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CITY 0::' YwU>.!COPA. :l. mun:tci~l ) 
corpo~t1on:, I. •. H. J?I!I!~ .~t al., ) 

Complsin3nts, ) 

vs.. 

\7ES~ SIDE W'b.TE~' CO!:.e.Al!Y, e. coz:t:lO:r;:-

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ration, 

case NO;' 2156. 

E. F. Br1ttazl, for c omp1a.1nants, , 

C1S:nin & Lambert, by:R. 3. :&loert, 
for def'onds.n t. 

:S::f TEE COMl1:ISSIOX: 

This is a. csse brought by t.be City of !!..a.r1co:po. o.nd 

I.. E. ~ ttmen ot .:U.. versus tho Wes.t Side Vi's.ter COlllpIl2lY, Q, ~ubl'1e 

Utilityvto.ter company, w.b.ich furnishes wa.ter ~or domestic ,and 0'0:0."; 

merc1el ·purposes ill end in the Vic1l:li ty. o:t t.b.e town of !f.ar1COp3.,. 

!Cern C01l!l't:y:-. 

Co~lain~ts allege in effect that, the water, furnished 

by def'endantWest Side Water Company ~s of ver; poor que.l1t;r a.nd 

tI.Zl.!i t ! or drinld.ng· purposes; tb.ct t.b.o eJ?rings Which turn1s.b. t.b.e 

w&ter dolivered to consumers nre unsaniter.y ~nd not properl~.pro

tee-ted. aga.1ns:t pollution; t.b.a..t tAO wa.ter supply is insuf:e1.e:tent 

for the reqa:iroments of t.b.e community;, t.b.a.t the ra.tescharged for 

w~ter se:rv1ce ere u:cres.soll1.1.bly, b.1gh..&nd excessive; c.nd. t.b.a.tt:b.e' 

Wee.tom Viater C'ompeJlY, e. cOlPore.t1oli. servi%l.g wa.ter S3 apa:.blie., 
. I , ' 

utility to eonSUOlers :tn the C1 ty o:fTa:e:t, ~d :tnFellows., Sb.o.le 
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and ad. jacm t te:ni tory, .b.a.z p1pe 11nes in the 1mmedie. te vicini t.y 
. " 

of :£arieops and. .i$ ready s:c.d wi.lling e.tI.d .b.~ tb.e :!ac1l1 ties to 

supply ws.ter to l!ar1C'o~s. st. $. eb.ee.:s>er ra.te t.oe.n C:.ba.:rged ~ de:te%ld..

ant. ~b.e COmmiseion therefore is ra~uestod to direct de~endsntto 

1mprove serv.t.ce conditions Slld reduceeXizting rates or perim. t tJ:l.e 
I'" 

said ~este~ Water Comp~y to serve the cO~1ty. 

:By way of SoneWer def'endant entored a. ,general d.enial of 

the essential allega.ti.ons in t.b.E> C OIllpla1n t and alleged. that the , 

water supply ie snple for tAe needs o~ tba commn~1ty served and 

t.b.o..t tile qual1 t:; is ver:; go od alld ila.s b,ee:c. approved b,- tho State 

3Os.rd. of Real th. • 

.A. ,Puolic hearing in this metter was held b,efor~ Exa:n111er 

Satterwhite ~t.Y~co~a af'ter all interested parties ~d been 'duly 

not1~1ed a.M gi von an opportunity to be. pl"6eent OJ:1d be '.b.oa.:t"d.. ' 

:. I.e Wagy owns '~d. o:gerates the do~endsnt water sys.~ra. 

,unQ:er t.b.o f:tcti t10us name and style of West Side Wt\..ter Co:xpa.ny. 

~.b.e erttire wa.tor Sl1:ppl,. is obtaine.d. by purcb.a.se ur.dar contract With 

tb.e 1!tJ..g3 Es.noh W$.tor CO:ltpSJ:lY, 0. corportl.t1on, ~so oWlled w.d opea::

a.ted by said J. I. Ws.gy. rus latter compsny Ow.tlG and contorols 
, , 

tile Xi e'Ats to the :now of four spr1ngs,loc$ted 1ll Ventura. Count,. 

ab,ou t 18z mil es 'from Uaric:o:ps.. ~e floVi of' these $,prin·ss 1s: Sop

prOximately 550 'barrels per ds.;y ,or 1.79' mner,rs inc.b.es d.ur1:lg t.b.e 

three- driest DlOnt.lls of the yoar, sndlO.OO ba...."'"rels· per I!.si/ or 3.25 

millert,s ina.b.es duri%lg the re::lS1:o.ing n1llo mont.b.S~ resulti·ng 1n.sn' 

~ vere.ge over the :lear of 2.89 mizler,' s inc.b.es :per de::r. Defend-allot 

West Side- "Ha.ter CO:Irptl%l.:T rece1. vas dei:tv.ery of' t.bis water At 1 ts 
, . 

tanks in Maricopa from wb.icb. a.ll ,distr.I.b'C.t1011 1$ :oo.de 'b.-Sgrs.v:tt,-.. 

