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SEFORE TEE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF TZE STMTE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY OF :‘.LA.?"OOP..IL. s mm.;cipal
corporation, L. EH. RITTLAN et al.,
- Complainants, ;
w. Cese No. 21856.
WEST SIDE %.!EER CO"""ANY e COTTOT=
mtion,
Defendant.

T N N e e e N N s s

E. F. Britten, for complainants,
Claflin & Zambert, dy R. 3. lembert,
' Lor defondant. .

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Phis 15 o csse brought By the City of Maxlcopa and

I. E. Dittmen et al. versus the West Side Ws.‘te:- Company, & nubi’ic
| u‘cilmy water comany, whica fu::niohe- water for domestic and com-
" mercial nurpo.;es in end in the vicinity of the town of .Ea:icoya.,
Xoxn Cmmty. | |

comolainanté allege in effect tha*‘thé wazer‘fuxnisned

by defendant West Side Wa.ter Conmpany is of ver:,r poor queli'cy a.ncl
wafit for &rinking purposes; thet the nz'inﬁr'-‘ which furnish tae
watexr delivered to consumers are unsenitery snd nov properly pro--
tected asain....t vollution; thaet tae water swoply iﬂ insuf:ﬁicien‘t
for the requirements of the community;. fcba.'t the rates cna:cge& for"
wator service ore unreasondbly high end excesszive; end. tbm: the
We.-,tem Tater Company, & co:pom‘cion erving water aa 8 po:ol.:.c

ﬁtil;tyv"ao consmuers in the City of Ia.:Et,. ond in _Fellows, ‘Sha.le ,

s




and adjacent ‘cq?:ritdrj, has pive lines in the‘immedia.'te vieinity
of Yaricope end is ready snd willing ead hes tho facilities to
supply water to lMaricops et a.. chosver rate tn_n charged by defena,-
sat. Dhe COmmis sion there ore is reguestod to direct defendsnt -tg |
improve service conditions snd reduce exdisting re..:\;es or pefmit the
sald Westera Water Compmany 0 Serve the ‘comnru.nity;_

By way of cnewer defendant entored a genersl ‘denial. of
the essential allega:tions in the complaint and a.lleged that 'the
water supyly is ample for the needs of the commnity °erved ad
thot the qo.a.li'ty is ver:,rv good snd hes been approved by tJ;m S‘ca‘cg
Board of Fealth. | | | | |

A fpv.blic bearing in this metter was hold ‘before Examiner .
Satterwhite at Maricopa sfter all interested parties had been Guly
notified and given an oppo?tmity %0 bhe.present and Dbe 'héa.:&._

5. I. %.gy owns - and operates the'defende.nt mater ays.‘:;m
wnder the fictitious name and s‘cyle of Wezt Side Wa't:er Compa.ny.

The entire wa.ter supply is ob'cainea. by vuxrchoese arder contra.ct mta
the Wagy Bs.nnn Wator Coxpany, a corporntion, also owped and o;pea:-—
ated by said J. I. Wagy. This lotter comwoa.ny owns a.nd controls
the rights 0 the £1ow of four sprimgs, Located im Venturs County

about 18% miles from Mericopa. The £low of these‘s;prin'éa 13 sp~

proximately 550 barrels per day, or 1.79 minér,"s' inches'dui-ing the

tnrée driest montas of the yoer, "snd 'IQOO ‘n_a.n-éls. per‘ daﬁr or 3.25

miner's inches during tie remalning nino moﬁ‘ché', resu;;‘ai-né In en

s.ve:aée over the yoar of 2.89 minerf's'inchee ver d.‘e.y.‘ Dé:ﬁendé.hﬁ

Fest Side Wa.tei' Company receives delivery of thds water at fts

tanks {n Mericope £rom which oll distribution is made by 'graﬁfcy. .
The distribu.ti’on system conteins approxizatoly 6,344

. feet of mains va.rying Lrom :L" to 4" in diameter. On S‘éptemblér

20, 1920, there wore 409 a.ctive service connectionc. Phe comna.ny

hes o ena.::-e.'ce ﬁre msin systen 00t in eny way connected v:itb’ *he |
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éomestic plant, the source of supply beling from tae xlipstein
springs, waich produce & water not °uitable for aome¢tic consump—
tioxr.
 Defendant pays ten conts ver barrel 1t the VWegy Rench

