Decision Koe /‘ é 73 ‘?

1

DEFORE THE RAILRCAD COMMISSION OF TES STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the latter of the Application of )
AUTO TRANSIT COMPANY, a corporstion, )
for a cexrtificate  of public convenlence )
and pecessity to operste an auto stage )
1ine for the %transportation of passengers, }
for compensation, betweez Ralo ilto, )
Yoyfield, iountain ¥iew, Summyvsle, )
Cupertino, Ssratoge, Los Gatos, Lexington, ) dppolication
4lme, Zoly City, Summit, Glenwood, Send Hill, ) Nol.1l726
Tine =ill Rocd ard Felvon Road, Californis, )

and between said points ard points norih )

and south thoreof on opplicant's present )

route, or routes, between San Fraucisco and )

Senta Cruz, Monterey, Zollister and Salinas, )
Celifornis, and intermediate points via )

Palo Also, Sunnyvale and Los Getos,Californis. )

Terbert C. Jones, Gilbort D. Boalt, and Senborn and
Roehl and De Lencey C. Smith by A.B.2cehl, for
Applicant, _

?.E.Chopin end W.F. Jemes, for Peninsulaer Rallway
Compaxy, Protestont,

T2rr7 A Zncell and das. A, liiller, by Harry L.Encell,
for DPeerless Stages, Inc., Protestant, _

J.E.Mc Curdy, for Peninsule Rapid Transit Company and

. Pacific 4Auto Stuges, Protvestants,

¥.W.Kobbs, for Southern Pacific Company, Protestant,
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Auto Transit Company, & corporation, has potitioned the

Redilroad Commission for an order declaring thet public convenlence
and necessity require the contiruwance of operation by it as a”
common csrrier of passengers by sutomobile stages beltween inter =
mediate points on its suthorized route between San Francisco snd
Sente Cruz, vis LOS Gotos, end between such intormediate points
apd the termini of Sen Francisco and Sants Cruz, on sald route;
an§ alse for euthority to %ransport passengers detween sald Inter-
mediote points on its Scn Francisco-Santa Cxuz route arnd points
south and east of Sante Cruz, i.e., Monterey, Zollister, Szlinae

and intermediaste points.




Public hearings on this application were conducted by Examiner
Eondford at San Pranciseco, the matter wss duly swbmitted and is now
ready for decisidn.

Ayvlicant's service between San Francisco and Santa Cruz was

originally~au£horized by this Commission's Decision No.5300 on Lp-

rlicetion N0.3669, as decided November 4; 1918, seid decision
authorizing the transvortation oL moasengers betwosn SanBrancisco
ond Santa Crmz and intermodiste points, arnd providing that no
local passengers should be carried between Wenlo Park or Camp
Tremont and San rranclsco wnless vacant seats were available, and
providing, further, thot 2o local service should be established
bstween Xenlo Fzrk or Camp Fremont cnd Sen Francisco.

On September 12, 1925, the Commission by 1ts Decision N0.15391
in Caze No.2102 found that'applicant had no authofity.to serve
intermedicte points on its route between Scunta Cruz and San
Irancisco excepting The intermediete voints of lendo Park and
cenmp rremont and restricted as to suck points by the limitation
thaat vecant sests must be availablo. |

applicent slleges that in good faith, and relying on its
intexpretation of tho order in Jecision No.S5200 on Application
Noa3669, it estoblished on July 17, 1919, its service between San
Frencisco cnd Santa Cruz and intermediate points; that puﬁiic.con—
venience and necessity require the continuance of service hetween
tke intermediste points on ite Sexts Cruz-Sen Francisco route and
the termini, and also betweon such intermediate points and points
south anﬁ east of Santa Cruz, ke.e., lonterey, Salinas, Eollister
and intermediate points.\ 

