RATTROAD COLMISSION OF TEHE STATE OF CALIFORKIA

A PITATINT T

Tn the Matter of the Application of % S T;Hixfffﬁ\;ﬁ
SOTTEERK PACIFIC COMPANY Zox uutnhority ST S R Y

$o close tho agency at Somis Station, ) &/ Tul g 1 Ul

County of Ventura, State of Californic, % Application X0.13054

)

)

a i
‘

v
Ve

during vhe veriods llay lst to
September 30th, and November lst to
Yarch 3lat, inclusive, of each yoalX.

T. W. Eobbs and V. S. andrus, for Applicant, :

J. J. Deuwel for Ventura County Farm Zurcaun, Protostant,

2ichard Derd for interested residents of Somis, Protestants,

3. T. Churehill for Californis Lime Bean Growers! Assoclatioz,
Protestant.

Y 7F5 COMDIISSION -

Q2P INIOX

Southorn Pacific Company, & corporetion, Rhas petitioned the
Railvoad Commission for en order authorizing the closing of its
agoney stotion at Somls on itc Los 4ngeles Division in Ventura
County during the periods lay lst To Septomﬁer 30%h, and Novembexr 13t
to Yaweh 31s%, voth inclusive, 0L eick year.

A public hearing on This epplication wesz conducted by
Twominer Eandiford at Omard, ot which time evidence wos received,
~he metter was duly submitted, and it i now ready for decision.

spolicent rolies as Justification for the granting of The
applicetion, on the following clloged facts:

That the oporation of Somis station a5 an agoncy is mot Justi-~
fied except during the poricds Lpril 13t ©o April 30th, amd QOctober
12t o October 3Lst, vovh inclusive, of cack year; snd that tho
meintenance o7 sn agent duwring such abdove mentioned poriods and of
& nor-agoncy station during the balance 0f each year will provide

cdequate service for the public under vresent conditions.

The following &ata has beon abstracted from an oxhidbit Liled |

by evplicant’ as o portion of the applicstion herein:




Yoar ending April 30, 1926

Period: - iay lst to Septemboer 30%tk, and Novomber lst ©o
Mareh 3lst, botkh inclusivo.

Revenue
Passenger Tickets Sold

(10 months on aversge montihly revenue 0f $62.00) % 620.00
Less then corlioad fLreoight A )

Received - 9 638.00

Toxrwarded - 82.00 72700

Potal Pessengexr Tickets Sold and less~ | $1347.00
than=-carload Freight

Carload Freight
Recoeived 8024.00

Tormwarded 13717 .00 21811.00
Y LoLa8e00

Areney Zxponse

Salory 1440.00

Zxpenso 72400
¥y L0100

Porcentage of less—thax-carload freight revenue and passengor
tickets sold required to care for agency Zxpence, 112+24%.

Pexrcentage of total revonue required to care for Agenc& Zxpence,
6+09%. |

I# the entire calendar yoor ending April 30, 1926, bve comzidored,
the following wvercentages are shoma:

Percertage of less=-than-carload fieight revenue and pPassenger

tickets sold required to care for agency oxpense: - 108¢97%e

Percentage of total revenue roquired to care for Agency'

Exponse: = 5.72%.
mhe carload bdusiness transacted at this station dwring the

year ending April 30, 1926, woe o3 follows:
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Forwerded - ‘Recoived
72 cers Reans 50 cers Cemont
9 " TLotimece 15 " Roek
4 " Cabbage | 11 " Sand

- -

11 " Miscellaneoms 2" EHay |
_ 17 * Miscellsneous
96 cersd 105 cars

r. Ve S. Andrus, Assiztant to Genoral Manager of applicent,
tectified as to his study of the :evggggiggdSomis station for the
years onding December 3L, 1925, and August 3L, 1926. This study,
2z reflected oy an exhibit filed aﬁ the hoaring, shows tho following
percentage increases or decreases in revenue received during the

respective poriods.

Incroase Decroease
Pexr Cont Roxr Cont

Less=than=carload Freight § - 8
Carload Freight - | 40
Passengef ‘ - %6

The express revenws, on all shipments foxwarded and received,

during the yoar ending Septomber 30, 1926, amounted to $675.35, or

& monthly average 0f $56.28.

Mr. 8. J. Xollom, Trainmaster on opplicant’s Los Angeles
Division, described the service remdered o the‘publié‘at agency
ard nom-agency stetions. Somis is sexved by one local freight
in ecch direction, daily excopt Sundey, oyerating casthound betweoxn
4:00 and 7:00 A.JK., and westbound betwoor 10:00 and 11:00 P.l.