Tater COmpény wnder 2 céntract for 21l water reéeived forrdompstié‘-
purposes and f£ive cents per baxrel for sll curplus over domestic
reqizements; s0ld for commercisl use. | |

In order that tiae Commission might have before it for
consideration all matters invoiﬁing‘the rates ond methodz of op~
eration of the defendant compeny, it caused 1o be Lssmod wpon its
own notion & ;nvestigauion of the affeirs of the Wagy Rounch Watex
cOmnany This metter wes deoign_tea Case Xo. 2193 and hesxrd joint—
iy with the com bluint herein by‘-tinnlation of all in«erested n&xh
ties. However, by resson of the &iversity of the matters involved
the Commission considered it sdviseble o render separete doci~ ’q
sions In these two cases. | | |

The rates now charged by the T eot Side beer Comnany
wefe'éstablisheﬁ by the Reilroad Commission in Decision ¥ ;8975,'
dsted Moy 14, 1921, end sre ss Zollows: |

STAND PIPE

Jrom 1 to 25~barrels of water, @0.15 ver hazrrel.
."25" 50 1w ﬂ Ol ”
50.barrols and B00VE . . ... 0.10 v

-

UETERS

to 50 barrel° of wnxer,$.l ver barrel.
" 100 mow 910" T ow
" T Q. 09_ '
7 A T Q.08
v T 0.07
Winimuam chazge (16 bole.or less)z.OO

| BOPTIED WATER

Gless botmleﬂ and galv. Zron cans,
S gellons delivered. . « .« . o . . . %O 35
Delmvaries by tazk truck:
Tegon sales, 40¢, 50¢ ond 60¢ per
burrel devending on distance.

L Teport wes presented by C. I. Rhkodes, consulting;en- ',
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gloeer £or complalnants, in which the origlnel cost of the paysicel

properti o5 of the defendant West Side “;Ve.fer Compeny wag estimated
to be §38,3l1, tae deprocietion ity c-dmpated' by tae 6% sinking
fand method to be .$l,096’, and the future spmual opmtiﬁs eXpensec
estimeted to de #13,735, besed upon th:e. vurchased water gt tho
sssumed rete of 3% cents per ban_-é:_L in liew of the oxisting rate
02 10 cozts ond 5 cents per barrel. | |

D. E. Herroun, one 0f the Commlssicn’s hydreulic ’ensi:;eérs,
vresanted & report i which the physical PrOPOTrts oS Were 'ammée& 7
et $38,345 bozed npop_thel former rato base es of December 5, 1920 :
devermined by tae C'ommie;'rlon_for tais vsystém, with ad&i'tiona end’ |
bettorments to and in‘cl'a:diﬁs Septenber 5(5:,“1925.” The' cteprecia‘;;i‘oz:‘

' amnuity was -“‘oundﬁ t0 he :;,1 083. 'Eoweve* ""c.‘ai'* amﬁify wzé’bdséd’ '

. upon the orfgfmel smureisel weich wee com-o.z'ted by t2e cming fund
zethod ..t 6;"23 <ad upon the addftions and hettementa :.:.1: Sﬁ. A re-
comnuua.‘c* on of the ;..nna.:.ty at 5% ..mountea to $1, 1’29 “f tne an.-:.‘.!.y-
3is of the operating expenses ‘cae Commiasion’" enc,.'z.neer es ti...&
the normal annual mn»en...nce aad onerating exomse» to be §;.7 850
exclusive of purchaged water, which :‘.’oz-_ tze lost perioa of twelve'
months cvaileble smownted to $15,365 at the ‘pre.;.en‘c combrect ot
Mg o total charge of $23,215. o appraise&em of the water
propertios or estimete ofope.mting expences was submi?c‘:ed bﬁr de-'--
:fénaant.‘ | | -

