Decision No. 1?118

BEZFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter o2 the Application of

NZVADA, CALIMORNIA AND OREGON
TEISGRAPE AND TELERZONE COMRANY

for Certificate of Public Convenience
ard neocessity to comstruct an extension
to its existing telephone snd telegraph
lines siong %he State Highway between
Chester, Plumas County, and Red Bluff,
Tehame County, Celifornia, via Mineral
and Payne's Creek, Tehams County,
Californic, and to operate zaid ex-
tension for the transaction of both
interatate and intrastate telephone sand
telegraph business in conjunction with
spplicant's system gemerally, end %0
serve the communities slong, sud the
<orritory generally adjscent to, sald
Zighway.

Application No. 12,721.
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Albert A. Rosenshine, for Applicant.

Jemes G. Marshall, for Sacramento Valley Telephone
Company and The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company.

R. L. Swanson, for the R. L. Swanson Telephone
System, Protestunt.

WEITSELL, COMMISSION=R:

Yevada, Californis snd Oregon Telegraph and Telephone
Sompany, spplicant hereiﬁ, i3 & corporstion orgsnized under the
1aws of the State of Nevade conducting a goneral telephons and
tolegraph business in portions of the State of California and
other 3tates. In this pioceeding the applicaﬁt is seeking a
cortificate of public corvenience and necessity authorizing it

to construct ond operate as a part of its system as 8 pudblic

utility & toll telephone and telegrapk line to extend from Chester,




Plumas County, to Red Bluff, Tehema County. Aypplicant intends

%o connect the vroposed line to its existing toll telephone znd
telegreph lines at Choster and to the lires of The Pacific Tele-
phcne and Telegreph Compaay st Red Zluf for the purpycse of s
genersl interchenge of toll telephone eand telezrsnh business
between points on the lines of the latter company and points on
the lines of applicent.

A yublic hesring was held in this matter at Red Bluff
on Junoe 4, 1226.

The sonlication sets forth in effect that the travel
along the route of the State Eighway btheen Red Bluff, Tehama
Comnty, ond Susanville, Lassen County, is steadlily incressing end
that telephone and telegraph facilities slong such route are
highly desirable; that the territory traversed by the above
mentioned highway is not now servod by any telephone or telegraph
public utility except at Payne's Creelk snd that portion lying
betweaen Poyne's Creexz snd Red 2luff; and that the constructing
and operation of the proposed lime would provide telephone and
telegraph service'over a8 direct route hetween points on applicant's
gystem in Lassen and Plumas Counties and points in the Sacramente
Valley at 3 lower charge to users than is now effective for service
by way of & more cirouitous route through Reno, Nevada. Testimony
of witnesces presented by apprlicant at the hearing purported to
substantiate statements as made in its eppllicetion.

Mr. R. L. Swenson, representing the R. L. Swanson Tele-
phone System, protests the granting of s cexrtificate of pudblic
convenience and necessity to applicant, in so far a3 the es-
tablisament of toll telephone stations by applicant at Payme's
Creek and Mineral 1s concerned cn the grounds that the Swanson
System kas, for over twenty years, deen providing telethone

service in Péyne's Creex and vicinity. Mr. Swanson's testimony
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further indicates that, although the lines of hils system extend
&t vresent but a short distance east of Payne's Creek, he is ready

and willing to extend his lines to Mineral to p»rovide facilities

sufficlent to supply service which may be demanded at that point.

Protestant has heretofore filsed with the Railroad Com-
mission its rates for toll service between Red Eluff and Payne's
Creek and Red Bluff and certsin other points not involved in this
proceeding, thus making his stetus that of & public utility,
furnishing a toll service over a portion of the route along which
applicant has requested permission to congstruct and operate 8
toll telephone line. The Swanson System hes not furnished and
does not now furnish service at lMinersl.

Sacramento Valley Telephone Company through counsel
claims that the revenue derived from the portion of its system
located east of Red Bluff ineluding toll line from Red Bluff to
Payne's Creeck and Msntor is not sufficient to Justify its con-
tinnance in business in this terxitory already served by another
telephone utility and that it desires to withdraw service from
this location.

