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BEFCRE TEE RAIIROCAD COIICISSICN OF TEE STLIE OF CuLIFCRNIL

In the Matter of the Application of
the County of Someoma for auwthoriza-
tion permitting the construction of
the grade crossing over the Sunta
Rosc and Sebastopol Railroad, in
Section , ™wp. 7 N., R. 8 W.,

DM

Appiication No. L2958.
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¢. W. Hoyle, Digtrict Attormey, for Lpplicont.

Donald Geaxry and E. Z. Maggard, for Retaluma

; and Santa Resa Railroad Company.

We FT. 2rice, for Golden Cate Really Compary
of Fresno, owners of Leddy Tract.
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821

In this application the Cownty of Sonoma reguests per—
mizsion %o consiruct Trecno Avenve, ot grade, across the trocks
of the Peftalumc snd Santo Rosa Rallroad Company near Melauley
Statlon, 2 point obout two miles west of the eliy limits of Santa
Rosa. |

& public hearing wic held at Szata Rogsa on Tuecday,
Septemdber 7t%h, 1926, before Zxaminer Austin. \

In tue vicinity of the proposed crossing, the Saanta
Rosa=Sehastopol Line of the RPetaluma and Santa Rosu Rallroad Con~

.oz private right-of-way parallel and adjacent to the
soubnerly cide of the Santa Rosa=~Sebactopol Higaway. This condi-
for @ distance of wpproximutely 3,200 feet west and
t eact of tne proposed crocsing.

Trezno Lvente leads cowth of the proposed crocsing for

& distonce of about one cnd three-fourths (L-3/4) miles, where it




an east and west rood known as Ludwlg Lveaue. Several

and west roads, 2pproximately one-quarger (1/4} %o ome-

nile aport, lead into Tresno Lvenue from the Wright and
LeddyATracts, waich lie east and west of Fresno Lvenwe, respective-~
ly. The lande lying bYetweexn any two of these east and west roeds
are divided into two tiers of lots, co that one tler of lots Laces
on each »osd. The most northerly tier of lots in these two sub-
divisions faces directly om the right-of=way of the rallroad con-
pary and, in order %o gain access to each of these lots Zrom the
Sants Ross-Sehactopol Fighwoy, it is now necessary to cross the
tracks of the railrond company by means of private crossings. JLbout
fourteen (14) private crossings have alredldy been estudlished on
*ais section of 5,500 feei of parallel and adlacent rallroad and
nighway. Six (6) lotsz fronting on the rallroad right-of-way still "
remain to be sold in the Leddy Tract west of Fresnmo ivenue. The

that reservation has been nmade cetting aside thixly

(30) feet of land for roadway purpocec along the south cide of

mailroad right-of-way in all of the lots except three (3) already

sold.

Tac nearest public crocsings To the proposed crosszing
sre ot the Story 2oint Road, approximately 5,320 feet to the east,
and at Uright Lvenue, approximately 2,670 feet to the west. The
proposed crossing is in level, open couwntry, with no obstructions
to the view. L cpecial protectiive device does not appear necessiry
for this croscsing under exicilng conditions. The rallroad company
operates eighteen (18) passerser btroinms and one (L) freight train
daily each way at speeds approximating twenty-seven (87) to thirty
(30) zoxd twelve (12) to Lifteen (15}‘miles pexr hour,\respectively.

The »ailrocd company &id not objeect to the opening of
& public crossing at Fresno Lvesue, providirg the Golden Gate Realily

Company would ncke arrangements o restrict the number of private

-
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crocsings in that part of the sub-division of the ILeddy Iract
lying west of Wright Avenuwe. It appears very Gesirable %o the
Commisziozn that o roadwiy should be construcited along the south
side of the ralilway between Wright and Merced Lvenues axd it pay
be that the Colden Gate Reclty Compary will enter into some such
agreement with the Ruilroad Company. Certalnly some attempt chould
be nade on the part of the ovners of the sub-divisions abuiting onm
this section of this line of roilroad %o reduce the number of
erossings reguired to a minimum, in oxrder to cut down the atterd-
ant hazard. The establiching of private and public erossings, at
the rote of tem to the mile, is bovnd vo affect tne speed at which
voalns can be operated amd theredy directly affect the quality of
the cervice rendered the public by the carrier. The Commission is
of the opinion that the proper procedure in these subdivisions is
for the owmers thereof to construct & road parallel and adjacent

