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Deaision No. N .

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TER ST.ME OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of
the COUNTY OF T0LARE for permission
to comstruct a crossing of & pudblic
highway over a railrosgd of the
Southern Pacific Company and the
Southern Pacific Railroad Company, on
the Noxth line of Section 5, Town-
ship 23 South, Range 25 East, Mt.
Disdlo Base and Meridisn, at Pixley.

Applicatiorn No. 12542.

el Nt e Vet Bl Nl Vel N e o ® Vi

We C. Hoight, Assistant District Attornmey, and
Prank Lambersoxn, Deputy District Attorney,
for County of Tulare,
H. W. Eobbs, for Southern Pscific Company.
BY TEE COMMISSION:
OPINIOX

The crossing applied for in this application by the
County of Tulare ig located near the southerly town limits of the
Town of Pixley and is on the noxrth line of Section S5, T. 23 8.,
Range 25 E. M.D.B & M. This crossing has been before this Com-
mission previously in Application No. 5677, which was filed ¥sy 11,
1920, and dismiszsed at request of applicant onr March 1, 1921
(Decision No. 8673.) ‘

4 public hearing was held on the present rroceeding at
Visalia on May 27, 1926, before Examiner Austin at which time the
matter was submitted.

The Comnty road on which the proposed crossing is located
runs in a.n'east and west direction for & distance of approximately
thirty miles exteniing from the station of Spa or the Sants Fe
on the west to the mountains east of Terra Bella. All east and

west traffic on this road at tie rresent time must detour by turning
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north at the State Righway to B Street in Pixley where it crosses

the railroad and thence turms sounthk along Market Street on the west
gide of the tracks to the latter's coummection with the County road
where it agsin turns west. This line of travel is inconvenient to
the public and is particularly inconvenient in that it requires the
driving of stock along the State Highways. Stock corrals are located
on the southwest comer of the péoposed crogsing, having been moved
there sbout two yesxrs sgo from the east aide of the réilroad nesr
the center of town. A cotton gin is located on the noxrthwest corzer
of the crossing. These two structures obatruct the view of the
railroad track on approaching the orossing from the west wken near
the track but the distant view of the railroad when west of these
structures is open.

It was testified by witness for spplicent that the view of
the track at the "B"™ Street crossing in Pixley is blocked on the
east side by the éeﬁot which is closer to the main track than either
the cotton gin or the stock corrale It was pointed out by applicant
that the existing crossing at "B" Street could be closed if the oross-
ing applied for were comstructed. Applicant claims that this would
be an advantage to the Rallroad Company &8 it would do away with the
necessity of cutting trains at the "B" Street croasing which, over &
long periocd of time, wouwld result in & considerable savinge.

The Railrcad Compamy operates six passenger trainsg and
from 8ix to twelve freight trains, scocording to the season, over this
main line tracke A4 traffic count of highway travel taken April 28,
1926, dy the railrosd company between the hours of 8:30 A.l. and

8:30 R.Mi shows 191 movements over the "B" Street crossinge During

the harvest Season this number would pxrobably be considerably in-

cresased.

It would appesr from the record that this application should
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be granted provided the crossing at B Street be closed and it will

be so ordered.

The apportionment of cost in installing this crossing yet
remains to be decideds It will be necessary in this case to move
the switch of tkhe siding which extends thirteen feet south of the
crossing at its present looation. In this connection it will &lso
be necessary to move the two block signsls about sixty feet south
of the crossing. It will slso be necessary to move two tool houses
located on the east side of the railrosd witlkdn the intersection of
the County road snd the railroad right of way.

The applicant takes the position that the Railroad Company
should pay part of the cost of moving these atructures 88 an exchange
for the relief of cutting the trains at the B Streeti crossing and fox
the abvolishment of that crossing.

It appears to the Commission that the Railroad Company as
well as applicant will benefit by the opening of the new erossing on
the section line and by the closing of the crossing at B3 Street and
therefore that it would be reasonable to assess one-half of the cost
of moving the railroad facilities and corstructing the crossing to
the Railrosd Company, the remairing costs including the entire cost
of installing an sutomatic flagman to belaésessed to the aprlicant.

County of Tulare naving made application for permission to
construct & public highway at grade across the tracks of the Sounthern
Pacific Coxpany on the north line of Section 5, Townskip 23 Soumtk,
Renge 25 East, MeD.B. & M., neaxr Pixley, a public hearing having been
held, the Commission being apprised of the facts, the matter being
wnder submission and ready for decision,

It iz hereby found as a fact that public convenience and

necessity require the establisiment of a public crossing at grade
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at the point above indieated, therefore,
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that permission and authority be and
it i8 heredy granted to the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Tulare, State of California,

to counstruct a public road at grade

across the tracks of Southern Pacific Company as follows:

Commencing &t & point on the north line of Sec-
tion &5, in TownsXiyp 23 South, Range 25 East, Mt. Diablo
Base anl Meridien, 571 feet east of the north quarter
corner of said Section 5; themce north 15° 28" wost 25.9
feet; thence oast 103.8 feet- thence south 15° 28" east
519 ieet‘ thence west 103.8 feet; thense north 15° 28"
east 25,9 feet to the point of begi.nning,

and &8 shown by the maps (Exhibits "A™ and "B") attached to the
" application, said crossing to be constructed éubdect to the follow~-
ing conditions, nsmely:

(1) The entire expense of comstructing the crossing and
of moving the necesssary railroad facilities shall be bornme fifty
(50) per cent by spplicant and f£ifty (50) pexr cent by the Scuthern

Pacific Companys The cost of maintammé of said crossing up to
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne by
spplicante Thre maintenance of that portion of the e¢roesing between
linees two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall de borne by
Southern Pacific Company. XNo portion of the comt herein assessed
to applicant for the construction or maintenance of ssid crossing
shall be e;ssoased by applicant, in eny manner whatsoever, to the

operative property of Southern Pacific Company.

(2) The crossing shall dbe constructed of a width not less
then twenty-four (24) feet .and &t en angle of approximately seventy-
five (75) degrees” to the railrosd and with grades of approach not
greater thsu two (2) per cent; shall be constructed substantislly
in accoxrdance utii Standard No. 3 as specified in General Order
Nos 72 of this Commission; shsll be pr;tected by suitable crossing
signs and shall in every way de made safe foxr the passage thereon
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of vehloles and other road traffic.

(3) An antomatic flagman shall be installed and main-
tained for the protection of seid crossing., Said automaetic flage

man shall de of a type and installed in accordance with plans or
data approved by the Commissjion. Cost of instelling said automatie
flagman shall be borne by applicant, County of Tularee Co8t of
maintaining 2aid antomatic Lflagman shall be borne by Southern
Pacific Company.

(4) The existing public crossing of "B" Street located
637 feet more or less north of the crossing horain authorized shall
be legally abandoned and effectively closed to public use and travel.

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days theregfter,_
votify this Commission, inr writing, of the coxpletion of the inatalla-
tion of sald crossing.

(6) If said orossing shall not have been installed within
one (1) year f£rom the date of this order, the authorization herein
granted shall then lapse and decome void, unless further time is
granted by sudbsequent order.

(7) The Commission reserves the right to make such furthexr
orders relative to the location, construction, operstion, mainte-
nance and protection of said crossing az to it may seem xight and
proper and to revoke its permission if, in its Judgment, the publis
convenience and necessity demand such actione.

The authority herein granted shell become effective on the
date hereofs

L Dated at San Francisco, Califormia, this 2”{ day of

ﬁmp 1926. ' //(MA e ;:\m)
%ao%k

Commissioners




