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)' IJ /J j 1/ )i1/;' I ! !JlffJ~ t:1~. In the matter of the applies-tio=. of) ~/j J/r'{ ... ~ I 
the COmITY OF TULA~ for perm.zsion) I .. !J;, .:.; i . 
to eo~t=uc~ s crossing o! a public ) , 
highwar over a railroad of the_So~thern ) . 
?acific Cotcp:l:;.y and. ta.e SO".lthere Paci- ) !a.p:pl1cc.tion No. 12,711. 
fie Railroaa Company, on the ~orth } 
line of the Southwest ~uarter of See- ) 
tio~ 22, To~~hip 19 South, R~ge 24 ) 
~st~, Mo~t Diablo ~so ~nd Meridia~ ) 
near the station of Ts.gu.s. ) 

--------------------------------} 
w. c.. E:aight,' Assista:Lt :District Attorney, :lnd. 
Frank L~berso~, ~puty District Attorney 

for County of Tulare. 
R. W. Eobbs, for Southe~ P~cific Company. 

BY TEE COr~!tSSION: 

OPINION ---------
~ this proceed.ing the County of Tulare seeks authorit~ 

to co~t~ct a public crossing across the tracks of the Southern 

?acific Comp~~rs Valloy mcin line between San Francisco and 

Los ./:L"lgeles on the center line of Section 22, T. 19 S.~, :3.. 24 Z.~ 

A public hesring was held on thie ~pplicstion at 

Visalia OIl 'May 27" 1926, oeio:l:'e ~mine:r Aust1n o.t which time 

the mattor was submitted. 

The r~11roo.d risht-of-way runs northwcster~ and south-

easterly through. the westerly half of Section 22,.; curving ,tovrerd. the 



eout~ ~t the so~thcrly half o£ the section. The St~te R1Shwa~ 

Section 22 is entirely botUlded 'by County roads except slo:lg 

the 30~therly line of the southwest ~usrter where a h&l! m11e 

o! rJad has not been co~structe~ On ~cco~t of the meander1ngs 

of Cameron Creek along this piece of zection line. The County 

rose., known DoS "Liberty Road Tf, alo!lg the north line of Section 

22~ does not e~cnd to the west of Section 22 but it docs ex-

tend eas'~ for ceve:=s.l miles. Liberty School is lo,catoe. three 

miles cast of the railroa~ on tCis road. The County road 

along the west side of Section 22 leads into the State Eighw~y 

~t the crossing at the north section line of Section 22. It 

extends south for several miles and leads into nearby cast and 
west ro~ds along the center line of Sections 20 ~~ 21 ~d 

~o~ the southerly line of these same two sectionz. It is 

proposed to o~cnd the road thrOugh tAG center of these two 

seetions in ~~ easterly direction to conneet with tho proposed 

crossing, there being no road ~lons the center ot the w03terly 
hal! ot Scctio~ 22 at tho present time. 

The Znterpr1sc School is loeste~ about one and one-

h~lf miles west of tile railroad OIl the soutb:erly side of .the 

Co~ty road ~ing west a~ong the south lines of Sections 20 

a:ld 21. The nearest public crossings to the crossing applied 

~or are located on the north line of Section 22, approximately 

o~e-ha1! mile distant and on the south line of Section 27 ap~ 

proximately one and one-half miles d.istant. 

The view in the vicinity of the proposed crossing 

is open exee~t for nn abandoned nursery of black walnut trees 

west of the crossiXlge Most of these trees lie .. within the 

limits of the proposed. County ::'osd. and. all could be removed 

with little trouble in case this crossing were opened. Grades 
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or cppro~ct of thre€ pc= cont co~~ be cst~blish~c on ~hc'pro
posed crossing. 

The r~ilroa~ operates six passenger a~d fro~ six to 

twelve freight trains doily over this tr~ck at maximum speeds 

of fifty miles per tour for tee passenger and thirty-five miles 
per hour for the !rcight trains. 

Zxhibit "En att~chod to t~e application shows that 

the crossins here~be!ore ~cntioned as being on the north line 

ot Section 22 und loc~lly known ~s tho "Tague SWitch Crossing"~ 

is to be aoandono~. Rowever~ the applicant stated that this 

exhibit was in error and the application was amcnde~ ~t the 

he~ins to Omit the ab~ndonment ot this crossing. Tho Southorn 
~aci!ic Company offered no objection to the propoJed crossing~ 
prOviding the Tague Switch Crossicg were closed. 

Roweve=~, ~ number of reSidents of this vicinity te~1-

£ie~ that they preferred to use the Ta~~s SWitch Crossing a~a 

t~e road ~long the west line of Seetion 22 ~s this ro~~ offers 

less h~zard than tho St~te Eighway to children who travel it 

to reacA the Enterprize School. It was &180 co~tendcd'by 

these resiacnts that it w~s mucA ~ore convenient to drive stock 

alo~ t~ie County road th~~ ~long the State Highway and'that 

there was no local necessity for the crossing epplied £0=. 
A reprcsentati~e o! the ~agu$ r~ch propertios testi-

fied that ~ho holdi~s of this ranch ran into t'ne triangle 

!or=ea by the railrOad in the westerly half of Section 22 snd 

that the proposed crossing would be used by the ranch in truck~ 

~S produce o~ the high~uy to Tagus SWitch. It was stated 

th&t the clOSing of the ~ao~$ SWitch Crossing would save 

cutting ~ra~s at Tugus e~d wOuld divert traffic from the throe-

track crossing at this ~QQation tD the Single track crossing 

et ~ha cito proposed. 



Considering ~ll the testimony in tb,is record, it 

:::.ppesrs thet there is little, if $.::.ly public need. for two g::l.de 

cro~sings in thic 1mmed1~te vicinity a~d. tb.~t the e:isting 

crOSSing on the nortl:. line of Section 22 more a'dequatcly 

serves th€ p~blic convenience and necessity than the crossing 

proposed. This application thereiore should be denied and 
it will be so ordered. 

ORDER .... - - --
Tho County of T~3re~ having made application to 

this Com:ission for permission to constr~ct a County road at 

grade across the tr~c~s of the Southern Pacific Coopany on 

the ellst $one.. west center line of Section 22, T. 19 S., Range 

24 3., ~.D.E.& U., a public he~ring h~ving been held, the 

~atter havi~g been duly submitted and. now ready tor deCiSion" 

for the rellSOns sts.tcc. in the foregoing opinioll, 

IT !S E33EEY 02DERED that the ~bove entitled appli-

cation be ~d the same hereby is denied without prejudice. 

The effective date of this order chllll bo ~wenty 
(20) days froe th~ date hereo!. 

DD-tee. ~t Sun Francisao, Cali.:Eornia~ this 

dsr 0: June~ 1926. 
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Comciss1oners. 


