
]ecision No. 1t'4:;f/L. 

:a:::rORE TEZ RAILROAD COraaSSION OF ~D SUTE OF CALIFO:RU,U. 

) 
In the Matter of the Application ) 
of the CITY OF :BUP..:B.ANX, a. mun1o.i:paJ. ) 
corporation, for ~ermission to in- ) 
stall a grade crossing over the ) Application No. 11.554. 
traoks of t he Southern Pacifio Rail- ) 
road at Lincoln Street, in the City ) 
of Burbank, California. ) 

-------------------------------) 
James E. ~tchel1, City A~torney, for Applicant. 
D. U. Cressman, :fer Southern Pacific Cem:Pa:tl1. 

SEAVEY, CO~SSIONER: 

OPINION 

In the above-entitled preceeding autherity is seught 
to. construct Lincoln Street at grade acress Sou~ern Pacific Com-

pany's Chatswerth Branch in the City ef Burbank, Les Angeles 

Ceunty, California. 
A ~ub11c hearing vms held in this matter in Loa ADgel&8 

March 15, 1926. 
Lincoln Street is a northerly and southerly highway 

located ~bout a mile and one~quarter to. the west of the business 

center ot the city of Burbank. It is now o.pened from San Fer-

ns.ndo. Road on the north to. Cla.rk Avenue en the south, a distance 

of a little less than two miles, except across the Chatsworth 

Branch of the Southern Pacifio.. In the vicinity of the pr~o8ed 

crossing Lincoln Street is 60 feet in width. The City Counoil of 

Burbank recently passed a resolution which reqUires al~ bUildings 
on e1tb.e= side ot Lincoln Street ~o be eet beak at least 50 feet 
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from the center line of the street. 
At the ~resent time there is en' unauthorized crossing 

over the railroad at Lincoln Street at the location proposed here-

in. It a~pears that this crossing was constructed at the time 

Lincoln street was improved, about one year ago. Southern Pacifio 

Company has attempted to ~revent the USe of tbis'erossing by erect~ 

ing posts on each side of the ~rack, but at times these ~osts are 

removed and vehicles again cross the railroad~at this location. 
~e nearest crossing over the railroad to the west ot 

the one proposed herein is at Buena Vista Street, a distance of, 

about 700 feet, while to the east the nearest orossing is at ~n 

Street~ looated at a distanoe of about one mile. Buena Vista 

Street is an important paved highway which affords a d1reot con-

neotion between Central Avenue on the north and Alameda Avenue on 

the south, a distanoe of about It miles, as well as between the 

intervening highways. According to the plana of the Los Anee~&s 

County Regional ~lanning Commission, it is contamplate~ to make 

this highway an im:portant artery 10C feet in wid th. ~he PltlllD.ing 

Commission·s network of im~ortant highways for this d1Btrict does 

not include Lincoln Street. The district in the vicinity of the 

pro~osed crossing is served with a system of important east and 

west highw~ys located approximately one-half mile apart. Central 

Aventle and Magnolia Avenue are paved highways :parallel to am 
one~uarter of a mile to the north ~d south respectively of the 

Chatsworth Branch. 
The folloWing tabulation shows the result of a traffio 

count taken by the City of Eurbsnk With respect to Southern Pac1-

fie Company's Chatsworth Eranoh: 



Number of 
Grade Crossing Date Time Vehioles 

Eue:lS. Vi s ta. St. Wednesday, :Mar.17.1926. IS A .. M. to 8 P.M. 414 

Linooln Street, " n " II " " 47 

:Buena Vista St. Sunda.y. Mar.2l,1926. " " " 605 

Linooln Street, n " " " " " 68 

From this tabulation it is apparent that the volume of 

traffio over the railroad in the vicinity of the proposed orossing 

is not great at this time. 
The district near the pro~osed orossing is eseentially . 

residential, a rather large number of houses having been bUilt re-

cently, especially to the north of the railroad. 
~he Southern Pacific's Chatsworth Eranch. ovar which the 

crossing of Lincoln Avenue is sought, diverges from the main line 

at Burbank and. conneots again at Chatsworth. At the pres,ant time 

there are normally only four regular freight train movements per 

day over this branch but if it were to be used as a seoond mAin 

track, in accordance wi th e. plan that has been developed by ~i;he 

Southern Pacific COnlpaIlY. instead of construoting a second t:c-aok 

along the present main line route between Burbank and. Chatswt:lrth, 

there would inevi tably result a large volume of high s];leed rl3.ilroad 

traffio on this line. 
Fro~ the evidence at hand it does not a~pear that publio 

convenience and necessity justify the construction of a~ additional 

crossing over this railroad within a distance of 700 feet of ~~ 

eXisting crossing, as this crossing would not shorten tb.e li~e of 

travel tor any conSiderable amount of vehicular traffic at.th~B 

time, and Lincoln Avenue ~oes not ap];lesr to be an essential unit 

i:n the Regional Highway Plan tha.t has been developed for this tern:';; 

tory. 
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~e following form of order is re.coxnmended: 

ORDER --- ---
Rearing haVing bee~ held on the above-entitled appli-

oation and the matter now standing submitted ~nd. read~ £or de-

cision, for rellsons set forth in the foregoing O!,1n1.on, 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-entitled a~~11oa~ 

tion be and the same hereby is denied. 

The foregoing Op1n1on and Order are hereby approved 

and ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Com~ 

mission of the State of California. 

Dated at San Francisco, Cal1forn1e, ~his ttl day 
I 

of April, 1926.. 

COmmissioners. 
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