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In the Matter of the Application of

CITY (O REEDLEY, State of Californis,

for a permit to construct and main'bas.n

& public street at grede. over the rights
of way and tracks of the Souther: Racific
Company and The A.tchison, Topeks and San-

te Fo RBailwsy Compery at P'.:‘!teen‘th Stroet
in the c:t.ty of Reeo.ley.

Application No. 12014.
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Loren As Butts, and Ma.rk )2 a:.dwaras,
. for the City ol Reedley.

Ho Ve Hobbs for Sou'thm Pacific Company.

Jss. Gellagher for The Atchigon, Topeka
. &n& Santa *i'e Rellway COmpany.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Thia ia an a.pplica.t'f.on by tho c:!.ty of Reedley to open
M:Etoenth Street across the tracks of the Southern Pacific Compeny
and mhe .A.tc.':ﬂ.aon, S.'opoka a.na Santas Fe Raumy c:ompany Pablic
hearing was held at Reodley be:tore Exam.’:.nea.' Auat:m or .Tamery 22nd,
1926 at wbd.ch t:une the. mtter was eahmitted.

The crty o:f Reed.‘x.oy ie appronmatoly 20 m:ilos southea.st
of the City oL E‘resno aml is appro:d.mte:!y one mile 3quare. ﬂhe
City proper is bounded on the noxrth by North. Avemze, on the wes-t ‘
by West Avenue, on, thr g soutk by South Lvomo and. on the east by
RBast Avem.ue. The two rs.ilroad companios run d’.ie.gomuy th:rough l»
the City in a northwesterly and. sou.thea.sterly d.iz-ection, para.uel
to ea.ch othm:- and with main lmes approximatoly 190 foet e.pa.rt.

All o:f '!:ne ma.in ..:ta:eeta with:m the area sbove described. a-rer eithm-
para..:r.el to oxr at right a.nglos to the railroad tracku, the nor‘th- _

m..s ..e::.;.y snd southeasterly streets being; lettared .from A to i and
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and the no**theasterly and. southwosterly streets, waick oo:o.,a tho ,
traczs, ba:!ng nembored. f*om Sixth to Sixteonth. Tho ma.in highwaya in
.and ou.t of town are to the. north across the railrosd tracks via. West
Aveme, ‘to the nmortkeast via Eleventh S'b:.-eet and - to the sorath and
eazt via Sontb. Aveme. There is aleo & no:-th and south 3'creLot called .
Holm&s Road 1ea.ding noxrth ﬁ-om towa from the jmction oz ﬂ!enth and
D S'w-eeter s.nd‘. & north and soutk rosd, called Mallory La.ne, loading
sou’ch i’rom 'town :Erom. the Junctiom of mztee‘nth and X St:ree'ta. T.hose
two no'-tb. and souta roads axe di::'ectly m line with each. other ‘bu'!:
on ouposite ad.c:os of the city. ,
Wet:t Avsnue 13 paved Lor the full length of 't:he oity lim.’:.ts.
North A.vema iz paved. :Ez-om P Street west to West Avemo. mst Averme
is rmpavea and is occupiea by su irrigating ca.nea.. mg ca.na:r. is |
spannect b;g- h*i&gos st Dutd, Auguat a.n& UcGrew Avemmes. Som:h Avemo
18 pa.vea: rro:n Mallory Iane to ..ha eas"erly ci.ty limts. Eolmes Road
end Mu....t.o*y Zane a:r:e both paved to tm city lindte. P, G and I Sh':oets; .
are pa.vq—u. for their £l length w:!.thi.z: tae city. E:!.ghth Sw:eat is
paved :from S'treet to West Avemme, . Tent’a Street i.a paved fz-om Eolmee
Road to Wost Avemze, Eleventh Stroeet :!.a pa:vo& from West Avenm mr-th-
cast to the city 1£m:s.ts, Twelfth Street :La peved :Ercm tb.a west side o:E
the Santa Fe tra,cks to F S'tz-ee't, and . 'L'birteenth Street is paved frum
I Straet to F Street. Tre remain:mg stz-eets are wopaved and E'om:'teon'th
aad Sixtoen‘th Sta:eeta have been clozed fram the Santa Pe tracka to the
alley oe'tween the Santa Te tracke: and G tr.-ee't. | |
The main bu.sines° d:!.e:tri.ct o:E Reedley is situated or. G Stroet‘v
:Erom Tenth o mwelfth St::eeta. i :L:Ltt:!.o more than one-ha.l.f of lthe