Applicant vyroposes to charge fares in accordance with o
schednle marked "Exhibit A"; to operste on & time schedule marked
"Exhibit B, both oxhibitSbeing sttached to and forming a part
of the appiication herein. The eguipment »roposed to be nged
congists of Fageol, Pierce-irrow and Packard cars with an aggre-
gate total seating capacity of 201 passengers.
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r. Goo. E. Zigging, President of applicent corvoration, testi-
fied that he first became connected with the company in December,
1520, by reason of acquiring & half interest. At the time of his
becominge interested in the company thé operation wasg susvended,
vnder awthority of the Commission, sccount the Winter season and
adverse road conditions. Then verfice was resumed in the spring
of 1921 all intermediate points to and soutn of Palo ALto were
served end such service of intermediate points was contimued there-
sfter. TWitness further testified thet sdditionsl equipment was
purchasea %o care for passengers to and from intermediate points
which would not have been reguired f£or the through business; thet
if through business only were to be sulthorized an investment of
$17,500 in two new cars ﬁoul& be unnecessary; that adequate service

had heen rendered to Intormediste voints, extra cars boing sent out

to care for overflow traffic as regards both through and intermed -

iate vpassengers; thet the present proverty value of the company is

$76,000 with $41,000 stock outstanding; and thet the compahy ism

able to finance the purchese of cdditional equivment should the
Cemands of treffic require.

_Dr. Ches. S. Arnold, Superintendent and resident physician
of the Odd Fellows' Zome ot Saratoge, testified that he had found®
the service of appiicanx to 111 & particular neod as regards trang=
vortation between Sarctogs and San Fremeisco; that it was used
for residentc of the rhome and wus désirable in $hat no transfer
was necessaryj;and that he hed heard no compleint as to inndequate
seating facilitieg. The witness vreferred to use the atages
0L apvlicant rather than his own car.

Col. C.E.S.Wood, residing ot San Francisco, testified that
ke had & swmmer residenco at Los Gatos and patrbnized the stage
line of aprlicant, preferring'such sexrvice rathér than tke use of
zis private cer, #nd disliking transfer at Palo Alto required on
moét schedules of the railroed.

Wr, Zéwin S. Williems, residing at Palo 4lto, iz engaged in
tke development of real estete in the Santa Cruz mountains and
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ig in fovor of the aprlication, believirng thot the highway trans;
rortation should be developed particularly between Intermediate
communities. VWitnecs does rot own an automobile and prefers stages
o the electric railway service between Palo Alto and Los Gatos.:

res Geo. i. Trux, residing two miles north of Tos Gatos,
testified that altkhough he has used the stages of apflicanx but
oncae, they sre frequent 1y used by his wife, his guests snd friends
aud In his opinion the service heretoloxe rendored has been very
desirable.

Er.‘E.B. Lakin, President of the Chember of Commerce of
2alo Alvo ¢ tiﬁied vha* re was familiar with the stage sorvice
terevofore rendered by applicent; that he hed & swmmer resi&ence
ot Carmel axnd if the service was 2ot %o be continuwed he wonld be
obliged to use ths trains of Southern Pzcific Company. Witness
had no compleints regaxrding eny inadequacy of service on'stage
line of applicent.

¥ro. Zarry Ryen, residing at "Call of the Wild lanch™,adbotut
3% miles goutzr of Los Gatos axnd near Alua, has o subdivision in
the Senta Cruz mountains known ss "Call of the Wild" of which 80
lots nave slresdy teen sold end 20 cottages erected. The sub -
division was opened sbout 15 years ago and is visited by lot owners
and vaecationists. ALnother land subdivision is about to be placed
on the moerxet by this witness near Glenwood, which will also be
sexrved by ayplicanti’s line.

r. Johm E. Beclomen, postmaster at Patchen Rostoffice, located
on the highway batwoen Los Gotos and Santa Cruz, testified that it
would be & seriows personal Inconvenience if the service heretofore
rendered by spplicent were 4o be discontinued as his locstion is 4%
miles from railroad zervico.

