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BEFORE TEE RAILROAJ) COMMISSIOn OF THE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA 

In the MAtter of the Application of ) 
JAMES A. SC~OONOVER for certificate ) 
o~ public conven1ence and necessity ) 
to operate auto truck service between ) 
Oasis, Meeca, Thermal, Coachell~, ) 
Indio and Los Angeles. ) 

Application No. 11254 

James A. Schoonover, 1n propria persona. 
:n.~. Thompson and ~dwa.rd Ster>'l, for the 

American Railway Express Company,Protestant. 
T. J. Arnett, for Southam ~acific Company, 

PrI~te3ts:c.t. 
E. J. Bischof~, for Coachella Valley 

Trsnsportatioll Co •• J?rotestant. 
F. M. Rodge, for Hodge T.ransportation Company 

and Imperial Valley & Los Angeles Express; 
Myron Westover, for Jerry F.Lyon Truck Company, 

Protestant. 

BY TEE COUMISSIO~: 

OPINION 

In this proceeding James A. Schoonover has applIed for 

a certificate of p~blic convenience and necessity, ~thoriz1ng 

the operation of a~ automobile truck service for the trsnspor

tation of farm products and supplies between Oasis, Meoca, 
" 

Thermal, Coaohella and Indio on the one hand, and Los Angeles 

o~ the other hsnd.. The proposed rates appear 1::1 the schedule 

accompanying the application. No definite time sohedule has 

been proposed, applicant stating that eqUipment wi~l be ~

ished whenever required. App11cant proposes to commence, op

eration With one 2i-ton truc:k, increasing the eqUipment a.s 

business require. 
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'TAe matter was first set for he~ing at El Centro 

on October 0, 1925'" but the applicant did not appear. a.pparent

ly due to ina.dvertenoe, as :VIas explained later. Subsequently, 

a. publio hearing was held before Examiner Austin Oll ~Jovember 

11, i925, at Los Angeles, wnen evidence ~ offered, the matter 

submitted, and it is now ready for decision. 

Applicant intends to serve the towns of Oasis, Meco~. 

Thermal, Coachella. and IndiO and the territory wi thin a r~ius 

of five or siX miles of each of these towns. The service 18 

designee!. primarily for the;~tra.nsporta.tion of vegeta.bles. fruit . , 

and grapes from the Coachella. Valley to the' markets of Los 
,-", \ . 

Angeles, Shipments being 'picked. up and loaded at the farms and 
" 

transported directly to the Los-Angeles market3~ It is expe~~-. ' 

ed that tbere Will be a back-haul of fertilizer ~ truck-load 
.,' 

'"\ 

q-:.onti ties, but 'this will probably be qa.1te light. Th& heav1\'st 
" .:~" 

movement of farm. ,products oceure. during the' monthS of May, June 

and July; during the rest of the yeru: the movement is insignifi

cant. By stipulation, entered into at the hearing between the 
• 

applicant ~d protestant. Rodge Transportation Comp$n1, it was 

agreed that the applic~t would not receive any shipments at the 

town of Oasis itself, deliveries being ,eonfined to sbipments 

tendered at the farms in the surrounding territory. 

Applicant testified tha.t he now owns one 2i-ton 

truck and if the applicstion is granted he will purchase five 

two-ton trucks to be used 1n this service. He apl,ears to be 

finanoially a~le to conduct the proposed service. He commenc

ed operations in May, 1925, in the be11e~ that he wss entitled 

to do so without a certificate from this Commission, but. ceased 

during J'tllle or J'CJ.r of tho.t yes:r, when notified to do so. E:e 

called three Witnesses, all of whom are engaged in the produoe 



business in Los Angeles. Who testifie~ in substance that the 

trucking service proposed by applicant would in every way meet 

their needs and woUld be a gre~t convenienoe in their business. 
, ' 

They stated that t~e produce handled by applic~t would arrive 

at their markets at a more convenient hour than 'Cllder 8JlY other 
, ' 

method of transportation, that the direot delivery would be of 

;reat convenience, and that the Shipments would be in better 
, , 

condition than if unloaded and transferred en route. The rates 

a.ppear to be sstis:factorr to the shi:p:pers. A.p~licant proposed. 
to serve no twrri tory west o'f Ind.iO ond. 'between tbat' pOUlt 8J::ld 

Loa Angeles he Will operate over the beat available route. either 

by way of Riverside ,and Redlands or over the Jackrabbit trail 

via. Moreno. 

The g:r~ting of this application was protested by 
, , ' 

American Railway Express Company. BOdge Transportation Compa:oy 

and the Coachella Valley Transportation Company. lihen tbe case 

was called' at El Centro an appearance was entered by tbe Jerry 

~. Lyon Truck Company. but tAis protestant did not appeara.t the 

Loa Angeles hearine~ The Southern PacifiC Company also a~p~~-
" " ' 

ed. a.t the El Centro hear1ng p but later Withdrew its protest. 
, ' 

The protestOllt, American Railway Express Com'.!'a.:ny. introd.uced 
~. .' ,." , 

evidence describing its operatiOns in connection with the South-

ern PacifiC rail lines from the Coachella Valley to Loa Angeles. 