 Srom tho foregoing Pgures it Will be secn thet SPHToX=
imotely 667: of thq operating expenses of this water = uteﬁ: is’\di-
rectly cttribatedle 1o tho prico void for its water supply to £he' '
Togy Zench Tetor Company. AS tb.c recult of the above mentionmed in-
vestigation on the c:ommis lon’s ow notion into the reaoonablene"
of vh.i-.. “e charged by the l...t'ter company, the ...omer xate of 20
¢ents por bexrrel Loxr the aomec"cic ‘water snd S conts per b..:r:re.a for :

all surplus wes found oxcessive and oxzdored reducccl %o 450 0425 for
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all wa.ter delivered (Decision Xo. /400 & of thia conmis .ton,‘
renderea. .,hig cl,.y in Case Yo. 2193. ) Substituting tb.is »oduced
xate for purchased water the amsuel oner&iting and maintez':a.ﬁc:e'char-“
sés s set out in thc reoor‘t of the commi°sion s engineer Wou‘.l.a ‘co-‘
Tl $15,260, esmounting to 2 redu.ction of g little mo::e then o.ne/

Bol? of the emm heretofore paid £or purciased water.

The onnusl chargec- based 'ccpon ‘tb.a f.cguros given above
will be as follows: |

2etarn at 8% on 338,345 . . . . . . %o;OéS

De*orcciation eoMAtY.e .« o o . e o . L,179
thenmce cnd operation expense . 5 160 -

POLOLe + » o o o » . 3b s,ZG’Y

The revenues of thic company b.ave been oz foilows: 1922,

$25,121; 1925, $18,663; 1924 £20,973. | |

' It is awa.ren'c tna" tho exi..;ting rates of tals comn..ny
waer con°idered in conjurction with tb.e reduced cost of m.ter are
‘now producing .,omewhs.t 20re thamn a falr net return wpon the inve.st-‘
ment and tna.t the conuumoru are entitled t0 & reduction in rates. .
The order in this cese will 'orov:a.de <or a read justment in The ex=
ic'ting rate chedu_'z.e which will 'oroduce a fa.ir net return to 'ime
water company 2nd &u tho seme time lessen tae burq.ep wpon ,.,b.e con-
Samers. ‘ |

‘ Altnorcgh complaint wes mede a.se..m...‘t the botab.s.li‘ty and
general qxzali‘ty of the water di%ribu.ted foxr domeztic and commer=
ci_l rurposes, yet the evidence clea:r:ly shows tihet the water Ob- -
teined from t.he 'Ea.gy Renck, i not only of ve:cy good qu.....l.a.‘ty v.nd
‘in 1o way ir.:}u.r:‘.om to health, bdut is rerkaps one oi’.‘ the bevt v.ra:tor
supvlies in the entire dlstrict 90 Lax as qm-:lit is concemed. ‘
As & matter of fact water teken directly f.rom the malians of thi°
comna.ny for years has been bottled ond s0ld in M ‘Teft and other -

Places for drinking yurvoses.

Testimony indicated that &t times in tho pest the sprimge

-
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of the Wegy Ranch Water Company hed 1ot been sdecuately »rotecited
against pollution Zrom grazing cettle dut at‘the,time.of 4tho hosr-
iﬁg in this cese the former redwood bbxes housing the Springs ped
beeﬁ replaced with concrete sfructares f.n 'comﬁliance K “an. reson~
mexxc‘i:sa::::%‘.c»:t'~~ of the St e Boa.rd of. Zealth, axd it .a.s.: bolieved tha.t
precticelly o1l cemses o*’ comlaint from tals souxce ha.ve alrea.dy
been remedied. Eovzaver, groater care ghould he: Qxerci.secl. :.n tbe,l
future +0 exclude stmy ca.ttle':t‘::om the :I.mmediq;to proxinity to- thece
springs. - | -

Water £rom the Iﬂ..upetein springs is h.igb.ly wineralized,

lat..ble, subject to contarination, and hes boen condemned by "
the 3oard of Fealth e wnsafe for humsn consumption. Waile tae -
evidence shows tast this water seversl yesrs agd was mixed with the |
Wegy Ronch supply fLor delivery in Maricopa, yot this proctice was -
&iscontinued sbout throe yesrs ago sud the iainﬁoin water Lo oniy
been used in the fire sTsten, wh..z.ch 4s not connected Inm any wa.y v'i'bh
‘c.ae aOmestic dictriba tion syzten.

