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BES'OIG! TE:E RAILROA:D Com,:I:SSION OF TEE s~~ OF CALIFORNIA.. 

In the matter of the application of 
CITY OF SAN BU'EN.A.VZNTtJRA. for constru.e
tion of grade crossing on Ana.capa 
street at Ven~, on Coast Line ot 
Sonther.n Paci~ic Com~any. 
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) Applica.tion No.l2,467. 
) 
) 

-----------------------------) !l'l» II f/)) 
<fbJ 1;11 «u'1l,. 

E. F. Orr, City Attorney, for ~pl1eant. 'll/fll! 
x. W. Robbs, for Southern Pa.cU1c Company. '111/4 

BY THE COmcrSSION; 

OPINION -------

In this proceeding a'Ilthority is sought to constru.ct 

Anacapa street at grade across Southern Paci~ic Co~any's "Coast 
" ;000 ''"0 

Line" in the City of San Buenaventu.ra., Ventura County, California. 

A public hearing was held in this matter before EXaminer 

Williams a.t San Buenaventura., 'May 11th, 1926. 

Anacapa Street is a norther~ and souther~ street ot 
the City of San Buenaven"tura., situated in the easterly portion of 

the city. It is now opened and. improved wi th a. graveleCl surface 

between Thompson Avenue, on the north, and Southern PaCific Com

pa:cy's' r1gl:.t of W'8.Y', on the south, a. d1sts,nee ~ abOu.t l,OOO feet. 

Southem ?acific Companyts line passes through the City 
-

of San Buenaventura. in an easterly and westerly' direction. In 

the Vic1nity or Ana.capa Street the railroad. right o:t wa.y is 100 

teet in width. This is an im:portant ra.ilroad with a normal dailJ" 
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tra.1n movement ot thirty trains per day, of which eighteen are 

high-speed. ;passenger trains. 

Vista. Del lIa.r Drive is loca.ted immedia.tely sou.tb. o:t 

the railroad. rigb. tot way' and. extends parallel to the railroad. 

property !:rom Ocean Dr1 ve, on the ea.st.' to Chrisman Avenue, on 

the west, a dis~ce of about three-tourths o~ a. mile, Ocean 

Drive being located. 1,850 teet to the east ot Jnacapa street • 

.An irregu.lar blutt, located~proximately 150 teet to 

the south ot the railroad., divides the natural ground. level 

upon which the railroad. is built and the bea.oh property. ~o the 

north of this blutt the g:t"Ound level is aboa. t 60 teet higher than 

that to the south. The o.istrict to.the sou.th at the bl~ has a 

slight gradual slope to the shore line ot the Pa.cific Ocean. 

In this application it i8 proposed to extend Anacapa 

street southwara. to a cOIlllection with Vista Del Mar Drive. which 
.. -

will involve crossing S~~ern Pac1fic Company's 100-toot ri~t 

ot way and its main l1ne track. Al though there is So tempoX'8.X7 
'. . 

driveway.,loca.ted on :private property in the vioinity or A:D.ao~a 
street, connecting the two levels separated by the bluff, it is 

shown that this driveway is narrow, with steep g:radesj also there 

is no :plant at this time, to make a. permanent C Ol:ll.eot1ng ro.a.d, 

between the high aDd low level grouna in th1s v1c1n1ty. 

The nearest public crossings over the rallroaa to the 

one proposea here~ are, to the east, at Oce~ ~rive, located 8. 

distance 01: about 1,850 feet, and, to the west, a.t Pierpont Il:m 

street, a dis~oe ot about 3,200 teet. Ocean Drive crosses the 

railroad a.t graae I while at Pie1'l'ont. Izm5treet -whe ~~dea a.re 

sepa.ra.ted., as the highway pass.es unO-er tJ:l.e 'track. 

~e View a't the ~ro~osed cross~ is obstructe~ by 

bu11~ings and trees on the north side ot· the railroaa. 
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The reoord shows that the traffio to be aooommodated 

by this crossing would be primarily limited to that to and ~rom 

the tier of lots on the south side o~ the railroad; ~&Oing on 

Vista Del Mar Dr1ve adjacent to Anaoa~a Street, and from the ad

jacent district north of the track in going to and from the beach. 

At the present time praot1oal~ all of the homes on Vieta Del Mar 

Drive are looated near the Pierpont Inn and near the Ocean Drive 

croasing, therefore, the proposed orossing would be of little oon

venience to these homee. Due to the small area o~ the distriot 

available for development to the south o~ the railroad. the traff

ic trom this district could not reasonablY be expeoted to beoome 

heavy for a long time to oome. The beaoh vehicular traffic trom 

the district to the north of the railroad; whioh woUld use the 

proposed orosstng if oonstruoted, could be accommodated by an ex

tension ot Channel Drive along the north ei~e of the railroad. aa 

shown in Exhibit "B" attached to the applioation. 

