Decislon No. //é/</L2{ th-h.

BEFOIE TEZ RAILROAD COLMISSION OF THEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the spplication of
the COUNTY OF FR=ZSNO, State of Cali-
fornia, foxr a permit to comstruct
and maintain a »ublic highway cross-
ing at grade over the right of wsy
and tracks of the Hanford & Swmmit
Lake Railroad Company &t a point
commencing on the gouth side of ilt.
Taitney Avenue and extending south-
orly across the main line and the
gwitck track of said railroad com-
vany immedistely south of said main
line.

Application No. 12,4395

C. M. Ozizs, Deputy District Attorney,
for the County of Fresno.
H. W. Hobbds, Lor Southern Pacific Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINIOCX

This is an spplication by the County of Fresno for permis-
sion to open 8 public crossing at grade across the tracks of the
Southern Pacific Company on & north and south road through thé
senter of the nortawest 1/4 of Section 25, Township 17 South, Rauge
19 Past, in the Town of Riverdalss. A public hearing was held at
Freano before Zxaminer Austin on liarck 30, 1926, at which timb the
matter was submitted. |

The Town ox Riverdale is located ‘spproximately 22 miles
gouth and west of the city of Fresno on what was formerly the Henford

and Summit Lake Railwsay Company, now owned by the Southern Racific
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Railroad Company and operated by Southern Pacific Company.
The town is divided into two portions by Mt. Whitney Avenue,

& walin east and west highway ruxning between the towas of Iaton end

Lanare. The railroad right-of-way Lls adjscent to the southerly side

of Ut. Waitney Avenuns. At the half-section li;e of Section 25, the
rallroad curves to the south paralleling the easterly side of the
southwest 1/4 of Section 25. The business section of Riverdale is
situated on the north side of Mt. Whitney Avenue in the southwest
cornexr of Section 24. The Riverdale High School 1s located on the
aorth side of lit. Wkitney Avenue near the middle of the southesast
1/4 of Section 24. The grammsr school is located on the north side
of lt. Whltney Avenue at the southwest cormer of the southeast 1/4
of Section 23.

A subdivision of some six blocks, devoted to industries and
residences, is located on the south side of the railroad in the north-
east 1/4 of the nmorthwest 1/4 of Section 25. There are, at the present
time, three public crossings connecting this residence section with
Ut. Waltney ivenue, viz: at Ivy Avenue, Florence Avenus and Valentine
Avenues There is also & publie crossing at Braley Avenne on the west
lire of Section 25, about ;800 feet west of Ivy Avenue which is about.
580 feet sast of the crossing spplied for. There i3, 8t the vresent
time, & private crossging lossted at the site of the crossing ayplied
for in this proceeding, which serves the Southern Pacific Company?’s
stock corrals and four houses locatedlon the road leading soﬁth from
the orossing. The record shows that the stock corrsl yrojects 18.3
foet into the sasterly 1/2 of the 60=foot road which the Comnty pro-
Poses to construct if this application is granted. If this road
were oconstructed, it would be necessary to cut off and rebhmild this

wosterly end of the stock corrals.




The residence subdivision of six blocks, above mentioned,
is divided by an east and west reoad, called First Avenune, located
ene dlock south of It. Whitney Avenus,which comnects all of the
rzorth and south roads Iin the subéivision. The subdivision is bound~
ed on the southerly side by Burrough Ditch. One residence is located
south of tais ditche

The two bdlocks adjacent to the road connected to Mt, Whit-
ney Avenue by the private crossing contain nine houses, exeluding the
one south of the ditche Fivo of these houses are equally.well sexrved
by the crossing at Ivy Avenue, leaving four to be served dy the pro-
posed crossings The record shows that the private crossing and the
road thereto are very narrow and in poor conditlion and the approaches
t0 the crossing are sbrupt and roughe

Frst Avenue ig well graveled and in good conditlon, as
are Ivy, Florence and Valentine 4venues. The record shows that
practically all of the traffic from this suwbdivision tends to go in
an oasterly rather than in a westerly direction, as the business sec=-
tion of Riverdale, the main road to Fresno, and the High School are
all east of the proposed crossings The record shows that it was also
proposed to move the Riverdale Grsmmar School from itas preaent locat=
fon, 3/4 of a mile west of tho crossing wndor consideration either to
a point on Florence Avenue about three blocks norih of Nt. Whitney
Avenue, or to the vacant pasture land immedlately Qest of the road
serving the crossing which 1t is proposed to open. The former site
would appear 10 require & less number of children to oross the raile
road and the main highway than the latter.

