Decision No. /{74 © .

3ZrORE TZED RAILROLD COLDISSION OF IHE STATE OF CAIIFPCRNIA.

In the matier of the application of
vae City of Burbank, s municipal cor-
doration, for permission to inztall a
grade crossing over the tracks of the
Soutihern Pacific Railroad Company at
Victory Zlace, in the City of Burbank,
California.

Apvlication Fo. 12,434,
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James I. Mitchell, City Attormey, for applicant.
Fravk Karr, for Southern Pacific Company.

SEAVEY, COMMISSIONER:

CRPINION

Iz this proceeding anthority is sought to construct

1
'
'
?
i
i

Tictory Rlace ot grade across Southern Pacific Company's “Coasf
Iine™ in the City of Burdamk. -
A public XHearing was held in this matver on April 19,
1926, et Loz ingeles, at which time the matter was submittel.
- Vietory Place is a proposed new highway, whick, in ef-
fect, is ax extensiorn of Son Fernando Road along the westerly

side of Southern Paciflic Companyfs right of way, from the rresent

crossing of San Fernando Road with Southern Pacific Compary's
track, in the northwezterly portion of Burbaxk, commonly referred
vo as the "Turkey Crossing,™ southerly to a commection with Bur-

bank Boulevard (Central Avemue) and Victory Place, in the City of

¢
)
'
4
0.
]

Burbonk, this extension belng é.little legs than two-thirds of =
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zile in length. IV appecrs that the xight of way for this DLO-
vosed zew highway has for the greater part veen secured. Tae width
veries from 50 to 80 feet; in the vicinity of the proposed'crossing

“he width is 80 feet.

The Southern Racific Company's "Coast ILine™ is an inm-

portent high-speed railroad and ic singleétrack ét tﬁe proposed
crossing. Trhere are normelly fourteen (l4) passenger train and
eight (8) freight train movements over this line per day. The
pro*ile mab accompanying the apdplication shows that the trac& in
tre vicinity of the proposed crossing is constructed adbout five
(5) feet above the natursl grournd level, and that the construc-
tion of the grade crossing would require the establishment of a
£111 of about eight (8) feet for a short distance om each side of
the track. Zvidently fhe material for the present railroad f£1i11
was obtained from borrow pilts along each side of the track.

Here we have for consideration the establishment of a
grade crossing between an important high-speed rallroad and a
proposed highway whick, 1f comstructed, will vexry evidently be a
major highway srtery if the Victory Soulevard and other comnecting
highway arteries are comstructed through to Los Augeles along the
westerly side of the Southern Pacific Railroad. All admit that
this ¢rossing will, 1L the present plans foxr highway construction
in this vzcinity are caxrried out, Jjustify a grade separavion ‘in the
near future. It is very evident that tae mout practical way of
effecting a grade separatiom at this point is by constructing the
nighway under the reilroad. Applicani's contention for a grade
ero3sing at this time ig baged on the %heory that there is not,
at present, money available to defray the expense of a grade
seperation. To carry out applicant's plan of constructing a tem-
porary grade crossing now, to be reﬁlacea with a grade geparation

within o short time, would xdd a substentiel sum to the cost ot
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effecting the grade separation, az such a procedure would not
oxly involve the expense of making the necessary fills axd paving
the highway adjacent to the railroad, but would also add to the |
total cost of the separation the expense of removing the fills and
pavenments in order uo construct the grades of aéproach for <he
grade separation. The ltem of property damage would undoudbtedly
be greater if a temporary grade crossing were constructed to be
later replaced with a grade separation, than if = grade separs-
tion were comgtructed =t the time the highway was openeld. The
construction of Victery Place is an imporﬁant inprovement éng is
a necessary part of the highway progran proposed to relleve traf-
fic congestion and to eliminate dangerous gralde crossings in this

digtrict.
Commissionts Exhibit No. 1, in this proceeding, shows

The result of a study of all the grade crossings over Southern.
Pacific tracks between Dayton Avenwe in Log Angéles and San Fer-
nando Road (Turkey Crossing) in Burbank, looking toward the elim-
ination of all grade crossings, malde in connection with Case
No. 2171. This réport recommends that Victory Place Ana Burbanlk
Boulevard, respectively, be recomstructed unler the railroad tracis,
the two separations to be carrded out simultanéously; also that
when Victory Place is constructed slong the westerly side of the
railroad, as proposed, and a new highway iz comstructed along the
easterly side of the railroad from Burbank northerly toward Saxn
Termando, for which Fourth Street has been suggested, that the
so=-called "Tﬁrkey Crossing™ be closed. This report recommends that
this work be ca.r;'ied. out Wi'thin & period of three (3) years. |
From The evidence, it appears that it would be unwizse to
estadblisk a grade crossing of such a potentially important highway

over sn important high-speed railroad, when it is so evident that

the traffic on this street, when ovened, will Justify the expense
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of estadliching a grade separation. This feature, considered

in conjunction with the fact that the'constmction of a tem=-
Poraxy grade crossing soon to be replaced with o grade separation,
involves an wanecessary expenditure of money, and leads to the
corclusion that this application should be denied. However, it
appears proper to state, at this time, that I would recommend |
the epproval of an application for a grade separation at this
Llocation, if such an application were presented to the Coﬁmission
foxr consideration.

The following form of order is recommended:

Zearing having been keld on the avove entitled spplica-
tion end the matter now standing submitted and ready for decision,
for reasons set forth in the foregoing Opinion,

4 I IS EERESY ORDIRED that the above entitled application
be and the same is hereby dented.

The foregolng Opinion and Ordexr are hereby approved and
ordered filed zas the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of CaliZorais. |

Dated ot San Francisco, Califormia, this _  dey of
Maw, 1926.

Commigsioners.




