
J)e~ision No. II ~t r- . 
BEFOEB TEZ RAILROAD cotmSSIO~T OF THE STAT?: OF CALIFORL"IA. 

) 
In the matter of the application of ) 
the COUNTY 0:5' FR:a:SNO~ State o,t Cali.. ) 
fomia, for II permit to c.onstruc.t ) ~ 
and mai!t.ta1n a ,u'b11c. highway cross- ) 
ing at grade over the right of way ) 
and tracks of the Hanford. 8: Sttmmi t ) Applioation No. 12,439. 
Lake Railroad Company at a point ) 
oommencing on the south side of ~t. ) 
~itney Avenue and e~end1ng south- ) 
erly aoross the main line and the ) 
SWitch track of said railroad oom- ) 
pany tmmediately south of said main ~ 
line. ) 

C. M. OZ14S~ Deputy Distriot Attorney, 
for the Connty of Fresno. 

H. W. Robbs, tor Southern Pacific Compa~. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ... _------
This is an applic.ation by the County of' :Fresno for :permis-

s10n to open a public crossing at grade aoross the tra~s of the 

Southern Pacifi0 Company on a north and south road through the 

eenter of the northwest 1/4 of Section 25, Township 17 South, Range 

19 East, 1n tho Town of :Riverdale. A pub-lie hearing was held at 

Fresno before ~m1ner Austin on !.!arch 30~ 1926~ at which time the 

matter was ~bmitted. 

~he ~own oX'B1v8r~ale is located'approximately a2 miles 

south and wast of tho Oity of Fresno on what was formerly the Hanford 

and S'llItltl.1 t Lake Railway Company:. now owned "01 the Southam ~8eif1c 
j 



Railroad Company and operated by Southern Pacifi0 Company. 

The town is d.ivided. into two· portions by Ut~ Whitney Avenue. 

a main east and west highway runn~ between the towns of Laton and 

Lanare. The railroad. right-oi-way is adjacent to the southerly side 
• of Mt. Whitney Avenue. At the half-seotion line of Section 25~ the 

railroad e~es to the south paralleling the easterly side of the 

southwest 1/4 of Section 25. The bUSiness section of Riverdale is 

Situated on the north Side ot Mt. Whitney Avenue in the southwest 

oorner of Seot1on 24. The ~iverdale High School is loeated on the 

north side of Mt. 1¥bitney Ave~ue near the middle of the southeast 

1/4 of Section 24. The grammsr school is located on the north s1de 

of Ut. Whitney Avenue at the southwest corner of the southeast 1/4 
of St=)otion 23. 

A subdiVision of some six blocks, devoted to industries and 

reSidences, is located on the south side of the railroad in the north-

east 1/4 of the northwest 1/4 of Section 25. There are, at the present 

time, three public crossings connecting this residenoe section With 

Ut. W".o.itney Avenue, viz: at Ivy Avenue~ Florence Avenue and Valentine 

Avenue. ~hc::,e is also eo pub·lie crossing at Braley Avenue on the west 

l~e of Section 25~ about 1800 feet west of Ivy Avenue Which is about 

580 feet east of the cross'ing applied for. TAGre is, at the' present 

time, s private croseing located at the site of the crossing applied 

for 1n this proceeding, which serves the S~thern Pacific COmp~TS 

stock corrals and four bouses located on the road leading south fram 

the orossing. The record shows that the stock corral projects 18.3 

feet into th.e easterly 1/2 of the 50-foot road which the County pro-

poses to construct if this application is granted. If this road 
were oonstructed, it would be necessary to cut off and rebuild this 

westerly end ot the st~ck oorrals. 
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The residence subdivision of six blooks. above mentioned, 

is divided by an east and west road, called First Avenue, located 

one bloek south of Mt. Whitney Avenue,wh1ch connects all of the 
north and sOilth roads in tho subdivision. ~he subdivision is b,o'al'ld-

ed on the southerly side by Burrough Ditch. One"residence is located 

so~th of this ditch. 
The two bloek3 adjacent to the road connected to Mt. Wh1t- . 

nay Avenue by the private cross1ng contain nine houses, exo.lud1ng the 

one south of the ditch. Fivo of these houses are equally well served 

by the crossing at Ivy Avenue, leaving four to be served by the pro-

posed crossing. Tho record shows that the private cross~ and the 

road thereto are very narrow and in poor condition and the approaches 

to the crossing are abrupt and rough. 

~irst Avenue is well graveled and in good condition, as 

are Ivy, Florenoe and Valent1ne Avenues. The record shows that 

practically all of the traffio from this subdivision tends to go in 

an easterly rather than in a westerly direction, as the business sec-

tion of Riverdale, tho main road to Fresno, and. the High School are 

all east of the proposed crossing. The record shows that it was also 

pr~posad to move the Riverdale Grammar School from its present looat-

ion, 3/4 of a mile west of thO cross~ under considerstion either to 

a point on Florence AVen'tl6 about three blocks north of Mt. Whitney 

Avenue, or t~ the vacant pasture land immediately west of the road 

serving the cross~g which it is proposed to open. The former site 

would appear to re,quire a less number of children to oroes tbe rail-

road and the main highway than the latter. 

