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BEFORE TEE RAILROJJ) COwn:SSION OF THE. STATE O~ CALIFORNIA. 

TEl: CITY 0'1 BURB.A.l.1X, a I:lUll1ci:pa.l ) 
eorporatio~,- ) 

) 
Co:l.:P~=-1nSllt,) 

) 
~vs- ) 

) 
SOUTHERN :?ACIFIC COla>ANY, ~ cor- } 
,Por:l.tion," ) 

} 
Defendant. } 

CASE NO.. 2240 

J. E.'Mitchell, City Attorney, for 
Compla.inant. 
E:. W. Eob'bS, tor Detenda:l.t. 

SEA.VEY, CO!:&crSSIOXER: 

OPINION 

In tho ~bove entitle~ ~rocoe~ the City of Burbank 

asks tor ~uthor1ty to alter the existing graae 'crocoine of San 

Ferna:ldo Road. over the tra.cl~::: of the Southc::'Jl Pacific 'by widen-

ing the S:.::lCl from a vddth of 20 :eeet to 40 :eeet, and i'crther 

~skz that tho Commiss1o~ designate the location to whiCh the 

c.utomat1c tle.g:nan ;protocting said crossing :should. be m.oved. in 

" conueetion with such wia..ening. The COI:l:pls.1nant :f:U:'thcr ~s.k.:: 

that the Commission $..::tportion the expe:lse o::e this Vlork between 

com?la~t ana dcfcn~t. 
:Formal hearing vro.s held on this eom:plc.illt in Los An-

geles on June 4, 1926. 

354 



Th.e cro~$ing which is hero sot:.gb.t 'by the City o:r Bur-

bank to be vrid.enod is the existing grade crossing ot S8.Il Fer-

ns.ndo Roo.d over the ma.in tr:lck ot: the Southern :Pz.ci:r1c Coml'OllY's 
• A 

Vslley Li:le, in the northerly J,)ort1on of Burba.IlJt. commonly known 

as the ftTurkey" crossing. San Fernando Road is one of the ~r1n­

ci~ol hieh~ arteries leading trom Southern Calitornia to 

l\'orthern C~i1'orn1a, co:o.nect1:ng with both the COs.st and. Vo.lley 

State high\~ routes. ~he city has recently improved, by widen-

ing trom a widt~ ot 20 teet to 40 foet, that ~o~tion 01' San Fer-

~do ~oaa in the ~lty on ~!~ side of the C.9sa~, and now de-
siros the crosslng ltoo~~ to ~o \v1donod to ~ a~~~ar w~dth. ~hio 

oro;:;.::1nc is :;J:t J;>reaont :trotcoted by an automatic flagman, whieh 
ic so loc~ted that it must be moved or removed to ~er.mit ot this 

widening. 

De~endant So~ther.n Paoific Co~ doeo not o~~ose the 
ero.nting ot tho relief sought by com:!;lls.1ns.nt, and. h~ stated'that 

it is willi!:!.:; to as::ume oJJ. the .cost 1ncidellt to this chong(l 

tha. t will 'be inoUl."rod betvroen the ~llles of 1 tz lOO-:!:oot r1ght-

of-~. Both tho com~l~~t and the defendant expressed their 
~os!t1on that the ~ut~o~izat1on of these c~e3 woUld in no wny 

prejudice the e~1m~tion o~ this e~ossing under the program that 

has be~ recommended in a joint engineerine re?o~t ~resented in 

c~so No. 2171, now ~cndin5 betore thl~ COmmission. It s,l';pears 

tl:.at the reduotion of h:l.::.:c.rd tllo.t Will take pl:l.ce at thic eros$.-
i::e, duo to its Widening, will jt:.sti'i'y the e~enoe i.nou..."'rod., even 

tor a telnIJors.ry :itcriod, :pending the ult1l::late elimi::.ation ot this 

The Commission's trans~ortation eneineer exprc~sed the 

opinion tha.t wi tb. the widoning of this crossing to such Or v/fdth 
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that tour line$ of trattic could move co~currently over the rail-

road, the protection Should be improved by the proviz1on of two 

a.utomatic tlagmen, instead of one. No o:pposition ~s offered to 

thi~ s~st1on. 