o ;pop'nla‘t an a.lso lives on 'cais amo ot the rad’.lroaa. tmcn:. China'town

is au.mted. in the triemgle formed by Eourteenth a.nd'. I Sm:oets ‘and o
szth Aveme on the weaterly side of the Sam:a. 3'9 tracks. E‘i.f‘beenth




Street, which it is proposed to open wader this application, ox-

tends three blocks east of the Sante Fe tracks to the irrigating
camel in East Avenume and two snd one-half blocks west‘bfv the
Southern Pacific 't:raclcs, through Ckinatown, to Sou'm Averrv.e.

Between G Street e.nd the Santa Fe tracks on Fifteenth
Street are four industries. The Earl Proit COmpany and the Reedley
Ice Company are on the north side of Fifteonth Street, The formez- |
being adjacent to the Sante Pe tracka and the Ice COmpany on the
weat coruer of ¢ and Mteenth Streets. The Dinuba Grape Growers |
Asgociation and the Califernmid Table .'&”ruif Compaxy are on the south
side of Pifteenth Street, the Dinubs Grape Growera Assodnﬁon bomg i
situ.ated next to the Senta Fe tracks.

The evidence showa that the principal reasms for deair-— |
ing the construcu on of 't:ho Fiftomth Street crosainga axe to &fford.
an ontlet 4o the weat for the Reed.ley Ice COmpany, Ror toama serv‘_ng
the three fruit companies a.‘oovo mentionea and. as an a.dditional on*
let Loxr the ﬁre depaz-tmo:nt, w:bich is locate& ox '.Eenth Street j‘ast
east of the Sa:a.ta Fe tracks. It is cladmed by a.pp;icant, that at‘ |
times the m’asmga‘ at menth,-'mevonth and Thirteenth Streets are
dlocked by trains end the fire department is there:tore reqa:.roa to |
doudle 'oack a.f'ber crosaing the tracks at Scmth Av'eme at the aouth— -
erly tovm ls.mits, in order %o reach Lires 1n the 3ov.tb.m:1y ;portion
of. tae town. |

| mhe avid.onco of applioant shows, however, that the main’
"reaaon it desiroa to open tmg crossing 13 to relieve traffic con-
gestio:a in that portion of mftgmth Street J.y:.ng‘ ‘ootween the Sants
Pe tracks &nd. ¢ Street. Thig congeation i cauged by traffic t&:n-"
ing into E'if‘teen‘ch Street froa G Street in ordor to get dolivorios
from tho Reedley Ice COmpa.ny During the summer sgesason, . which is |
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also the busy fruit seasonm, congestion im this block makesit difLi-
cult to turn srouwnd and csuses further cmgestibn by mchtraiﬁc
again endeavoring to enter G Streets It is contended’byaﬁlicant‘
that if this crossing were opened, this tragfic could conti_{mo‘ |
southwest acroes the railroad tracks to I Street, thenvnort";‘:r. or
somth on I Street to Thirteenth Street ox South Aveme, Ires‘boc'tively,
ard thexr east again on m:rteenm Street or South .B.vo:mo to & S‘tz-eet
crossing botk reilrosds a second time, Eowevexr, it was 'oo:mted out
by the protes".:a.nta, Southerm Pacific Compaxy, tha't: it wonld. be juat
as difficult to enter the treffic on G Street at Thirteentb. S‘::roet
as 1t wonld at Fi:ttaentb. St::eet.

The carriers contend that the congesti on in Fifteenth
Street between the Santa. Fe traol:s and G Street du:ing the smer
monthe can be relioved by the paving of the alley :mnning ..ongitud— _
inally ‘through Blocka 47 and 48. This alley is cro ss0d by spur
':::mck:.,, one in .'Bloc]: 47 snd one in Block 49, but theze c:.-oseings
would. mot interfexe with the uge of the alley a2 & pu'blic st:root.
It a.ppem t0 the C:onmiasion that 12 thia paving were 1a£d consider-
able of the traffic congestion wonld be ‘relieved a.nd the necoasity

of constructing & bazardous railroed crossing minimized.

