Decisgion No.

BEFORE TEE RAIIRCAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

In the matter of the application of
CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA for comstruc-
tion of grade crossing oz Anacapa
Street at Ventura, on Coast Iine of
Southern Pacific Company.

E. Fo Orr, City Attorney, for spplicant. 4%

. W. Eobbs, for Southern Pacific Compa.ny

Application No.l2,467.

L WP L Sl N ) L VL TS

BY TEE COMMISSION:
QPINIONXN

In this proceeding authority is sought to construet
Anacapa Sti-eet at grade across Southern Pacific Con;pa:gv's "Coast
Iine™ in the City of Sex Bueraventura, Ventura County, Califorzia.

A pubdlic hearing was held in this matter before Examiner
Williamg at San Buenaveniura, May llth, 1926.

Anscapa Street is a northerly and southerly street of
the City of San Buenaventurs, situated in the easterly portion of
the city. It is now opened ard improved with a graveled surface
between Thompson Avemue, on the north, and Southern Pacific Com-
pany's rigkt o2 way, on the south, a distance of about 1,000 feet.

— Southern Racific Company's line passes through the City
of San Buenaventurs in an easterly a.nd. westerly direction. In

the vicinity of Anacapa Street the railroad right of way is iOO‘

feet in width. i‘b.is is an important railroad with a normal daily
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train movement of thirty trains per dgy, ¢f which elghteen are
high-speed passenger trains. |

Vista Del Max Drive 1s located immediately south of
the relilrosd right of way and extends parallel to the railroad
property from Ocean Drive, on the east, to Chrisman Avemue, on
the west, a distance of agbout three-fourths of a milé, Ocean
Drive being located 1,850 feet to the east of Anacapa Street.

An irregular bluff, located gpproximately 150 feet to
the south of the railroad, divides the natural ground level
upoxn which the railroad is duilt and the beach property. To the
north of this BLuff the ground level s aboat 60 feet higher than
that to the south. The dlstrict tothe south of the bluff has a

slight gradual slope'to the shore line of the Pacific Ocean.

In thic application it iz proposed to extenahAnacapa
Street southward to a comnection with Vista Del Mar Drive, which
will involve crossing Southern Pacific‘Compaiy‘s’100;root right
of way and its main line track. Although there is a temporary
driveway, located on private propeity in the vicinity of Anacada.
Street, comnecting the two levels separated by the blufe, 1t'isv
showr thet this driveway is narrow, wlith steep grades; also there
is no plan, at this time, to make 2 permanent cczmecting road
betweén the high and low level ground in this vicinity.

The mearest public crossings over the railroad to the
one proposed herein are, to the east, at Ocean.Drive, located a
distance of about 1,850 feet, and, to the west, at Plerpont Inn

Street, a distance of about 3,200 feet. Ocean Drive orosses the

reilrosd at grade, while at Pi&fﬁ@ﬂt,lﬂﬂStTBﬁt (e grades are

seperated, as the highway passes under the track.

The view at the proposed crossing is obstructed by

buildings and trees on the north side of the railroad.
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The recoxrd shows that the traffic to be accommodated
by this crossing would be primarily limited to that to and from
the tier of lots on the south side of the railroad, facing on
Vista Del Mar Drive adjacent to Anacaps Stroot, and Lrom the ad=-
Jacent district north of the track in going to aﬁd from the beach.
At the present time practically all of the homes on Vieta Del Mar
Drive are located near the Plerpont Imm and near the QOcean Drive
crossing, therefore, the proposed crossing would be of little con=-
venience to these homes. Due to the small area of the district
available for development to the south of the railrosd, the traff-
ic from thim district could.not reasonably be expected to become
hesvy for & long time to come. The beach vehicular traffic from
the district to the xnorth of the reilroad, which would mse the
proposed crossing if comstructed, could be accommodated by an ex-
tension of Chanmel Drive along the north side of the railroad, as
shown in Exhibit "B™ attached t0 the application.

Waile the'probable vohiculaxr traffic does xnot appeﬁx to
justify a grade crossing over such an important high-speed rail-
road, there does seem to be 2 ressonable public necessity for a
pedestrian crossing over the track at this point. The distance of
travel for the pedestrian traffic to the beach, from the district
t0 the noxrth of the railrosd, would be shorter in many cases by

abbut 2,000 Zeot over the distances to the beach by the crossing

at Ocean Drive. If, however, s road was constructed whioch would
afford s connecéion between the high and low ground in the vicinify
of Anascapa Street, it would materislly increase the area tridbutary
to the proposed crossing and would, therefore, increase the publie
necessity for s crossing over the railroad at some favoradble loca~
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It was suggested by & Southern Pacific witness that
the traffic on Vista Del Mar Drive in the viecinity of Lnacapd

Street could be afforded a convenient orossing with the railroad
by constructing a grade separation in the vicinity of the inter-

section of the railroad snd Prince Barrancs, where the toyography

lends itself favorably to construweting the highway under the rail-
road. While this suggestion appears to be woxthy of considers-
tion, the Commission will not pass upon its merits at this time.
Present public needs can apparently be sufficlently met by provid-
ing & pedestrian ocrossing only. Fature developments may justify

& crossing for vehicles also over the railrosd at some point bete
ween the Ocean Drive and Plerpont Inn Street crossings, but when
atch necessity arises it may be found desiradle that the crossing

be located at some other point than Anacapa Streot.

Hearing having beer held on the above entitled applica=~
tiorn and the matter now standing submitted and resdy for decision,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission be and it is here=
'by granted to the Board of Trustees of the City of San Buenaventura,
Ventursa County, Califorrnia, to comstruct a publiec grade crossing
for pedestrians only over Southern Pacific Company's track at
Anacapa Street, such ¢rossing to be conmstructed enbject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) The entire expense of constructing saild crossing
shall be borne by applicant. The cost of its malntenance up to
lines two (2) feet outslde of the outside rails shall be borne by
applicant. The msintenance of that portion of the crossing between
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be Lorne by
Southern Pacific Companye. |

(2) said crossing shall be comstructed of a width not
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less them twelve (12) feet and at an angle of ninety (90) de-

grees to the reilrosd and Witk grades of approach not greater
than six (6) per cent; shall be protected by two suitable
wing-fencés acroes the right-of-way, except over the tracks
themselves, not more than twenty (20) feet apart and said cross-
ing shall in every way be made safe for the passsge thereover

of pedestrians.

(3) Posts or turnstiles shall be placed ecross the .
said crossing st the right-of-way lines in such manner as to
vermit free Yyassage of pedestrians, and to effectively prevent
the passage of vehicles.

(4) Applicsnt shall, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify this Commission, inm writing, of the completion of
the installation of said crossing.

(5) The suthorization herein granted for the installa~
tion of sald croseing will lapse and become vold one year from
the date of this order unless further time is granted by subse~-
quent order.

(6) The Commission reserves the right to mske such fure
ther orders relative to the locstionm, constructionm, operstion,
maintenance and protection of said croésing 88 t0 it may ascem
rigat and proper and t¢0 revoke its permission if, in‘ita Judge
ment, the public convenience and necessity demand such action.

IT IS HEREDBY FURTHER ORDERED thet that portion of the
above entitled application asking permission to construct a pub-

lic grade crossing for vehicles across Southerm Pacific Company's




track at Anacspa, be and it is hereby denied.
This order shall become effective twenty days after
the making thereof. -

(17
Dated at San Francieco, California, this JO

day of \lume , 1926,

0 - ‘//(W _i.\g(_._ﬂ/

Commlssioners.




