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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COM2LISSIQN OF 2= S

In the Matter of the Application of

M. LASSEN DRANSIT CQOMRANY, & coxpor=-

ation, for permission to reroute & Application No.l2685.
portion of its oporations between

Chico, Celifornia, end Vestwood and

Susanville,Californis.

Harry A. Encell and Jas. A. Miller, by
Zarry 4. Encell, for applicaat,

Allison Ware for li. Bornardo, axd Crico Chamberx
of Commerce, Frotestants.

BY TEE COLZSSION -

gRPINION

ssen Transit Company, & corporation, hes petivioned the
ion for an oxder aunthorizing the rexouting of a

portion of its lines between Chico and Westwood, operation bveing
now conducted over the Humboldt Road from Chico, thence via
forest Ranch, Bexrdsus, West Branch, Lomo, Butte ieadows, Jonegville
end Chester, and it belng proposed Lo opercte from Chico #ia the
state highwey to Red Bluff and thexce via the state highwey from
Red 21luvff %o Westwood and Susanville .

A public hearing on this application was conducted by Zxaminer
Eanaford»at Chico, the matter was duly submitted and is now ready
for decision.

Applicant alleges, in support of its request for the authority
nerein sougkt, that the present route via the Zumboldt Road is
¢closed for & period of practicelly seven months of each year, whereas
the proposed highway is operative for o period of aspproximately

nine months of cach year; that the improved highways over which

rerouting is proposed, although the distance is awproximately foxty

miles grester, will require no greeter time to traverse by reason
of the operation being over improved »¢ads instead of the Yrough,

mouwnteinous and unimproved Eumboldt Rosd via 3utte Meadows and
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Jonesville; that applicant proposes to establish & local service
between Chico and Jonesville serming the communities at Ferest

Ranch, Berdasns, West Branch, Lomo and Butte Meadows; that appli-
cant proposes to charge Tlo szame rates via the proposed rexouting

as are now effective from Chico wvia the Humboldt Road route; and

- by
that/the granting of the epvlication the public will receive a

more comfortable and adequate service which applicant can render
at leczs cost ond without sny interference with the present service
of other authorized carriers.
¥r. Frank E. Craoham, Secretary-lansger of applicant corporation,
teostified regerding the operating conditions between Westwood and
Chico, via the Zumboldt Road; thet on such road east of the summit
betwWeen Jonesville snd Chester there were but one or two ranches
in a2 distance of 22 miles; that the Eumboldt Road routse was open
%0 travel approximately six months of each year; and that if the
rerouting was authorized service could be given on the Red 3luff-
Westwood highway for about nine months of each year. Thig witness
ther tegtified that it was the intention of his company to oper-
ate a daily service vis Red Bluff and over the Red Bluff-Westwood
highway during all the vortions of the year that the road was oven
for travel and that aypproximately one hour longer would be consumed
in making the trip between Chico and Westwood via Red Blaff then
ygia the Humboldt Road. Witrness further stated that the Humboldt
0ad was a steey and ﬁinding mountainous road with high centers and

thet the smeller type of stages seatin5'16 passengers were then

used whoreas larger equipment, seating 18 or 20 rpassengers, could
be used on the proposed Red Bluff route.
It further appears from the testimony of this witness that

thr Zumboldt Road for s distance of 14 miles from Chico ia in good




conditior but that from Jonesville easterly over the swunmit to=-
wards Chester, a distance of 22 miles, the road conditions are
bad and the population negligibvle.  The distance from Chico to'
Chester is 65 miles.

The granting of the application is protested by the Chico
Chamber of Commerce and by . Bernardo, the latter operating a
stage service between Chico and Red Bluff.

Dr. D. B. Copeland, a director of the Chico Chamber of

Commerce, testiflied that he owmed rproperty at Jonesville, and that

the Chico Chember of Commerce objJected to the granting of the

rerouting on the basis that dbusiness properly tridutary to Chico
merchants would be diverted.

e He . Zume, County Road Engineer of Sutte County, testi-
fied %hat the portion of Zumboldt Road in Butte County hed beén
under & program of reconstruction, the work still being in progress.

Mr. Frank Roohr, & supervisor of Butte County, testifioed that
the portion of Tumboldt Road in Butte County was a good road into
the mountains and served as a method of access to the mouwntain
torritory from the most yeopulous section of such county .

Five residents of Chico testified that they had summer homes
at Checter and that they utilized the sexvice of the applicant for
the transportation of sexpress packages and supplies, and at times
for their own transportation. It appears from the testimony of -
these witnesses that Chester has a populstion duwring the swamer
vacation '

/months  of about 500, over half of which number are residents of
Chico and the northerly portion of Butte County.

