
Deoision No. It Z h / 

In the Matter of the Applioation of 
TEE A~C:EISO!~, TOPZZA. & SANTA FE R.ULWJ,Y 
COMPA1~ for an order authorizing the 
construction a~ grade of a track across 
ce-rta1n streets end lanes in the C'i ty 
of Riohmond, County of Contra Costa, 
State of California. 

) A~~lioation No. 12,590. 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------------------) 
Platt Kent, for The Atchison, Topeka and 

Santa Fe ?ailvre.y Com!J$.llY. 

Zhomas Carleon, for the City of Riohmond. 

GWyn H. Eaker, for Richmond Navigation and 
Improvement Com~any. 

SE~VEY, COT~SSIO!~: 

O?INIO::1 ............ ~-- .... --
In the above entitled a~~11cation authority is sought 

'by The Atchison, ~o~eka and Sante. Fe Railway Company to construot 

a re11road track at grade across Ohio Avenue, Cutting Boulevard 

end a number of un1~ort~~t and in general unim,roved streets in 

the City of Bic~ondt County of Contre. Costa. 

A ,ub11c hearing was held on May-4th, 1926, at San 

Frenoisco, at which time the matter was submitted. 

!he track proposed in this application is deSigned to 

serve a sugar loading dock on the Bichmond Inner Karbor near 

Ellis Landing south of CUtting Boulevard at Eighth Street. The 

s:pur alignment leaves the Oakland Ere.noh of the Sante. Fe about 

five hundred and eighty~six (580) feet ee.sterly o~ the easterly 
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line of Garrard Boulevard, ourves to the southeast and. oroases 

Ohio, Florida and ~ine A~enuee, and tAen enters ~d runs long1~ 

tudinally along Atchison Avenue to Potrero Avenue, crossing First 

Street, Virginia ~vonue, Seoond, Third and. FourtbStreets, Cutting 

Eoule~ard, Fitth and. Sixth Streets. At Potrero Avenue the spur 

enters private r1ght-of-\~ and. atter crossing Seventh Street 

ourves to the south, crossing Eighth Street and ~ermann Avenue, 

entering Eighth Street and running south thereon to the sugar 

loading dock, crossing Wright Avenue,. Commercial A,,,renue and. Dock 

Street. All of the streets crossed on this route ure ~a~er 

stree.ts Wi tb. the exception of Ohio, Seeond,. Third. hnd ~'ourth 

Streets and Cutting Bouleverd. 

Cutting Boulevard is sn im,ortant high spsed highway 

artery and c'arries pra.ctically all of the travel using the . , 

EicAmond.-San Eaiael Ferr,y and most of the loeel travel between 

?oint Richmond. and Pullman, El Cerrito, ..1lbaxlY, .Berkeley and 

Oe.kland. Ohio Street is a fairly important thorough1'are and is 

traversed by a street ear 11:0.& ofXey System frans1t Company. 

the other improved streets are unimportant. 

The ~ineering Department of the Commission. through 

Trans~ortation Engineer A. G. Mott, made a statement at the 

he.ari:c.g recommending ~e granting .of. the applicatton subjeot to 

two conditions; first, that the croasing at grade across Cutting 

:Boulevard be proteoted b:v two s:c.toms.t10 :flagmen; seoond, .tha.t 

the crossing at grade of Cutting Boulevard be granted only upon 

condi t10n that the grades be separated vl1th1n a pe:riodof ten 

years trom the date of the order, providing, however, that The 
Atchison, To~eka and Sante. Fe Re.ilw:ay and the 01 ty of PJ.ehmond 

have under such order the ~r1v11oge of an extension of time for 

suoh separation, providing they prov& such an extenSion of time 



juetified. The latter ~rovision. of course, not to relieve the 

Commission upon its own motion from ordering suoh sep~rat1on at ' 

any time if, after investigation, it is oonvinoed that traffi0 

conditions on either the highway. or the railway or both have 

changed to suoh an extent as to require such separation. 