!lJ'b.e d1strimt1on systom conta.1:o.s appronmately 36,344. 

feet of xr.a.1J:!s varying from 1" to 4" 1n diameter. On Septemer 
., ~ 

30, 192.5" tb.ore were, 409 s.cti va servie:e c omleetiolls. ~.b.e comp~ 

bAs eo sep&;re. te :eire r:w.i.n syst em not in !;.!J::r way c o:oneetedW1 tll: .t.b.c 

2. 



domestic plsnt, the sotll"ce of supply ~o·eing. from t.b.o n1pste1n 

e.pr1Zlgs, w1l1c:b.produee s. water not sUite.ble for d.omestic. c.onaump

tio:c:. 

Defend.ant ~a.13 ten con ts par b~el to t.b.e 'VlFJ.f!3 ~<:h 

"Sater Compeny 'tUldere contre.c.t !or all water recei vod fo·::" do:ne&t1c' 
. . , 

pu:poses and five eon tz J?or 'barrel ~o:r sll surplus :over domestic 

·racp..i::ellle.tl. ts; sold tor c ommerc:ie.l use. 

In order t.b.a:t t.b.e OOom:1SS:tOll might .b.a.ve 'before it for 

considarat1011 all cattars inVOlVing the r~tGs and met~od.e of op

eration of'·the defendant c~any, it es.used to be isSl40d u!)on1'tS 

"own :otion au investi gs.:tio1l of t.b.e affairs of the W:J.e:/ Esnch . ?lAter 
(tt) 

C0m:9a.ny. This matt or was desie;no.ted C~e lIro ... 2193 :md hear!! j01.nt.

ly Wi tb. the co::p1oint .b.erein by et1p'C!.lat10rlof 0.11 i:oterestad pe..'1:- . 

ties. Eowever, b:y reason of the diversity of tb.e mtters involved' 

the COcmiesion considered it advisable to render separate deci-

sions iri these tvlO cases. 

~.c.e ra.tes noV! charged. by t.b.e Wos.tS1cte Wator Co~~y 

were estab11s.he,a "oy the ?.a.11ros.d. COmmisS1on in DeCision !'l'0.S9'Z3, 

ds.ted IrlAY 14, 192.1, end c.re as tollo~: 

?rom 1 to 25 barrels of ws.ter, $0.l5.,.,per b~el. 
_ " 25· '" 50 " ff fT O.12~. 1f rr 

SO ~ berrols e.:o.d abov.e .. • •. ~.'. 0.10 . '! !! 

FI'O'!t. 1 to 50 bsrrele of ~ter,$.12Z per b~el. 
" SO " 100 ff ff. " 0.10 ·ff 

'! 100, " SOO " ff rr 0.09- "' ~ ~ ... 
1f SOO !! 2000 rr '" rr O.OS· . rr . .. " ." ~ 

2000 a:tld-~b.o'Ve rr Tf " 0.07 " ., 

l!1nimum. c.ha.rge (16 'Oo.ls .. or less) 2.00· 
, .. 

'... .11, .. 

G1c.zs bottles ~d g.a.lv. iron cens, 
5 gallons delivered. • • • • • • • • $0.35 

Deliveries by t~k t~ck: 
'!Te.gon ssl.os, 40~. 50~ t:l:ld 60tJ;por 
harrel, de~end1ng on distance. 

" ff 
~ 

" " 

A repcrt.vte.S p:resentedoy C. I.?Jlodes, consulting on-

. 3. 