Three merchants of Chico testified as to the business given
the aprlicant's line betwesn Chico and Chsster in the transportation
of auntomobile supplies and parts, cigars, tobacco, candies and
bakery products. - The greater volume of these shipments move to
points detween Chico and ﬁonesville, although some shipments go
beyond the zummit to the vacation territory in and around Chester.
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Mr. M. Bernardo, operating & stage sexvice betwoen Chice and
ed Bluff, testified that he operated three round trips dally in
the carriage of passengers, baggage and ekpress, and also operated
a freight sorvice; that he is in vosition to furnish all necessery
service vetween Chico and Red 3luff, either as to local service or
for peascengers and express originating at or destined to points
east of Red Bluff in the terxritory now sorved by epplicsnt; and
that in the furnishing of such service he is willing to participate
in through rates and, if necessary, to establish additional schedules.

Two witnesses, residents of Los Molinos, testified regard ing
the satisfactory sexrvice rendered by protestant, Bernsrdo, in his
operstion betvwoen Chico and Red 3luff, and an endorsement signed
by 17 residents of los lolinos commonding the Bernexrdo service wes
filed as an exhibit.

We heve given careful consideration to the evidence presented
in thig proceeding. It appeers thaot the provosal of the ayplicent
contempletes the establishmenz of service by the use of the highway
between Chico and Red Bluff end thence vie the Red Sluff-Westwood

nighway in lieu 0f the presont sessonal service between Chico and

Westwood via the Humboldt Road with comnection with the Red Bluff-

westwood highway at Chester. The proposed rerouting would reswlt

in the service being available for possibly sixty to ninety days
longer déach year than vie the vresent Zumboldt Roed roube. Avplicant
does not propose vo zandle any local bhusiness heltween Chico and Red
Blﬁff, nor %0 charge any additional fare to Chester or points east
thersof. ZIrotestent, Bernsrdo, is in position to furnish sll service
between Chico and Red Bluff which may be offered and in view of the
abgence of any complaint ageinst his service or facilities snd of the
endorsement of his overation here in evidence he should bhe perpitted
the continusnce of ais service snd such additionsl patronage a2 may
accrue to him from passengers desiring %o travel from Chico via

Red 3luff to points on the line of applicant between Chestarand

roints east thereof.




It appears that the grectest neod for the service of the appli-

cant between Chico and Westwood, via the Humboldt Road, is the
seasonsl operation between Chico and Jonesville.  This operation
gerves the summer and vecation basineés at the intermediate yoints
of Porest Ranch, Berdans, West Branch, Lomo snd ButtevMeadows, and
such intermediate communities heve no public transportation service
otrer Shan that furnished by the applicant during the portion of the
yeaxr that the Humboldt Road is open to public travel. The record
shows that the Fumboldt Roed is bveing:kept:increasonsble operstive
condition insofer as such road is located in Butte Comnty. Over

+ze portion of the road between Jonesville and Chester, & distance
of approximately 24 miles practice 1ly all in Plumas County, the road
is not in condition for the economical operatxon of stages and the
countxy is sparsely settled, producing little or no traffic, and it
does no% appear thot thore is any immediate prospect of improvement
in the condition of the Humboldt Rwad in Plumas’County.-

We sre of the oypinion that the service between Chico and
Joresville skould be continued, that e temporary suspension of oper-
ation should be permitted between Jonesville and Chester, and that
tne applicetion for rerouting vie Red Bluff should be denied. The

order Lerein will so provide.

0 R D E R

A public nhearing having been held ixn the above entitled pro-
ceeding, the metter hseving been duly submitted and the Commission
being fully advised,

IT IS ZERERY ORDERED that . Lassen Iransit Company, & ¢Or-
poration,'be and the samevhereby is authorized to discontinue the
seasonsl operstion between Jonesville and Chester until the further
oxder or direction of this Commission, sald operation forming a
portion of the route heretofore operated by applicant beiween

Chico and Westwood vie Eumboldt Road from Chico to Chester.
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IT IS XEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that this applicstion, insofar
as it requmests asuthority for rerouting of sexrvice from Chico %o
points east of Chester viz Red 3luff and the Red Blulif-Vestwood
highway be and the came hereby is denied.

The effective date of this order is hereby fixed as ten (10)

deys from the dete hereof.

o~

/&
Dated at San Francisco,Califoxrmia, this _/.7 day of

[,
i
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