Applicant and the Oi ty of Richmond. eaoh stipulated 

that an order oontaining Such oonditions would be satisfaotor,r 

to them and further stipUlated tbat they were Willing that the 

cost of suoh separation be assessed equally between them if and 

when required. However, it appears that this is not a proper 

time for this Co~ssion to pass upon a diviSion of cost of 

this separation of grade and that, as far as this Commission'. 

approval is ooncerned, suoh an apportionment should be made and 
depend upon oonditions 1n existence at the time suoh separation 

is re~u1red. ~s deoision, therefore, should not be oonstrued 

as indicating either this Commission's approval or disapproval 

of the interested parties' stipulation as to division of oost. 

~e folloWing form of order is recommended: 

ORDER --------. 
!i!he Atchison, To;peka &: Santa. Fe Railway Comp8.XlY~ having 

made application for permission to construot a railroad traok at 

grade acrozs oerta1n streets in the City of R:~ohmond, County of 

Contra Costa, State of Cal1forn1a, as set forth in the foregoing 

opinion, a publio hearing having been held, the Commission being 

ap~ri6ed of the faots, the matter being under submission and ready 
for deoision, 

I~ IS HEREBY FOu:ND AS A FAC~ that publio oonven1ence and 

necessity require the establishment of a ra1lroad track &t grade 

aloDg the route above indicated. therefore, 
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IT IS ~!Y ORDERED that :permiss1on and author! ty be 
and 1 t 1s hereby granted to The Atohison, !o:peka and Santa Fe 

Ea11way Com~any to oonstruot a railroad traok at grade aoross the 
fOlloWing Streets in the 01 t,. of Riobmond, OOUllty of Contra. Costa., 
State of Cal1fOrnia: 

Oh1o Avenue ~h1rd Str&(tt Seventh Street 
Florida Avenue Fourth ,Strec.t Eighth Street 
Me1ne Avenue Cutt1ng :elvd. Eermann Avenue 
Firat Street Fifth Street Wright Avenue 
Virginia Street Sixth Stree-t Commeroial Avenue 
Seoond Street Portion Atchison Ave. Dook Street. 

The oenter line of said railroad traok is described as 
:follows: 

~~einn1ng at a point 1n the oenter 
line ~f an eXisting track of the A.r. & 5.F. BY. CO~, 
in the City of Richmond, County of Contra Costa, 
State of California, said. :point being 586.02 feet 
easterly, as measured along said center line of said 
eXisting track, from the easterly line of Garrard 
3oulevard; thence easterly on the arc of a curve oon-
cave to the south and h$ving a radius of 942.29 feet, 
a distance of 86.17 fee~; thence southeasterly on the 
are of a curve concave to the southwest and haVing a ~ 
radius of 478.34 feet, a distance of 3l8.75 teet; thence 
southe.asterly on a line wh.ich is tangent to last here-
inbefore desoribed curve, a d1st~nce ot 9.98 feet to 
a point in the northerly line of Ohio Avenue, said ~o1nt 
being 1108.84 feet easterly as measured along the north-
erly line of Ohio Avenue, from the easterly line of 
Gerrard Boulevard; thence continuing southeasterly and 
crossing Ohio Avenue and private ~ro~erty a distance of' 
720.6 teet to a ~oint in the northerly line of Florida 
Avenue, said point being 1062.3 feet Westerly as measured 
along the northerl,. line of Florida Avenue, from the 
westerly line of First Street; thence continuing south-
easterly and erossing Florida A.venue and private 
propert,. a distance of 735.2 feet to a point in the 
northerly line of Maine Avenue, said point be~~5 ~~~IO 
t~Ow weBterly as meesttred along the no~therly line of 
Meine Avenue. from the westerly line o:t. First street; 
thence continuing southeasterly and orossing Maine 
Avenue an~ ~rivate ~ro~erty, a distanoe of 120.0 fe&t 
to a ~oint; theno& continuing southeastorly. on the ar~ 
ot eo curve ooneeve to the no rtb.eas t and. having 8. rad.i us 
of 1910.08 feet, a distanoe of 553.3 feet to a ~oint; 
thenoe oontinuing southeasterly on a line which is tan-
gent to the last hereinbetore described curve, a dis-
tanoe o:f 135.0 feet to a :pOint in th.e northwesterly 