Two passenger trains westbound, and one eastdbound, serve Somis as
2 flag'stop. The nearost agency stations are lLoorpark, 7.3 miles
easterly, and Cemarillo, 3.2 miles westerly.

-5-




The granting o0f tho application is protested by the Ventura
County Farm Zureau, the California Lime Zean Browers Association,
and by inxerested racidents of Somis.

Xre Re L. Chuxrchill, Manager of the Californis Lima Besr
Growers Lssociation, testified that als association‘had delivered
t0 The Somis Warehouse 106,000 begs of beans during‘the present
seeson, which he ostimated to equal 326 carloads of:SO tons each,
all of which would move from Somis over epplicant’s railroad.

The estimate of Witness a5 0 the mumber of carloads appears in
error, beans weighing appro=imately 100 pounds per sack, and the
106,000 sacks weighing 5300 tons wkich is equivalent %o cpproxi~

sely 176 carloads of 30 tone each. While this estimate exceeds
by more than 100 carlosds the shipments of beans during The yeaxr
ending Lyril 30, 1926, witness states that the past year was one
more nearly noxmal &8 t0 the bean ¢rop, vrevious years having been
below the averasge due to & deficient rainfall.

Wr. W. Z. Basham, in chorge of tho Southerrn Pacific Milling
Company's werehouse at Somis, testified that there were now 160,000
hags ofﬂboans in storage at his warehouze, beansg being stored Lor
independent producers as woll as for the Deen Lssociation; that
cpnditions a8 oxisting during the current yesr have resulted in 2

normel ‘crop; and that tho rotention of an agert is desirable foxr

the prompt placing of car orders and the receipting for ocutgoing

ghivments.

Mre. We Z. Goodyecr, a former,and yresideont of an irrigation
corpeny, testified es to the rosults obtained by bean rezising on
irrigated land. It oppeoars thet the 7ield approximates 25 sacks
POTr acre waon irriéated againat & yield of six sacks per o&cre on
Yo same land when not irriga<ed and if the natural rainfall was
depended upon. The witness anticipates a matorisl increase in
bear tonnage 28 the irrigation systems in the vicinity of Somis

are further developed.




. . Tower, engeged at Somis in the manufacture oi,conc:eto
irrigating vine and the insztellation of lrrigating system:s, testi-
£ied as to the volumec of his shivments and the inconvenience an -
ticipated if the service of an agent wero to be discontinued.

ir. Zichard Zard, o property owner in the section tridutary

%o Soxic station, testified oc to the develorment of the adlacent
Torritory and az o the planting of walnut groves cond citrus
orchards which will Yo on 2 chivwping basgis Iin avout two yesrs;
2s t0 thoe subdlivicion of large tracts into zmaller noldings and
tho resultant intencive cultivation of the zmeller arecs; and
. that, in ais opinioxn, vhe develoymént of vkhe arec vrivutory to
ve roterded Lf Thoe agency saould be closged
by rozson of the inconvenience to vhe patrons of applicaut in
vhe transection of thoeir business with The ralilroad.
WwrSe D. Je Dabtisvoe, nrecident oXF
end representing 67 families, tostified
result 1o passengers if Tthe cgency statlon wore To bo closed.
we hove 2iven caroful consideration to the record in thic
»roceeding and we conclude thorefrom thet the territory trivm-
tery wo Somis iz in o state of development, duc Vo breaking up
of largo lund noldings, ixrigetion and vlanting of clturs orchafds

end welnut groves, which will materially increcse the volume of

freizht tonnago within the suwccoeding two or throee yoors.

In view of tze dovelopment now in nrogress in tho terriéory
srivutory o Somig, we are 902 the opiznion thot the stotion snould
not be clozeld during the months oo horein opplied for ond thot
the amnlication should bve deniced without »nrejudice. Applicant
will be reguired to furnish the Commicssion with o statement of
rovenue anl exmensez for the yearly voriod ending June 20,1927,
at whickh time 12 opvnlicant so dezires, the matter ﬁill be ro-

opened for further consideration.
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ng hoving been held on the chove entitled
having been Auly submitied, tae Commizsion
and vosing ite oxder on the conclusions

appeering in the opinion which proecedes

RnERY ORDIZED thot this epplication bo and the same
denied wivhout projudico.
volicant 1is heredy requirod £0 KLeop sn cceurtio account

revonues ond expenses resulting from the mointenance 0

+ne agency station at Somis for tho yoorly period ending Juno 30,
t

1927, and to submit cueh account O “his Commiscion.

The Commission resexrves the T to Zako such Zuxrther
or ordexrs in this procooding 28 vo 1t shall appear Just
onexr or &g, in ite opinion, the public convenience and

necessity mey roguire.

Neted ot San Francisco Celiforris
»

Decomber, 1926.

GO SSLONERS «