10 the coutherly right-of-woy line of the railroad, in oxder to
allow the tiers of lots facing on the railroads similar means of
communlcation with the noxrth and south roads In this vicinlty as
are given by otaecr east and west roads to tiers of lots fucing on
such roads. Ihis should be doxne tefore any further lots are sold
and further privatve crossings opened thereforxr. The opening of a
public crocsing ot Fresno Avenue would appedar & reasonable pudlic
necessity, providing some attenpt is made o reduce the number of
private crocsings in its immediate vicinity. The comsztruction of
2 dedicated public road parcllel to the southerly cide of the raile=
roal r‘ght-o*-wgy from Wright Avenue to Fresno Avenue would accom=-
plich the desired result on the Leddy Tract for this viecinity. The
Comnizsion will view with fovor the closing of ke private crossings

if zsueh a road ic Insvalled. The construction of additional road

eact of Frezno avenue to the Stony Roint Road would do away with the

necescily of cny recidents of these tracts, when travelling to and
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from Santa Rosa from crossing fthe rallroad at all. On account
of the reductiorn in hazard which would be derived from the
elimination of these private crossings, it appears reasonable
to expect the railroad compeny %o pay a portion of the cost
of such 2 roadway. It also appears to the Commission that the
owzers of these sub-divisions rave a meral respounsidbility in
reducing the hazard of crossing the railroad to thelir cllients
anl $0 prospective buyers in their iracts.

It has been fregurently found preferable that roads

parallel to railroads be located at the back of the Lirst

tier of lots adbutting om the railroad right-olf-way, in order

that the land lying between such a roadway and the railrodd
noy bthen be developed o its greatest extent as industricl
property with spur track Lfacilities and without the neces-
sity of such tracks crossing suck parallel highway. 4lso such
parallel highways, when set back from the railroad zbout three
hundred feet, &o not so greatly interfere with the consiruction
of grade separctions of imporitant highways crossing tvhe railroad
when it becomes necessary Lo eztablish such separations.
Zowever, in this location, there appears to be little
srospect of intensive industrial development ond the subdivision
of holdings has progressed to & point where the only practical
solution is to provide the adjacent parallel road as described.

This application will be granted subject to cextain

conditions in the following form of order:

IT IS HERERY ORDERED that permission aund authority be
and 1t it hereby granted to the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Sonoma, State of Californizs, to comstruct Fresno Aveaue at grade
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across the track of the Petalume and Santx Rosa Railroad Compaxy
near MeCavley Station and as chown by the map of Leddy Park Sub-
division attached to the application.

- The above crossing shall be identified as (Crossing
Yo. 673-20.7.

Said crossing shall be constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions and not otherwise:

(1) L thirty-foot dedicated public roadway shall be
leid o2f varallel and adjacent to the south lirve of the rallroad
right-of-way from Wright Avenue to Fresnc Avenue and & well grave
elled roadway suitadle Lor public travel shall be properly con-
strusted ihereon before Fresno Avenue may be comstructed across the
twacks of the railroad company and opened to travel. Iwo=-thixds
(2/3) of the cost of said road shall be paid for by applicant and
one=taird (1/3) shall be paid for by Petaluma and Senta Rosa Raile
road Compaﬁy. An agreement between the interested parties, agree-
ing to the comstruction of this road and to the above apportion-'
ment of cost thereof, shall de Liled by the railroad company with
the Commission before the authority gronted in this order shall
decone effective.

(2) Petaluma and Santa Rose Reilroad Company shall
keep its right-of-way fenced between Wright and Stony Point avenues
ond shall equip all private orossings detween sald Avenues with
gates.

(3) The entire expense of constructing the crossing at
Tresno Avenue shell be borne by applicant. The cost of mainien=-

axoe of that portion of suid crossing wp to lines two (2, feet

outside of the rails shall be borme by applicant. mhehmaintenance

of that portion of the crossing beitweer lines two (2) feet outside
of the »ailc shall be borme by Petolume and Santa Rosa Railroad
Company. No portion of the cost herein assessed to applicant for

the comstruction or maintenance of said crossing chall be assessed




by applicant, in any manner whatsoever, 1o the operative properiy
of Petaluma and Santa Rosa Railroad Compary.

(4) The crossing shall be comstructed of a width not
less than twenty-four (24) feet and at an angle of ninety (90)
degrees to the roilroad ond with grades of approach not gréater
than two (2) per cent; shall be comstructed substantially in ae-
cordance with Standard No. 2 as specified in General Order No. 72
of this Commisslon; shall he protected by a suitable crossing sign
axd shall in every way be nade safe for the passage thereon of
vehicles arnd oiher road itraffic.

. (5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thexe-
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of the coumpletion of
the installation of said ¢rossing.

(6) If said erossing chall not have been installed
within one year f£rom the date of this order, the authorization
herein granted shall then lapse and become void, uwnless further
time is granted by subseguent order.

(7) The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders relative to the location, construction, operation,
naintenance and protection of said crossing as 1o it may seen
right and proper aund-to revoke its permission if, in its Judgment,
the public convenience and necessity demand such action.

The authority herein granted shall become effective
on the date hereof.
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Dated at San Francisco, Califormia, kris /

oz /Tcl=FZ, , 1926.
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