BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

F.J.Couvlter,Joint Agent,on Behalf of
Califomia Transit Company,

Motor Transit Company,

Plckwick Stages Systen,

Boyd & Mattly Stage Company,

Kern County Transportation Corporation,
W.RMiles Stage Lines,

Tnited Steges,Inc. -

Complainants,

CASE NO. 221.2.

V3.

Yosemite Transit,

Yosemite Valley Railroad Compaxny,
Yosemite Traoxsportation System, and
Madera-Yosenite Big Tree Auto Company,
also kuown as Yosemite Stage and Turnpike
Conpany, also Imowfn as Horsechoe Route,

Defendants.

Earl Bagby and Warren Libdby, for Complainants,

F.W.Mlelke, for Southern Racific Company ard
Yosemite Talley Rallroad Compaxy,

P.F.Harding, for Yosemite Valley Railroad Compaxy,

Brobeck, Phleger & Farmison, by F.S.Richards, for
Yosemite Transportation System and
Yosenite Park & Curry Company,

Platt Kent and H.W.Beck, for Atchlson,Topeka & Santa
Fe Railway Compa.ny Intemners.

BY THE COMMISSION:
QPINICONX

By complaint filed February 10,1926, it is alleged
reguests were made of each of defenda.nts to Join with complainants
and establish throughk routes and joint passenger fares between
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points in California reached by compleinents and points in the
Yosemite Talley over the respective.lines of complainants and
defendants, and that each of @aid defendants has refused and does
now refuse to consider the establishment of such joint fares. An
order i3 sought of this Commission requiring, in the interest of
pablic convenience and necessity, the establishment of the through‘
routes and joint passenger fares between the parties complainants
and defendants.

~ Public hearings were held before i‘.mmineﬁr Geary at
San Frencisco May 27 and at Tos Angeles Juse 18 and 19,1926,and
tae ée.se duly submitted to be driefed. 'The last bdbrief having been
received August 5,1926 the proceeding is ﬁow ready for our opinion
and order. | “

The Yosemite Transit, one ol the defendants, was
purchagsed by'the Ca.li:fornia.fransﬂ.‘t Company subscqueant to the
filing of thalis complaint and‘ma.y now be considered as a party
complainant instead of & defendant. The record also shows that
the Yosemite Transportation System and.'Madera-Yosemite Big Tree
kato Company, 'li,lcewise Xnown as Yosemite Stage and Turnpike
Company axnd as the Horseshoe Route, was, éu'bsequent'to the Liling
of this complaint, purchased by the Yosemite Park & Curry Company,
8 corpora’cionl, nereinafter collectively referred to as the
Yosemite Park & Curry Company (Decisions 15986 and 16256). These
changes leave only the Yosemite Valley Railroad Company Q.n«l.fho
Yosemite Park & Curry Company as parties defendant. The Yosemite
Park & Curry Company, while entering an appearance through 1ts
Attorney, intrcduced no w:itnesses and, other than slight cross

examination, was a meutral party to the proceeding. The real

and only cCefendant is the Yosemite Valley Railroad Compeny.
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The Atchison,Topeke & Santa Fe Railway Company and
the Southern Pacific Company intervened inm behal? of defendants,
contending that neither public necessity nor corvenience existed
axd that their revenues would be seriously interfered with if the
Joint fares between the auto stages were placed in effect.

Attorneys for defendant, Yosemite Valley Railroad
Company, and. for 1n§ervaner,$outhern Pacific Company, question
this Commission's authority to order the establishment of through
routes and Jornt passenger fares as between auto stage lines.
They do net contend, however, that there is no gsuthority for
éudh an oxrdex wher the Joint fares are between common carrier
rall lines and auto stages, the aqthority being contained in
Section 33 of the Public Ttilities Act. This contention has
been discussed in g number of proceédinga (Western Motor mransjort
Company,20 C.R.C.1038;Motor Transit Company,24 C.R.C.93) and we
have concluded there is ample suthority wnder the different
sections of the Auto Stage and Truck Transportation Act for
Jolnt fares and rates Dbetween auto stage common carriers. How-
ever, in the instent proceeding the defendant stage line,
Yosemite Park & Curry Company, does not protest the Joint fares,
therefore there is no contest as between the carriers agtually
involved.

Complainants are engaged in the dusiness of transport-
ing passengers for compensation over the highways of the State
of Califoxrnia and now hav; Joint passenger fares between EL Centro,
Riverside, Colton, Los Angeles and other points in Southern Calif-
ornia on the ope hand and Fresno, Merced, Stockton, San Francisco
and the intermediate points on the other, as published in Joint

- .