Mre W.E.Riker, residing =t Eoly City and engaged in gemeral

business activities at such point, testifled that ke hed used the

stoges of applicant;thet Foly City wes & community on the highwey

et whick persons Lrom the off~highwey polnts in the Santa Cruz

Younteins bvoarded or left stages when enroute o or from Santa
-4—
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Cruz or Sen Francisco snd intermediste points. Witness further

testified that the vermaenent nopulation at Eoly City wus 35 people
and that the summex population was a consideradly greater number,
ond +vhet, in his opinion, 99 percent of the people visiting that
point came in yrivately owned automobiles.

Mra. Cs B. Rowell, residing at Los Gatos, and in business at
that point, testified that ske was famlliar with the sexrvice
heretofore renderad by apvlicasnt; that she used the service be -
tweon Los Catos and San Francisco vractically every week, sometimes
moxre f&eqnently; that she was acquainted with other methods of
trangportation but preferred that of applicant for the reason that
the trip was direct and consumed less tTime than that of other
carriers.

Mr3. Moy Moc Miken, rasiding at Los Gavos, testified that she
had 2 large house and cared for conv&lesanxs;that she had used |
all methods of trensportation doth for herself and her patients;
that there was no other service available without change which mede
delivery in the bdusiness section of San Prancisco. The witness
disliked & service requiring o change of gtages or a change from
electric train to Southerm Pacific train, and belleved the direct
sexvice rreferable, particularly for patients destined to or from
her institutilox.

rse. Z. J. Iund, residing on a ranck at the summit near
Wwooldwardia, festifie& that sho had uged the service of apvlicant
%0 San Francisco, Los Gatos, Lexingtor, and occasionally.to Sonta
Cruz. Witness lives off the hishway and in ner visits to Lexington,
which are frequert, salways takes the last car to Summit on her
return Journey and slways has been furnished a seat. She has used
the stages of protestant, Peerless Steges, Inc., botween Summit
and Los Gatos but found them often crowded and sometimes she
could not get o seat. Other residents in her locality deperd

or stage service for their transportation.




Urs. Chas. 3ell, residing at Saratoga, and engaged in the real
estate busineas, vestified as Vo hor fLamiliarxity with the stage
sexvice hretofore rendered by arplicant. TWitness khas hoxr own
auntomobile dut Lreguently uses stage service and does not like.
transfers, preferring direct sexvice. Witness expressed the
opinion that i1f the service heretofore ziven by ayrlicant were not
convinued and suthorized to serve Saratoga as axn intermediate point
on the route between San Francisco and Santa Cruz a serious incon =
venience would be caused to the community at Saratoga.

Mr. Pred 2. Miller, o resident of Saratoga, and yroprietor of
an art store and tea room, testified 28 to his familiarity with
applicant’s service which he uses once weekly botween Sem Francisco
and Saratbga; that he hed used the combination steam réilréad end
electric caxr service between these points but prefers the stage
gserviceo for the reason that he prefers through sorvice witkout
transfexr; that ne had heard no complaint as to the character of
service heretofore rendexred by applicant; and that he would be
willing to pﬁy g2 reasonably higher rate of fLfare rathor than be
obliged to dispense with the through service. _

Mr3. V. 3lodon, residing sbout 1% miles south of Cupertino,

beitween Sdratoga end Sunnyvele, testified that she used the service

0f avvlicant practically daily; that she formerly used the electrie
car line to Pale Alto prior to the establishment of applicant's
sexvice; that she finds the stage sorxrvice a great convenience in
that she ususlly has dundles or hand daggage Which interfere with
easy transfers; asnd tha®t she has also used the service to Santae
Cruz. Tais witrness exprossed the opinion that ranch life would

be unbearsble without the'continuance of & stagoe line.

