Decigion No.

BERORE TEE :uAIIFOAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CA.I‘I"ORNIA
In the liatter of the Application of
JAMES A. SCEOONOVZER for certificate
of pubdlic convenience and necessity Application No. 11254
to operate auto truck service between

Oasis, XMeeca, Thermsal, Coachells,
Indio and Los Angeles.

Jamesa A. Schoopover, in propria personsa.

M. Thompson and Edward Stern, for the '
American Rellway Express Company,Protestant.

T. J. Arpnett, for Southorn Pacific Company.,
Protestent.

E. J. Bischo®f, for Coachella Valley
Transportation Co., Protestant.

F. M. Hodge, for Eodge Transportation Company
and Imperial Valley & Los Angeles Express;

Myron Westovexr, for Jerry F. Lyon Truck Company,
Protestant.

BY THE COMMISSION:

02 INTON

In this proceeding James A. Schoonover has applied for

a certificate of public convenlence and necessity, suthorizing
the opersation of an automobile truck sérvice for the transpor-
tation of farm products and supplies between Oaéia. Mecca,
Thermal, Coaschella and Indio on the one hand, and Los Angeles
or the other hand. The proposed rates appeer inm the schedule
acconpanying the application. No definite time scheduie has
been proposed, applicant stating that equipment will be furn-
ished whenever required. Applicent proposes to commence . Op-
eration with one 23-ton truck, increaéing the equipment as

business reﬁuirua.




The matter was first set for hearing at El Centro
on October &, 1925, but the applicant did not appesr, spperent-
ly due %0 insdvertence, as was explsined later. Subseguently,
& public hearing was held before Examiner Austin or November
17, 1925, at Los’Angeles. waen evidence was offered, the matter
suomitted, and it is now recady for decision.

Applicant intends to serve the townc of Oasis, Mecca,
Thermal, COachella end Indio and the territory within & radius
of five or six miles of each of these towns. The service 1s
designed primarily for the:.transportation of vegetables, fruit
and grapes irom the Coachella Valley to the markets of Lca
Angeles, shinments being plcked up and loaded at the farma and
transported directly tc‘the Los -Angeles markcts. It 1g expect-
ed that there Will be & back-heul of fertilizer in truck-loa& |
qaantities, but this W1l probsbly be quite light. The heaviv ot
movenent of farm products oceuxrs during the montks of May, June )
and July; during tne rest of the year the movement is insignifi-
cant. By stipulation, entered into at the hearing between the

applicent end protestant, Hodge Transportation Company, it was

agreed that the applicant wowld not receive eny shipments at the
town of Oacis itself, deliveries beingvconfined to saipments
tondered at the farms in the surrounding territory. -
Applicant testified that he now owns one 2§—ton
truck and 1t the anplicatzon i3 granted he will purchase fire
two=-ton trucka to be used in this service. He appears to be
financially cble to conduct the proposed service. Ee cormmenc-
ed Operations 4p May, 1925, in tho beolief that he was uutitled
to do so without & certificate from this Commission, but ceased
during June or July of that year, whenm notified to do so. e

called three witnesses, all of whom are engaged in the produce




business in Los Angeles, who testified in substance that the
trucking service pfoposed by applicant womld in evéry way meet
their needs end wouwld be & grest conveniemce in their business.
They stated that the prbduce‘handled by applicahx would érrive
at tueir markets st a more convenient hour thex under any other
method of tramsportation, that the direct delivery would be of
gfeat convenlence, and that the shipments would be in better

condition then 1f unloaded end tramsferred en route. The rates

appear %o Be satisfactory to the shippers. Applicant proposedu
0 serve nmo terrifory west of Indio and between that point and

Loe Angeles he will operate over the best availsble route, either

by way of Rivercide and Redlands or over the Jackrabbit trail

via MNorexno.

