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DeciS10n ll~.~ ! t /) .~r'~ .. " ", 
~' 

BEFOEE Tm:RAItBoAD' COUMISSIOlr OJ!T.EE S~TE OF ·CALIFORlW. • 
. \,r 

) 
In tl:I.eMatter of tho AppliofJ:t1on ~ ) 
ern OP REEDLEY. State of CsJ.1:f().~a., ) 
for a pormi t too eonstruetand. ma1n ta.1n ) 
$. pu'bl.1e street at grade, o'Ver the r1g.b.ts.) Application Xo. 12014. 
of W1J:3' aud. tracks o~ .the Southem. Pa.e1:f'1e ) 
Com~ and 1!b.e A. tol:t:tson.· .~opek.e.· and Sa:z:t- ) 
ts. Fe Ra:tlws.;yCompaz:ty. at ~£teentll. Street ) 
in th& C1 t;y o:t Ree'Uey. . ) 

------------------------------------) 
Loren .~. :au tts.:. 8.Il4. MArk' R. Edwards, 
. for tAO' C1,t;y o:f Re&4l.q. 

& W. Robbs :for-Sott:~ern PaCific Compe.%lY • 
.. 

Jas. Ga.llagher :for 1!il& .A.tc.b1son, Topeka 
. and San ttl. Fe ,:Ra1lway Comp~. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 
,,' 

OPIllIOJ;t 
..., - -- - '-",- '...-' 

, ~j 

rue is. a.n app11oa.:t1011·'b7 th&. 01 t,. o~ Ree4l.e,-. to open 

Fifteenth Street aero 8S the tracks' 0; the Sou them Pe.e1:!1c Compe~ 

and The Atel:l1son,. ~o:peka and S.QJ.ta. Fe EaU-7 Com~. Pt1bl1c 

heanll5 was held a.t :Reedley be~ore' Exam:1Del:' .Austin ox::. JtJ:m;.JrQ' 22ncl, 

1926,. at which time' the matter was BUbm1 ttod. 

~e C1 t;yof Re&dle'y 18 approX1ma tel,. 20 miles sO'tz:thes.st 
, 

0'1: the Ci,ty' ot: Fresno, anct is s.pproX1m&te~ one mUo sqa.s.re. ~e' 

Ci ty proper 18 bounded on' the llOrth. 'by Jiort.b. Ave%Ztte, on the west ' 
. I 

I I 

'0,. Woat Avenue, Ol'lt,:,tJi, south by Sou.th Avo%l11e and on the east b,-: 

East Aven:t1&. Tho two' railroad COmpanies run diagonall,. tbr.or:gh·!" 
.' '" , + I 

' , . I 

the C1t:r: in 8 northwosterly ~d south.e8.s~rl;y, d1reot1o:c., parallel 
" II' I 

' . . I 
to each other s.nd. With ma.1n 11nes appro:z::tma.toly 190 :e'eet apart. : 
-' • I, 

All .. ·ci· the m.e.1.n st:::eets With1n the area. above ctoser1bed 'ere- 01 the. 
' " I 

• I ~e.ll.el to or at .r1ght &Ilgles. to the rallrosdtracks, the no%1:.h': 
...... ' . . . , " \. 

1'1es~r17 and so,uthoaster17 streets be1:og, lettered fz;om A. to l'.!. and. . 

" 
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". 
" 
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i 
I • 

Emd tb.&:l'lO~thes.sterl,.s.nd s Ottthw0ster17 streets, w.h1ell ero'sS the 
- ,! r,' I 

trs.eka. ·'09:!.llg xrambered ~::omS1xth. to. Sixteenth. The- ms.1n highways. in 

,and out o~ .'town sre to the. north across th& re,ilroad traeks~e, West, 

Avenue~to the northeast Vis. Eleventh Stre&t. e.nd to thO' so.uth and' 

eut V'l.a South ,Ave:m.e:. There. is sl.&o £I, north and south street, c8l.led. 
" . I· . . 

Holmes Road.. leading north £roc town frOll1 tha :ttD.CtiOll o~ ~ellth: and 
' ,.. . .' 

