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BEFORE TEE P~ILROAD COM!JlSSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOR1~A 

~ the Mstter of the A~plicstion of ) 
E. :s:. W.ARD, doing business as Ward T s ) 
Auto Stage, for a certificate of pub- ) 
lie eonvenience and necessity to ) 
operate ~pasaenger automobile atage ) 
line between Antioch and Bridgehead, ) 
C~ifornia, and intermediate'points ) 
in conjuncti.on With and as an exten- ) 
sion of the passenger service now being ) 
rendered by applicant from Pittsburg to ) 
Antioch. ) 

Gwyn 11. Bclter, for A~plicant. 

Application No. 10970. 

A.. B. Tinning, for County of Costra Costa, 
Protestant. 

S~'born & Roehl and DeLancey ,C. Smith" by 
A4 B. Roeh1~ for Bever~ Gibson" Protestant. 

BY TEE CO~SSION: 

OPlIrION 

In this proceeding, E. E. i'l{ard, doing 'business under 

the name of Ward's Auto Stage, seeks a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity authorizing the establishment of on 

automobil& passenger stage line between Antioch, Bridgehead 

and intermediate pOints, in conjunction with and as an exten

sion of his present stage aervice between Pittsburg snd Antioch. 

·Accompanying the applica.tion $.l"e the proposed time schedules 

and tariff of f~es. For this service, applicant vlill '!lSe the 

eq:u.ipment now in use between Pi ttsb'tU"g and Antioch. 

Public hearings were hold before Ex~~ner Austin at 

~tioeh and San FranciSCO, when evidence was o~fered, tAe matter 

was submitted, and it is now ready for decision.. 

Applicant Wsrd. testified tha.t he how conduets 0. stage 

service between Antioch and Pittaburg~ operating ten round-trips 

daily, w~ich serves the industrial district. ~e proposeS ,to ex-

1. 
236 



tend this service from AntiocA to Briagehead, a distance of 

about five miles, in order to connect with the ferry operated 

between Bridgehead. and Sherm:m. Isla.nd ~ where the Victory !I1gh

wsy bridge was· under construction, the same hsv1ng been complet

ed since the hearing. Ee testified that a number of men employed 

o~ the bridge would use the service, and that he also expected to 

connect with the line of Beverly Gibson, ter.minat1ng at CurtiS 

Landing, thereby serving Sherman Island and points north along 

the Sacramento River. Upon completion of the bridge applicant 

expeots to operate across the bridge so as to avoid inconvenience 

to passengers transferring from one line·to the other. 

The proposed. schedules will connect at Antioch nth three 

of a~plic~tT3 Pittsburg stages, thereby affording a direct serv

ice to Pittsburg. By connecting with the Gibson line, applicant . 
proposes to serve the iarming district on Sherman Islsnd and along 

the Sac=~ento River, including Isleton. Rio Vista and pOints north 

as far as Freeport and Sacr~ento. Applicant's ShOW1ng was sub

mitted on his own testimony, no additional witnesses having been 

oalled. 

The granting of this applioat1o~ was protested by Beverly 

Gibson and the County of Contra Coeta. Beverly Gibson offered 

no testimony. but on cehalf of protestant, County of Contra Costa~ 

two of its supervisors testified, stress1ng partioul~ly the de-
'~ 

Sire o£ the board to avoid duplic~tion of stage £aoilities over 

the county's highways. One of the county's witnesses admitted 

that it G1bson·s ~roposed oxtens1on to Ant1ooh~ P1tteburg and 

Bay Point we~e authorized (Applioatio~ No. l0879}, no necessity 

woUld exist for the extension of Wara's line as proposed in th1s 

app~1o~tion. He further statod that ~f Contra Costa Transit 

Company, in which ·tiarcl is in·terGstect as a eo-partner, were a.uth-. 

or1zed to establish a stage service between Brentwood and Martinez 
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via. Ant1ooh, Pittsburg end :S~y Point (Application No. 10958). 

thore would "00 no duplication ot service. 

~he proposed line par~llels in part the route intended 

to 'be covered by Beverly Gibson under Application !ro. 10679. 

soeking an extension o~ his present stage line from Curtis' 

Land.ing to Antioch. Pi tts'burg ond. Bay ~o.int.. This application 

Ms beon grs.nted 'by this COmr:lias1on und.er Decision lIo .172.80 , 

conse~uently, tnere appe~s to be no need for the service pro-

posed. ~Ae Gibson line will afford direct service from Sherman 

Isl~d and pOints north to the towns mentionea, while that pro-

poso~ by applicant involves a transfer at Bridgehead.. Since 

passengers will now be afforded the convenience o~ s through 

service, tAere appears to 'be no need. for an additional stage 

lino Which would. serve the s~e points but with the add.ed in-

convenience o~ a transfer. under the circumstances, the ap-

plication will be denied. 

Upon ~ consideration of the evidence, we are of the 

opinion, and. hereby tind. ~ a fact, tha.t public conv6::l.ience and 

nec$Ss1t~ do not require the operation'by E. E~ ~urd. dOing 

bUSiness as Ward's' Auto stage, of an autoQobile stage line for 

t~e transportation -of - p~sengers between Antioch and Er1dge-

hee.d.~ and intermediate pOints. in conjunction With end o.s an 

extension of said ..,. ..... 
.L!<. .c.. VlD.!'d'c existing service between ?itts-

burg and Antioch. 

An ord0r will be entered accordingly_ 

ORDER 

Public he~rings having been held 1n the,sbove-entitled 

application. the matter hs.ving been duly aubmi tted, the Oommis

sion being now fully advised, and baSing its order on the find1ng 

of fact which appeare in the opinion preceding this oraer t --
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TE:E P.AILROAD COmr.rSSION OF' THE STA...IT'E OF CAI.IFO:mrI..l 

~Y :DECL:A...':\ES TRA.T PUBLIC cO~'"V.:::~nNCE AND 1TECESSITY DO NOT 

EE~UIRE the operstion by E. H. WARD, doing business as Ward's 

Auto Stage) of a~ automobile stage l~e for the traDSportat1on 

of passengers between !ntioe~ ~d Bridgehead, and intermediate 

points, in conjunction \V1th and as an extension of said E. E. 

~srdts existing service between Pittsburg ana Ant10CA. 

IT IS E:EP.EBY ORDERZp that tb,is application be, and the 

s~e is hereby denied. 

-tJ 
Dated at ~ Francisco, C~1£orn1a, this !ZZ-day of 

~4!k: . 1926. 
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