I believe that the record herein c¢learly demonsirates
thet public convenience and necessity require the construction dy
epplicant of & toll telephone and telegraph line from Red Bluff
to Chester For the purpose of transmitting messages between voints
in the Sacramento Valley axnd points on 14s existing system, and
applicant should apvliy for service over this line, rates based
upon those rates now in effect on its system for similar service
undexr similar‘conditions. Authorizing these rates does not,
howaver, mean that I thinx the rates sre reasonable. TFurther, it
does not sppear that public telephone stations should be ovened
at points on this line that sro already provided with cervice by
& public telephone utility. At the present time service is vro-

vided at Peyne's Creex by R. L. Swenson Telephone System. The
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Swanson System, however, has made no effort to provide service at
iineral although the record shows thst it has had smple opportunity
te do so and should not urge & superior right to serve a Ferritory
waieh it has not already entered. Forthat reason I believe appli-
cant should provide a toll telephone station for the use of the
public st Mineral.

I herewith submit the following form of oxrder:

Nevada, Calliforniz snd Oregon Telegraph snd Telephone
Company having requestod the Railroad Commission for an order
granting 1t a certificate of public convenlence and necessity
suthorizing it to construct an extension to 1ts exigting telephone
and telegraph lines slong the Siate Highway between Chester,
Plumes County, and Red Blulf, Tensms County, Californiz, via
iineral and Payne's Creek, Tehems County, California, a2 pudlic
zearing having been held In this procesding, the matter being sud-
aitted and now reedy for decision; |
The Railroad Commission heredy declares that pudlic
couvenience and necessity require the construction and operation
of a toll telephone and telegrsprh line vetween Chester, Plumas
County, and Red Bluff, Tehama County., Californis, and
IT IS HEREBY ORDZRED, that & certificate of public con~
- vonlence and néceseity be apnd it is heredy granted to Nevads,
California and Oregon Telegraph and Telephone Company suthorizing
the construction and operation by it as a public utility of a
toll telervhone and telegraph line between Chester, Plumsas County,
and Red Bluff, Tehama County, for the transmission of Intelligence

to and from Chester and points on its existing lines east of

Cnegter and Red 3luff.
I IS EEREBY PURTEER ORDERED thst Nevada, Californis

snd Oregon Telegraph snd Telephone Company sasll charge and
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collect rates for toll telephone and telegraph sorvice between
Red 3luff sxnd Chester which shall be besed on 118 toll telephone
end telegreph rate structure =t present in wwe on 1ts system and
shell be equal to rates for similaer service under similor copdi-
tions elsewhere on its lines, after showing to this Commission
thet 1t has completed construction necessary to render toll tele-~
phone and telegraph service betwsen Red Bluff and Chester and upon
lssuence of a supplemexntal order by this Commission,

IT IS HEREEY FURTHER ORDERED that Neveda, California
end Oregon Telegrapk and Telephoze Company be snd it is hereby
antaorized to establish and meintain paysical connections for the
interchenge of toll telephone and telegraph business at Red 3lufs,
Teneza Comwnty, with the lines of The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
Compeny under connecting contracts entered into by Nevads, Cali-
fornis and Oregon Telegraph and Telephone Company sud The Pacifio
Telephone and Telegrapk Company to be submitted to the Railroad

Commission for epproval.

IT IS EERERY FURTHER ORDERED that Nevada, California and

Cregon Telegraph and Telephone Company be and it is héreby
suthorized to establish and ylace in operation s toll telephone
and telegraph station at Mineral, Tehams County, California, and
to publish, file ond place in effect rates for service rendered to
and from such statlion as aereinbefore set forth, eIlective a5 of
such date as may be fixed by supplemental order herein.

The sutaority herein contained is granted subject to the
following conditions and not otherwise:

(1) XYothing kerein shall be construed &g authorizing
the establishment of any toll station, telephone exchange, tele-
graph station or the comnmection for public use of any 4elephons
or telegraph instrument to the toll telephone and telegraph line
between Red Bluff end Chester other than the terminal station in

Red 31uff end the station et iinersal.
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(2) The construction work necessary for the purpose

of furnishing toll telephone =nd telegraph service belween Red

Bluff snd Chester by mesns oxX the line considered in this pro-
ceoding shall be commenced on or before August 1, 1926, and shall
be completed on or bvefore February 1, 1927.

Tor all other purposes the effective dete of this
order shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredby sprroved
end orxdered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad Com-
mission of the State of Califoranls. —

Dated at San Francisco, Cslifornia, this_éz_iﬂay of

, L1926.

Commissioners.