termination of Atchison Avenue, said point being 
21.0 feet southwesterly from the northeasterly 
line of Atchison Avenue as measured at right angles 
thereto; thence continuing'southeasterly over 
and along Atchison Avenue, on a line ~arallel 
to and distant 2l.0 ft. southw&sterly from the 
northeasterly line of said Atchison Avenue, and 
orossing First, Second, ~hird, Fourth, Fifth 
Streets, Virginia Avenue e.nd Cutting :Boulevard,. 
a distance of l724.10 feet to a point; thence 
continUing southeasterly over and along Atchison 
Avenue and crossing Sixth Street, on the arc of 
a curve ooncave to the Southwest and having a 
radius of 955.37 feet, a distanoe of 135.3 feet to 
a :point; thence continuing southeasterly over and 
along Atchison Avenue, on a line which is tangent 
to the last hereinbefore deSCribed curve, a d1s~ 
tance of 158.6 feet to a point in the southeasterly 
termination of Atchison Avenue, said point being 
10.06 feet southerly from the northwesterly corner 
of blook numbered (1) of Richmond R~rbor'Add1tion 
to the City of Eichmond., e.s measured. along the 
westerly line of said Block Number One, said corner 
being the te'rmination of the southerly line of 
Potrero Avenue, into Atchison Avenue; thence con-
tinUing southeasterly over and across private 
right-ot-way a distance of lZl.6 feet to a point in 
the west line of Seventh Street, said point being 
96.44 feet southerly as measured along the westerly 
line of Seventh Street from the southerly lin& of 
Potrero .a:.venue; thenco oontinuing 8outheB..storly cross-
ing Seventh Street and ~rivate right of way,. a d1s~ 
tance of 260.7 feet to a pOint; thence continuing 
southeasterly on the arc of a curve concsve to the 
southwest and. having a radius of 4S9.2S f~et~ 
e distance of 144.9 feet to a pOint in the westerly 
line of 31ghth Street, said FOint being 69.09 f&et 
northerly es measured along the westerly line of 
Eighth Street, from the northerly line of Hermann 
~venue; thGnce continuing southeasterly elong the 
arc of the last hereinbefore described curve ~d 
over and. along Eighth Street and. l'rivste right-ot-
way and crossing Hermann Avenue, a distance ot 24l.3 
feet to ~ ~oint, said ~oint being 2Z.5 feet easterly 
froQ the westerly line of Eighth Street, and 101.77 
feet so~therly from the southerly line 'of Eermann 
Avenue ,roduced. ~cro:;;;s E:ig.hth Street; thence southerly 
on private rignt~of-wey, along a line ~~rall&l to 
und. ~istant 2Z.5 teet easterly from the westerly 
line of ~ghth St~eot, crOSSing Wright and Com~ 
mercia1 ;'von'lles t 0 distance of 1589.5 teet to the 
northerly line of Dock Street." 

and as ShOVlll oy the map (Applicant's 3Xhib1t 1) filed ~t the 

ho~ring. Ssid crossings are to be constructed subj&ot to the 

follOWiDg.conditions, namely: 

(1) The entire expense of constructing the crOSSings 
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· . 
together With the cost of 'their maintenance thereafter in good 
and f1rst~elass condition for tbe safe and convenient use of the 

~ub11c, Shall be borne by a~~licant. 

(2) Said crossings of Ohio Avenue, Second,. Third. 