D S~eetB: "-llCt a %10 rth ana: sO'I4th road. ca.lled Mallor,. Lane~ lOad1ng 
, ': ' 

, 'I. \ 

soutIi,:tr(llm town from. the j'Dllet1on of Fifteenth .and: I Streots~ These r 

em ()~S1 te' Sides, o-r tl:.ee1 V. 
I 

We~.t .A.V'~nue is paved for the full length o~ the 0:1. tr- l1m1ts .. . ' ~ ': ~ . : ' , . . ...... , 

liorth AVtt::l"l:.8 is paved from. FStreet we-s·t to West Aveme. Ea8~ Avenue 
" 

1s 't'.I:Z%pO.ve~:: atLc! 1 s o.eCUpied by, au 1r.r1ga.t1ng canal. ~s: e8.ll&l is 

spanned b;1 b:idges at~, Augg,st and. McGrewJ.vemes. . South:: Avexmo ' 
, . 

is' pave4.. fro::n :Mal.l;ory Ira.:o to the ea~J~'$rlY ci ty, l1m1 ts. :a:Olm~S Road 
:. ' ~' ~I • I 

I ,'.... I,',: . 

e.:Jd. ~tor.r liane ,are both Ps.ved tot'CJ~,:e1t;Y·llm1te. 7. G and. ;, I, Streets', 
,; " . l 

are ~:V.ll for their tull.leJlgtll W1t~' the city. Rtghth Street 18 
,: ~ , .' , i ,.' ~ • ' !. 

paVed:f'rom F ':Stre&t to West Ave'tJ!Jl!l:. . ~ent:~, StrS&t -is pavod :fXoom Holmes 
. '< ": 

:' , • ~. I . I 

Road to-Wos.t·~.A.ven-a.e, •. Eleventh Street itt ;p&."Ved: ~:rcm West AVtm.'Oh:na=-th-
~ . i ; 

c.ast to tha city l'11idts •.. Twelf'th S'b:e+Jt 'if.: paved from. the west Side of 
. ", . 

" , 
the Sa:c.taFo t:racka to l' StrO$t, and·'1!b:trteen'th Streot is paved fram'; 

r, • , I 

and Sixteenth streets have. been cI.osed. fro:n the Santa Fe trs.cks .·to the 

alley ~etween the ~"t8. Fe t%"s.eke· and. ~_>S~eet. 

!I!a~ main ba.S1n~s.sdi·st:r1et of: ':Reeney1$: s::t ttl a. ted or:.! G Street 

from Tenth'to. 1'Welf'th Streets:. A 11 ttle more tha,n' oll~~i· o:r\the' 
J • \ I •••• ." i . 

. POpcl;a.t'Z;)nalS 0 11,v9,S on tM 8 's;1~e o:t the. %'BD.road,trs.elt~ , ,clWdatown' 
I . • " 

. . , ',\. ~ 

is. S1 tuB. ted in. the. triangle fomed by Fourteenth and. .I Streots':and 
. . '.' '. . .1' . . . ... " . ,'. , . 

South Avenue on the wea:terly Side of the Ssn~ F'e. trs.eks., F1f'tieenth' 
. 'I" 

" [',',' , ' 
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Street. which it is proposed. to open 'tZllder ~8- &pplieat1on. ox­

te%lds ~ee 'blocks. ea.st o~ the S8.n~ Fe tracks to the 1rr1g&t1ng 

ea.nal 1%1. :Eas.t Avenue s.nd. tWo and. one-halt blocks west o~ the ' 

Southem Pacific tracks, t.b.rougb. C.b.1nato~ to South Avenue. 

,I", 

Between G Street and the santa. Fe. tracks: o.n Fifteenth 

Street are four 1ndustti.ea. The Earl Fr'tI1 t Company' and tha Reedlel" 

Ice C01'llp.e::l7 are on the north side o~ F1f'teenthStreet, tho fomer 

be~ adjacent to the Saute. Fe. tra.eks and tbe Iee Company on the 

;. 

west corner o:t G and :5'1f'teonth str&ets.. ·The:D1nu'bs. 'Grape G:rowers 

ASsociat1on and, the. Cal1:f'orma. Ts.ble Fr"a1 t Compa~ are on the south " 

Sid.e o~ F1:tteenth S'b:eet,; the: Dinuha Grape Growers: Aseo$t1on boing 

s1 't:a8. ted next to the. Santa. Fe tracks:. 

