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3Z70RE THE RAITZROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO%%IA.

In the Matiter of the Application
of TEX COUNTY OF SONQMA for per-
mission to construct a grade cross-
ing across the right of way of the
Petalura and Sante Rosa Railroad
Companye.

" Applicetion No. 12,771.

Nl Ol Bl gl el Vel e et

Hoyle, District Attorney for County of Sonoma.

¥e Minn, f€or County of Sonoma.

Maggard and W. G. Reanison, for Petalume and
Santa Rosa Railroad Coapany.

Reading and G. L. Ayres for Barnett & Reading,Inc.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
oRINION

Thls is an applicaetion filed by the County of Sonome in
which authority 1s sought to construct a grade crossing across the
main track of the Petaluma and Santa Rosa Rallroad ot & poirt about
6,000 feet West of the City Limits of the City of Santa Rosa near
Wright Statlion.

& public hearing was held in this proceeding at Sante Rosa
Yefore Examiner Austin.

The proposed crossing ic desired in connection with & sub-
division of the Wright Station Tract of eighteen (18) half-acre lots
located on the Southwest corner of the intersection of the Santa
Rosa ~ Sebastopol Highway and the Stony Point Road. The provosed
crossing and the road to be constructed in connection therewith
are approximately 503 feet Wezt of the Stony Point Road. The sub-

Civigion 1z lald out In two tiers of lots, one tier facing on the




Stony 20int Road, the other tier facing on the proposed road. A1l
of the lots except two in the tier facing on the Stony Point Road
nave been sold. Nome of the lots facing on the provosed road have
Yeen £0ld a5 the owners have withheld the sale wunitil the matter of
the proposed crossing is disposed of.

The proposed roed will commect vith an existing road which
leaves the Stony TPoint Road about 1200 feet South of the Santa Rosa -
Sebastopol Highway and which extends West some 3000 feet parallel
thereto. It ic proposed to extend this road Yest one mile to con-

vect with another road running East and Vest through the ILeddy Zstate.

Mhis latter road connects with a Noxth and South roald which c¢rosses

+he Petaluna and Senta Rosae Railroad and enters the Santa Rosa -
Sebastopol Eighwaye.

Two houses have been bullt on the iWright Svation tract on
two of the most southerly lots facing on the Stony Toint Road.
Buildire restrictions on thic tract are as Lollows: No residence o
e duilt costing less than »2500. Ko duildings to be duilt within
ten feet of ihe property lines and sct back line in front of property
to be forty feet from main roads.

Me, Samson 3. VWright, who 13 interested in the subdivision
21so owns & tract of Xand Soutk of the subdivision and another tract
fronting for 1000 feet along the railroad beginning about 500 feet
West of the proposed crossinge Iilrs. Wright owns the 500 oot strip
lying between the proposed road and this Tright tract. The main
trock of the Petzlume and Sebastopol Railroad Company extends 2w
lonz the Xortherly line of this subdivision and crosses the Santa
Rosa~Sebastopol Eighway at its intersection with the Stony Point

rans along the Fortherly sicde of the Santa Rosa-Sebastopol




Highway into Santa Rosa.

Praffic entering Santa Ross from the Stony Point Road

does 1ot rave to cross the railroad tracke. I% the proposed cross—
ing is constructed, residents ol the tier ol lots facing on the pro-
poged road will have o cross the railroad track at the proposed
crossing and if traveling towawrds Santa Rose, would have to cross

the treck again at the crossing near the intersection of the High-
way with the Stony Point Roads. It was poinved out by the Engineer-
ing Department of the Commission that if s road were constructed
varallel to the railroed along the Northerly line of the subdivision,
that these residentsc would not have to cross the railroad at all. It
nappens that the “wo lots adjacent to the railroad right-of-way through
which this road would be constructed arc much wider than the remain-
img lots in the tract and could be cut down without remdering thex
$00 narrow or unsaleable.

