
Deoision No. I~ Z i 7 

:BEFORE THE WLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE' OF CALIFOlmIA • 

In the ma.t~r ot: the applioa-
tion of COOK, MoXENZIE & SON 
tor authority to build and 
operate a telephone exohange. 

~p11c&tion NO. 12,465 

w. D. McKenzie, for applicant. 

BY ~ COMMISSIO~: 

L. M. Brown, for The paoifio Telephone 
and Te.legraph CompallY. 

OPINION "-------

In this proceedtng, Cook, MoKenzie& Son, a oo-partner-

ship. applioant, aSks that the Railroad Commission issue its 

Order granting a~::?lios.nt a oert~io3.te of pu.blio oonvenienoe and 

neoessity whiCh will permit applioant to oonstruot a telephone 

system in Monticello, Napa. County and vioin1t,r, and to operate 

same as a publio telephone ut1l1t7. 

B:ear1ngs we re held in thi s ma. tter by EXaminer sa tterwhi te 

in Monticello on April 14th and APril 30, 1926. 

Testimo:cy taken a. t the t1 rst he8.r1ng showed that a. 

telephone system oonsisting of two telephone stations and fenoe 

wire oOlllleot1on was established in Montioello ill 1907. In 1908 

an in~ted line s.ystem was installed on the eo-operative baSis, 

having a swi tohboa.rd looated in the store of applioant, with the 

a.greement that applioa.nt was to reoeive suitable compensation 

for switching servioes rendered. ~plicant's witness'stated 

that the oom~ensation agreed upon was never reoeived and that the 



servioe o! interoonneoting lines at the request of uoers had 

been pertormed tree of cost to the users by his tirm tor the 

past twenty-five (25) years. The general merchandising bus1ness 

in whioh applicant is e:cgage"-, demanded so much of applioant' s 

employees' time tnat such switching servioe could no longer b~ 

performed wi thout compensation, he sa1d. 

Applicant presented Exhibits filed at the first hear-

ing which set torth proposed rates, rules and regulations and 

terr1tory in whioh service was to be ottered and tttr.nished. 

It was shown, aocOrding ~o s,pplioant '8 wi tness, that 

the ap~lication tor the proposed rates would not provide suffi-

oient revenue to equaJ. e stima. ted rea.sonable expenses; :fUrthermore, 

those persons present at the hearing protested against the pro-

posed pla..n of applicant, both as to rates and servioe, as it was 

apparent that it service, as existing at Montioello~ were to be 

withdrawn, the Town and vicinitl" would be without exohange 

telephone servioe and as the req,'1lest of a.p!>lioant for compensa-

tion tor the rendering of switching servioe was reasonable, it 
was conceded. the. t a. misunderstanding a.s to rea.sonable condi tiona 

under whioh servioe might be rendered. existed. both on the part 

ot applicant and of protestants. 

At the re~uest of Examiner Satterwhite, Assistant 

Engineer F. M. Casal attende~ an informal meeting of interested 

parties which was held in l.tonticello on April 20, 1926. At this 

meettng matters pertaining to the operation of a telephone uti11t.Y 

se~ce in and about the Town ot Monticello were explained and 

to.lly disoussed. As a resnJ.t, a resolution was passed by those 

present to petition the Railroad Co~ission to grant applioant, 

Cook, McKenzie & Son, permission to operate a telephone system as 

pr~ed for and under rates as amended by applioant. 

A,pp11oant tileC'. o.t the adjourned heariXlg in tbis matter, 
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an amended rate sohedule, canoelling the sohed~ue ~resented at 

the first hearing and the petitions above reterred to • 

.A~:plioa.nt has had experienoe in the :re:c.der1llg ot 

telephone service, is and has been for sane time past in ~rge 

of the Montioello Terminal of The Paoifio ~elephone and Telegraph 

~om~~'s Winters - Monticello toll line, acting as agent ~or 

tha.t Company 8lld states through its witness, Mr. W. D. MoKenzie, 

& member of the firm, that he is rea.dy and Willing to re-

oonstruot oertain telephone lines in Montioello tor the purpose 

ot providing an improved telephone servioe and it appears that 

it would be in the interests of persons at present having 

telephone connections to Monticello and the publio generallY, 

to grant the petition of tbis applicant. There appears to be 

no good reason wby Cook, MoKenzie & Son, shoUld not be perm1t~ed 

to prov1.de telephone servioe as a publio utility in the terr1-

tor,r as set forth in the revised area shown on map tiled b7 

applioant at the first hearing and under rates shown in the 

amended sohediUe filed at the a.djourned hear~ in this prooeedillg. 

