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Decision To.

-

XEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

ODIRINAL
Tn the Matter of the Application. it l
of CYRIL VINCENT BENNEILT, for cor=- A L
tificate of public convexlence and

recessity to operate motor bus  APPLICATION NO. 12596.

passenger seorvice dbotween lat Streot,
Lawndale, and Regent Street, Ingle-
wood. .

M. A. Woodward, Lor Applicant.

Gibson, Dumx & Cruteher, by Paul R. Watkins,
Interested Paxrty.

Horbert . Kidd, for West Coast Repid Tran-
31t Company, Frotestant. .

Garner Weite, for City of Inglewood, Inter-
ested Paxrty. . .

1

BY TRE CQMMISSION:
OPINIONX

Cyril V. Bennett has made application to the Railroad
Commission for & certificete of public converience snd neces-
sity to operate motor bus dassergexr service between First Street,
Tewndele, ond Regent Strcet, Inglewood. —

" A public hearing herein was conducted by Examiner Wil-
liams at Inglewood.

xi.pplicant proposes the operation of an automobile pas-
sengor scrvice between the community of Lawmdale, and Hawtboxrne
end Inglewood. The route to be traverced ic 6k miles in length,
of which all is iaaved higaway except ome mile. Appiicant

proposes to use Frairie Avenue as his main operating highwey,

and to proceed westward from Przairie Avenue over Broaldwey Iin
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Zawthorme to Eawthorne Zowlevaxrd, then retrace his route and
continue on Prairie Avemve to Inglewood. He proposes to use
TWo l2-pasgenger Ford vehicles snd 10 8ive approximately thirty
operations daily 1n eack direction. A fare of 5 cents is to
Ye charged between Lowndalc and Eawthorme, and on additionsl
5 cents between Hawthorne and Inglewood, with a fare of 15 cents
for the rownd txin devween Lawndale and Inglewoed. At the
Learing applicant amended his routing withain the city limits of
Inglewood to conform to the wishes of the Inglewood mumicipal
goverzment. |

In support of his cpplication, applicant filed a peti-
tion signéd. by approximately 400 persons, of whom probﬁbly 90
per cent recide cdjacent %o or east of Prairie Avemwe.  The
petition was circulated by Russzell D. Matheny snd Edmund Clingsn,
wo testified to securing the signatures thereto. These two
witnesaes, together withk Grace C. Johnson, Jemes Mcénigan, Hexr-
pando D. Wood, C. D. Driskill, Coxl R. . Greenfield, Hilda C.

Carlson, Agnes Haas, iextha Stabl, lrs. Olive Playley, Minnie

Frank, Yrs. Elizebeth Sims ond F. X, Lane, testified in behalf
of swplicant. Applicent also nad presert at tho hearing a large
rumber of other wiitnezses, wkose testimony 1f presented, 1t was
stipulated, would be in genmeral the same as that of the m‘ritnesaea
called.

There now exicts botween Lawndsle and Inglewood the
service of the West Coast Ropié Transit Compeny, a3 well as the
Pacific Electric bus service, operating between Long Beach and
Tenice. Betweer Hawthornme and Inglewood the same services are

ava.ila.ble-, and, ir addition, the street car service of the Los




Arngeles Roilwey and the dus service 02 G. R. Carpenter. All
of these services, excopt that of Carpenter, operate aloné
Hawthorne Bouldevard, a paved highway running :o.orti». and south.
In a.ac.itioh, the Pacific Electric maintains hourly sexrvice de-
tween Lawndale ond Hawthorme. During the suumer months
protes%an‘c Vest COaét Rapid Tranéit Conpany nainteins a special
schedule between Lawndale ané. Inglewood, and it was the testi-
moxy of D. B. Me.uéice, owner, that this service is‘per:tormed
&8 an accommoda ion and hes xrot been profitadble, This protes-
tant, with his through and local busses, operates 30 schedules
daily, oxd he testified that the local achednles show & 70 per
¢env vacency in seats.

The granting of the spplication was not pro‘césted

by G. R. Ce.i'penter, the Los Angeles Railway or the Pacific Elec-

tric Reilw

After full consideration of the evidence presented
at the hearing, we are cgmrinced. that direct communieation be-
tween the three commmities mamed is fairly well taken care of,
and that there i3 no need of additiomel through service. Ve
believe, however, that applicent has shown affirmatively a
need of service om the pexrt of persons residing along FPrairie
Avenue, which it ot least ome-half mile esst of Hawthorne Boul-
evard, and at points east of Prajrie Avcaue, where there ha.s
been considerable development in s 211 home tracts and where
the people are regquired tTo travel more than half & mile to
recca the sexvices mow aveiladle. It appears doubtful, how=
ever, if the number of per3ons resiaing along Prairie Avenue
and east thereof is sufficient 0 SuUPPOrt a bus operation con-

tucted independently of the tramsportatior of passengers be-




tween Lawndale and Hawthorme or Hawthorne and Inglewood.