Tb.e tern’.'tory in and ebout Maricopa ic vo:::r dry and .rid- :
a.;,e;oc;d supply of potedle water is necezsarily very ai.zficult o ob—-
w.in The geries of very dry yecrs waich has vis mod\ tbi.., cec‘tﬁ.on
of the ztate ha.c ser;.ou.sly mer.a.cea 'tb.e productivity of ..13. 'anae:r:- "
grovand water °uvolieu in %he diutrict. Tor the protection of 'the
domx eotic wa.ter service cmri.ns tne suxeer it ig recommon&ed ‘tha.'t: 20
defondan* telko steps o obtain & Standby or suxilisry service con-
nect;on from the Western ’Ja.ter Compeny’s meins, Wbs.cl;. are not fer '
distent frox iaricope. This sdditi onal’ source of water wd‘ald -a.m'é;ly
rrotect the comumers in Mcoya during the per::.od of low :Elm of
the Wegy Rench Springs and would of tie ssme time inaw:e %o those

consuzers on adequ...te °upply of water to Which they ...:re nght-"a.lly
entitled.. ‘

Cexteln compleintz involving low water pressuron ore

being remegied‘ by the replacing of smell pive wi’ch"mé.ins', of greatoxr |




cepacity. The working pres sures th:oughou‘t tae outire sys'tem; in
the meer fature will ‘be reasonably ..ati.:::a.ctory as tke o sult of

these improvements..

Comnlad.n‘c .having been me.d.e to this Commis sion 28 ent...ﬁ.ed..
above, o pu‘clic hearing having boen held the::edn, and the matter
having been *ubm.ut‘ted.

It I=~ Eoreby Found as a Fact that the ratos now cbarged

’hy J. I. Wegy, oporating under the fictitious neme and 3tyle of
Weé‘t Side Weter Company, Zor water supplied to kis ¢onsumers are
unfust and unreasonadle in $0 Lar &3 they diffor from the sates
heroin estadblished, and that the rates herein established are just
apd reasonsble rates to be char‘gedqfor the service renderod.

And besing its oxder on t.ae foregoing finding of fact

‘ ‘a.nd on the fuxrthexr statemn_t of fact containod_in,the opinior_x which*

procedes t.a.is order, , , .
T IS E&‘ZEB‘Z OZDERED 'that J. I. Wagy, opara.ting wadex t.:xe
fic‘l:i‘tiou... name and style of Weat Side Water c:ompemy, be an@. ne ie
neredy autnorized to file with txis Commis sion within ton (lO) days.
fron the date of this order the following _ra.te to be cns.rged :t‘.’or
a1l service rondered on ami after Merca 1, 1926:
| STAND PIFE

Prom 1 to 25 barrels of water pur x::on*.:h. . ,,O....o nor bPRl.
m 2w 50 " e .. 02k " o om
50 barrels or water aud over T T . Q.10 ™ %

MET.’E? RLTES

From 1 %o 100 oa.rrels of wa.'ter per monta . 50.08 per bol.
mio0 ™ 50 T Q.07 ™
Over . &0 "7 i " r.on .06 T 7
Windmun cagrge (25 berrels or lLoss). . . . 2,00 per month.
Mre aydrants, per montk, each . . . . . .« 4.50

BOTTLED WLTER

Fless vottles wd gelv. iron cans, 5 gallons |
dolivered. . P e ® v e s e e e
Deliveries by tank truck: ‘
'Wagon sales, 404, 50¢ cnd 60¢ por barrel,

depending on distance. . L




IT IS EEREBY FURTIER ORDERED that the West Side Vater
Company be and it 18 hereby directed to ﬁ-le with this Commiszion
for ':S.'t:‘s approval, within thirty (30) days from the d.é.te of tiis
oxder, rev:f.é;-éd. ruleé apd regulations to govern its relatione with
its consuners. | | |
| Foxr é.:x.l othexr puryoses the effective date of_ihis oxrder
"shall de twenty (20) days from and after tae date hereo:ﬁ.‘ z

‘Deted at éa.ao_. Prazcisco, California, this dsy of

| - Tebruary, 1926.-