In order to sui't the' need.s Of the Los Angeles ma:rkets.~ this 1'ro

te3t~t arranged for transporting produoe in a 3peciall~ vent1-
.' . . . 

lated oar whioh was handled on S~uthern ?ccific train No. lOlp 
, . 

the Sunset Limited, serving Coachella. Valley points and. arriv~ 

ins a.t Los Angeles at 7:50 p.m. At the option of the consigoees, 
'. ' 

such shipments are delivered immediatel~ or are held over n1~ 
, , 

and. delivered t4e following morning. This protestant also 

mainta1DS a service between LOs Angeles and Coachella Valley 
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points.. hotestant, Coaohella Valley ~ansporta.t1cm. C:Ompsny, oalle«. 

witnesses Who- expla.1lled its servioe- in 4:eta11. It 18 now opera.ti:Dg 

a. truok tine between Los bgelea and Wh11;ewa.ter. Pa.lm Sllr·1ngs. Ind1o-'~ 

aoaohe 11&.. ~erma.l and Mecaa.. :pursus:o:t to author1 tY' prev1oua~ grant-

ed b~ th!.a Commission. CDee1s1on !to.. 8905 :tn A:Pp'l.1cat1on Xo.: 6428; 

Dec1sionXo. 118&7 ~~pl1oa.t1onXo. S60T. sn~ D~o1s~onXo. tl9fl 

m J:pp-11os.t.ion Ro. 892S:.i.) I.t ma.1nta1ns. a cta1ly' servioe,. operatiXlg 

tll.re+ truoks eaoh wq hanClllDg farm produots t<> Los Angeles s:ad gen

eral merchandise in the opposite direction.. . XO'llever. 1 t do,es llO~ 

perform a direct piok-up' service at the :te.:.'"%!l.s.. Ita equ1pment1a now 

handle a.dd1 tional shipments. if' tendered •. 

~e evidence- shows that the towns: along appl1oa.nt.'8 pro

posed. route are now adequately servee( by- protes:tantE~. American Ra11-

1187 EXpress: CompaDY ~ C'?s.ohel.la Valley ~porta,t1on Co.,;. and. .Rodge

~anaportat1on Co .. ; co.naequ.ently' .. the granting of the cert1fic&te 

sought. herem wil.l restl.l t 1n a d.up.11cat.1.on of transportation :fao1.l1-

ties for which there- is no.· public need. It is true tha.t none o:r 

protestants 'aX14:ertake to. piok. 'ttl> and. del:1:~er 8'h1pmenta direetl,.. 

froXlt the f:'arms. as s.pp-l1cs.nt pl'Opo'ses to. do.,. within a. ra.d1us o:t five 

or siX mi.le's f'rcm each of these- tcwns. But. app110ant :baa· shown no 

regular rou.t.ea nor fixed. tendll.1. over or bet.wef)D wh,j,ch he p:ro.poaea. 

to operate Within these- ra.dia.l areas. and 1%1: th& a.baenG" of such. a. . 

showing no c~1f1ca:t·e ce.n be granted. fo·r th1.S service. 

~ ~ ~ Moore; Decision l'io. U:;'8:lS":;' 2't R.R.C. 388. 

!I!her«t:ore .. the a.pplication w.tlt be denied-



~pon tnll oonsideration of the evidence, we are.of the . 
opinion, and. hereby tind as a fact, tha.t :public con'Ve,n1encE) and . 

necessity do not require the oper~tion by James A. Schoonover 

of an ~utomotive truck servioe for the transport~tion of farm 

products ~d farm eupplies between Oasis, Mecca, Therma;" 

Coachella and Indio, on tne one hand. and Loe Angeles, ~n the 
, 

o.ther hand.. 
. . 

. An oreler Will be entered accordingly. 

ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above entitled . , 

application, the matter haVing been duly submitted, the Commis-

Sion being now fal~ advised. and basing its order on the f1nd

ings of fact appearing in the opinion wbich precedes this order,--

:J.'.=..c: RAILEOAD COw.aSSION OF TEE STATE OF CALI::'O?NIA r-ry:P.EBY 
,. . .. 

!lEC!.A...~S THAT PUBLIC CONVENIENCE .b.l\1!) NECESSITY DOl NOT REQUIRE 

, ~he 'o~era.t10n by JAlJri;S .1. SCROOliOV!R 0:1: an automotive truck 
, 

service for the transportation of farm products and fsrm Supplies 

. b'etween Oasis, ~ecca., Thermal, Coachella and Indio, on the one 

'hand., s.:O.d Los Angele s,. on the. 0 tner hand.. 

!T IS' :s:EREBY O?..DE..W thS.t. the application of s·a.1d 

James A. Schoonover for a certific~te ot public convenience 

and necessity be, and tAe same is hereby denied. 

Dated at Sen FrS.:ocisco, CalifOrnia., this 17:£ day of 

August t 1926. 
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