Passenger Tariff C.R.C.No.8, issued by F.J.Cowlter, Agent,ferfect-
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ive Jamary 24,1926. ‘

| The Californis Translit Compeny operates between Los
Angeles a.nci‘Sa.n Francisco-Sacramento vie San Joaquin Va.lleir
through Fresmo, Merced and Stockton. Pickwick Stages System
o:éerates between Yums, Arizona, EL Centro on the one hand via
Los Angeles, and the Coast Route to San Frameisco and points
:'Ln Torthern Celifornia on the other, and *also & line bvetween
¢ilroy and Los Banos, commeeting with the California Tremsit
Conmpany at Los Angeles, Los Banos and Sen Francelisco. | 'm:e'
¥.R.Hles Stage Lines operate between Fresno and Euntington Lake,
comnecting with the Celifornis Transit Company at the fomer‘ point;
Boyd & Mattly Stage Company opei-a'bes between Taft and Bakersfield,
commecting with the California Transit Company at the latter
point; Xern Couwnty Transporta.tibn Corporation operates detween
Ta.ﬁ exd Bal'.ersfield., conrecting with the California Transit
Compan:r a.f the latter point; the liotor Transit Companj' operates
between practically all points in Tos Angeles County and con-
nects with the California Transit Company at Los Angeles; United
Stages,Inc. operate between Calexico, El Contro and Los Ané;_eles,
cormecting with Californife Transit Company at Los Angsles.

Defendant,Yosemite Tolley Railroad Company, operates

a stendard gauge railroad between Merced and EL Portal, a dis-
tence of 7S miles and at EL Portal 1t connects with the stages
of the Yosemite Park & Curry Company for points within the Valley.
Defendant, Yosemite Park & Coxry Company, transports passengers
via sutomobile between Fresno-Merced-Caxrl Imm, EL Portal i:and. the
Talley. The evidence submitted shows thai; the California
Transit Coxﬁpam', the automoblle line ma.]d.ng«nd.irect connedt:!.ons at
the above named junction points, maintains daily service in both

directions, between Los Angeles aund San Pra.ncisco-Sa.craménto




tbrough Fresno, Merced and Stockion. It also operates a service
between San Francisco and Cé;-l Trm via Stockton, and publishes
Joint fares w:ith all of the othér compleinsntis.

The three principal routes into the Yosemite Valley are

the northera via Cexl Ion, the central through Merced, and the
southern via IFresno a.n{i Mariposa Big Trees. At Carl Inm and at
Fresno the coﬁnecti_.on 15 via the Yosemite Park & Curry'Compan.y
oxly, while at Merced comnection is made vis both the Yosemite
Talley Railroad and the Yosemite Perk & Curry Company.

Witnesses for complainants testified they bad received
numerous demands from the traveling public for through routes and
Joint passenger fares via moter cars, a desire being expressed by
the travelers for the opportunity to make a oircuitous journey;
that is, go into the Valley over oune route and return over an-
other. Titnesses ﬁrthsr testified that travelers meking these
requests were disappointed when informed they could not purchase
tickets for the entire round trip and many refused tol nake the
Journey when advised of the necessity of purchasing separate
tickets at junction péints; also that a g:reat many ypeopie taking

vacations and using sutomodile stages desired to knoy at the
| commencement the transportation cost for the round trip.

The Yosemite Valley Rallroad presented a namber of
exhibits aieé.ling with the volmme of traffic handled, the | oper-
gting time tables and the advertising matter distributed by
vtb,a.t company. The interveners, Atchison,lopeka & Bants Fe
Rallway Company and Southerr Pacific Company presented 32
exhidits, consisting principelly of tariffs, descriptive fold-
ers éna- train schedules. The testimony of these intexveners
indicated positively that lérge sams ofmoney are expended




arnually irn advertising the wonders of the Yosemite Talley and
the kinds of rail service. In the year 1925 approximately

375,000 coples of folders ancl'posters, printed in various colors

and sizes, were distriduted throughout the United States and
foreign courtries and this intensive adveriicing program resulted
in an increased volume of pessenger traffic into the Valley,

especially in connectiior with tourist travel frox distant rall-

roal points,

e evidence shows that for a great nany years the

Yozoemite Vailey Railroad Compony has maintained Jjoint passenger
feres and direct rail coxmections with the A‘cchxson Topeka &
Scnta Fe Rallway Company a.nd. the Southern I’acii‘ic Compaa:zy at
Mercod., whickh arrangement appeors to be setisfactory to the
traveling publie. Tre record 15 devoid of proof that any demand
or any public convenience 2und necessity exists for the esta.blish-'-‘
nent of 'tb.rough fares between the aute stage lines and d.efenda.nt,
Yosemite Talley Rallroad Company.