The traffio on all of the roads from Braley Avenue t~ 

Valentine Av~ue is rather light. The traffic cheek takan by the 

Southern Pacific Company on Tuesday, January 26~ 1926~ between the 

hours o·! 6:00 A.Me nnd 6:00 P.M., shows the .. following results: 



B.raley Aven'tle 
Private Cross1ng 
Ivy Avenue 

Autos 
33 
II 
29 

Pedes-
Tru~ks tr1ana 

16 16 
19 

10 Z4 

Horse 
Drawn :Bicycles Mise. 

1 2 
1 20 1 
3 8 1 

~e Southern Pacific Company operates one mixed train daily 

over these crossings. 
The Southern Pac1fic Com~any opposed the o~en1ng of the 

proposed crossing, claiming that there were already too many crossings 

in this vicinity, there 'being s1x 1n a distanoe of one-half m1le. 

4ssistant Division 3ngineer of Southern Pacific Company, 

B. T. Langdale, reoommended that if the proposed crossing were ~enedt 

the eross1ng at Ivy Avenue be closed for the reason that carS spotted 

on spurs orossing Ivy Avenue obstructed the view ot the main line and 

for ~he fUrthor reason that the grades of approach on the Ivy Aven~e 

orossing are the steepest of any in this vioinity. It appears from 
the reoord. that the Town of Riverdale is already adequately served 

by the public cross1ngs already in eXistenoe and that additional pub-

110 crossings are unneoessary and not required by public convenienoe 

and necessity. 
It appears, however, that the opelling of the orossing pro-

posed would more adequately and safely serve the residents of the trao.t 

on the south side ot the railroad than would the Ivy Avenue crossing, 

which is only 578 feet distant and but 380 feet from the Florenoe 

Avenue crossing. Tbe open1ng of the private crossing as a publ1e cross-

ing, as her6~ prayed for, and the e~ostng of the Ivy Avenue. would 

make one less crossing in thisvioinity, wbich is 1n the interests of 

safety. It wo't?_ld therefore a.ppear that the appl1oation should be 

granted :providing the Ivy Avenue Crossing be closed. Tlie cost of 

~an8truet1ng new oross1llgs is 8eneral~y assessed to the applieant, but 

the o.losing ot the Ivy Avenue cross~g would 61~ate certain operat-
\ 



ins inconveniences to tAe ~ailroad and it therefore seems reasonable 
to assess a portion of the cost of construoting the new cro,ssing and 

of removtng the Ivy Avenue Crossiug to the Southern Pacifie Company. 

ORDER - - - _ ... 
~he County of Fresno, havins on January l5, 1926, made app-

lication for permission to open a pub lie road across the traoks of 

the Southern Paoifio Company in the ~own of Eiverdale in said County, 

a publio hearing having been held~ the Commission being apprised of 

the fa.ots, the matter being under submie810n and ready for deoision, 

IT IS ~y OEDESED that permission be and it is hereby 

granted to the County of Fresno, State of California, to construot 

a~d maintain a publi0 road at grade across the tracks of Soutbern 

Paeifie Company in the Town of Riverdele 1n said County, as shown on 

the map atteched to the application, said crossing to be constructed 

subject to the following conditions and not otberwise: 

(l) Scid orossing sball be made an open publio cross~g only 

upon condition tbat the crOSSing at Ivy Avenue be closed to p~~11c 
travel. 

(2) Th~ entire expense of constructing the crossing, includ-

ing cost of r&model~g stock corral and of closing the Ivy Avenue Cross-

ing shall be borne e~ually by a~p11cant and Southern Pac1fic Comp~. 

The eost of maintenance of said crossings up to lines two (2) feet out-

side of the otltside rails shall be borne by applicant. The mainten-

ance of tnat portion of the crosSing between lines two (2) feet out-

side of the outSide rails shall be borne by Southern Pacific Company. 

No portion of the cost here~ assessed to applicant for the oonstruct-

ion or ma1ntenance oi sai<l orossing shall be assessed by c.pplioant, 

in any manner whatsoever, to the operative property of Southern Pacifio 

Company. 

(3) The crossing shall be oonetructed of a width not less 
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than twenty (20) feet and at an :lJlgle of nillet~ (90) degrees to the 
, 

railroaa and with grade~ of approach ~ot greater than fiye (5) per 

oont; shall be constructed substantially in accordance with Standard 

No~ 2 as specified in General Order No. 72 of this Commission; shall 

be protected by a suitable crossing sign and shall in ever~ wa~ be 

made safe for the passage thereon of vehicles and other road traffio. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter, 

notify this Co:mm1ssion, in wi ting, of the eompletion of the 1:a.stall-

ation of said cross~. 
(~) If ssid crossing shall not hays been installed within 

o~e year from the date of this order, the authorization herein grant-

ed shall then lapse and become void, unless further time is granted 

by subse~uent order. 
(6) The Commissio~ reserves the right to make sueh fur-

ther orders relative to the location, construction, operation, main-

tenance and protection of said croasing as to it ma~ seem right and 

proper and to revoke its permission if, tn its judgment, the publia 

oonvenienoe and neeessit~ demand su~ aation. 
The authority herein granted shall become effeotive on the 

date noreo!. 
]ated at San FranciSCO, California, this ,2,,/<;. tt d~ of 

C1#J\4 'b . 1926. 

Commissioners • 
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