Decision No.

BETORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE (B CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

VeCOXTELL ZIRONS for a certificate

of public convenience and necessity,

anthorizing the operation of an auto- Application No. 12584
mobile stage line for the transpor- .

tation of freight between Fresno snd

Stratford, California.

W. Z. Simpson, Lor Applicant,

7. N. Bradshaw and A. G. Schmidt, for Southern
Pacific Company, Protestant,

Edward Stern, for American Reilway Express Company,
2rotectant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINIOCYN

In this proceeding MbConnel; Hirons secks s certifi-
cate of public convenience and necessity, authorizing the estab-
1ishment of an automobile truck service for the tramsportation of
froight betwoen Frosno and Stratford and intormediate points via
Temoore, o distence of 42 miles by aspplicant’s route, azd 41
miles by rail. Between April lst and October lst the service
will be daily, excent Sundays, and duriny the remainder of the
year & tri-weekly sorvice is proposed. Applicaunt's eqaipmeﬁt
consists of one l-ton Ford truck snd one Zi~ton White truck.

Accompanying the applicetion are the proposed toriff of rates

L.




~

and time schedule.
A puwolic hearing was neld before Examiner Austin at

Preosuo, when evidence was offered, the matter was submitted
and it is now ready for decision.

The applicant testified that siuce Maxrch, 1926 he

ngs dbeen operating wnder contract for certain merchents of

Stratford, between Stratford and Fresno, handling groceries,
jce cream and other commodities. The service has been con-
venient, he stated, decsuse 1t is more expaditious than the
tri-weekly rail service. He owas the equipment which will

be used =nd appesrs to have sufficient means to conduct the
proposed service. Avplicent cslled three nerchants of Strat-
ford, who testified that this community is the center of a
deiry farming and grain producing reglon, the business houses
in the town itself consisting of three stores, one bakery and
one garage cnd service station. 4n expeditious transportation
service will ensble the merchents 1o carry smeller stocks than -
at preseat, their testimony being that under the existing rail
schedules shipments from Fresno are not received short of three
or four dsys efter the order has been placed, but by uwtilizing
syvlicant's proposed summer service goods ordered by telephone
can be delivered upbn the same day. The proprietor of a con-
fectionery store ot Stratford stated that a daily truck service
would be convenient for handling ice croam during the summer
months, shipments now moving by rail from Fresno usually requiring

two deys in transit. A tri-weekly service will be adequate in winter.




as there is less business then taen in summer. Applicant does

not yropose to haul axy traffic between Lemoore and Fresuno in
oither direction, nor from Stratford to Lemoore, but he does
propose to handle freight from Lemoore 1o Stratford, stating
that oceasionally shipments would be vicked up at that point
4o P11l the orders of the merchants at Stratford. Yo showing
was made as to the need for service between suy other inter-
mediate points.

The granting of this application was protested by the
Southern Pacific Compeny ond the American Rallway Express Com=
Dany.

Protestaht Southern Pscific Company called F. We
Bernard, of its General Manager's staff, who described the
T.0.I. freight service between Fresno and Stratford, stating
that g tri-weeXly service is conmducted under which freight
delivered at Fresno befare 4:00 p.xn. on Tuesday, Thursday
and Seturday is available for delivery to consignees at
Stratford by 1:30 p.m. on the following business day. Aay
dolays in receiving freight, he stated, must have been due
+o the Zailure o2 the shippers o make timely delivexry of
their shipments at tie railrosd frelght station in Fresno.

An jnvestigation of the service beiweon Presno and Stratford
indicates that.because of thae light tonnsge a more frequent
schedule is not warranted.

Protestant American Railway Express Company of-
fered no testimony.

The record shows a public -need for the proposed




truck service, conseguently the spplication will be granted. But

the certificate will be limited to 6perations between Frosno and
Stratford in either direction, and from Lemoore %0 Stratford, the
ovidence not warranting the authorization of service from or to
any other intermediate point.

Upon £ull consideration of the evidonce, we are of the
opinion and hereby find as o fact that pudblic convenlence and ne-
cessity require the operation by MeConnell Hirons of an automodile
truck service for the tramsportation of freight as & comion car-
rier between Fresno and Stratford, and from the intermediste point
of Lemoore to Stratford (but excluding service Ifrom or to 8ll other
intermediate points) over and along the following route, viz.:
from Trecno via Elm Avemue to Hub, thence by Comnty Eigﬁway to
Lemoore snd thenmce by Cownty Highway to Stratford.

An order will be eantered accordingly.

A public hearing having been held in the above eatitled
spplication, the matter neving been duly submitted, the Commission
being now fully advised and basing its order on the finding of fact
which sppears in the Opinion preceding this Order,

pED RATIROAD ODMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREBY
DICLARES thet pudlic conveunlence and necessity require the operation
by McConnell Hirons of an sutomodile truck service for the transpor-
tation of freight as o common carrier betweon Fresno and Stratford,

and from ‘the intermediate point of Temoore to Stratford (dut ex-
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cluding service from or to all other intermediste points) over

end along the following route, viz.: from Freszo via Zlm Avenue
to Zub, thence by County EZizhway to Iemoore, and thence by County
Tigaway to Stratforxd.

IT? IS EEREBY ORDZRED that a cortificate of public
convornience and necessity be and the same is heredby graated to |
MeConnell Zirons, for conducting the service hereinabove describded,
sabject to the following conditions:=

1~ Applicant shall file his writtem acceptance of
the certificate herein granted within o veriod of
not to exceed ten (10) days from date nereof.

5 Applicent shall f£ile, in duplicate, within a
period of not to exceed twenty (20) days from the
dete hereof, tariff of rates and time schedules,
such tariffs of rates and time schedules to be
identical with those attached to tiae spplication
herein, or rates and time schaedules satisfactory
to the Railroad Commission, and shall commence
operation ¢of said service within a period of not o
excoed sixty (60) days from the date hexreof.

3~ The rigrts and privileges herein authorized
pay 0ot be discontiauwed, sold, lessed, transferred
nor assigned unless the written consent of the
Railroad Commission to such discontinusnce, sale,
lease, transfer or assignment heas first been se-
cured. )

4~ No vehicle may be operated dy spplicant herein
unless such vekicle is owned by said spplicant or
is leased by Rim under a coatract or sgreement on
a vasis satisfactory to the Railrosd Commission.
Tor all other purposes the effective dete 0f this order shall
be twenty (20) days from the date hereof. 22(
Dated at Senm Fremclsco, Celiforaia, tais 27 day of

Qetober, 1926.




