
~7~fS 
1>oc1 sion No. .1 ') \.. • 

In 't.c. e ::.ra'ttar ot the A:PP11 cs. t1 on of the, 

P:wn..~UT:e: ':1.A:!'..::R CO!:!l?Jn, 
. , 

eo corpors.'tion, for permission to s.djct 
the ceter r:3.tes. 

:!. C .. :Randolph, for applicant .. 

~ph ~cGee, for Town of Plymouth. 

?lymouth Water company, a. corporation, applica.nt in the 

above entitled proceeding, 1$ e~ged 10 tho public utility busi-

ness of supplying water for domestic and commercial purposes to. 

the i::l..'!s.bi te.nts of the town of Pl~outh, in A,mador county. T.b.o 

application alleges in effect t~et the present r$tez for metore~ 

service tJ::e non-compensatory SIlo. 1n$tl.!:f1cient to :produce s.D. a.de-

qua.te rettl.rn upon the investment over $.Dd above tb.e maintenance 

aDd operating e~cnses end aepreciation. The CommiSSion therefore 

1$ requested to adjust' the present 'ratos fo:r. metered. sorvice'to 

provide a. fair retu.rn u:pon the investment. 

A p~blic heering in this proceeding was held at 21y-

mo~t.b. after all intereeted parties had. been duly notified snd. 

gi von SJ:l opportu.llity to be :present snd. be heard. 

?lymouth Water Company was organized ~d incorpor$ted . 
11l lSSl. The water supply is obte.1ned trom the Zllterpnze or 
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R1 tter Di tcll 'belonging to t.b.e ~e ond ErOOtLrt Esta.te company, :for 

which a :onthly ilet r&te ~barge of $75.00 is ~de. ~h1s ditch 

wo.e Ulstalled in the early d.aye to aUP,9ly water for mining pur-

poses ~d is etill used to some extent for mining at tb.e pro sent 

time. 71:;!.te::- ~$ p'.lm.peo. :f'rom t.b.e ditch by ~ cix inch c:entrifu.gal 

pump operated by-s 75 horse powor electric motor ~d deli~rod 

ei ther directly into tb.e tleills or into a. concreto dis-;:d. "outing 

reservoir of 300,000 gallons c~~~city, located ~t ~ elov~tion 

of a~proximately 185 fec-: coove the main business diztrict o~ 

the town of ~lymouth. At ODe time electric power for ~ing 

wes f~is.b.od Without charge b7 the Plymouth Consolidated Mlnes, 

Limited, in ro~ for fire protection end 8 smell amount of we-

ter fUrnished for domestic usc-ct the ~e. Recently how~ver 

this r::.illing property .bJ:l.s been acquired. by t.b.e Argonaut Mining 

Con::p6.llY, w.!:.icb. bas dispensed W1t.b. the use of ws.ter ='rom the Ply-

mOt1.th Water CO:ll'p$lly snd has very su"ostc.ntially :tncre.e.sod tho 

rate charged for electric power, X'es'Olti~g 1D axl incres.eed cost 

of operation for ~umpi~g. 
T~e distribution system consists of approximately 

19,000 teet of ma.ine rangiDg from 18 to 2 1nc.b.ez in d:ta.r.c.oter. 

including Co se!,~e.te b,1gb. :pr'ess:o.re fire mc.in leading directly 1n-

to tbe businoss section o~ tAo to~. On ~y 31, 1926, teero 

were 100 active con~crs on this system. 76 of which were me-

tered. Moters are now oeing installeQ on the remaining serv-

ices, and according to the testimony the systom will be complete-

ly metored before the end of this year. 

The'rates now in effect on tbis syatem were establizh-

ed. by the con::c:tissi on in its Decision r~o. 8848, a.~tlJd AJ?ri1 12, 

1921, ane are as ~ollo~z: 

~nthly Flat Rato0 

Residences and te:ements of not mOre than five 
roo~ ocenpied by siogle families. • • • • • 
(~dd1t1onsl charges for other facilities.) 
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Monthly M!n~ Meter Rates 

For 3/4 :tncb. and 5/8 inch mo,ters .................... $1.25 
For 1 1llch meter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. ... 2.25 
For It" " . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 3.00 
For 2 ~ ~ .. .. • .. .. • .. .. • .. .. ............ 3.75 
. - .. 

