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3~ORE ~RE RAIL...~OAD COilllcrSSIO~ OF THE STATE OF C.AI.IFORNIA. 

) 
In the Ivra tter of the J...pplica ti on ) 
of COAST T31Z:2EC'KS C01.D? .. urr tor ) 
~erm1ssion to discontinue tree ) 
svdtcbing between Cambria and ) 
Cayucos and between Ca~cos and ) 
Templeto:.. ) 
--------------------------) 

Application No. 13030. 

J. R. ~ort. in propria personna, for ~p~licant. 
J. G. Marshall, for The Pacifi.c Telephone and 

Telegraph Company. inter0ste~ part,r. 
Peter Tognazzini, a su"osori bel', :pro te.stant. 

BY mB COID,~ISSION: 

OPINION ........ "-----

In this proceed.ing the Coast Telephone COJ:tpany makes ap-

plication to discontinue furnishing so-called free toll service 

between its Cambria and Cayucos exchanges, and also the tree 

switching between its nOld Creekrr line out of the Cayucos exchange, 

and a farmers t line which runs northeast into the Templeton ex-

change of ~ne Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Com~y, and in this 

latter case to caarge its subscriber, who does the switohing between 

those two lines, app1ioant t s regular rate for service. 

A public hearing was hel~ in this application before 

~aminer ·~ril11s.:ns in Camoria on October 13, 192.6, a.t which t1.m.e and. 

place the matter wa~ submitted. 
Coast ~elephone Company is the n~me and. ztyle un~er whioh 

J. R. Fort, o~er and. manager, is conductins a telephone business 

in the towns of Cambria an~ Cayucos. Each of these towns with its 

SQrrounding territory forms a telephone exchange area with its own 

oentral office located in the town an~ with the so-called free ser-
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vice betwee:l ~he two exchanges in ad.di tion to regular toll service 

between them which is fUrnished. by The Pacific ~ele:phone and. Tele-

graph Company .. 
The so-called free toll service between Cambria and. 

Cayucos, which the :J.pplican t d.esires to eliminate, has tor a num.-

oer of yeers past been furnished over a ground.ed c1rcuit~ which 

aJ.so b.as twelve loca.l subscribers OIl it, and all 0'£ whor::. are within 

the Cambria exchanse ar~a. 
Applicant made no objection to continuing the so-calle~ 

free toll service until a power tran~ission line paralleling the 

telephone line caused. such inductive interference that it beoame 
necessary to rebuild and metallic1~e his line. This rebuilding 

has been complete~ from the Cambria central office zome eight miles 

toward C~ucos, and all of the local subscribers on that line will 

be served on the metallic oircuit. Applicant desires to eliminate 

the so-called ~ree service so that it will not be necessary to re-

build the line for the remainder of the distance, approximately six 

and. one-hal! miles, into Cayucos. Applicant states that the cost 

at metal11cizing the line tor the balance of the Qistance would be 

$310.00 for construction, and $15.50 ~er year attachment rental on 

the poles of The Pacific Xelcphone an~ Telegraph Company. Maintenance 

an~ ~e~reciation on this six and one-half miles of line would be at 

least ~30.00 per year. 
Several subscribers from both the Cambria an~ Cayucos ex-

changes ~rotesteQ the granting ot the application on the basis that the 

gra~e ot service received did not warrant an increase in rates, which 

they erroneously thought was involved. in the application. Applicant 

admitte~ that the service on a number ot his lines is unsa~isfactory~ 

due to their being grounded circuits ~arallele~ by electric transmis-

sion lines, but stated that any money available to put into his plant 
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coul~ better be expended in metallicizing those lines rather than 

building the 8.<ld.i tiona.l six and one-half miles of metallic circuit 

in order to continue the so-called free switchine between Cambria 

and Ca.yucos. Testimony in this proceeding shows that the service 

a~plicant asks to discontinue is used very seldom by his subscribers. 

The rocord shows that only 111 calls ha~ been placed over the line 

trom the Cambri$. to the Cayucos exchange ~or the six-months period 

ending September 12th. 

The svntching between the Templeton tarmers f line and 

applicant's nOld Creekn line, according to testimony of applicant, 

was initia.ted a. number of years ago for the benefit of four or :rive 

of the Templeton subscribers who are located nearest Cayucos. Ar-
rangements were made ~or applicant's subscriber a~ the end ot the 

ftOld Creekft line to switch the Templeton line to the nOld Creekn 

line in order to give those tOQ~ or five ~empleton ~bscribers access 

to Cayucos telephone service an~ also to provide his local service 

without charge. This present arrange~cnt makes it physically possible 

tor any of the Templeton subscribers of The PaCific Telephone and 

Telegraph Company to obtain so-calleQ free service with any ot Coast 

Telephone COJ:1panyf s Cayucos or Ca.m.oria. su'bscri bers, which was never-·oon-

teo.pla.ted. by a:g:plioant.. No objection was made at the hea.ring to the 

granting of this part of the application. 

~ general principle of furnishing telephone service, within 

this state an~ throughout the country, assumes separate exchange areas 

tor different communities within which a local service is ~nished 

for a local rate, anQ vnth a toll rate tor service between separate 

exehanges and results in a practical method o~ furnishing telephone 

service, and at the least cost to the ~bscriber. 

The evidence in this proceeding shows that a major portion 

o! the small use that is ma~e ot this so-called free toll service is 

confined to only a few of applicant f s subzcribers, also that The 
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Pacitic Telephone and Telegraph Company has now, and has had for a 

number of ye3r3, a toll service between these exchanges at rates on 

file with this Commission. 
It ap~ears that the re~uests ma~e in this application 

should. be granted, and the order following will so proV'ide. 

o R D E R - - -
Coe.::::t Telephone Co;n.ps.ny, :r. R. :B'ort owner, a.pplicant in 

this ~roceeding, having re~uestea the Railroad Commission for an 
order authorizing the discontinuance of'so-c~lled free toll service 

between its Cambria. and Cayucos exchanges,. anti :tree 3wi tcb.1ng "be-

tween a tarmer line of the Pacific Companyts Templeton exchange and 

the applicantrs Cayucos exchange, a publ~c hearing having been helap 

the matter having been submitted and now being ready tor ~ee1sion: 
The Railroad Commission of the state of California hereby 

fin~s as a fact that the Coast Telephone Company, J. R. Fort owner p 

should discontinue the furnishing of the so-called tree toll service 

be~een its Cambria and CaYllcos exchanges, and. f:ree s\vi tohing between 

the. Templeton and nOld Creekn lines, and also that applicant Shoula 
charge its re~larly tiled rates tor local telephone service to all 

suoscrioers on the nOld Creekn line. 
Basing its order on the foregoing findings of fact: 

IT IS ~iREBY ORDZRsn that Coast Telephone Company, J. R. 

Fort owner. shall, on December 1, 1926, disconneet that part of his 

line between Cambria an~ Cayuoos whioh is located in the Cayucos 

exchange area from that part which is located in the Cambria exchange 
area and shall discontinue !Urnishing so-called free ,toll service 

between the Cambria and Cayucos exchanges on and after December l? 

1925. 
IT IS HERZBY PURTh~ O~DERZD that Coast Telephone Com~any~ 

J. R. Fort oivner, shall on ~d atter December 1, 1926, discontinue 
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free switching between the rrOld Creek~ and Templeton line and shall 

charge ~l subscribers recreiving the same service over the ~Old 

Creek~ line the rates filed with this Commission for ~ch service. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this order 

shall be twenty (20) days from and. after the date hereotd' 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this /6- cla.y 

of Nove~ber, 1926. 

Commissioners. 
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