Fourth Streets ~d Cutting Boulevard shall be. constructed equal 

or superior to type shown as Standard lIo. 3, in Ge:oeral Order 

No. 72 of this CO~ssion and shall be oonstructed o~ a width 

to oonform to those portions of said streets now graded, With 

the tops of rails flush with, the pave.me:J.t, and W1 th grades of 

epproach not &xceedins one (1) ~er cent; shall be proteoted by 

suitable crossing Signs " and shall in avery way be made safe for 

the passage thereover of vehicles and other road traffi0. 

(3) Said crossings shall be so constructed that 

grades of approach not exceeding one (l} per cent Will be feas-

ible in the' event that the eonstnctio.n· of roadway along said 

Florida and ~i~e Avenues, First, Virginia, Fifth and Sixth 

Streets, portion of Atchison Avenue, Seventh and Eighth Streets, 

Hermann, Wright and Commercial Avenues, and Dock Street shall 

hereafter be authorized and so that said gr~da orossings may be 

made safe for the passage there Over of vehicles and other reed 
traffic. 

(4) Two (2) s:c,tomatio flagmen shall be installed and 
maintained for the protection of the orossing at Cutting Boule-

vard. Said. automatic flagmen shall 'be ot a type and. .1nstalled 

in aooordance with plans or data approved. b1 the Commission. 

(5) Applicant shall, Within thirty (30) days there~ 

after, notify this COmmission, in writing; of the completion of 

the installation of said crOSSings. 

(e} This order is made upon the express oondition that 
said Florida and Maine Avenues, First, Virginia, Fifth and Sixth 



Streets, portion of Atchison Avenue, Seventh and Eighth Streets, 

Hermann, Wright and Commercial Avenues, and Dock Street are not 

now actnally constructed and open to travel at the reapeotive 

pOints of cross1ng, and said order shall not be deemed an author~ 

1zation £or the oonstruction of an o~ening of said streets to 

:!.'ublic use across said. railroad track'. 

(7) If said crOSSings shell not have bean installed 

Wi thin. one yee.r from the date of this order, the authorization 

herein granted shall 'then lapse and become VOid, unless further 

time is granted by suo sequent order. 

(8) ~e,authority herein granted to applicant to con-

struot this railroad traok acrOse Cutting Eoulevard is given 

under the express cond1tion that the grades at this crOSSing 

be ee~arated Within ten years o£ tne date of this order. ~& 

time ~m1t spec1fied tor constructing said grade separat10n may 

be extended b&yond s~d ten year period upon presentation to 

this Commission by a~plicant at a public hearing of evideDoe 

that conditions at this location have not chang&d or Will not 

ch~e sutticient~ to warrant the e~ense of constructing such 

sepa.ration. Nothing in this order shall proh1b1 t this Commission· 

on its own motion from conducting an investigation at any time 
ae to the necessity of ordering said grade se~aration constructed. 

nor shall ~tb.1ng in this o:!?in1on and. ord.er be construed. as a 

determining at this time o~ an apportionment of costs of such 

grade separation between the interested parties by thiS Commission. 

(9) ~oth1ng in t~is order shall be construed as an 

authorization tor the construction of said track acrose the 

track or tracks of !:er S:?,stem !ransit Company in Ohio Stre&t. 

C10) The CommiSSion reserves the right to make ~ch 

further orders relative to the location, construotion, operation, 



maintenanoe and proteotion'of said orossings as to it may Beem 

right and proper, and to revoke ita ~erm1ssion if, in its j~dg~ 

ment, the publi0 convenience and neoessity demand such aotion. 

For all other ~urposes the authority herein granted 

shal~ beoome effective twenty (20) days from the date hereof. 
The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved 

and ordered filed as the opin1on and order of the Railroad Com~ 

mission ot the State of California. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 

of --1)z~7w:,..-----t 1926. 

Commissioners. 