Mrs. J.Z. Tougk, residing near Nippon Mura, testified that she
wsod the stago sexvice of applicant to Falo Alto ané thoence the
gtages 02 the Peninsular Company; and that she prefers a stage
soxvice without transfer. |

-




. ¥, Adamson, residing st ILos Gatos, testified that he
wos familiar with the sorvice of applicant between Los Gatos
and San Francisco, having used the stages averaging once a week;
that he disliked delays ot Meridlan om the electric line and
delay and transfer at Palo Alto botween the tralns of the
Southern Paciiic Comwany and the Peninsular Rsilway; that he
preferred a direct line of stoges rather than a transfer at Sexn
Jose; that he hes kad to use taxl service for transfer between
étage depote at Son Jose and also regquires taxl service st
San Francisco when uéing Southern Pacific Company sexvice which
isﬂﬁét necegsery in the use of applicant’s stages which deliver
him 30 close to his destination that texi service is unNecessary.
Witness further vestified &s to tho quality of seorvice rendered
by applicant in that ke was always provided with a seat; thet
extra cars were furnisked in case of overloads snd that on some
occasions a specisl car has been furnished for hiz when sescting
capecity had been exhausted on the regularly scheduled stage.

Two witnesses, residing =t Saratoga, testified as to Their
fomiliarity with the sorvice of‘applicant between Saratoge. and
San Francisco snd ag to their desire and need for a continuance
02 g through service wlthoutv chonge.

Two witnesses residing ai Glenwood testified in support of
applicant’s sexrvice to Sante Cruz, Los Getos and San Francisco.
Both witnesses kmew of service as offered by the traine of the
Southern Pacific Company and the stages of Peerless Stages, Inec.,
and ' botr nsed the service of the lavier company but not that'pf
vhe Southern Pacific Company by reason of train operating at{
inconvenient hours. Doth witnesses weore of the ovinion thet
ell vresgent service should be continued.

Iwo witnesses, residing of Sumit (alsb known\ag Woodwardis),

testified rogarding the mountoin swamer resoxrt at such point and

the need Lor sorvice by wesk~=end petrons from San Francisco and

other points. Thiz point 1s served excluzively by stege, hoing

loceted 4% miles from the nearest reilroad station. Witnecses
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also Imew of ond ratronlzed tho stage service of protestant,

s Stages, Ince.

esolutions endorsing the service of the aprlicant and ree

questing the granting of tho certificate wore filed oxn behalf
of the Sznto Cruz Chamber of Commerce and the Saratoge Improvement
Assoclaet lon.

The granting of the applicetion wes w»rotested by Southern
Pacific Compeny, Paninsular Reilway Commany, Peexrless Stages,
Inc.; Penincula Zopid Transit Compeny ond Pacific Auto Stages.

3y writton stipulation, duly filed ot one of the hearings,
applicant

"weivee any ond 2ll rights o take on or vick wp locsl

.passengers between San Francisco and Sunnyvale,inclusive,

and any and all points intermedinte thereto on northbound
trips towards Sen frencisco, and fwrthoy Waives 1y and

all rights to dischurge passengers on any and 21l trips
southbound from San Francigco Between San Francilsco and
Sunnyvele, inclusive axnd any and sll points intermediste
thereto *VK¥E n

Tpon the filing of the stipulation tho vrotests of Renimsular
Rapid Trensit Compeny end Bacific duto Stages were withdrawn.

Mr. Jos. B. Hold, President of protestant Peerless Auto
Stages, Inc., testified that his commany was operating stages
between Ser Jose end Santa Cruz, vie Los Gatos and that such oper-
ation had been ziven by nhis company for three years, following
the purchase of the line by cuthority of the Railrosd Commission,
that & schedule of six rownd trips deily wes maintained, using
16, 19 or zllpassenger cars. An oyhivit was filed skhowing
the vacant seats aveilable between Loe Gatos ard Santa Cruz dwring
the period March lst %o September 30, 1925, inclusive, and indi-
cating ample seating cavacity avaeilable %o care for additional
petronage.

e B+ G. Shoup, Traffic llanagor of protestant Peninsular
Reilway Compony, testified == o the service, rates and schedules
of his company, 12 rouwnd trips daily being opersting between

Los Getos and Pelo Alto. It 1s the oyinion of thig witness that
=8~
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vhe cervice offered is no% alone adequate but far beyond what
is justified_by the patronage accorded by the public.

witnesses for protestant, Southern Pacific Comnany, testi-
fied regarding the rates, schedules and seorvice of such company.
The round trip rates of this vrotestant are meterially lower
then the rates yroposed dy cyplicant.