';1 



,,"'"" 

gineor for C OClplainents, in which the orig1.naJ. cost' o~ 'tbe::,,:p.b.ys1clll 

pro:9ort1 as o~ the d.afe:adant West Side 11e.tar Company was' 6stimat,ed 

to be $38,311, t.b.e doprocia..tion ,s.:::muity com:puted by t!:.c: 6% s1.nking 

f'c.nd method to be $1,09G:, and tho :fo.t'Uro Sl:lII.uo.l ol'O%'$.t:tng eT.,:?etlses 

estimatod to be $l3,7.35, "oe.sod. upon t.!le l'ure.b.ased water at, tb.o 

&,Ss;med rete 0:1: 37 cen tsper 'ba:rro,l in lieu of.' the oXisting, rato$ 

D. R. :C:l"' .. r::-oun, one of the Commission '3 hydre.ul1c engineers, 

presen"ted a report :tn w.b.1cb. the pl::.y~ico.l pl"oport1 OS Wore '$~:re.1ced 

~t ~~8,345 bc.sedupon t.b.o for.:.er ra.te bozo ~S, 0'[ Doco:n'bor 5, 1920, 

cle-:el"11lined. by tlle Com:d.e's-lon for this system, VI.!. tb. s.d:d1 tiona c.ne. 

bO,ttorments to s.:ad incl-;lding S01?temb:er sci, 1925.' The: deprecia~ioit, 

rumU1ty was !'0"J.:l~ to he~,Oe3. :s:owover, this a.%Illu~tyVl:.z boozed,; 

'C:pont.b.e cri.e;tllel ~~s.ie;al 'll.bic.ll ":lee. CO~iltee. by t.C.e: siN:1:oS' fund 

:tet.b.od ';'t &% cild upon the o.d.ttttions ~d. bettermeD,ts a.t,S~ ~ re-
, • I ' • ',/' , 

c0m:9uUltion of t.b.e ~uit1 a.t S~a s.mountee: to $1,179. ' In tAG ~:;-
, 
I . 

s.is of tb.e ope:rs.t1:ng expens~s. tile COrmds:sion,'s, e%lg1lle~r' esti"'l".stGd 
. , 

the no:rmal s.:o.nual msintenanc0 a:c.d o:pe%"ating c)..'",PCJlSOZ to b.,e$7, 8507 

exclusive of ~c:.b.c.sed. water, which :for the. l~t pertod of twelve, 

:tonths a.vaila.ble ~~....nted to $15,36.5 ~t tile ~res.ent con~ctmte, 

!t.~t:lg $., totsl c:.bs.rge of $23, .215. 1ro a~:pr$.iselllent of the ws.t&r:,: 

J;l'ro:pe.rtios 0::- estimate Of o;pe.rat1l:1g expenses was subd.ttod '07 d.e-' 

fende.nt. 

From the foregOing ftgures' it Will be seon ~t $p,prox

imtely 6&% 01 the opera.ting expenses of this wa.ter system is di

rectl.7 c::trl'b"J.te.ble to t.b.e price :paid ~or its' water ~"1l.:pply to the 

W~g; Eencb. ~e.terComp.tl.lly. .AJ? t.l:.c rest:.l t of' tb:.e :il.bO'V'0 mentioned in-

vezt1ga.t102l on, the COD:ltliss1on T S ovm; ::lotion :tDto tb.e rea.z one.bl.enoss 

of thi$ ra~e charged by the ~tter company, the fOrMer rate ot lO 

eO:lta per 'b~el !o.r thed.omestic ,ws.ter s:c.d .5 contsper bm:relfor ' 

aJ.l ~lus Vla.S fOJ.!ld. excessive and oriered reduc.c~ to $0.0425 for, 

4. 



~l wa.ter d.elivered. CDoeieion :;0. L l~ Q 'r· o~ t.b.1s COmx:1;ss10n; 

r~dered this dsyin Case No. 219Z.) SUbs~1tnting tnis roduced 
~ . 

rate for purchased w:l.te:z=o tAG a.tJ:lual operating and :ns.1ntoD$.D.c:e e.b.s.r-
";.-

gas as set Ott t in the report'· ot t.b.e . COlIJIl!is sion' s . el:JSineer would.' :to-
o • • I:' ' . 

t8.l $l5,l60, a.mow:rt1IlS' to So reduction of s little more t.he.n one 

.b.=J.f of the et1m .b.eretofor0 p~d. for purc.b:lSed water. 
J'" 

. ~.l:.e ~l charges basedupoll' th~ fi.glU'~S 51 ven a.bove 

Vlill be as follows: 

:aetu.mat 8%- on $38,345 ....... $Z,068 
!>epreciatioll .o.:zmUi q. . . . .. . .... 1,.179 
~1ntenatce c.nd operation ex,e.nse .. 15f 160 

~otal... .. .. .. .. .. .. • $l~.~40>t 

~.b.e revenues of tb,1e company b.avehe.an Q.$ follovl3: 1922, 

. $.iz,121; 1923·, $18,.863; 1924, $20,973. 