The. e:vidence shows. tha.t the :pr1nc1pa.l. roes ens: ;tor 4681%"-, 
, ' 

" . 
iDg tho eo.%lStruet1o.l1 ot the Fifteenth Street cros~ ~e to a:!:!~,:rd 

an. outlet to the. west for tho Reedle.l", Ice Compen:r, :e'or· teame serv-c-..ng . 

tho t.bree :frai t c ompiam. os s.bove -men ti oned anet' as an sddi t1 onal. ou~ 
I . 

let for the fire dep:e:r:tmMlt, w.b.1eh is located on ~e:a.th'Streot sUet 
'J, , ' , 

eut of the Santa.· Fe: :tracks. ,It 1s.c=la1meCL b,. a.ppl1ea.nt, that at 

times th& c:::roas1n~ at Tenth, Eleventh and ~rteenth Streets: are . . 

blocked. by trains e.nd. the. fire department is. there:f'ore :r:equ1r04 to-' 

dOUble back ~ter crossing' the traeks at SO'll:th Aveme at the south­

erly town,l1mi ts, in order to resch,,' f1:ees 1n tllesoutherly portion 

of th&. town. 

~e eV1c1oDeo of applicant showe, however, that the :main' 
.' ". 
reason it de-s1re,s, to. open tl:z1~ crosa1ng 12 to re11eV'e tra:f'!'1e con-. 

gest10n in t.bs.t portion o:t Fif'teenth. S~e&t lyi:os be-tween the Santa 

Fe tracks a.n~ G Street. 
, " . 

This eongeetiOll 18 eaused bl" tra:f':f1c t\un-

1ng 1ntoFi~teellth Street :fl.~cm G street 1n ordor to get deliveries 

~om. the Eeedlo:,v Iee Co~. Dur1llg the S'CtlII:I1er season,· wll1ch is 

-z-



, .' 

&Lso the buq :f':t"a1.t. season. ¢ongestion in t.h1s "ol.oek makes~:it d.1t:ri-
f • ' ; ~ r" ' 

eul t to :tnrn s.rotald SJ:ld. e~s. f'urt.b.er eongest10n "0,. SUeh'~,i~~!1e . 
I. 

aga:tn end.e&vor1:cg to- enter G St:r:eet. . It is contended. 'by ap;ll:teant 

th8. t i:! this. ero es1ng were opaned. th1 s 't:re.!f1 c could. co:a:ts.:=e 
i; .. 

southwest. across the railroad tracks toI street, then north or 

south on I Street to. ~rteentll. Street or South Avenue. respectivell'",. 

~ then es.s.t again on Thirteenth. Street 'or SOuth Avenue to> G Street 

cross:tDg both ra11ros.cl.e 8. seeo~ time. Rowever, 1 t wae po1n teet' Oll t 
" , 

'by the protestants,. Souther.n hc1f:Le Com~, that 1 t would be just 
, . . -. 

as d1ff1eul. t to enter the' traffic on Go Street at ~rte.ent.h Street 

as it would at F1f'teenth St:r:eet. 
, , 

~e ·es.rr1ers' cont~ tba. t the congo$t1 on· in F1:!.teenth. 
. . 

Street between the sante. Fe traoks. en~ G street cI:IXr1ng th$ m:cxrm~:r 

months caD. be relieved by the paV1Ilg of' the alle;y ~ng :loXl.g'1 tud-

1ne.lly : through :si'oeks 411 and. 48. We alley 1 a ero sscd by ~ 

't:'s.c~ one in .Block 47 s:ad. one- 1n Bloek: 49, but tb.es& crossings 
./ . 
- . . . . 

would not interfere With the t~8e o~ tbe alle,. as a. publ1c street. 
" ' I ' 

It app~a.ra to. the. Commission ,that if tlt1s paying wore la1d' cons1der­

able of' the trs.tt1e oong&st1o.n would be ··rel.ie'Ved and.;the noeess1 t7' 
o! eo.nstJ:uet1ng a. hazardous railroad crose1ng min1m~:zed.· 

The nearest public: o:ros;s1:nga to. F1~teenth Street are at 

!l!Jn:rteenth'Street to the nortl:rRest·a.nd. South ,A.'Veme to. the soutlleast. 

Ee.c.h ~ those eross1nga is s.pprOX1mtJ.tely ·950 teet d18te.nt~om Fif-

teenth S't:'eeton the Sants. Fe and 950 and 750 feet d1$ta.n~. respeet1 vely~ . 

on the Southent Pacific •. !!!bere a.re four othe:r c:ross1%lgS in town at 

1'weU'~ ZleV'ell~ ~entll. and Weet Avenue. ~el:fth Street eroases the 

Santa. Fe tracks. but does not oross th& Southern Pacific. 

~o FOPOsed. crossing wOt"~d. be- ever tl.'lree Southcn Paoi:f1c 

traeks ant seven santa Fe tracks. One o:! tl:.a Sante. Fe tracks is 

approx1m& tell'" ene';'half'. block east of t.h$ ma1n line e.nd 1 s ps.ralle~ 

to and 40 feet west of the nortlleaster1,. 11no o-r the alle7 traversing 

the block 0:0. the east side of' the' santa. Fe. The most westerl.7San ta ' 

Fe track, is. So 3e&le track.' In order to construct tMs ercBBing it 

would be necesssry to:'X"emove this scaJ.& t:rs.ck and:. the scale house. 