We have carefully considéred all evidence and exhibits
herein presented. The evidence shows, without matericl contra-
édiction, o desire on the vaxt of the public forvthrough service
hetween Sen Frencicsco and Santa Cruz snd intermediate points, and
obJection to the necessity for transfer at Junection points. It
is our conclusion, and we hereby find as & fact that the record
herein Jjustifiec the partlisl granting of the certificate sought
Yhaet the through service, for which Justification has been shown,

may be continued.

QRDER

Public hearings having been held in the above entitled

proveeding, the motter neving been duly submitted, the Commission
being now fully advised and basing its order on the conclusion
and finding of fact 2s set forth in the opinion which precedes
this order,

TEE'ﬁAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA EEREBY‘
DECIARES thet pudlic convenlence and necessity require the oper-
ation by Anto Trensit Comwany, a corporation, of en automobile
ctage service as a common carrier of passengers not as & new snd

gseparate right but as an extension to the service authorized
- .

-

between San Francizco and Senta Cruz for the transportation of
pessengers. | )

l. 2etween San Francisco and Loz Gatos and the inter-~
mediate points of Menlo Park, Cupertino, and Saratoga.

2. 3etween Lexington, Alme, HZoly City, Summit, Glenwood,
Sarf Eill, Vine Eill Road, Felton Road and Sente Cruz
provided, however, that passengers so transported shaell
be destined to or originate ot voints on the line of
epplicant south or east of Sante Cruz, or originate at
or be destined to vpoints north of bdut not including
Zos Gatos. '
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3. Xo authority is hereby conveyed for the transpor-
tation of passengers between Los Gatos end Samta Cruz,
excopt a8 nereinabove authorized in paragraph 2, nor
for the trancyortation of any local business between
Sar Francisco and Cupertine, except that passengers
originating at points soutk ¢f said Cupertino may be
discharged at any point north of Cupertino to and
including Sen Francisco; and thet passengoers originating
between Sgm Frencisco end Cupertino may be received and
transported $o poirnts on spplicent's line south of said
Cupertino. -

IT IS ZEZREBY (ORDERID that & certificate of public conven=
{ence and necessity in accordance with the foregoing declaration
be and the same hereby is issued to duto Trensit Company, 2 cor-
voration, not as a new and separate 6peraﬁive right t in ad -
dition %o the right now existing between Sen Francisco and Sanka
Cruz, and subjieet 4o the following conditions: ’

l. Applicant herein shall £ile with the Reilroad Commis~
sion its written accevtance of the certlificate herein
granted within o period of not to exceed ten (10) days
from dste nereof; shall file, in duplicate, tariff of
rates and time schedules within & period of not %0 ¢x¢eed

wenty (20) days from date heress, such teriff of rates

and time schedwles to covor the polnts nemed and the
conditions hereinsbove referred to in the foregolng

declaration and vo be in form and substance acceptablo
t0 this Commission.

2. The rights and privileges herein authorized may nct
be discontinued, sold, leased, transforred nor assigned
unless the written consent of the Reilroad Commission to

sueh discontinuance, sale, lease, transfor or assignment
has Zirst been secured.

3. No vehicle may be operated by applicant herein unleszs
such vehicle is owmned by said applicant or is leased by
2im under o contract Or agreement on a basis satisfactory
%0 the Railrosd Commissione.

For gll otner purposes the effective date of this order shall

be twenty (20) days from the date hereof.
Dated at Sen Francisco,Celifornia, this 3'\ day of seesl,1926.
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