ORDER --..----. 
·Cook, MoKenzie & Son, havi:ng made applioation to the 

Railroad Commission for an order granting a certifioate ot 

publio cQl1venienoe and neoesSity requ1ring 1t to operate as a. 

public utilit,r 1n and in the vicinity ot Montioello, Napa County, 

California; the Board of Su.perv1sors ot Napa County havi:cg 

granted Cook, MoKenzie &: Son the right and prl vi lege 01: oonstruot-

i:cg and mainta.ini:cg telephone 11nes on and alo:cg the publiC 

highways of :Napa County"; a publio hear1ng having been held, 

the Railroad Commission having fully oonsidered all evidenoe 

in this prooeeding, and. the matter being submitted and rea~ 
tor deoision, 
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The Railroad Commission of the state of California, 

hereby declares that public convenience and necessity require 

Cook, McKenzie & Son, to o~erate a telephone s,rstem in and in 

the vicinity of Monticello, Napa Count,r, California. 

The Railroad Commission finds as a tact that Cook, 

McKemie & Son sho"Jld render telephone service throughout the 

ter.r1tor,y as shown in Exhibit nAn attached hereto under rates 

tor service, as set forth in Exhibit "B" attached hereto. 

:sasine its order on the foregoillg findillg ot taot 

and upon other finGiDgs o! ta.ot contained in the Opin1on p:re-

ced1llg tbi s Order: 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED tb8.t Cook, MOKenzie & Son shall 

(1) Fu~iSh on and after June 1, 1926, telephone servioe 

wi thin the ter::-i tory shown in Exh1bi t nA", a.ttached hereto. 

(2) Charge and collect, effective as of ~e 1, 1926, 

the rates tor servioe as sl10wn in Exhibit ":8", atta.ched hereto. 

(3) File with the Railroad Co~ission on or betore ~ 

31, 1926, the sohedule of rates referred to in Seotion (2) 

above, together with roles and reg-Jlations similar to tbose 

set forth in tDis Commission's Deoision No. 13,478 (24 C.R.C. 

8M] a~ mar ~~ ~ppr9ye~ ~l thi~ Gomrnl0Bion, 
(4) File With the Ra1~road ~ommisG1on a ma~ o~ the ter~

tory served referred to in Section (1) above, and a map 

ShOwillg Ind.i vi d.ua.l ~ine Area. as se t forth in Exhi bi t n eft , 
attaohed hereto. 

Fo~ all other pu~oses, the er~ect1ve date or this 
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order Shall be twent7 (20) ~8 trom and after the date herP.o!. 

;c::---
Dated a.t San Francisoo. Ca.li:!'orn18" this / ¥ day' 

of Uay, 1926. 
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MA.P OF ~CHANGE ABBA 
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COOK. McKENZIE & SON 

~ON~ICELLO, CALIF. 
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EXHIBIT "B" 

RATES 



EXCR!NGE SERVICE SCHEDULE NO. 1" ... 1. 

INDIVIDUAL LINE SERVICE: MONT ICELI.O 

Service: 

Applicable to individual line Flat Rate Service within 

the Individual Line Area. 

'Sa.te; 

(1) Eusiness flat rate service: 

Rate per Month 
Wall Set Desk Set 

Each individual line station, $2.50 $2.75 
Each extension station with bell, 1.00 

(2) Residence flat rate service: 

Each individual line station, 

Each extension station with bell, 
2.00 

1.00 

1.25 

2.25 

1.25 

Conditions: 

1. Extension stations at the above rates are installed 

on the premises on which th~~ :primary station is loca.ted. 



EXCRA.NGE SERVICE SCHEDULE 1m. A-2. 

PARTY LINE SERVICE: 

Service: 

Applicable to ~arty line Flat Rate Servioe within 

the Excbange Area.. 

Rate: 

Rate per Month 
v/aIl DeSk 

Station Station 

Each ~arty line Ou.siness station, $2.ZS 
Each :party ~1nQ res1o.en.:e station, 2..00 

$2.50 
2.2S 

Conditions: 
Party l1ne service 1s fUrnished wi thin the E:x:che.nge 

Arca. In no case will the total number of sta. tions connected 

to one circuit exceed ten (:0) stations. 
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:E:{CHANGE SERVICE SCB:ED~E NO. A-3. 

FA...~ LINE SERVICE: 

Service: 

.. \pplica.ble to Farmer Line Service wi thin the EXchange 

Area. 

Rate: 
Farmer Line Service 

Each station. 

M1%11:ronm. Charge: 

'Ra te ;per Month 
BuSIness ReSi[ene~ 
Service. Service. 

$l.50 $1,.00 

!!!c.e mixrrnmm· charge tor Farmer Une Service, per c1r-

~t, is $a.50 per month. 

Cone,t tions: 

(1) Fa.rm~r Line SeJ:"Vice w11~ be :fUrn1shed wi thin t:b.e 

~cha.nge .\rea.. A Farmer IJ'.ne shall not extend aeroa.o. 8Jl. E::::-

change Area bounc1a.ry. ,. 
e 

[Z} n.e Company provid.es, owns and maintains ~.:i.. li:...es 

and facilities used to furnish Farmer Line Service to the bcun~ 

of the Individ.ual Line .Area except service drop wires, telephone 

1ns~ents, batteries and stat10n protective appara~s. 

(3) ~e subscriber provides, owns and maintains all 

lines and. tacili ties from the Comps.ny's line a. t the boun~ ot 

the Individ.ual Line Area to the subscriber's instrum.ent.. 
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