Yr. Ge Jo Reading of Barnet & Reading, who are handling
+nig tract objlected to the comstruction of this road on the grounds
that the supervisors would never taxe over a road parallel o the
South side of the railroad on account of its proximity to the Santa-
Rosa - Sebastopol Highway and that the roaed would, therefore, have to
ve maintained by private parties indelinitely. He testified that
«nere was 2 Gemand for one-aslf acre tracts; that the pronosed cross—
ing and rozd leading thereto were necessary in order to lay out the
tract with 1lots 250 feet deer ac without this road, the lots would
be 500 feet long and would be oo narrow for their width of approx-
imately 73 feet.

The Counsy officials stated that this application wasg

brought by the County for the benefit of these land owners in order
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that she matter might be legally presented to the Commission and

that the County itself was not intercsted in the droposed crossing
or in the proposed road connecoting therewith and had no lntention at
the present time of takingz over this road as a dedicated county road
vut thet the road might become a county road at some future time when
a sufficient nurber of people hal settled in this neighdborhood to de-
mand such action.

Mr. We Go Rennison, Chief Engineer of the Railroad Compaxny
tectified that there were thirteen (1Z) private cerossings in the one
and one-hal® miles West to the next pwblie road crossings ten (10)
of these private crossingc being on the Wright tract and three (3)
on the Leddy tract. He further testified that there had bYeen three
accidents in +he last three months on these private croscings and
that one death had occurred from these accidentss

It further appears that the Railroad Company considers the
erossing of itc track with the Santa Rosa-Sebagtopol Highwey ac a
dangemous crocsing az it has posted cigns on each gide of the eross-
ing reading as follows: MMotormer - Dangerous crossing 400 feet
ahead. Reduce speed to four miles per hours”

The Railroand Company operates eighteer (18) passenger and
two (2) freight trains each way daily over this track. It appears
from the record that the righi-of-way agreement entered into by the
Railroad Company wnd the Wright Estate on the 7th of June 1904 pro-
vides that the Wright Estate ls entitled to a private crossing evexry
300 feet along the entire mile frontage of their lands along the
railroada £ would thus appear that if thic subdivision plen of
one-half acre lotc were continued Vesterly through the Wright Estate,
that o public crossing would ultimately bde required every 500 Zeet.

Mr. Wright testified, however, that he had thought of constructing

an Fast and Vest road 2 short distance South of the mailroad which




right ¢o away with tke necessity for a number of these private cross=-
ings.

In vhis proceeding, vhe Comnmission nust weigh the hazard
to tke public who will use the proposéd crossing and in conmection
vherewith the nair crossing of the highway, against the detrinent
to the private owners caused by the comstruction of a permanent
Private road parallel to and on the gouth side of the railroad
westerly from the Stony Poind Road to the road proposed to be opened
in this proceeding. The recoxrd shows thalt private crossings along
this rallroad in wais vicinity are hazardous and that the erossing

with vhe main Highwly is comsidered hazardous by the Railroad Con=-

pany ard Tfor this reason the compsny has posted Tslow™ signs on the
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railroad right=of-way.

The record further zhows thuot there are at the present time
0o residents in this tract who will be inconvenienced if this cross-
ing ic not constructed znd that the County aoes xnot intend at this
vime to take over 4s 4 pudblic county road the road proposed by the
owners. Giving due consideration to all ol vhe testimony, it appears

tast the application should be denied and it will be co ordered.

QRDER

Covnty of Sonomu having made applicetion to this Commission
for permission to constructy ¢rossing at grade across the right-of-way
2uné track of the Pelteluwna and Sunta Roga Railroad Jompony near Wright
Station, Sonoma County, & pudlic nearing naving been held, the matter

naving veen duly swbmitted znd now being ready Jor decision, for the
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Teesonz stated in the foregoing Opinion
IT IS HERZBY QOADZRED that the above application bhe
end the same hereby is denied without rrejudice.
| the effective date 0f this order shall be twenty

(20) days £rom the dste hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 2

day of Juune, 1926.

Commissioners.




