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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STA~ OF CALIFORNIA.. U t.. '4i...~, 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
~OMAS VELLA for certiticate of public ) 
convenience ,and neoessity to operate ) Application :No. 11975. 
freight service between Sonoma and ) 
San Francisco. ) 

Fred L. Dreher, tor applicant. 
W. J •. Cumm1 ngs, tor Northwestern Pacific Ra.11road. 

protestant. 
C. E. Brown, tor San Francisco, ~rapa and CaJ.istoga. 

Ra.11WFJ.y'. 
Geo. Baker. tor American Railw~ Ex:9ress Comp8.llY'. 

BY I[E COMMISSION: 

o PIN 1-0 N --..-- .... ---

Thomas Vella has petitioned the Railroad Commission tor 

an order declaring that public convenience and necess1t l require 
the operation by him ot an a .. o.tomobUe truck line as a. common ca.rr1e·r 

of freight between Sonoma and San Francisco. 
A public hearing on said application was conducted betore 

Examiner Satterwhite at Sonoma. ~e matter was subm~tted and is 

now ready tor decision. 
applicant proposes to charge rates and to operate on a 

time schedule in accordance with EXhibit "A" and amended Exhibit 

"~" and anal~ use theequ1pment as shown 1n amended Exhibit "en. 
Northwestern Pacific Railroa.d C·O!Il.:pany and the American 

Railway Ex;ress Company prote3te~ the granttng o~ said application. 

A:9p11cant testified 1n his own behsJ.t and caJ.led three 

or tour other Witnesses, conzisting ot local merchants at Sonoma. 

in ~pport of his application. 
~pplicant is now transporting chtese and dair,r ~roducts 

from Sonoma to San FranciSCO tor the Sonoma Mlssion Creamer,y. 
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A.z a rule, daily trips are made and no freight of D:iJy kind is 

carried on the return trip. A~plicant testified that 1t is his 

desire to transport return loads and thereb~ accommodate those mer-

chants at Sonoma. who are willing to give him some of their shipments 

trom San Francisco. All o! these merchants appearing for a:~plica.nt 

admitted that the rail service of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Comp~ has been ver.y sat1sfactor.y but testified that it would be 

convenient to have emergency Shipments made over the proposed 

truck service, and also tbL.t the cost of a:pplicant' s service woulet 

be a little cheaper. 

~e Sonoma Miss10n Creamer.1, tor whom applioant is now 

hauling under a lease arrangement, tavors this truck service on 

the grOUlld. that the cheese and other ~rodu.cts do not have to be 

packed 1n boxes, as reCl.'1l1red by ra.il service, and that their pro-

ducts arrive in a. better condition at Sa.:c. Francisco. 
~e Northwestern ?acific Railroad called several mer-

chants in business at Sonoma.. all of whom testified to the e~feot 

that there was no need tor the additional truck service and also 

corrobora.ted witnesses for applicant that this ra.il protestant was 

rendering a satisfactor,y service between the points proposed· to be 
. . 

served. !his protestant also showed that Santa. Rosa and Petaluma 

are purchasing centers for Sonom& and that practical~ all emer-
gency shipments can be made, and a.s a matter of :fact are made. by 
wholesale dealers with their own de11ver,y trucks trom these pOints 

which are much nearer to Sonoma than San Francisco. ~e evid.ence 

shows that this protestant rail carrier o~era.tes one freight ser-

vice in eaeh direction da1~,.except SUnd~s, between Sonoma and . 

San Francisco and that shipments :nade at 4:30 P. M. at San Francisco 

are ava.ilable for del1ver,r the following morning at 8:00 A. M. at 

Sonoma. :the reoord. f"urther shows that the i'reight tra:f£'!o between 

the pO!nts proposed to be served 1s rather l1m1ted and it appears 

that only an average ot rour an~ two-tA1rds tons per d~ are shipped 
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. in less than carload lots from San Francisco to Sonoma. 
We have carefully considered all the evidence in this 

prooeeding and.. are of the opinion an~ hereby find. a.s a :t'act that 

public convenience and necessit~ dO not require ~he proposed ser-
vice ot 8.:9plies.nt and the applica.tion sho'1lld b1e denied. 

ORDER ..... - ... ...----

A. p',lblic hear1llg having been held in the a.bove entitled 

a.pplica.tion and the ma.tter having been submitted an4 betng now 

rea4y tor decision, 
m: RA.IL-~OAD COMMISSION OF ~RE SZ!ATE OF UALIFORNIA. 

. -. . 
HEREBY DECLARES that public convenience and neeessit,y do not re-

q,u.1re the ogeration by !b.omas Vella. of an a.utomobile truck line as 

a c~on carrier ot treight between Sonoma and San Francisoo, and 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that said applica.tion be and the 

same is hereby denied.. 3d 
Ca.J.1:f'orn1a., ~1S e dq 

Commissioners. 
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