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Decision No. .::{ I,,,, D <.. 

3EF0?3 TE:E RAILROAD COm.crSSION 0]' TKE STATE OF CALIFOP.NIA 

In the Matter of' the Application o~ 
.A.. E. V.rESTON' and W. R. CURS ON 

for a certificate of publio conveni
enoe an.d necessi t:v to extend. and. op
erate passenger and express service 
by auto stage between Knights Land~ 
and Marysville in con3unotion With a 
regular stage service between !nights 
Land~ and Woodkand under snthor1ty 
o~ Dee1s1onNo. ~2l90. , 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application no. 11'116. 
) 

1 
) 
) 
~ 

c. C. Me !)onald m:ld. Ray Manwell, for App11oanta. 
C. R. !>etrick. :for Sacramento :No:r'thern~ai1roa.d. 
~. w. Sobbs~ for South~ Pae1f10 Comp~. 
Edward Stern~ for Ame~ic~ Railway Express Company • 

. ,' 
:BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

A. :9:. Weston snd W. H. Curson,. eo-partners, 'h.a.ve pet1t1on-

ad the Railroad Commission. in accordance with their &mended ap

plication, for an order declaring t~t publio ~onvenienoe and 

necessity require the operation by them of an automobile stage 

line as a oommon carrier o~ passengers and exp~ess between Xnights 

Land.ing a.nd. Ms:rysville and intermediate points; provided, however, 

that said applicants shall transport neither passengers nor express 

between O'Banion Corner and Yuba Cit:v or W~svil1e, nor between 

any intermediate pOints between O'Banion Corner sud YUba City or 

Marysville; and proVid.ed. fllrther, that applicants shall transport 

no through passengers between Wooaland and Yuba City or Marysvllie 

in coDJunct1on With the1r present authorized stage servioe between 

Woodland and Robbins. 
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The proposed route between Xnighte landing and 

MAr.1sv1l1e is as follows: 

The Sutter Basin Boulevard between Knights Landing 
. 

and Robbins; thenoe on the Sutter Basin BOUlevard from 

RobbinS to Sutter By-Pass; thenoe north across Sutter 

By-Pass via. County road. So d1stanoe of four miles; thenoe 

easter17 on County highway to where said highway inter-

sects the River Garden Aighw~, said intersection being 

oommonly known as O'Banion's Corner; thence on said 

River Garden highway to Bunce Street, Yuba City; thence 

to Eotel Sutter in Yuba City vi& Eunce Street, B. Street, 

Plumas Street and Bridge Street, said route being common

lY known and deSignated .9.9 Xnights Landing-Yuba. City 

cut-of~; thence to Western Garage in the City of Y~s

ville via Bridge street, Fifth Street, E. Street. 

A publio hearing on this a.pplicat1on was oonduoted 

before Examiner Satterwhite at ~ysville; the matter was sub

mitted, and is now reaay for deciSion. 

Applicants propose to charge rates and to operate on 

a time schedule ill aceordance With Exhibits "'A'" and "E" attach

ed to said application, and to use ~he equipment described ~ 

Exhibit "'e" attached to said appl1oat1on. 

The South~ ?acific Cocpany and American Ra1~way 

Express protested the granting of said application. Sacramento

No:r:thern Railroad wi t:lld.reW as protestant during the hearing b7 

reason of the amendment to sa1d application el1m1Dat1ng the 

propoSal to operate a through passenger service between Woodland 

and Mnrysville. 
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Applicants, now oper~te onl1 an author1ze~ passenger 

service between ~oodland and Robbins via Knights Landing, end 
-. 

their proposed passenger service herein sought Will be an ex-

tension to Marysville solely of that part and portion of their 

present paseenger service between Knights Land~ and Robbins. 

Many Vii tnesses a.ppeared on behaJ.f of applicants and . 
testified to publiC necessity of the proposed service. At the 

present time there is no authorized stage service covering the 

particular territory proposed to be served between !nights 

Landing and Marysville. 

The e vidence shows that the proposed route of appli

cants traverses a very extensive and fast developing farming 

and agricultural territory located in the Sutter Basin district. 

The Sutter BaSin Company, a corporation, now engaged in exten

sive farming actiVities, OWDS about 45,000 seres in this section, 

and many thousand.s of these acres are now under intensive cul ti

vation, groWing wheat, barley, rice and bes.ns, together with 

fruits and veget~bles of all kinds. The River Garaens ~8r.m 

Co~pa~v, another big ranching organization in this territory, 

also owns sever~ thousnnd acres devoted to the growth of farm 

prOducts o~ all sorts. Representatives from both of these 

large cocpanies appeared ~t the hearing rold strongly endorsed 

the proposed zervice. These lsrge farming concerns' employ 

oonstantly severaJ. h'cndred farm la.borers and during the summer 

time several thousand fnr.m hands ~e employed to harvest .the 

various crops. 

The recor~ shows that at least 5,000 men, during 

the harvest season, are employed upon the fsrms in Sutter 

BaSin, particularly in and about the communi ties of' Knights 

Landing and Robbins. The town of Roboi~s, formerly called 
.' 