The traffic on all of the rosds from Braley Avenue to

Valentine Avenue is rather light. The traffic check taken by the

Southern Pacific Compeny on Tuesday, Jsmuary 26, 1926, between the

hours of 6:00 A.d. and 6:00 P.ll., shows the following resulis:




Pedes~ Horse

Autos Trucks “4rians Drawvn  Blcycles iscs
Braley Avenue 33 A0 1o Y A - 2

Private Crossing 11 - 19 1 20 1
Ivy Avenue 29 10 24 3 8 1

Te Southern Pacific Company operates one mixed train dally
over these crossings.

The Southern Pacific Company opposed the opening of the
proposed crossing, claiming that there were already too many crossings
in this vicinity, there being six in a distance of one-hslf mile.

sssistant Division Zngineer of Southern Paclfic Company,

2« T« Langdale, recommended that if the proposed crossing were opened,
the crbssing at Ivy Avenue be ciosed for the reason that cars spotted
on spuxrs crossing Ivy Avenue obotructed the view of the main line and
for “he further reason that the grades of approach on the Ivy Avenue

orossing are the steepest of any In this vicinity. It appears from
the record that the Town of Riverdale is slready adequately served

by the pudblic crossings already in existence and that additionsl pub~
1ic crossings are unnecessary and not required by public convenience
and necessity.

It appears, bowever, that the opening of the crossing pro-
posed would more a&equdtely and safely serve the residents of the tract
on the south side of the railrocad than would the Ivy Avenue crossing,
which is only 578 feet distant and but 380 feet from the Florénce
Avenue crossing. The opening of the private crossing as a public cross=-
ing, as herein prayed for, and the closing of the Ivy Avenus, would
meke one less crossing in this vieinity, which Is in the interests of
safety. It wovld therefore appesx that the application should be
granted providing the Ivy Lvenue Croasing be clogsed. The cost of

ccnstructiﬁg new crogsings ig generslly aggessed to the applicant, but

the closing of the Ivy Avenue crogsing wovld eliminate certein operst-
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ing inconveniences to the rallroad and 1t therefore seems reasonmable

t0 assess a portion of the cost of comstructing the new crossing and

of removing the Ivy Avenue Crossing to the Southern Pacific Company.

The County of Fresno, having on January 15, 1926, made app=-
lication for permission to oper & public road across the tracks of
the Southern Pacific Company in the Town of Riverdale in said County,
a public hearing having been held, the Commission being apprised of
the facts, the matter being under submission and ready for declsion,

IT IS EIZRE3Y O2DZIRED that perﬁission be and it is heraedy
granted to the County of Fresmo, State of Califormis, to comstruct
and maintein a public road atlgrade.acfoss the tracks of Southern
Pacific Company in the Town of Riverdele in ssid Countly, as shown on
the map atteched to the application, ssid crossing to be comstructed
subfect to the Ffollowing conditions and not otherwise:

(1) Seid crossing shall be made &n openr pubiic crossing only

wpon condition that the crossing at Ivy Avenue be closed to pudlic
travel.

(2) The entire expense of constructiné the crossing, includ=-
1nglcost of remodeling stock corral and of closing the Ivy Avenus Cross-
ing shall be borne equally by sapplicant and Southern Pacific Company.
The cost of maintenance of said crossings up to lines two (2) feet out-
side of the outside rails shall be borne by applicante The ﬁainten—
snce of that portion of the crossing between limes twe (2) feet out-
side of the outside rails shall be borne by Southern Paéific Companye.

Xo portion of the cost herein assessed to applicant Zor the construct-
ton or meintenance of said erossing shall be assessed by cpplicant,
in any manner whatsoever, to the operative property of Sonthern Psacific

Companye
(3) The crossing shall be comstructed of & width not less
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then twenty (20) feet and at an angle of nivety (90) degrees to the
railroad and wifh grades of approach not greatermthgn f£ive (5) per
cent: shall be constxructed substantially in accordance with Sf&ndaxa
Xo. 2 as specified in General Ordef Xo. 72 of this Commission; shall
be protected by a suitadle crossing sign and chell in evexry way be
made safe for the passage thereon of vehlcles and other road traffic.

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,

notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the fnstall-

ation of said crossing.

(5) If s=id crossing shall not have been installed within
one year froﬁ the date of this order, the suthorization herein grante
ed shall then lepse and become vold, unless further time is granted
by subsequent order.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to mske such fur-
thex orders relative to the location, construﬁtion, operstion, main-
tepance and protection of sald crossing &8 to it may seem right and
proper and to revoke its permission if, In its judgment, the public -
convenience and necessity demand such action.

The authority herein granted shall beéome effective on the ,

date hereocf. fﬁ
Dated at San Franeisco, California, this 52 [‘2 day of

%,\A’f/ , 19264

Commissioners.




