
DeOois io.n No. 17 <1 / i 
BZE'O:s3 TEE Ra.ILRO.b:D COMMISSION OF TEE STA~ OF C~IFOmr!A. 

In the matter of tho s,pplic.a t10n of' 
SIJ:a.~ A..'T'ID S..;.N FR.:JJCI seo ?O'!!&..~ COli
:?.d.~"Y)' $. co~ora.ti on, ~nd PACIPIC Gil.S 
~j) E~ECTR!C COl'!?l..1':Y, 0. corpora. ti on, 
for an order of the ~ailroad Commis
sion of the Sta.te of Ce.li:fornie. und.,er 
Sec~i().n 50 of the Public Utilitios 
1a.ct g::-s.nt1l'lg to ap.plica.nts a. certi
iic.a.te declaring that public co,nven
ience ~nd necessity requiro und will 
roo.u1re the construction of the pro
posed dam, ~enstock ~nd the enlarge
ment of and additions to plants and 
facilitios described in this petition. 
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Application No.. 13028. 

c. p. cutten, for ?aciiiC Gas and 
El ec trie Comp:s:c.y. 

Donald M. Gregory, Chickering and Gregory. 
fo::- Sierr$. an<l Sen Francisco 20wer 
Company. 

LOUTTIT, COMMISSIONER: 

Sierra and San Frs:c.c::iS. co PCtwer Compa.ny ::l.nd Pacifi c Gas 

a.nd'. Electric Compo.:oy jo.in in asking t:hat the Railroad. Commissi on 

certify that public convenience an~ necessity require the con

struction o~ certain proposed storage reservoirs an~ diversions, 

anel the eDlt;,rsement of" an eXisting di'tch and power house. 

Sierra ana. S~J.n Frs.nci seo ?o'wer Company is the OMlor of s. 

hydro-electric system which. is now be:1tng <>pers.ted. tnlder a fifteen 

year loase by Pacific. Gas and Electric Company. ' A part of this 

systom is a. 7500 k. v.o.. generating :pl:;ll1t. kno.wn as t.b.~ Spring ~;p 

J?le.nt, the. cs.;paci ty o:t which will be d.oubled by the C onstructi on 

wo=k now :proposed.. '.'tater for us.e in the S;pril:lg' G::l.P plfmt is now 

stored in the Strawborry Reservoirs lo,cated on the zouth fork of 

St&n1sl£l,US Ri veX'. ~tElr :flo\"r.tng the nll.tural course of the stream 

l. 



for t. fevl miles, the water is d.1 vertea. by means of what is known as 

~o Philsd.elphie Di tch to the fore'bay :trom w:o.ich it is piped. d.own 

a penstock to. a water wheel in the Spri~ G~p plant ~d is dis

cAarged into t~e middle fork o~ the Stanislaus River. TAis w~ter 

together with t:b.e :n.ow of the Middle Fork l,s.sses through the 

Stan1slaus Powor Rousa an~ is diverted a third time for use in the 

!':elones Plant now und.er constructiotl', a.nd for irrigation :purposos. 

It is now pr opo sed to btdld. a now rock filled dac. On 

the South Pork of the S,t.s.nislaus Ri v((!r about four miles above t:b.e 

Stra.wberry ?'eservoirs croa.ting what will be known as the Big Dam 

Reserv~ir. ~e diversion o~ Rorr1ng c:reek~ a tributary of the South 

]tork, so that its vro.tors may 'be stored.. in the Straviberry Reservoirs 

Will maintain the stors. te in t.l'.ese reservoi:-s a.t )?ractics.11y its 

,:-esent status e=.d the capacl.ty of tb.i~ Big Dam ReservOir w.tll be 

s'\:."os~ntially Do net addi tion to the system. i7i tl::. this addi tional 

storage the Pb.i.ladelp1l1D. D1 tCA cc.y 'be enle.rged, an s.d.di tional pen

stock constr~~tedJ and a duplicate unit ~dded to the Spring Gap 

po mr hou.se. 

The cost of the project incl'ilding the Big Dam :Reservoir, 

Sernng Creek di version, enla.:rgement o:t Philadelphia Ditch and 

duplioati~n c~ Dresent penstoc~ and e~UipQent at Spring Gap plant 

i s estim~ted. e. t $1, S~50,.OOO. T".o:is stUll i:::lcludes incidental costs for 

roads, cs.mps, engineor1ng suporintendence~ etc., as well as the 

direct expenses. 

It is es.timated. that ".;he iner(~ased. output 'by reason o~ 

tho naVI const:.-.;.cti on work will average eLp,prox1mc. tely 55 million k. w.h. 

per yee::. Of t1l1s ad.dition:::.l energy o.~;proximately 4l million k.w.h. 

Will coce from t.b.e ad.d.ition to the Spring Ga.p plant anct ~b()ut 14 mil';' 

lion k.w.h. i~ll '00 generated. by the pass~ge of the ~d.d.1tional 

s.tored ~~ter tllrcug.b. the existing Stunislaus plant • 
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The deoand for electric: ;power from the 3yste~ of the Sierra. 

and San Francisco. ?ower Comp~ny is continuing to grow with the growth 

of the communities served and there c~n be no question that public 
, 

necessity requires the construction of additionsl generating plants. 

It /:l.ppea.rs th&t the co.ns truction now proposed will pr oVide e. 

retl.sOns.bly economic source of powe1r and that it 1s sdvanUl.geously 

located With reference to eXisting plants ~nd facilities of the Sierra 

and San Pr~nc1sco Power Company. 

I reco::lOend the followi!lg fOr::l of order: 

O?D!~R - - - --
Sierra and Stl.n Francisco Power Comparny and Pacific Gas and 

Elect~ic Comp~y having applied to the Railroad Commission for an 

order, under Section 50 o.f the J?ublic Utili ties Act, certifying tha.t 

pu"oltc convenience ~d necossi ty req'll1re and will require the con

struction of the propo~ed dacs, penstock and the enlargement of and 

ad.eli tio·ns to the pla.nts and £$oc1l1 ties d.escri bed in tr..e spplication. 

~ puol';'c hearing ha.ving been bald., and. th e Commissi on being :f''Illly 

advised; 

The ~ailrosd Commission hereby certifies and declares that 

public convenience and neceszi ty re~uire the construction and enlarge

~ent of certain d~s, conduits and e~uipment in connection with the 

SprL~ Gap po~r house of Sierra and $~ Fruncieco 20wer Company, in 

accor~~nce with the plans set forth in the applicati~n in this matter. 

Tbe foregoing opinion o.nd l)rder are hereby ordered filed as 

the opinion and order of the :\ailr oad. Cocmi ssi on of tile :3tate of 

C&liforD1a. cf' 
Jb~ Dated at $an Fr:;noiSoo, Calitomia, U1S i-day of 

~,- -1920. 