The granting of this spplication was protested dy
Amexicen Reilway Bxpresc Company, Hodge Trensportation Company
and the Coachells Valley Tremsportation Company. Waen the case
was called at El Centro sn sppearence was entered by the Jerry
?. Lyon Truck Conmpany, but this'protestant did not appear'at the‘
Tos Angeles hearing. The Southern Pacific Compsny slso éppgaé—
ed at the E1 Centro hesring, but later withirew its protest.
The protestent, Americen Reilwsy Express Company, inmtrodumced
ovidence describing its operations in connection With the South-
ern Pacific rail lines from the Coachellsa Valley to Los Angeles.
In order 0 suit the meeds of the Los Amgeles markets, this pro-
testant arxranged for transporting produce in axspecially‘venti-
lated cer which Was hendled on Southern Pecific train No. 101,
the Sunset Zimited, serving Coachells Valley points and ér:if;l
1ng at Los Angeles at 7:50 p.m. At the option of the consigre o3,
suck shipments sre delivered immediately or sre held over night
and de;ivéred tze following morning. This protestant also
maintains & service between Ios Angeles and Coachella Valléy"
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points. Protestsnt, Coachella Valley Transportation Company, called
witnesses who explained its service in getail. It is now operating
& truck line between Los Angelez and Whitewster, Palm Springs, Imdio,

Coachella, Thermal a.né. Mecce, pursuant to authority previously grant-

ed by this Commission. (Decision No. 8965 in ipplication Xo. 64283
Decision No. 11867 In A:ppiica.tion Koo 3601. and Decision No. 1I97L
in Application No. 8928<)} It maintains a daily sexvice, operating
three trucks eack way haﬁd.ling farm products to Los Angeles and gen~
eral merchandise in the opposite dlrection. .Eoievor, it does not
perform a direct pick-up service at the ferms. Its equipment 1s now
ronning pextly loaded Lfrom the Coackella Valley and it i= able to
handle additional shipments, 1f tendered.

The evidence shows that the towna along applicasnt’s pro-
posed route are nowva&equately gervael by pro*cea'cap.té, American Reil-
way Express Company, Coachella Taney Transportation Co., and Hodge
Transportation Co.; consequently, the grenting of the cexrtificsate
sought herein will result Iin & duplication of transportation faolli~
tles for which there is no public need. It is true that zone off
protestants wndertake to pick wp sud deliver shipments directly
frém the :Eamé, as applicant proz:;o«ses to do, within & radius of five
or six miles from each of these towns. But applicant has shown no

regular routes nor fixed texrmini ovexr or between which he proposes
to operate within these radial areas, snd im the absence of suck & .
showing no cert;.ficate csxn be granted for this service. _

In re Ben Moore, Decision No. 15818, 27 R.R.C. 388

Therefore, the application will be denied.




Upon full consideration of the evidence. we are oL the
opinion. and hereby find as & fact, that public convenienco and
necess ity do not reguire the Operation by Jenes A. Schoonover
of en cutomotive truck service for the transportatidn of fa&m
products end farm suppliés botween Oasis, Lecca. Thermél..
Cozchella end Indis, on the one hand, and Los Angeles, on tke
otner hend.

"An order will be entered accordingly.
QRDER

A rublic heéring having been hel& in the gbove entifléd
application, the metter baving been duly submitted, the Cormise
sion being now fully advioed, and basing its order on the fina»
ings of fact appearing in tkhe opinion which precedes this o.der.-—

TZ2 RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALx“O?NIA hﬂREBY
DECLARES TEAT PUBLIC CONVENTENCE AND NECESSITY DO NoT RgQUI?E ‘
" the operation by JAMES A. SCHOONOVER of an automotive truck .
bervice for the transportation of farm products and farm supplies |
‘between Oasis, llecca, Thermal, Coacnella and Indio, on the one
hend, and Los Angeles, on the otner hend. o

' IT IS EERTSY ORDERED that the spplication of said

James A. Schoonover for o certifxcate of pudlie convenience

- and necessity ve, and tne same is hereby denied.

Dated st Sen Frameisco, Celifornis, this / 77{&@ of

August, 1926.

.88ioners.,