Mad.d.ock, is a. rapid.ly gro'V'Zing community by virtue of the fact. 

that st least 200 farmers have, 1n very recent years, purchased 
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small farms in this Vicinity vmich are under exteneive eulti

vs.tion. Xnights Lend.ing hss a population of over 1,000, and 

also is a growing community. 

It was shown by applicsnts: that Xnights Landing, 

~oobins and. Y~ysville ere not only purchasing eenters for 

n.ll these farmers,. but that they are also imports;c.t labor r e

cruiting po1nts. The travel of ranch hands to and. fro in 

this' terr1tory is more or less co:ostant on account of the 

large la.bor t'lmIl.-over. The evidence shows that the existing 

passenger serVice of the Southern ?acific Company. protestant, 

1s unsatisfactory to these farmers, new settlers and~borers 

dwelling between 7~ights Landing and M~sville~ and does not 

adequately serve the transporta.tion needs of the district 

proposed to be served. There is only one train da.ily opera.t

ed by the Southern Pacific Company in each direction between 

Marysville and Knights Landing. One south-bound train leaves 

Marysville for Knights La.n~ing Sot 6:20 a.m.. and one north-bo'CJld 

train leaves Xn1ghts Landing at 8:40 p.m. It appears that any 

person desiring to travel trom Knights Landing to points inter

media.te 1n Sutter Basin e.re obliged to go to Msrysv1l1e, rema1n 

over night there aDd t~e t4~ mQrn~ng train bact through, Sutter 
Bas~ ~ order to transact th~1r business at any o~ the inter-

meaiate points. The record shows that there is ooneiderab~e 

demand trom. settlers and. laborers to tra.vel in the da.ytime be

tween Marysville and Xn1ghts Landing and way points and the 

proposed stage service, consisting of two trips daily in each 

direction, Will meet this demand. The record. :fUrther shows 

that applicants propose ~ express service, l1mited to 125 

pounds to each paokage, and it was shown that the settlers 

and fermers in this agricultural distriet constantly purchase, 

both at Marysv11le and Knights Land.ing, food. supp11es and. mer

chandise of all kinds, as well a.s farming tools and :parts. of' 
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mao.hiner.r equipment used. on the ranches wi thin the proposed 

limited weight. 

The American ~ailway Express Company ofte~ed no evi

dence at all in support of its protest. The South~.Pa~1fic 

Co~pany introduced an exhibit showing its present passenger 

service, sa nereinabove referred to, between Knights Landing 

and Marysville, and also offered some oral evidence indicating 

that its passenger service is very limited between these termin

als, and that the train service is operated at a lOSS. 

We have carefully considered all the evidence in this 

proceeding, and are of the opinion, and :'o.ereby find as s. fact, 

that the public convenience and necessity require the service 

sa proposed by said applicants., and the applica.tion as amended 

should be granted .. 

ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above

entitled application, the matter haVing been submitted and 

being now ready for decision, 

TE:E ?A.lIaO.AD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF C"u,nOP.N!A 

:=3?ZSY DECLARES THAT P'O'BLI C C ON v ':;NI~TCE .AJ:..,,!) 11'ECESSITY R EQUIEE 

the operation by A. ~. WESTON snd W. R. CORSON, co-partners, 

of an eutomobile Stage line as a common carrier of passengers 

and express between Znigh~s Landing and V~ysville and inter

meaiate points; provided, however p that applicants shall 

transport neither passengers nor express between O'Banion 

Corner atld. Yuba City or Marysville, nor between any inter

mediate pOints between O'3anion Co::-ner andY'a.ba City or 1fJ.S.rys

vUle; and 'Orovided f'c.rther J that a.pplicants, shall transport 

no through passengers between Woodland and Yuba City or U..a.rys

ville in conjunction with the1r present stage serv1ce between 
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Woodland and Robbins. 

IT IS ~~y ORDE?Jm that a c~rtificate of public 

convenience and necessity for the foregoing passenger end ex

press service be, and the same is hereby granted; provided, 

however, that the foregoing passenger service is granted not 

as So separate passenger service, but as supplemental to and. 

as an extension of that part and. portion of applicants' present 
. 

passenger operative rights between !nights Landing snd Robbins, 

nnd subject to the following conaitions: 

1. Applicants shall file their written acceptance of the 
certificate herein granted within a period. of not to 
exceed ten (10) d~o from date hereof; shall file~ in 
duplicate, tariff of rates and time schedules Within 
a period of not to exceed twenty (20) days from date 
hereof, such tariff of r stes and time schedules to be 
in form and substance in accordance with the declaration 
contained in this order end satisfaetory to this Commis
Sion; and shall comcence operation of aaid service with
~ a period of not to exceed thirty (30) days from date 
hereof. 

2. The rights and privileges herein authorized ,may not be 
discontinued., sold ~ le,ased., trans forred nor assigned 
unless the vcritten consent of the Railroad Co~ssion 
to such discontinuance, sale, lease, tr~fer or assign
ment has first been secured. 

3. No venicle may be opersted by applicants herein unless 
such vehicle is owned. 'by said applicants or is: leased 
by them under a contract or agreement ona basis satis
factor,y to the RailrOad COmmission. 

Por all other purposes, except as hereinabove stated, 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days frOm 

the date hereof. 

Datea Sot San Francisco. Cal i;tornia. t ~s 1.? Tj.. dq 

o~ August, 1926. 
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