. , 

, 
,. . 

w.h1cl:t: latte:z: is loea.ted. Wi tll:fz. tho J.1n&s. o-r ~tecnth S'b:'eot,,'< .. 
Wi tc.ess ~o~ ~e.A.tell1s~ '~pe~ and. Sants. Fe :Ra1lws.,. 

. . 
" 

Compa.:ay teet1fied. t.ba.t i t w~,d cost a;ppr~1matelY $'l,?OO~OO'to 

reloca. t& th1sseale a.nd. t:rack~':ana. tran $2,. 500.00 to $3,.000.00, to 
'. - ~I 

CO%l.2truct the oross1:og 'o:t tb.e/ Santa. Fe tracks. on the ssme ,;:as1s 

1 t ma.~ be est1m&t&d t.b&t :1. t ~ould eos.t between $1.000.00 aud 
, ' , 

~,:500.00 to eo~~t the e:ross1ng on the Southern Pae~fic ,tracks.. 

:BotI:\ o"r the ra.ilroad. companies objeeted to the cons'tt'ueti on of tl:z1 s 
.... "-I , ~. 

~e: testimony $hom:~ that there wo'Cld be eontl1.dera.blo 
., . 

heza::d a.t tho cross1Dgon'aeeo'Ollt of tho ttamber· o1! traeu and ob-
, ' , 

stra.c.t1ona to View, ea.use~ by the locat1 on o:t the pa.ck1~ houses on 

the ea.at&r~ Si de o'! the Ss.x:rta Fe an~ weaterly side o'Z, t.b& S~uthern , , 
. , , 

Pao1'!ic Com;pa.~ and"b,- ea.rs.sta%ld.1ng on tb.o 81d1llgs aen:tng these . " 
., 

pa.cldng houses. Th$ . test1m.O~ :f'o:rther sl:tows that this croSS1ng wOULd 

:require greater protection "~ that afforded b,. a sts:d&r6. croasing 

Sign but t:b.at automat1c :O.a.gmen would not be 8&t1S£t.Leto%7 on a.eeotrnt 
,. 

ot tb.e, xn::;:n~r of SWiteJl1ng movements over the S1d& t:rs.eks. ~e :pro-

tect10n .:"&commendod waathe installation o-r a. huma.n fl~sn~ 
r 

• ~$ railroad. eom;pamo8 eon'tol:ld.od. tha..t the 'bttsy;se&SOn a.t, 

the 1e.·c{,oom.~ and. the :O:u1 t pack1Dg houses is also the'btts7 season 

e.s poSS1l>l& at. one:. time oppoS1 to these ;packing .houses, wh1cl:z.some':'" 

t1mes causes etr1l:lgB o~' ears to encroach el1gb:tly on the- street 

linea, mskitlg the erossin89more hazardous. ~ey fQrthe:r:' cort:~e%2ded<tha. t 

tho loea.t1'on ofthe1r ata:t1ons is sa:eh that north bcn:tnd'tr&1ns 'Vft>ulct . 
, . 

, 1'"-. 

block ~toenth Street eross1Dg aa well as ~rte,ent.b. Stree~t:, btl.tthis· 
, 

w01:ld. ot'll.y: :oe,eur on the Southern Pacific in t:ra.1ns o-r more ,than 
4S ears &l~ on _th~ San:ta.· FEI ~:in tra.1n~ o~ more' tl'Jan 32' ea.r~":;.Nortll',~ 

".1-, • 
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bO'a%l.4. aud. southbo'tClCt :ere1ght t:ra.1ns would have to be s,t tlle IStation 

at tho same t1me in order tc~block a:n.~o:f' the eross:tngs1~ town :from. . 

Vleet Avenue to F1~teellth St:eeet. 

ear,- to move the b'O.1lM.llg. on the sou,thee.ster~,. side o-r 'F1:fteenth 

stre&t s.nd. west of' 1 ts trael:s SOCIlG: ZSfect back o:! the: property l1ne 

as the Southern Paettic reqtUree this. ,25 :t:eet ele:ar Space in or6.er to 
. ' . :,1 

afford e.ddi tional ~:rotee.t1on a.t the oross1%lg tbrough. the, 't1Jl1mpa1red 
" 

Viow afforded 'bY' th1s set baok. Woe bu11d1Ilg'bel.o.:cgs; to tho X11lg8. . 
~ " ' . . , 

.\ 

OO'trQ.t,. C~l'lI:l1ng OODl)?cy wb.1c1l, 1 t was. testified.. d.oSires. to extend 
, 

, ". 