Mo~tAll Suantity Eates 

For 400· cubic feet or less per month .. .. .. • • .. • .. .$:1.25 
For use betv/eell 400 a:ad 1500 cubic :f'ec-t, p~r lOO c.~.. . .20 
For usc over l600 cubic feet, per 100 cubic foet .. .... .l5 

Prior to the establisnment o! the above rates this 

s7st~ was operated upon flat ~tc charges of $2.00 per mOllth 

for residences and stores. The unrestricted use of wat~r obta1n-

1ng under the :flat rate s~stem of e.ll.a.rgcs b.a.d resulted ill an in-

ad.equate supply of water for the requirements of too cor:am:ani~, 

ano. in the above deCision tb.e COmmios1on recommondod. tiJat steps 

be 'TlJld:.erts.ken by the utility for the :nete:r1ng o~ the s~tem. 

::ro va.lue-tion of tile physical pro~rt1es of tb.is a,'stom 

was presented by the utility other thsn tile sts.temellt set' out in 

the application 'in t.b.1s proc:eed1ng to the effect t.b.o.t t.b.e b.1stor-

:teal cost of tAfI propert~ at the time o~ the filing of the appli-

es. t ion e.mOtUl ted to approxiroo. to 1y $26, 624, wi th a:l &:I:ln'll8J. depro-

ciation :fcJJ.d smO'QJlting to $380. In tAis c.pp11ce.tion tho oper&.-
. . 

tins expenses for tho year 1925 v/ere claimed. to b.o $2,896.50 • . 
A report was presented by~ .. E. Savage, one of the Com-

mi.ssion's engin.eers, in which the eztima.ted orlgi:as.l cost 0'£ "tile 

system S3 o:t: July 51, 1920., Vias ! ~d to 'bo $25, 960, Wi. th 0. cor-

responding depreciat10n ~n.uity of $542, computed hy the 8i~g 

fuXld. method. st 5 POl" cent. ~.b.is valuatiOn. W$S based U~Il tho 

value of tAe :property amo'lln:t1llg to $22,124 ezts.olis.b.ed 'bj" t.b.& COm-

mission as o! November l, 1920, as tao rate base :tn its DeciSion 

No. 8848, referred to above, to weich net additions and better-

ments zuosequQ%lt t.b.ereto wero added.. T.ce report of tile Commis-

sion Ys engineer based upon ElJl ~oJ.ys13 of the a.ccountz of the 
. 

utility' and s. study of the o,erst1ng methods sot out ~e est1-
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mated reasonable annual costs o~ operation to oe $2,593 for t~e 

immedi~te fn~re~ Tho revenuos reeoiv&olo for ~o yeer 1925 

...... ere found to oe $3,300. Eased u:90n the fOl"ezoi:lg figa.res tho 

ope~tio~s for the year 1925 have resulted in a not return of 

appronmately .65 por cent. upon an illvesttlont of $25,966.. 

According to tb.e toetimony, in'192l this sys:tem servod. 

sPl'roxi::ns.tely 12·5 D.ctive cons~mers. At the :9r3S6nt time :'00 D.rO 

beins ser'7od. Z.b.is c Ota!:'!lllli ty =:.:ppc.rontly ie de:pencL"ent to 0. large 

degree upon the extent of actiVity 1Il the m1n1ng ind.us.try ill t.:le 

immediate vicinity. .u. tAO~gb. t.b.e num'ber of cons'IlDle.:rs .bss been 

gradually docreas illg for the past :fi va yoars, 1 t is c onf1dontl:r 

expected the. t the present renowal of mining o)?o.re.tiollZ in one ot: 

t.b.e cines a. t Plymouth, al tiloug.b. not upon o.:l extena1 vo sceJ.o at 

t.b.ie time, sb.ould re sul t 1::1 th 0 bringing 1n to· Pl,-moutb. of man,,:! 

new fllIllilies. 
Analys~s of the conditions sfrecting the operations of 

this uti 11 ty ind~cs.tes tl:l.e.t u::?on a complete moteriIlg o:! tAo sys-
tom the prosent minimum monthly charge tor metl)r()d. eorviC:o o~ 

$l.25 is in~dequate to en~ble the utility to 'be rosso~ably cOm-

:t)o:o.sated fo::- t.b.e earvice w.:ncll it must rander. unqc.estiombly 

an adjust~ent in the present ~te schedule mus~ 'be made 1!tb1a 

co~a.ny is to 00 required to conti~o in opera~ion and render 
proper ~d adequate service. 