It is ap:ps.rent t.bAt t.b.e eX:r.st.1llg mtes ot tb..1e· com::?c:a.y 

wllen cone1dered iIi conjure-tioD wi tb. the reduced cost of .ws.ter'; Sore 
,.~ ," . 

·~ow producing SO~0w~t:ore tbsn a fair net return ~on t~e 1nvest~ 

mant Clld t.bs.t the consumers are entitled to. e. reduction in :z:-ates. •. 

~.b.e order in t.bis ease Will :provide- ~~r a. readjustmEmt in t.b.e: ex

isting rate sc.b.edule, wb.ie...~ w.tl,l, prod.uce !L ~Air net return to tho' 

wat&r eo-::panyanda.t t.b.o seme' time lessen tb.e 'burd.en upont.b.e con-

...u. tbougb. eom:pla1nt W&3 mde a.ge.1ne.t the :!>O~b111 ty 3.Xld 

general qp.sli ty o~ tile VIa.tar ~is:t%'1'butod for domestic. a.nd eom::r.er

c1e.l ;pu.~oses, yet t.b.e eVidence clearly shows tbs.t tho vm.tor o'b

te.i:led from the "Da~ ~cl:. is not onl,- 0·:£ very good qu.c.li ty' .c.nd 

i~ no we..y injtt.X"1.ou.e to .b.eal. tb., but is ~.b.a:ps one o:t the bost wa:tor 

suwlies in t.b.e entire. d1etrl~t s 0 ~e.r as. qw::.11 ty :'i.e eoncerned. 

As a. m::I. tter of feet water te.ke:o. directlY' f%'OIll tile mlline of this, 

eompSllj !'or yes.r$ .b.s.s been bottled c.nd sold 1n ·Tc.ft a.nd ot.b.er " 

places for drinking purposes. 

~estimony 1l:J.d1c:ated that D.tt1mes. 1n tho :ps..st~t.b.o apr1ngs 
. . . 
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of tho rIc-gy ~c.b. Water Comp~y he.d. not been ad.e~:oAtely protee":ed 

s.gs.inst 'pOllttt1o%l fr~. e;razing ea.ttle but at t.b.e, timo of' t.b.e hear

ing 1D t.b.is ease t.b.e fomer :red.wood boxes housing tb.e spr1:lgs bad 

been repla.ced witb. concrete stnetures in cOl:l;!?liance "N1.~b. rel,om

menCtations of t.b.e Ste.te BOard' of Zealtb., ~d i t .i~ bolie.ved that 
. , 

p:re.ctics.lly e.l.l c$.uz.es of cOl:ll>laint from this souree .b.a.ve slre:ld,. 

been remedied. Rowever, groater cs.re should. be· exercised.. ill tb.~. 

f'tl.tTl.re to excl~de stray ca.ttle ~tl the 1mmedio;.t., proximity to· these 

springs. 

Wa.ter from tb.e 1O.ipetc1zl S:9r1Ilgs 13 lligb.ly minora.lized,. 

tulpelo.te.ble, subject to contamina.tion,. and Me "C)oen eonde::m.ed by 

the 30s..rd of E:e$l th ae UT.ls.:z.fe for' l::.'Il.JlW.D consumption. While the . 

eVidence $b.ows: tAtlt this water seJveral YC$rs ago w:az ::lixed vr.tth. t.b.e 

'W$.(§ :Rt:.ncb. s'Ilpl"ly f,ol' d.elivery ill YAricopa., yet this ~r&.ct1ce vro.s" 

e.isco.tltinued.. a.bo-tlt tb.ree ~earz. ago ~a. .the la.:t~stein vre.ter Ms only 
I 

been u.sed· in t.b.e fire system, which is not conneeted in ~ way Wit.b. . 

the domesttc d1stribu.tioll s~c:tem. 

~he tl3rrito:ry in and e'bout Y.ar1copn 1e: v~r:r dry andU1d; . 

So·good supply of pota.ble wa.tor is llccGsss.r:tly VGr'Y' d.itticult to o'D-
, . I', 

ts.in. the S'ttr1. os of very d.ry yec:rs which .b.o.s. vis1 ted. this. section . 

of tAO sts.te Me seriotlsly mel:.ac:ed the :p%"oduc:t1,v1ty of all .'Illlder:-

ground water supplies in tile d1&.trict. For the protcctionO:f the 

do:estic water service du.r1ng t.b.oSUIr.:rllor it is recomm~nd:ed tbat. tJlo 
defe:c.dan': take ste:.9~ to ob~n e. stsndby or tloUX1l1L7 service .con

nection from t..b.e vrest·er.n urate%" Compe.nyfe ma.tXl.S, wbich. are not. :fer ,; 
- .. 

dis.tant from rrlAric:ope.. '.l!b.is s,dd.1.t1onal·' S01;Zce of ws.ter wo-12ld~1:y 

protect the consumers in. M.a.ricops. d::z.:ri:lg tlleporlod. Of low flow of 
. . 

the Wags ?..e.nch Springs and 710uld c.t t.lle, same time in~J.re· t·o tJlose 

COllS'O.:lle-rs Con a.d~qus..te supply of' water to wMeh they Sore rigbtf'tilly 

anti tl.ed. 