We conclude and find that complainents have not
presented any Justification for an order requiring the sale
of Joint passenger fares between the Stage Lines and the Yos-
emite Valley Railroad, and therefore that p%:.r‘c of the applic-
ation seeking authority for the estavlishment of through routes
end Joint fares between the complaining auto stages and the
Yogemite Valley Railroad Company, through Merced, i3 dexnlied.
T+ would seem to the Commission, however, that if furthex
.-":tudy by the interested parties makes evident the fact that
the public decires to enter the Talley by reil end return via
auto stage, or vice versa, consideratior should be gliven by

them to voluntorily establishing such Joint transportation.




Compiainants propogsed Joint fares are lower than
tne combimation of the local fares over the same route and
there was submitted an exhibdit for purposes of comparison,show-
ing the volume of the one way and round trip fares between im- |
portant poimts. This record is not sufficiently comprehensive
for us to discuss the reasongbleness of the Joint farex aund -
conplainants wil'l be expected to publish reasomble‘ fa:ges not in
excess of the combination of locals. Should they fall to
- perfect an adjustment the q_uestion' of the volume of the fares
and the division of the earnings may be referred to this Com-
mission for its further comsiderxation.

After careful consideration of all the testimony,
oxnibits and briefs we £ind as a fact that the present arrange-
ment requiring passengers traveling by automobile stages into the
Yosemite Talley to purchase separate tickets at the :junctidn
points has not afforded and does not afford adequate and sativs- ’
factory passenger service between Yosemite Valley and the points
in Californiae served by the amtomobile stages parties to this
proceeding.

We further find that through routes and Joint passen-
ger fares showld be established between the points set forth in .
‘the application, on the lines of the California Transit Company,
Motor Transit Company, Pickwick Stages System, Boyd & Mattly
Stage Company, Kern County Transportation Comoi-gtioﬁ,l W.R.Mlles
Stage Line and United Stages,Inc., and tae poinmts within the
Yosenite Valley and points intermediate thereto in commection

with the Yosemite Park & Curry Company.
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'I!his ca.se belng ot issue upon compla.in‘t: a.nd‘. e.nswer ‘
on file, heving been tuly heard and submitted by the inter-
ested pa.rties, full, inve.;‘tiga’cion of tb.e ma.ttc*rs and. things -
':I.nvolved. havin‘_, been ha.d. and. ba,sing this order on the :E'ind.-
':Lngs of fact and the conclusions conteined in the opin.ion
‘which o;pinion is hereby referred to a.nd ma.de a part hereo:r

ICE IS HEEREBY ORDERED 'that 'through rou‘tes and. Joint
pa.ssenger fa.res be establiohed 'be‘lm'een po:i.ntc loca.ted on the

stage lines of the California. Tra.nsit COmpa.w, Motor Transit
Coxn:pa:oy, ‘mckw:.ck Stages System Boyd. & Ma.ttly Stage Compaw,

Kem Co'anty Tmnsporte.tion Corporation, W R.M:Lles Sta.ge I.:t.nes .

and Uzlted Stages Irnc. on the one ha.nd. a.nd. ox the other the
Yosemite Parlc & Curry Compaxy, to a.nd. from points 1n th.e
'Yosem.ite Valley a.nd points intermeaiate thereto as set forth
in the e::b.ibits or in b.armory with the exhibits attached. to
the applica.tion and made a pa.rt thereof.

I? IS E.'EREBY FORTEER OR'DERED 'tba.t 't.’h.e complai:o.em.ts ‘
a.nd d.ei’en&.ants end.ea.vor to a.gree upon the proper Joint pass- |
enger rares and :tile with tais Commission within 'th:!.rty (30)
days from the date of thls order & tariff setting forth the




fares between the points involved, and that the parties
hereto also seek to agree upon a proper division of the
joint fares, bdut in the evert such an agreement caunot
be reached this Commission will proceed to estiablish Jolnt
fares upon application of the parties and arrange for a
division of the earnings, as provided by law.

I IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that all of the otber
matters involved inm the complaint in this proceeding be
and the sanme are hereby dismissed.

Dated at Sax Frarneisco, California, this

7—4'—"!’ 38y 0 [lps oot 1926,
J




