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EZFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CATLIFORNIA.

Iz the motter of the application

of the County of San Bermardine

for permission to construcet a ¢xross-
ing at grade over the Atchiszon,
Topeka ard Santa e Railway on
Tomarind Avexuwe, Fontana, San
Berrardino Cownty, California.

Application No. 12,418,

U. O. Hert, Deputy District Attorney for
Applicant.

Y. W. Reed, for The Atchison, Topeka and
Sante Fe Rallway- Company.
WHEITSZLL, COMMISSIONER:

OPINIONX

In this proceeding the Board of Supervisors of San
3ernardiine County seck permission to construct Tamarind Avenue

at grade across The Atchison, Topeka ard Sante Fe Rallway Conm-

pany's main line in the vicinity of Fortanza Townsite, Saxn Ber—

nardine Cownty, Californiz.

A public hearing was held at San Bernardinoe on February
26th, 1926, at whick time the matter was submitted.

In the vicinity of Fontana Tomasite, the north and southk
streets arc one-quarter of a mile apart and east and west streets
axre one~half of a mile apart. There are some exceptions to this
plarn, particvlerly in developed bdusiness centers as in the case of
the Fontana Townsite proper, where the streets are spaced at lesser

intervals.




Tamarind Avenue is one of the system of north and south
highways in this distriet. It extends from Base Line road on the
north to Manping Avenue on the south, a distance of about three
miles and *the record shows that there are under contemplation
plans to extend it one-half mile further south to commect with
Colton Avenue. Taomarind Avenue is essentially & local sireet as
are most of the other noxrth and south streets in this Locality.

In gereral the distriet in the vicinity of the proposed crossing
15 subdivided imto tracts of about two and ome-half acres each
and most of the land is devoted to the growth of citrus fruits or
to amall chicken ranches.

The Sants Fe track intersects Tamarind Avenuve about mid-
way between Perris and Merrill Avenues, two east and west highways
located about one=half mile apart. Another cast and west road,
Ansstasia Avenue, which extends westerly from Tamarind Avenue, lies
about 500 feet south of the Sante Fe betweexn the railroad and Mer—
rill Avenue. There are six dwellings on Tamarind Avenue between
Porris and Merrill Avenues, three of which are north of the rail-
road and turee south thereof, the latiter three being also south of

Anastasia Avenue. It appears that the greater portion of the dis-

trict in the vieinity of the proposed ¢rossing has recently been
purchased with the intention of developing it as small ranches and
many new homes are now under consitruction.

The railroad track over whicﬁ this crossing is souwght is
the Santa Fe's main line %o the East, over which theore are nor-
mally twelve passenger train and ten freight train movements per
day. Most of the passenger trains travel at high rates of speed
in the vicinity of the propozed crossing. The Santa Fe Company
opposes the opening of tals ¢rossing on the ground that the public

conveniensce that would be rendered theredy would not Jjustify the




bhazard that wowld be incidert to its construction.

Witnesses testifiel relative to a number of irstances
whore drivers of pleasure cars and trucks had assumed that Tamarind
Aveaue was open across the railroad and after discovering their
mistake had to tum back axd finally cross the railroad at the

nearest crossing t0 the east or west. This inconvenience to that

portion of the public, who are not familiar with the faot that this

i3 not a through stroet, could be in a large measure corrected by
the installation of suitable signs on Tamerind Avenue at Perris
and Anastasia or derrill Avenues.

Probably the greatest public comverience to be afforded
by the consiruction of the proposed crossing would result from the
direct route between points on opposite sides of the railroad on
this highway for such traffic as happens or originates on Tamarind
Avenue and the means of direct communication between the six resi-
dents of this 3treet located near the railroad. It is apparezt that
the totel amount of this traffic is comparatively small. The high-—
way system in this vicinity at present affords the residents on
Tamarind Avenue adjacent to the railroad practically direct lires
of communicetion with the nearby trading centers. Some of the wit-
nesses testified that they would use Tamarind Avenue im orossing the
railrond in preference to Alder Avenwe, located one=-guarter of a
nile to the east, due to the poor condition of the Alder Avenue
roadway. This is g condition that can be corrected by suitadle
improvement of Alder Averwe snd cannot be cornsidered as a reason
Justiiyi.nglthe opering of an additional grade crossing.

The view at the proposed crossing is seriously impaired dy
citrus groves on ecach side of the railroad, ard by a windbreak of
evcalyptus trees planted along the south side of the track.

Since this district 4s being subdivided in rather large
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lots, it i3 not reasomable o suppose that houses will be built
in close proximity to each other Lor some time to come.

From the evidence znow before the Commission it does mot
appesr that the small smount of traffic that might be expected to
uge this croszsing wowld Justify the public hazaxd that would be
incident to the corstruction of & grade crossing over such an im=- -
portant high spoed railroad where the view is seriously impaired,
especially in view of the fact that this traffic¢ is now affoxrded
access over the railroad at adjacent crossings, eack of which i3
located within a distance of one-guarter of a mile of the crossing
proposed.

It appears therefore that the application shouvld dbe
denied.

Public hearing having been held on the above entitled
application and the matiter now standing submitted and being ready
for decision,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled application
be and it iz hereby denied without prejudice.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of California.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days after thn date hereof. -
/e
Dated at San Francisco, California, this \Z day of

j‘?d , 1926.




