RAIIRCLD COLDIISSICN OF IHL

In the lLatter of the Lpplicuvlon of the
Cownty of Fresuo, State of valifornis,
for a pernit to consiruet and meintain
o publie hdghwiay crossing at grode over
whe right of way amd trocks of the
Southern Paczific Sompany at o point 581
feot southeasterly Irom the ilnterseciiorn
oL s2id railroad with the north line of
Sectlon 22, in Township 15 Soutk, Range
2% Easv, Mount Dlublo Buse and ieridian.

~pplication ¥o. 1L266C.
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Thic iz 2n application by the County of Presno, in which
vernission iz sought to construcy ard maintain a public aighway,
xnown as Xamm avenue, aceross the rain lirne tracks of the Volley Line
oL Sowtnern Paciilc Compuny. The orossing is situated about 600

o2 the north line of Section 22, Township 16 South,
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A public hearizg woas held in Fresno oxn liay 28th, 1926,

Yefore Examiner auvstin, &t which time the aatter waes suwinivied.

Tae Southern 2ucilic Jompanyts tracks exfterd in & northeast=—
sowthwesterly direction throush Secvion 22 and sre paralleled
southwest h by the L& The Town of Kingsw

2¢ wad
AL AVCRRE LS ou east and west road, connect-
cide of Tresno County, east to the vicialdy

of Reedley on the euste 3 wne GCovnty.




north ond south road running aleng the west side of Section 22,

Koz Avenue, Betinel Avenue snd the rallroad tracks intersect very

nearly in & common point but owing to the location of & rather
deep ravine which crosses the rsilroasd at right-angles near this
intersection, these roads nave been detoured slightly on the
easterly side of the railread, so that they cross the railroad
exd enter the State Highway spproximately 1,040 feet apart.

The 3Bethel Avenue Crossing is an open public crossing
constructed ot right-arzles to the railroad; it is in good con-
ditior and in open country with very litile obstruction to the
view. There is a small kmoll on the railroad right-of-way to
the north of this crossing dut s rosdway has been cut throvgh
this inoll alorg the egsterly side of the right-cl-way fence,
waich gives ax open view of the railroad track for a long distance.
In addition, 3Betael Avenue approaches the track from the eust
from high ground which ensbles one 10 see the entire surrounding
country. However, thils c¢rossing suffers from the same additionel
razard wkich iz commen to all crossings eatering important heavily
travelled highways, which sre narallel snd adjacent to railroad
rights-of-way, on the oppocite cide of the railroad from the
county road entering thém.

At & point sbout 425 Lcet easgt ¢f the railrosd trzek,

Kamm Avenue turns south for sdout 400 fecet and connects with a right-
engle private croscing of the railrocd. This private crossing is
equipped with gotes and privete property signe. It Lz this cressing
which the County decsires ixn this proceeding to construct ag s publiec
crossing. There are some eleven houses locsated aloqs Laom Avenue
between this eroasing and the Selma-Xingsburg R0ed, which rung north
and south slong the east line of Sectioxn 22. Tbe'residents aloxg
this mile of roed thus have two entrances into Xingshurg, one east=-
erly along Xemm Avenue and southerly along the Selma-Kingsburg Road,

a distance of ehout one and vhree-cighthe miles, on the average,
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and: the other wesgterly along Kanm Avenue acreoss the xallroad o0 the
State Eighwoy ard then soubtheasverly along the highway into Kingse'
arg, a distance of almost two miles. The westerly route, however,
18 thae only shory route via the State Highway into Fresno.

The Souwthern 2ucific Comgany objects to the opening of
thiz croszing as & public croszsing axnd tokes the position that a
Public crossing can be avoided by duilding o conmectirg road, by
conneciing the right-angle turn in Xamz Averve, hereinbefore men-
tioned s bYeing 4295 feet east of the railroad, with Bethel Avenue,
at & point where the laotlexr turns to enter the railroad right-of~
way. This would require the construction of 800 feet of new road,
which would cross the ravine, wkiec iz some ten or twelve feed deep;
aand come intervening low land.

The traffic count token by the Southern Pacific Company

on 4pril 17th, from 6:00 L., to 6:00 P.M., chows but 36 wvehicles

-

ng Tthe Bevhel Lvenue cerossing and 30 vehicles using vhe private
It i

rogeing during shat period. ¢ obvious tkhat & single crossing
could easily hundle oll of the trafllec in this vicirity. Resicdents
of Xemm .avenue, appecring os witnesses foxr applicant, testified that
walg propoced road would be as satisfactoxry to them and serve the
public egually well ag the establishment of & public crossing at
Xemm Lvenue. The nuaber of these residents in the Zirst nile east
railroad would appear fto entitle them To & westerly outlet
Lroad and under ordinéry circuasiances, if no other
crossing exicted nearby, the Commizsion would be Justified in auth-
orizing & grade crossing at Kanm Avenue. However, it anpenrs nore
sensible iz this case, on account of the proximity of vhe Bethel
avenue Crossirg, %o consiruct vne road proposed by the Southern
Pacific Company oand to clogse the exisiting privatve crossing at Komn
aHvenue. IU Ls to the bemefit of the railroad company 0 keep the

aumber of grade crossings in any given locality down to o mininum

and iz order %o do o ir this vieinilty, it would sceem reasonadle
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vhet the Southern Pacific Company couwld well afford to

An the cost ol the comstruction of this proposed road.
Conglderation of all of the evidence in this proceeding

letds the Comnission to believe this application should be denied

without prejudice.
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Public nearing having beexn held on the above entitled
Spplication and the matier now stonding submitted ond being ready

for decision,

ZD IS XEREBY ORDIRED thot the zbove entitléd application

be and iy is hereby Gexried without prejudice.

The Loregoing opinion and order are herebdy approved ond
ordered f£iled as the opinion and order of ihe Railroad Commission
of vae Stote o2 Californiu.

The efrective date of this order shall be swenty (20)

ays after the date hereof.

Dated ot San Froncisco, Californic, this z day
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Conmiesioners.