Consideraole test~ony was introduced ~t the hearing 

to tb.e ef~ect that CODSUtlCrS residing at the .b.ig.b.er eleva.tions 

o'f the tOw:l .bz.ve received. vory Iloor and intorrl. ttont service as 

s result o~ the fo.i1ure of this -::.t1lity to operate itc pu.:mp ~ 

c.u!ficient lengtb. of time dUl'1ng the do.y to maint:l:i.n proper 

:!?re~$"J.re in the mains and s.n e.doque:te sup,ly of \"tater i:l the 

storoge ::eee::-voi:=". Oom!,lc.iIlt w~z also m:ldc to the ef!:oet t.b.c..t 

the water sorved from t.b.e reservOir wss disagreeable 1n tazto 



o.:o.d. of!ensi va i.n odor during the su=cr mOlltbz. ?o.rtb.cr eoc.-

pl~int wes made thet tt~ roe~onzible owner of this utility it 

~ non-rosident ~d docs not msint~ ~ lQcal ope~tor of the 

systa: for e ~tieiont length o~ t~e d.uring th~ dC7 to prop-

erly take cs.re ot the- opOr!l.tiOIl o! tAe -nator ~ystetl. It c,pponrz 

to tC.e Commission t.b.at it would be :ldv1se'ble for tC..iz utili t:r t~ 
obtc.in the serVices of e rosident of :Zl~01l.t.b. wb,o shall be em-

plo:yed for tl sufficient amOtUlt of time during oa.e.!:. day to enable 

.!:.im to proporly op~te tho cys:tom c.nd ~i:c.to.iJl adoquate sor'V1co 

to the consumers at all times. SUch Co representGot1ve should be 

Sovs.ilable Dot ,all times 1n <:cses ot emerget!e:y end given respOZls1-

ble c.b.s..rge of the loc$.l affeirs of ti!i~ utility. ~b.is eo~::.nY' 

Vlill be required. ~y the Co:::,nissioJ: to o~ore.to its p'tUrping pl~t 

i: such:;. m:lJ'ler as to proVide Dot sJ.l ti:tes during the d.ay and. 

night ~deq:t'Ulte sarti ee Dot ros.s otJ$. 'blc Pl'essur& t.l:l:ro.ugllout sJ.l 

parts o:t tho system., ine lud 1ng" tAe b.1gb.er olovations of the town. 

Water stored in'the resorvoir s.b.aa:ld be me.inta.ined reasonably 

nea.r mF'_"O mu.m. capaei ty be. t s.l:ould 'be conste.ntly e1rcula.tod t.b.rou.~

out the system in order to avoid. foul ~d. sts.gnc.nt wa.ter. 

A careful consideratio~ of tae eVidence presented in 

this ma~tor shows that tho sum of $25,966 is a reasonable rate 

base to be used. for the purposes of t.b.is proceeding, $.%ld. tl::l8.:t the 

sum of' $2,600 is $ reasonable allowance for the a.:r:mual c cst o:! 
, , 

maintenance and operation tor the i~d1ate fu~e. ~owever, tho 

testimony ~ther shows that tb.io syrrtem is dos1.go.ed: to serve n 

~ar greater number of people than reside in the co~ty at pres-

ent. T.b.e :awn'ber of constrCers J:w.s in recent 'Yoars shown a. eons1.d.-

er=.ble decroe.se, rather th.a.n the incros.so that sllo't%ld bo' expected 

undor :ormal conditions. IDlder these eircu:tStsnces a. full ret:t.r.n 

upon tte investment over Con,a above tho reas.onablo cost~ of mo.in-

tonance ond operation, ino~ding depreciati~, is not to bo 
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oxpected at this t1me. The ~to ~ixed 10 the accomp~yine order 

it is believed vnll result in prod~cing increasod rev~ue$ in 

t.b.e fo.ture and will also return 'by VI!).::; 0:£ interest upon the 1n-

vost::lmlt $J:l ~ount which u.:ad:er existi:o.g cirC'U.lnStances will be 

fair end reasonable. 

