Decision No. /7 2724

BEFORE TEE RAILRDAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE QOF CALIFORNIA.
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In the Matter of the Application of 5“ i M o 110
TEE WEITE LINES, for certificate of RBY L@\ \de & 11\ Ml
public convenience and necessity to Application No. 12650.
extend motor truck service bvetween
Turlock exnd Lerced and intermediate
vointsa

\
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W. Jo Quinn, for Applicant.

P. Ae Bell, for The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway Company, Protestant.

L. N. Bradshaw, for Soutnern Pacific Company,
Protestant.

Edward Stern, for American Raillway Express Company,
Protestant.

BY THE COMMEISSION:
C2INIONX

The Waite Iires, a corporation, has petitioned the
RallrQad Comnission far an onder declawing that public convenience
and necessity regquire the oporatlion by it of an automodile truck

14ine as o common carrier of freight between Stockton and Morced,

serving the intermediate points between Turlock and Merced. The

proposed service would be an extension of applicant's present auto

truck service between Stockiton and Turlocke.

A public hearing on sald application was conducted befoxre
Ewaminer Satterwhite at Stockton, the matiter was submitted, and
is now »ready for decision.

Applicant proposes to charge rates in accordance with
Exhibit "AT attached to said application, and %o use the eguipment
set out inm Exhibit "BT attached thereto.




It is the purpose of the applicant to operate a time
schedule over its proposed extension in connection with the present
time~-table which it now operates under between Stockion and Turlock,
and to establich a time-table which will serve the best interests
of all its yatrons in the territory proposed to be served.

Toe Southern Paclfic Company, Trhe Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway Company and the dmerican Rallwey Express Company
drotested the granting of said spplication.

Applicant now operates an authorized freight truck ser-
vice between Stockion and Turlock, and exnjoys a very extensive
patronage from the wholesale merchants and Jobbers at Stockton,
whao constantly ship large consiguments of freight, not only to the
points now sexrved by applicant, but also to the points proposed
t0 be served. It appears that lMerced is the most southerly terminus
of the territorj served 6y Stockton jobbers and distributors.
Representatives from various Stockion retail and wholesale firms
appeared ot the hearing and testified to the effect that the pro-
poséa extended service was very much desired and needed, on the
ground that 2 store-door delivery is constantly regquired by their
Datrons as well as an earlier and more expeditious sexvice by truck
thaxn is now afforded by the existing rail carriers.

The record shows that by reason of the lack of an author-
ized truck sexrvice to the points proposed to be.served. many of
these wholesale distributors and jobbers wuse thelr own trucks for
the delivery of their goodse. It was showmn that orders for shipment
of goods from Stocktom are frequently received either by telephone
or Yy mail after 4:00 2.M., which is the closing time for receipt
of freight at the freight depots of the Southern Pacific Company
and The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company:; and as the
trucks of applicants do not leawe Stockton wabil 6:00 P. M. or later,

these telephone or mail orders could be tramsported over applicant’s
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line without any delay, reaching their point of destination early
the next morning. The evidence shows that freight delivered at the
depot of the Southern Pacific Company at 4:00 P.M. does not arrive
for delivery at the peinis proposed to be served until 3:00 P.M.
the mext day, amd that freight destined to Merced does not arrive
for delivery until the second dey after shipment. It does appear,
however, that freight shipped from Stockton at 4:00 P.. over the
Sents Fe rail line reaches Merced for delivery at 8:00 A M. the
sext dey, but this protesting rail carrier does not pass through or
serve the other polnts sought to be served by applicant wnder its

proposed extension.
With reference to nmorth-bound freight, the record shows

toat applidant kes had frequent and comstant demands for the exten-
sion of its truck sexvice to the points proposed to be served. It
appears that large shipments of farm products are contiaucusly
shipped to Stockton from this territory, and that a truck line will
afford a direct and more expeditious itransportation service for such
commoddities.

Southern Pacific Company and The Atchison, Topeka and

Santa Fe Railway Company, protestants, offered in evidence their
freight schedules, together with some oral testimony, showing the

character of their freight service between the points proposed %o
be served. American Reilway Express Company 2lso introduced in evi-
dence an exhibit showing its schedule of express service, both east-

bound and west=bound, between the points sought to be served.

sfter carefl consideratidn of all the evidence in this

proceeding, we are of the opinion, and hereby find as a fact, that
public convenlence and necessity require the proposed extended
service sought by applicemt, axd that the application should be

granted.
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& public hearing heving been held in the above-entitled
application, the matter having been submitted, and being now ready
for decision,

THE RLITROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREBY
DECLARES TEAT PUBLIC CONVENIINCE AND NECESSITY REQUIRE the opera-
tion by THE WHITEliIKES, a ¢orporation, of an automobile truck line
as a common carrier of freigh?v between Stockton and Mexrced, serving
all intermediate points between Turlock and Merced.

IT IS FURTEER ORDERED that a certificate of pudlic con-
venlence aﬁa necessity for the'foregoing service be, and the same
is hereby granted, not as 2 separate sexrvice, dbut in addition to
applicant'’s present freight operative rights betﬁeen Stockton and
Turlock, 2nd subject to the following conditions:

1. dpylicant shall file his writter acceptance of the
certificate nerein granted within a periocd of not
to exceed tea (10) deys from date hereof; shall Zile,
in duplicate, tariff of rates and time schedules
withir a period of not to exceed twenty (20) days
from date hereof, such tariff of rates and Gime
schedules to be identlical with those attached o
the application nerein; and shall commence operation
of scaid service within a periol of not to exceed
thirty (30) days from date hexreof.

The rights and privileges herein authorized may not

be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred ror as-
signed unlescs the wrlitten comsent of the Railroad Com=-
mission t0 such discontiruance, szle, lease, trarsfer
or assignment has Lirst been secured.

No vehicle may be operated by applicart hereln unless
such vehicle 1s owned by said applicant or is leased
Yy him under = contract or agreement o a basis sat-
isfactory to the Rallroad Commission.

For all other purposes, except as hereinabove stated, the

effective date of this oxder shall be twenty (20) days from the




date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Califorznia, this 2-( — day of
Septomber, 1926.

‘Commissioners.