The neaxest public crossings to Fifteents Street sre at
The rteenth Street to the nortimest and Sowth Avemme. to the soutieast.
Back of these croaaings 1s appromtely 950 feet distant from Fif-
teenth Street on the Senta Fe aud 950 and 750 feet distant, respectively,
on the Southern Eaciﬁc. . There are four other crossings in tomz at

mwel:tth, Zleventh, ﬁ’enth and West Avenue. Twolfth Street crosses the
Santa Fe tacks but d.oes not c:;oss‘the Southern Pacific.

e proposed crossing world be over three Southern Pacific
tracks and ceven Sante Pe tracks. One of tke Sata Fe tracks 18
approxinately one-half block east of the main Iine and 18 p&rallel
to and 40 Zeet wast 0f the northeasterly line of the a.‘l.ley 'travocrsing
the blodc on tha east side of the Santa Fe. The most westerly Santa
Pe track is a scsle track. Iz order %o comstruct this croesing it

wonld be neceeea.ry‘to*-remove thig scale track and the;' scale bouse,
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which latter is 1oca.1:od. withi.. the 3.i.nas of. T«‘i:tteenth S‘t:reot.
Witness for The Amusm, Topeka snd Santa Fe Railwa.y

| Compa:zy testified tha.t it woa.'i.d ¢cost approxmtely y’Z 000.00 ‘to
reloca.te thig sca.lo and 't:rack a.na. frcm 82, 500.00 to 33, OO0.00 to
cona:t:mct the orossing of the’ Santa To trecks. On the same basia
1t mey be estimated t&:a.t it would coat between $1;'OO0.00 and ’
$1,500.00 to constmt the wo.,aing on the Sowthern Pacific tra.clcc.-
Both\ of '.‘:.ho z-ailroa.d. companies objected to the constructicn oi’ this
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crossing throngh thei:t yerdse -
The testimon;v show:e: that there would Dbe cona&.dera‘c:le
hezaxrd at the crossing on account of tho numbexr- of trach ana. ob-
structionz to view, caused by the 1oca.ti o of the pa.cking houses on |
the easterly side o:t the Sa.z:nta Pe snd weaterly side oa. tbo Southern‘
Pacific COm:pa.z:y a.nd “n:v' ca.rs atazxung on tho sidings ae'mring thoao
packing houses. The tes timony -’n:rthea: shows that this m:-osaing would
::equire groater pro‘cé‘cti on then tha't afforded by & standerd crossing
sign b'a.t ths.'!: a.utoma.‘cic ﬂa.gmen wonld. not be aatiﬁac.torv on accomat
of the m‘bar ot Bwitc}:d.ng movementa over the side tr:a.clw. The pro-
tection *ocommended. was tb.e ina'tallaﬁ.on of a hmman ﬂagman. ;
'J.’he rallrosad companiaa contonded that the ‘ousy 3oa.son at. 'h
the ic.e oompany and the fruit pa.cking bkouses is. also the ’b'a.s:y goason
in the railroad yards anct that it is clesira.ble %o pla.ce ae man;y cars
as possible at. one time opposi.,e thesge paclﬁ.ng honso.., whicb. aomo-
- . times causes 3tr:l:aga of cars to emcroach slﬂ.ghtly on the stroot
15.nas, making the crosaingsmore. ha.zard.ous., They :turther con .ended that
the I.oca.tiioﬁ o.ffthed.r ata.tibns is s::cb. that r nort.h 'batmd' mms-muld ,