Certain complaints involVing low w~tel' ~reseuros are 

,." .' 
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capac 1 ty. The working ~::ressurE)s thrOllg.b.cut., the ont1re system! in 

the near fa. ture Will -'be res.so:a.a.bl:r sa.t1s:fs.etory s.s the rcs'ttl t o-r 

these improvemonts. 

ORDER -- ..... - ..... -
Complaint ):.a.V1ng been made to thi s Comm.1ssio1J. .e.s ent1 tled 

above, So publ1 c hear1Xlg l:ls.v1Dg b,oen hold. tJl.ereoJl, a.nd. the matter 

having been submitted., 

It Is Rare'!:>y :E'ound a.s So Fact that the rates now c11a:rged. 

b:7 J. I. WS-Q', operstiIlg und:er t,ile fict1 tio'lls llSJlle em ztylo o~ 

West Siele Water C'ompwy, for wa.ter supplied to his consumers are 

unjust a.nd. unreasonable, in so far as th.ey·"d1ffer :trom tJ:w ::s.tos' 

herein established, and that the rates herein establiShed are just 

And. rea-somble ra.tes to be charged for the sorvice rend.ered. • 

.A:lJ.d. basing 1 ts orclcr on tAe forego,ing finding otfe.et 

and on tJlG f'crther statement ot fact containod. in. the ol>1n1on w:b1oh . 

precedes this order, 

IT IS :a;m:ay O::.DERED tbat, :J. I. Wagy, o~ra.ting under t:ie 

fict1 ti,ouS name and $. tyle of 'Wes.t Side vtater Comps.:oy, be a.nd. he ie 

hereby e.u t.b.orized to file with t.2n.s Commission Within ten (10) days, 

!rom the d:ato of this oreter the following ra.tes to be cbs;.rgea'£or': 

a.ll sorvieo rondered on s.m a£ter MarOA 1, 192&: 

ST"u'1J) PIPE: 

From. 1 to 25 b.s.:I:'re1s of wat~r :por r:.onth. •• 
" Z5 ~ 50" ~ ~ " ~ ••• 

$0.15 per 'b"o-l. 
O.12t TT TT 

50 'bsr.rels or w~ter and over ~ " ..... 0.10 ~ ~ 

ME~ RA.TES 

From 1 to 100 barrels of water por mont:a. •• ,$0.08:per 0'01. 
ff 100 TT 500 ff' " " TT' IT .... 0.07' If ff 

OVer " 500 ~ TT " ff ff ... 0.06 ff " 

Xinim'llIll charge: (25 bs.rrels or less). • .. ... 2~00' per month. 
Fire hydrs:.o.ts, per month; each. • .. .. • ... 4.50 

BOTTLED 'lIATER 

Sass. bottles snd galv. iron cans, 5 gs.llons 
c1. 1 · .... ..:1. . '::'0 ~ C! e l.ver~. .. • • .. .. • .. .. .. • • • • • .. • "it .vv 

:Deli veri as b:y t8J:lk trttck: 
'wagon s.aJ.os. 40/;, SO/;. and GOp. por barrel, 
de:pend.i%lg on ct1sta.nee. 
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IT IS ~y .biO~~ OPJ):s.:tE:l) that tb.e West Side \1a.ter 

COtlpt.UlY 'be aDd it is hereby directed to file wi to.. this Cotun1ssioll 

'£or i ~s approval, W1 tmn t1J1:rty (30) days from the date of tll1s, 

order, rev:t.se~ rilles atXt regulations to gov'"crll 1 ts rela:t1one wj,'th, , 

1 ts C onswners.., 

For a.ll other :P'llrposos t.m af:f'eetive d.ate of thi3 o·rde:r 

slJ.811 ,,~ twenty (20) days :f:rc>m a.ud s.:tte.r the date h~~~ 

:Os. ted Sot San Fra.::o.c1 seo" calif O:rn1a, t:b:1.s day of 

lItebruary" 1926. 
".' -"'~". .. . \-., .... ~. 

s. 7(C:, ... 