~he tollo~g fozm of ordor is rocommended: 

ORDER 
..- -- --- -.-, -

~lymo'lltb. 1:s.ter Corc:pany, ~ corporation, .b.a:rl.:o.g ms.de ap-

:plice.tion to tb.e :Rai'lros.d Commission s.s ont:t.tlod. abovo, a public 

.b.ea.ring .b.avi:a.g 'b.eo:l held thoreon, ~d tho mo.tter .ba.V1ng been sub-

:l1tted, 

It Is Hereby FOUIld es $. :B'a.et tba t the re.tes now chargod. 
, , 

by Pl:.r.noutll VI:J.ter Co~y, :.l. corporation, t:J.rO 'Cllj't:.st Q.lld. unree.s-

onable in $0 'far cs they differ from the rates heroin established, 

end tbat the r~tes herein establ1s~ed arc just ~d roasonable 

rates to be ehargod for tho sorviee rendered. 
Easing its order on tho !orego1ng !~ding of fact ~d 

on t.b.e further sta.temen ts of fact conta.1ned i:o. the opinion whie.b. 

precedos this ordor, 

IT IS e S&EDI O:2DZRED t.ba.t Plymout.b. Wo.t(lr Company, ~ eor-

l'ora.tion, 'b.o and it i.s .hereby s.uthor1zed Dond. directod. to file 

Wit.h this COmmiseion Within twenty (20) days from the date o~ t~i$ 
I , 

ordor, tbe follov~~g schedule of r~tes, to bo charged for all sorv1ee 

renderod to con$UI:ler$ on s.:c.d after Je:J:J:o.fJ:ry 1, 1927: 

Minimum Montblz Charges: 
5/.8 in~ meter ... ' •• 
rz.'!4 " " YI • • • • • • • ... .. • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . .. . . . . . . . 
1 "... '! ........ ................. . 
lZ " '!! .....',. .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
2: "' !! •••••••••••••••••• 

$2.00 
.2.25 
3.00 
5.00-
7 • .50 

Each of the foregoing "min1~ mo:thly cb.~ges" 
Will entitle the co:o.su.mer to the quanti ty o~ 
watQr which tbat minimUm charge Will purchase 
at the follov~ng monthly ~antity rates: 
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~onthly ~ntity Eates: 

500 cubic ~eQt or less .. . .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. • $Z.OO 
500 to 1500 cuoic fElet, per 100 cubic feet. .. .25 
1500 to 2500 n " " " " " .20 .. .. 
2500 to 5000 " " " " n " .15 '. . ~ ~ - . .. 
Over 5000 " " " " " " .13-

~ "' ~ .. . .. .. 
~ . 

~I?3 :s:!DR!..:1'TS on :ne.i:c.s 4 ille.b.es in di~etcr or 
larger, ::ter montA. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. . $1.75 

:E'IEE :aJDBANTS on msins leee than 4 illches in dia:n-
eter, per month. '.. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 1.25 

All v/a-ter for street and roa.d. cptinkl1l:!.g ~030S, 
per 100 cub:tc feet .. .. Of .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .... .15 

pa.ny, £:. corpora.tion. b.e e.nd it is hereby d.ireeted to file- Wit.h 

this Commission, Wi thin tb.irty (30] d:c.ys from the date of this 

order, rulos and re~lations to govern relations With its eonzum-

ors, ~cn rules and re~lation3 to become effoctive upon their 

a.cceptance "oil this Commiseion. 

For all other ~urpoaes the effective d~to of this or-

der shell be twenty C 20) dayo fron:. and after tho date !leroof. 

The foregoing opin1o.a ~d order ~o .b.oreb~ approved and 

ordered filed az the opinion and ordor of the 3nilroad Comm1seion 

of the state of Califor.nia. 
;-c:-

Dated ~t Ssn Francisco, Califor:ois, t.b.is 17 d.~ 

of Deee~bor, 1925. 
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