ordinsry domestic and
senitary purposes; and that it has been necessary Lor some of
the concumersz t¢ purchase bottled water £or cooking and drink-
ing purpoces becawse of the offexnzive 0dor and unpleasant taste
of the water.

Eapresentativés of the cowpany sdmitted that hereto-
fore the compsny's proportiecs had beem poorly and improperly managed
bat showed tat this was no lomger the case simce July, 1925, st

which time the sdministration and operation of the company hsd beex




completely changed and reorganized by placing the company’s a=
falirs in the hands of an erngineering firm specislizing in water
works management. According to the company the low pressures ¢om-
vlained o were due‘ to tho wnregnlated irrigation use during 't:he
day and to the worm-out anéd lesking condition of certain pipe
lines. Domestic service conditions were imprévoa. by restricting
irrigation sexrvice %o the evening zund night and the replacement
of some 900 feet 0f leaky mains with new pipe.

The .eviaenca shows however that tae present water sup~
Ply is insdequate for the requirements of the comit& and that
in order %0 render the kind of service which the consumers are en-

titled o receive it will be necessary to obtain additional water

exd replace the remining leaky poxtiong of the' distridution sys-

tom. Do this end the company has alrealy acauizred o well uwpoxn
lend sdjacent to the tract served asnd intonds to install the nece-
essery pumping equipment to produce aa additiomi wa.toé 3TPDLY .
Assurance was gliven the Co:ﬁnission that the replecing of worn~out
raine would be continued as raplidly as possible until c¢oxpleted.
Iz case the improvements installed 4o not provide‘ adeguate press~
wre it may be necesceary Lor thé coupany +o install a booster plant
oxr other pumping ecuipment capable of Iincreasing the pressure on
the distridution systen.

The complaint ageinct the quality of water arises prin~-
cipally frow tho presence of sulphmr which at times results in s
water with o disagreeadle taste and 040r, especially where circula-
tion ILs poor. Analyses mede of the water by the State Zosxd of
Health indicate that the water is not injurious and is safe for
human consumption. Tho elimination of dead-onds on the dlstridbu~
tion system, in conjunction with ZLrequent flushings of the mains,
will greetly improve the quau';y of the water. Tho irstallation

of = simple device at the wells £or the seration of the water is
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alco recommended to improve the conditions complained of.

One otzer matter hac been the source of conmsiderable In-
convenience to meny of the comsumers on thaic sy:-;tem, end that is
the Lact that there is at prosont no provision on or nesr the area
served whereby the water bills may be paid. The prosent practice
of the company is ©0 malil the monthly watexr dvills to the consumers
fron its Los Angeles office. These bills must be paid dy msil or
by calling at the company’s office in Los Angeles. Axrrangements
should be made 8t once to have some store Or resident located on
or near %the tract suthorized $o0 recelivo payment of water bills for
the company.

The company was directed st the hearing to submit &
staterent sotting Lforth its program of improvements on tho tract.
This statement was filed and showed that the company proposes to
install o pumping plent on s new well located near Williams end
Rosenkranz Avenuves, and have same in Operation e.ﬁd. connected to
ivs distrzibtution mains by lsy 1, 1926.

Although the tostimony shows that sexrvice conditions at
present are adeguate yet the demand for water is not us great dur-
ing %c winter as it will Be in the spring and summer months. Nor
this reason the sdditiomel well showld be equipped Loxr service not
Laver than the fifteenth of Marchk, 1926.

The Commissdion mecognizes the fact thet it is extremely
difficult £for small utilities operating under such cmditions as
exicst on this syé‘cem T0 render adeguate sexrvice promptly for both
domestic usge =ond agriculturel irrigation purposes. Thls system is
one 0f several in the county struggling throuwgh the tramsition per-
10d between irrigation snd domestic sexrvice. It is spparent that
this company can not properly serve 1te domestic comzumers witaout
S0 regulating tae hourzs for irxrigation as to prevent interference

with domestic use. The following order will provide for the amending
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of the company’s rulez and regulations resvtricting irrigation,use
to night hours &nd for tze installstion of edditionsl water 3u@ply‘&hd~-
voaping Laciliti es.

Jornel complaint having been f£iled against the Consoli~
dated Water amd Development Company as ontitled above, 2 public

hesring baving been held thereon, the metter having been submitted

and the Coxmission deing now fully informed in the matter,
IT IS ZEREBY ORXDERED:

l. Thet the Consolidated Water and Development Company,
& corporation, file with this Commission within thire-
ty (30) days from the date of this oxdex, sn smend~
manf %o its rules end regulations providing Lor the
restriction of the use of water for sgricultursl ir=—
rigation purposes served by its North Monete Gardens
system, t0 such hours during the dsy and night as
will 0t waredsonebly interfero With the domestic

use.

That Conzolidated Water and Development Company
shall witain teiwty (20) days fLrom the date of tais
order, file with this Commission, subject to its
gpproval, detalled vlans Zoxr the development znd
instsllation of ax additionsal and adequete water
supply for its North Moneta Gardens system, together
With the necessary pumping equipment and connecting
pipes and nmaing, said instellations to be completed‘

and resdy Zor sexvice on or before the 15th day of
Mareh, 1926. ' |

V47,




Teat Consolidated Water and Development Compeny
file wita vthis Commission monthly for & period of
cix months from the date of this order, & state-
nent showing tho length, sizo and locstion oFf all
mains Oor pipe lines instelled foxr the purpose of
replacing existing mains or pipe lines on its

XNoxrth Monete Gardens systen.

The effective dote of this oxder shall be twenty (20)
days sfter the sexrvice thereof.
—  Dated at San Framcisco, Califormis, this o M/ day
onﬁ:m:.usr l926.
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