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:BEtORE TB RAIIaO.l'D CO:Ml4ISSIOli OF ~ STATE OF QAT.ll'Omru. 

In the :Matter of the J.pp11cat1oD o'l ) 
1 

PJ.11L w. HuNm ) 
) 

~or increase of water rates. ) 
.l:pp11cat1on No. 12613. 

Paul W. Ranter 111 propria persona. 

:BY mE COlmISSION: 

OPIlfIOIi --- .... -. ....... ~-

Paul '1'. Hunter, appl:lcant in this pzo.ceed1ng, owna &D1 

operates a amall pc.b~1c utility water a,'8tem. aupply.Lngwater 1br 

domestic pu~8e8 to residents o~ the northweatexn part o~ the 

town at Fortnna. Bnmboldt Count,y. The application alleges that 

the present rates now c.b.a:rged ~or water service are $1.25 per 

month for all families; th&t it i8 hardly fair for familie. With 

no children to pay the Bame as families with children; aDd there-

tore the COmmission is requested to iasue 1 ta order raising the 

rates to $1.50 :per month for families .b.aving two or more cb.11clren. 

A. ptlblic .b.ear1ng in the above prooeeding was held be-

fore Exsntfner Austin at FOrtuna, :Ea.m.boldt C01lllt7, atter aU iD-

tereated parties had been notified and giTen an opportmn1t,y to~ 

appear and he heard. ·;,1~.;~·· , 
....:1. . 

!he rates now in ef~eet on this aystem are aa tollo .. : 

~am11108 • • • • • • • • • • • $1.25 per month. 
One person • • • • " • • • • • .1.00" " 
Cows or Aoraes, par head • •• .25 ~ " 

~ -The water supply o~ t.b.1s utility is obtained trom & ~ 

bar of small spr1ngs, del1v.ering water into a 6,000 gallon redwood . 
... ."(~ 1. Jl.) ., 



storage tank, from w.biC:.ll c1istr1bu.t1on is made ,by sra:v1 V to twant,. 

CODaumers.. There are approX1Il1Lte:t:r 2,200 :feet o't two-inch pipe 

and 4,000 f'oet of three-quarter tech pipe in the d18tr1~t1on 818-

tem. 
R. :me Savage, one of the OOmmission.'s engLneers, aubmit-

ted a report and appraisal of the p.b.ys1ceJ. properties ot th1a ut1l-

i ty, together wi t.b. 8. study ot tlle ma1.nte:c.ance and. operation open.e. 

!h1a report eet out the eBt1ma.ted orig1nal coat of the 118.4 alld uae-

M property a.s $2,2'14 as of April 1, 1926, the deprecia.tion annui-

ty as 139 computed by tb.~ 5~ Sinking ft2.nd m.ethod, and the ma1nte-

na.nce and opere.t1ng expenses ~or the 1mmediate :ftl.ta.re were recom-

mended to be $240. No appraisement ot the utility Propert7 or fi-

nanc1al statement was presented by the a.pp11cant. 

~e opttrat1ng revenues of th.1s water plant for 1924 were 

$274, and $280 for 1925. 

tho dependable :now of the springs supplying thi8 ayatem. 

.bas for the past several years been inadeqtt.ate cl:a.r1ng the ~ 

months to sat18~ the reqUirements of t.be constlllors, w.t th the re-
~lt that it bas been neeessar.y to purchase water at matered rate. 

from the Fortuna Water Compa,uy, a ut1li ty supplying the ma1n por-

tion of the town of For~na. The necessity o~ purehaa1ng water &t 

metereel rates tor resale und.er a flat ra.te ac..b.edule adda a 0011814-

erable btU"den. to So plant ope.ra.t1ng 0%1 sucb. a small 8eal e. 

~e evidence 1nd.1e:atea t.b.B.t the rates now charged bJr.' ap-

plicant e.b.oa.ld be readjusted to more, eqt11tably d1atribt1te t.ba 

o.b.arges· for service tc.rn1shecl in accordanoe Wi th the '1188 ot water. 

~he proposal. of a.pplicant to baae the rate upon the number of cMl-

d.ren in tb.e fami11es of thOB.ereee1V1ng water is altogether imprao-

tioable and can res'alt only in general dissatisfaction and annor-

anae. ~e rates Bet out herein are designed to 888.S8 charge. for 

aemeG as cl.osel~ aligned to actual ~e .. is neceaaar:r under .. 
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flat rate 8c.b..edule, and will at the same time alight1:r increase 

the total revenues. Shoa.1C! 80.1 d1f:f1ca.l ties aria:e OTer tb.e quan-

ti ty of water used, meters may be ina.teJ.led end fOr tlla.t :reason 
a. rate for mee.sure4 serv1 ce will also be estab11med. 

ORDER .......... ---
Paul '1'. Ranter having made application to 'tile Ra1l%'Oad 

Commission as entitled above, a public hearing .b.&V1l'lg been held 

thereon, and the matter haT1:rlg been 8ubm1tted, 

It Is Hereby :round as & Jaet t.ba.t the rates now chaTS.a. 

by Paa.l W. RWlter for water supplied to bi8 cons~ers in Fort1lJla, 

Ramboldt County, are unjus:t and llllreaaonable in so f'ar as the,. 

d1!~er from the rates herein es:t&bl18hed, and that tAe Htes here-

in estab11shed are jU8t and reasonable rates to be charged for the 

service rendered. 

:Basing 1 t.s order on the :foregoing finding of fact aDt 

on the fUrther statements of :tact cOllts1ned in t.b.e op1n1an w.b1oJt 

precedes this orier. 
Rant,e:r be and he ia 

hereby author1::ed to file wi til tllis CommiSSion Wi th1n twen't7 (20) . 
days from the date of this oreler the folloWing rate8 1;0 be charg-

ed for all cerv:tee rendered to his conaumers in the town of 7or-

tuna. Rnmboldt county, on and after ~7 1, 1926: 

:nat Eatea: Per llonth. 

Single tapa or f~cet8 • • • • . • • • • • • • 
H~see, four rooms or leas • • • • • • • • • • 
J.dd1t1onal for eacb. bat.b. tub or toilet • • . • 
Additional for eacb room ~Ter f~ • • • · • • 
lOf 11m and gs.ra®. {~!1g,tion, pe:r lC(} aqllar& 

:toot o~ 8Ur:t'S.CO &otu.~:ty :tr%'1g:a.tod. :from ~ 
t.o and 1XlClucU.Xl6 3ept=.bor • • • • • • • • • 

G&rage ana one automobile. • • • • • • • • . • 
Cows or horses. p9r boa4 • • • • • • • • • • • 
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$1.00 
,1.00 

.25 

.10 

.03 

.15 

.26 



:Meter Ra tea: Per Month. 

:&t1n1mpm. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • $3. • .60-
:for t.h& :t1rat 10,000 gallons, ~.r 1000 gallons • SO 
Over 10,000 gallons, ~. n .25 

IT IS SERgs! FtJ'BTI:!ER OEDERED tll&t Pa'Dl W. RuIlter be and 

he is hereby d 1rected to file Wi t.b. th1a Commie e :lon, :for 1 ta ap-

proval, w1 thin twenty (20) clays from the date ot tb.18 order, ruJ.ea 

and rega.le.t:lona to govern Ms relations uth his oonsumers. 
:Por all otb.er purposes the effect! ve date of this order 

shall b.G twenty (20) days ~rom and after the d&te· hereof'. 

])s.ted a.t san Franc1sco, 0811:torn1a, this 19 /C d&7 

of Jane. 192.6. 

CoiiiDi1s81on era. 
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