1 ts plaut directly across F1:!tee-nthStre~t • 
. ,,-':., 

~e ,san ta Fe ope:re:'~8 to-cr pe.ss.e;cger tra,1:c2 at ll1gh speed 

over W8 eross1ng' '8lld: a, ~r o:t :freight and 'an tehtng moves. The 
Southern Pac1!ie Oomp~ ~ikeW18e o~«ratea four p88s~er ~a1nS and. 

\ 

an add1 t10nal four or :five fre1g.b.t tr81ns. ':D'ur1ng the fe.ll fn1t, 

sea.s.O%l o~ 1925, theSouther:c. Paeific COmpanyopera'tede1g.b.t freight . . ; . 

at Reedley •. ~e: ~t8. Fe showed tJle;,t during'the months from, J~to : 

the miQ~G' ,,':~ November, 1925, 1 t h8::Ldled 2100 o.a:rloads. 00£ green ~t 
" ',", , 

out Of"Re~~ a~ :bact a regalar sw1 tell. e~e service ~stab113h~' at , , 

tb1s pQ1llt ~om 4:00 '~M. ,to' the-middle' o:t the a.t'ternoon. 

. In '1 ts. Decision No. ~5859. dated 'January 15t~ 1925~ . the ' 
, ' 

C0:m::r5.ssiol:l. hea hold ths.t more 't:.be.n the. usa.a.l po.'bl1~' eonvem.enee ana: . . . 

the. middle of, a, railroad,yard. In tb.18 instance we, ha.ve, So pa."ol1o " 

street. wMch it is: deSired tOr open aero" two ra1lr osd "ards • 
. '. '.' 

and.: w.Ul serve not more tl:lall five industries and patrons atld, So small. 
I, ' 

, 

The'C,omm:1se1on 1eof the op1~on't.'batthG o:pe'D1llg,'o:! a 
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croea1Ilg S'a.eh 8S tll1 s thr~ two rs.:U%' 0&1 yards is not j'u8't1:f1od . 

~:r:t.ly fran a. deSire on the. part of 4pplieant to regula.te tra1'­

fie on.a. dead end streot· aD.d Sot 1 ts 'intersec-t1on. wi tll. 8. p:z:1ne1pal . - . 

b~nGSs street. 1norder to relieve the cOllgest1 on es.tz.sed b,. the 

opera.tion of two o~ tbree 1ndus:tries whic.b. are operated at cs.:pe.c1ty 
", ' 

:tor ~~ a. portion of' tJ:.o year, pClrrt1eula.:rly when 8S in tlJ:13 1n-
. ) 

stance other :means of 1llgr&SS alld. egress to these industr1es can be 
• 1 

1 

made a.vailable.. In addj,1:ton in this case a.\portion of the test1m~ 
. I 

1 

1nt:rod:o.eed. by appl1cs.nt q:o.estions the hazarct at· StteA street '1nter-
'I 

seetion.··· 

It appears :f':r'om the record tha. t th8 gra.nt1ng of this 

applica.tion would notb:e in the 1ntere-sts of the ss.:f'et~, convememee, 

and ne-c:ess1't7 of tJ:,e;, publlo ~. So whole and that the applica.tion 

. should be denied., ' 

ORDER 
, -- ..... -~ 

~e 01 t:r or. Ree4l.ey, hs.v1l:lg on JanutJ:l:y ll, 1926, made ap-

pl1ca:t1on for permission to open Fifteenth Steeet across the traeb 

of the Souther.tl Ps.e~10 COlllJ?&%JY and ~e AtelnsoD, To;pe-ka and santa 

Pe ?.s.11wa.y Compa:rl;V'_ 4 pubUc: hearing ha.Ving been bald. the- Comm1s-
. . 

and read,-, f'o:e deeis1on, 

I~ IS :aEBEBl~ ORDEREDt.ea.t tho. above e:c.t1 tled application be 

.and. the ss.me. is: hereby den1'ed~', 

:Da.ted. a.t Sa.ll::Frane1seo,.Cs.l1forma., this 
cI' . f 'day,~ 

, . 
~~' ,>' I' ..... .j--~ 

~" '~.""" . ,;!, I ',I', ".-
. (. ,~. 

Commise1oner~. 