block Fifteentk Stroet croa*sing a3 woll a.a mmoenth Stree't “mzt th:t.s

world only oceur on the Southem :Paciﬁc in trains of more than
45 ca.ra a.nd on the Santa. E'e: in trains of more than 32 cara.. Korth-
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bomd snd southbownd freigh‘l: trains wi:;ald have to be at. the station N
- at the same time in order ':cv -'olock azl of the crossings. in town trom  :,‘" )
West Avezue to Fiftesnth Strests - ' (R ‘
The Southexn Pacific Compeny stated that it wowld be necgzs- "
g8ry O move tho build.f.ng on the smthoasterly gide of J!‘ifteen‘th : J
Street and weat of its trac].s soue 25 feet 'ba.ck of the ;oropearty line .
as the Sou‘them Pacific :r:eq:a.ires this 25 feet clear space in o-der to
afford a.ad.itional protec'tion a.t the crossing thrcugb. the mimpaized
view aftor&ed. 'by this set oack. This building belonga to the xings
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COfmty Cuming Company which, it was testified, doaires. to extend
its plant d.irec‘t:ly 8CI088 Z':L:!!teenth S't:reeet. ,
The Santa. T'o opem %us four passenger trains &t high Bpeod.
over this cros..ing and & xumber of freight and awi tch:.ng moves. ﬂ!ho
Southern Pacific Company likewise operates :fcmr paasengor trafins a.nd
an sdditionsl four or Zive freight tralns. During the Zall fratt
season of 1925, the Southern :Paci.t...c Company ope:.-a.ted. eight :zreaght
trains aany, whick consumed from SiX to eignt hours sWitoring "ame
at Reodley. The Santa Peo showed thet during the monthe from. Iy to
the mid“d‘.le‘ o“’ November, 1925, it handled 2100 ca.rloade. of greem‘ :ruit o
out o'z Reo&lay ana: hact 8 regular sw.!.tch engine service eate.'blishod at
this point .from 4300 A.M. to the middle oz the &'ztemoon. |
- In 11:3 Decision No. 15859, da.ted .'famuary lSth, 1926, “the

Comiasion ha.s neld tbat nmore ;:nan the uml ;pu‘nl:l.c convem.me an&.
neceasity nmat exist ‘be:tore a public streot shonla. be oponed thraugh
the middle of & railroa& ya.rd. In thia :!.nstance we: hs.ve a pu'bl:!.c
stxeet wb.:!.ch 11; is desired to open acrozs two ranroad. yards.
Qemmony showa tbat :E‘i:tteenth Street :!.s skoxrt, is- not a mad’.n a.r'tery
and will sexve not more than ﬁ.ve ind.ustriea a.nd pat:rans and a. mnall
.apareely set'tlod. re&ﬁ.donce aection of the City.

The COmm.seion 18 of tho opi::xion that the opo'ns.ng of a-




croesing suck as this through two rallrosd yard.s. is not Justified .

primarfily fraz a @egire on the part of applicant to _régnlate txraf-
fic‘on_a desd end street and at ite -intersection with & prihcipal"
business street in orxder 1o reliave the congestion caused by the
operation of two o:r 'thz:ee industries which are opemte& at capa.city
for only & portion 0f tke year, rorticularly when as in this in-
...ta.nce othor mesuns of ingress a.ni egress to 'cheso induatrﬁ.es ¢can be

' made ravailahle. In aaa.it:.on 1:1 this c8s8e- & ‘por'tion of the testimow
i:m:od.uced by applicant quastions the hazar& at such stroet in'te:r:-
section, -

It appeurs from th& rocord that the granting of this
application wculd. not be in 'the interests of the sa.:Ee'ty, convenie'nco,
and nercessiw of the public as 8 wkole and . that the a.pplica.tion

should be dented. |

The C:L't:y c>"r Reedley, having on J‘a.nuary 11, 1926 nade ap-
plication for permission to open Fifteenth Street acrpss the trac;ks
" of the Southern I’aéiﬁodomp&zw and The Atcison, Topeks and Sants
I'e Reilwy Company, Y public heaa:ing haﬁ.ng ’been held, the COmmia- _
sion ‘oeing app:ﬁ.sed off the facts, the ma.'cter being under snbmiss&on,
and rea.d.y fox decision, | - '
IP IS mx ORDERED that the above entitled a.ppl.:.ca.‘tion bef
.and the same is hereby denied.. |
:Da.tecl at ..,an :E‘::ancisco, California, 'tnia

Ma:'ch. 19?.6.