Applicaht nimsel? testified thot he expected to sustain
pioneering losses 10 establishing the proposed 6peration and
wes Linancially preﬁared. o0 sustein such losses over a period
of two years, although he &id not believe the operation
world prove unprofitcble long sfter its estobliskment. FPro-
segtans Mourice testified that the operation proposed could
not be cordructed at a profit, besing his beliecf upon oleven
yesxrs' experience in the auto stage dusiness. Ee also con-
tehdeé. +hat the establisament of applicant’s service would
farther impaln tae elready insufficient rex-renue he is recelv-
ing from his operction in the communitlies named., He testified
thet no reguests kad beern made of him for a&é!itionél sexvice,’
and thet he had investigated the feasibility of dlverting a
portion of his operation over Proirie Avenue end had been con-
vimeed thet this would not be profiteble. He stated that if
the Commissior found a public necessity :f.'or" suck service, he
woald be willing o provide it as an experiment.

1t sppeaxrs fron *the record that the bnly portion of
tae proposé‘d. service forwhich cpplicant nas shown proof of
necessity is a.loﬁ.g Proirie Avemue. TWaile we doubt the abil-
1ty of applicant profitably to operate a service limited to
Proirie Avenue, with deliverics at Inglewood and Hawthorne,
his attituds was that he woo wnlmg to wndertake the service,
and the witmesses from the district affected promlsed patron-
age. Inosmuch as taere 1s a meeting of minds dbetween appii-
ceat mid patrons upon the proposition, axd applicant is will-

ing o assune piomeering losses, ad since the regtrictions
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imposecd will minin:iz?, i not emtirely eliminate, injury to ex-
isting carriers, we believe the applicatior should be granted
with restrictions as set Toxtz in the order Lollowing this opine

lon.

ORDER

Cyril V. Bexmett having made application to the Roil-
road Commission for a certificate oL publié convenience and
necessity to operate motor bus basgenger service between First
Street in Lawndale snd Regent Street in Inglewood, a publf.c heer~
ing having deen held, the matter having been duly submitted and
20w boing ready for decision,

TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STAIZ OF CALIFORNIA
ZEREBY IECLARES that public convenience and necessity require
the opei-ation of a portion of the service proposed by epplicant,
for the transportatior of passengers betweeﬁ the Junction of
lexket Street and Preirie Avenue in Iavmdale and the junction
61 Proirie Aveaue and Arbor Titae Street in Inglewood, with the
p:-iﬂlege of delivexring passengers origimtiz}g along Prairie
Avenue to the jumetion of Acacia Avenue and Broadway in Hawthorne
vie 3roadwey, and with the wadercionding that 0o passengérs may
be :-éceived in ¢ither Imglewood or Hawthorne for transpoi'ta.tion
vetween these +two poiﬁts, dut only to points slong Prairie Ave-
nue, over and along the following route: ) '
Segimning &t Market Street and Prairie Avenue
in Lewndale, thence noxth on Prairie Averue to
Broadwey Averue, Hawthorme, thence west on
Broadvey Avenue To Acacia Avenue and Broadway
Avenue, returning on Broadway Avemue east to
Prairle Avemuc, thence north or Proirie Avenue
to Axbor Titae Sitreet, Inglewood, thence west

to Osage Avenue, taence . north to Kelzo Shrcet,
thence west to Commercizl Street,. thence north




to Regent Street, thence east to larket Street,
returning over identically the same route; and

I? IS ZERERY ORDERED that a cexriificate of public
convenience and necessity therefor be and tae same hereby is

granted, subjeet to the Lollowing condiiions:

I. Applicant shell £iie with this Commission,

: within twenty (20) d=ys Lronm date hereof,
nis writter acceptance of the certificate
herein granted; skall file, in duplicate,
time schedules and tariff of rates identi-
cal witk those as set forth in Exhidit at-
tached to the application herein within a
period of not Lo exceed twenty (20) days from

ate hereof; axd shall commence.operation of
the service hexcby authorized within a per-
iod o2 2ot to excoed thixty (30) days Lrom
date hexeofl, -

The rights and privileges herein authorized
may mot be sold, leased, trancferred noX as-
signed, no> service thercunder discontinued,
tnless *he written comsent of the Railrozd
Coxmission to such sale, lesseo, transter,
assigoment ox discontiruance has first been
secured. ‘

III. No wehicle may be operated by applicont uxder:

... the suthority heredy gronted unless such
vehicle iz owned or is lessged by applicant
wndéer o contract or agreement on & basis sat-
isfactory to the Railroad Commission.

For all other puxposes thae effective date of this
orfer shall be twenbty (20) days from axd after the date hereof.

cted ot Sam Franciseo, Californmia, this 2—2 T day
ofm,df 1926. . ’ o ——
Va