While the ~robable vehicular traffic does not appear to 

justify a grade crossing over such an important high-speed rail

road, there does seem to be a reasonable public necessit,r for a 

~edestrian ~rossing over the track at this pOint. The distanoe of 

travel for the pedestrian traffio to the beaoh; from the distriot 

to the north of the ra.ilroa.d, would be ahorter 1n ~ cases b,. 

about 2.000 teet over the distances to the beaoh b~ the crosetng 

at Ocean Drive. If. however, So road. was constructed whioh would 

~tord a connection between the high and low ground in the vicin1t,y 

of Anacapa Street, it would materially increase the area tributar,y 

to the proposed crossing and would, therefore; inorease the publi0 

nece8sity tor a eros,sing over the ra.ilroad at some favora.ble loca

tion. 
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It was suggested by So Southern :£Iaotti0 Witness that 

the traffic on Vista Del Mar Drive in the vioinity of Anaca~a 

Street could be afforded a convenient orossing with the railroad 

by constructing a grade se~ara.tion in the vioinity of the i~ter

section of the railroad and Prinoe Barranoa, where the to:pogra:p~ 

lends itself favorably to construoting the highwar under the rail

road. While this suggestion a~pears to be w~rthy of oonsidera- , 

tion, the CommisSion will not pass upon its merits at this time., 

Present :public needs can apparently be suffioiently met by provid- . 

ing a pedestrian orossing only. Future developments may just1f7 

& crossing for vehioles also over the, railroad at some point bet

ween the Ocean Drive and Pierpont Inn street crossings, but when 

such necessity arises it may be found desirable that the crossing 

be looated at some other point than Anaca~a street • 

.Q .. !~!! 

Rearing having been held on the above entitled applies., 

tion and the matter now standing submitted and ~eady for decision. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permiSSion be and it 18 here

by granted to the Board of Truetees.of the City of San Buenaventura. 

Ventura County, California, to construct a :public grade crossing 

for pedestria.ns only over Southern ?ac1fic Company's traok at 

An&c&:pa Street, suoh c'rosBing to be oonstructed subjeot to the fol

lowing conditions: 

el) The entire expense of constructing said crossing 

shall be borne by applicant. The cost of its maintenance u:p to 

lines two (2) feet outSide of the outside rails shall be borne by 

a:pplicant. The maintenanoe of that portion of the crosstng between 

lines two (2) feet outside of the outSide r&118 shall be borne by 

Southern h.cU1o' Company. 

(2) Said cro8s1ng shall be oonstructed of a width not 



leS8 than twelve (12) feet and at an angle of ninety (90) de

grees to the railroad and wi tb: grad,es of approaoh not greater 

than six (6) ~er cent; shall be proteoted by two suitable 

wing-fences across the right-of-way, exoept over the tracks 

themselves. not more than twent.1 (20) feet apart and 8&1d crOBB

ing shall·in ever~ way be made safe for the passage thereOTer 

of pedestrians. 

(3) Posts or turnstiles shall be ~laced aeross the 

said crossing at the right-ot-way lines ~ such manner as to 

permit free ~assage of pedestrians, and to effeotivelY prevent 

the passage o~ vehicles. 

(4) Applioant shall. Within thirtr (30) darB there

after. notify this Commission, 1n writing. of the oompletion of 
the installation of said crossing. 

(5) The authorization herein granted for the installa

tion of said orossing will lapse and become void one year from 

the date ot this order unless further time is granted by subse

quent order. 

( 6) The Commission reserves 'the right to make such fur-

ther orders relative to the looation,' construction, operation, 

maintenanoe and protection of said crossing &s to it ma~ 8eem 

right and proper and to revoke its permission if. in its judg

ment, the publio convenience and neoe881t~ demand su~h action. 

IT IS l:l:E:&.E BY FUR~HER ORDERED that that portion of the 

above entitled applicat10n asking permiSsion to oonstruct a pub

lio grade crossing for vehicles across Souther.. ~ae1t1c Oompsar's 
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track at Anacapa, 'be and it is hereby denied. 

This order shall become effective twent,y d~a after 

the making thereof. ~ 
,L-J 

Dated at San Francisco, California, 'thiS_/L..;D _____ _ 

commissioners. 
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