It o,!>pea.r$ from the record. :presented. in this case that 

the relief soue;1:.t 'by the cO:::tl'la.ins%lt sho'\ll.d be gra:nted, and the 

following torm of order is recommended: 

ORDER ---.---

The City of Burbank having filed. tb.e above entitled 

complaint, a :public heari~ having been held., the Commission 

being apprised. 01: the tacts, and the matter belng 'UZlder subm1s-

~ion and now ready for decision, 

!~ IS HEREBY ORDEREJ) that Southern Pacific CompallY be 
" ....... 

and. it is hereby d1recte~ to widen the ~avement ~t the crosstng 

o! San Fernando Road over the tracks of Southern Pacific Com-
. .... . 

PallY in the city of Burbank to $. vddth ot not less than forty 

(40)'teet, in the looatio~ as Shown on the pl~ attached to the 

complaint, in o.ccordance with the following conditions: 

~id cross~g ~'l be reconstructed of ~ typc'sub-

:::tantially equ.o.l or zuperior to the tY!)e shown as Stc.ndard No. 3 

in Ge:c.ersJ. Order No. 72 of this Commission, of ~ wid.th, of ~ot 

less than !orty (40) teet moasured ~t right angles to the center 
~ 

line of said roadV'i:lY~ with grade::: 01' a!,)pl"osch not exceeding 

one (1) :per ce::.t ~ and ::;h::U.l in every -r:te:y, be ooo.e sZote for tho 

paz03g0 thoreove~ of vehicular and other roo.d traffic. 
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Southern Pacific 
"' ~ . 

Com~any be ~d it i3 hereby directed to replnce the existing 

automatic flc.gma.n at said crossi:og vIth two ::l:c.tomatic na.g:nen, 

one to be looated. near the southvrecterly right-01'-~ line of 

S:lid Southern Pacific Company and. :f:rom s1.",: (6) to ten (lO) 
.. 

teet southerly o~ tho edge of the :pa.vement, ,os widened, of the 
, 

road.voW of ~id Sa:::. Fernando Roo.d.; the other automatio tlo.g-

~ to be loe~te~ trom ten (10) to twenty~fivc (25) feet north-
,.. " 

eo.sterly of the center l~e of the main tracic and from six (6) 

to ten (10) feet northerly of the cdge of the ~avement Of said 
roadv~ as vndene~. 

IT IS HEREBY FtJRTEER OB]ERED that the cost of making 
. . . . --

=o.i4o i:n:i;)rovemento 01" VliC"ening the pavement :wd loca.ting tho 

automatic flagmen ~ ~bove s~ccified. in so tar as suCh work 1$ 

located. wit:b.in the limit::: of the lOO-foot right-of-way lines 

of Southern Pacific Coml'OllYJ shall be borne exclusively by said 

Southern Pacific Com~any. 

IT IS BERE:BY ~TEER ORDEREI> that Southern Paoific 
", l .. • • • 

COlIl.paIlY be andrit :!.S hereby direoted to ef!ect aJ.l of the im-

l'rovoments ~ove s:poeitioe. within So !Jeriod of 120 days troe the 

date of this order) and. to notify t~is Commission in VJrit~ 

i1ithin thirty (30) day:: thereattcr of the completion of oa.1d 

iml'rove:nents. 

For all other l>'IlrJioses the efteoti ve date, of this 

order '1~aJJ be twenty (20) days ~om and o.tter the makino there-

o~. 

T~e forego~ o~inion snd order are~hereby a~l>roved 

:lIl.d ordered. ti1e~ as the o:pi:lion :lJld, o:t-der of the Railroad Com-
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mi=sio~ ot the State of California. 

/;::-
~ate~ a~ San Francisco,. Ca~i~ornia, th1= J- day 

COMMISSIONERS. 


