
Decision No. 
" ~:; .~.-:. ~ , 

) 
In the Matter ot the Investigation ) 
on tho Commission's own motion 1~to ) 
the reasona.bleness ot pro~o$cd ::::linitlum ) 
clearances on railroa~s und street ) 
~&ilro~~s ~~th reference to side st~c- ) 
:tures, overhea~ .structures, parallel J 
,tracks and. oroosings of railroads, ) 
street railroa~s, streets and public ) 
highways. ) 

------------------------------) 

'~.:~ 

Case No. 2290. 

Fred E. ~ett1t, Jr., tor the Los J~geles & salt Lake 
Railroa.d Co:npany. 

Frank Karr and Z. J. Poulds, tor the Southern ?aoifie 
COr:lPa.:y, Paoific Electric RailV\l3.y Cot:pany, Peninsular 
Railway CO::::lpany, S~ Jose Railroads, Stockto~ Electric 
Eailway Com~any, Fre~no Traction Com~~y, Central 
Calitorni~ Traction Comp~y and Visalia Electric 
Ra.ilroad Co:npa.:c.y. 

J~es s. ~ore, Jr., tor the Western PacifiC Railroad 
Co~pany, Tidewa~er & Southern Railvmy Company and 
Sacr3.::::lento Nort~ern Rail,vay. 

,'.7. W. Xcl1y and E. ~. Lucey, tor ~e Atchison, Topeka & 
Sa=. ta Fe F..a 11 way C Or:ll'o..ny • 

R. fie ~val, tor the Pa.cific Gao a.nd Electric Com,any. 

B. :PO. i1ood3.rd a!ld E. R. Davis, tor the San J'oaquin &: 
3astern Railroa~ Co~~any. 

E. S. Crittenden, for the Brotherhood of Railroa~ 
Train:nen, 3rotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
Brotherhood ot Locomotive Fire~en ~n~ Engine.men 
and the Order ot Railroa~ Conductors. ' 

" 

James T. Sll:!w, ,tor the Pacific Teleyhone and. Telegraph 
Company, the .. -Sacra:::lento Valley Telephone Company,. 
United'States Long Dictance Telephone and Telegra~h 
Company and the Southern California Tele~hone com~any. 

A. T'erkell, tor the Californ1a Inde~endent Telephone 
As::.ocia tion. 

A. :.:. Re:ni:.gton, :ror the pa11torniaGl"Ovle:t"Z and Shipperz 
Protec~1ve Leagtie. . 

S. P. Fozter, :ror ~he Market street ?~i~'my Co~pany. 
','" ", ,. 

Fuller L. ~~ller, tor the Industrial Accident 
Com:nission of the :;'S".;3, te ot Californ1a. 

F. R. Hicks, '!or the NorthVlcotern "Pac1t1c .Railroad 
C'otll'any. 
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~ A. Mitchell, tor the San Francisco-Sacramento 
?~ilroad Comp~y. 

3. ,E:. Maggard, tor the Petaluma. &. Santa. Rosa P..a.ilroad 
CO::J.pany. 

E. P. Eell, for the Key System ~ranslt Com~any. 

,J. o. Sny~er, tor the South;\:~.~ San Francisco Belt Rail
way COllll)3JlY .,""'" 

" 

C01Z1aSS:ONER: 

OPINION 

rus is o.:c. investigation instituted on the Com:niozion's 

07Jn ,:lotion, as to proper :ninir:lUI:l clearances to b'e ~ron~ed on rail-
'-

roads an~ street railroads, with reference ~o side structures, ovcr-

hea./! structures, parallel tra.cks, and -crossings ot railroadz and 
street railroads with public roads, highways and streets, necessary' 

to reasonably sa!eguar~ the he~th and catcty ot the cm~loyees, ~~s-

'sengers and customers ot common carriers and ot tho public. 

?ublic hearings vlere held at San Fl'ancisco on November 30th 
'. 

"and/.Dece::locr 3rd, 1926. 

The tirst order issued by the Comml.ssion,wllich dealt '1r1th 

railroad clearances, wao made ettective January let. 191Z, ~d w:iI.$ 

designated as ~eneral Or~cr' No. 26. ~s General Order was revicedp 

'being,issued as General Order No. Z6-A, effective A~r1l 15, 192:.5. 

Among the con~t1ons caking necessary the revision 01" General Order 

no. 26 at that time was the tact that clearances relating to el~e

trical co~structio~ therein provi~ed had been superseded by 

General Order No. 64. Rcpre~entationc have trom time to time been 

-made, on the part ot intereste~ ~artiec, ,to have certain prov1cionz 

in General Order No. 26-11. changed, these r'epresontations having, in 

some cases, come trom. the carriers and in some cazes trom the 

employees of carriers. ~b.e pOints ra.ised. c.ppeared to b'e ot suffi-

(:,ient importa:o.c:e to just1t7 3. caretul ztucly on the 
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Comm.i~ion·ts Engineering :Department into the wholo matter ot ra.11-

roaa clearances. TAis stndy included consultation With representa-

tives ot =any o~ the carriers, as well as representatives ot railroad 

employees. As a result ot these studies and conterences there was 

drafted oy the Cocmission'c Engineering Department a proposed General 

Order on this :~ubject, wl'lich was introduced at the hearing on Novem

ber 30th an~ il1entitied. in- this proceeding as Commission f's ~b1 t 

No. '1. 

Dllrillg tho course ot the hea.ring on tha. t dB. to 1 t .. va.:;: sug-

gested by certa.in ot the parties at interest that the t'or:nal :pr()ceed-, 

ings might be shor~ened by having ~ cocm1ttee representing 'the' 
, .~~ . 

carriers go 1~to an 1ntorca.l conference w1 tll representative 0:" the 

railroa~ employees an~ the Commissionrs engineerz both ~s to princi

ples and. az to details involved in Commi~sion!s ~,b1t No. 'J.. SUch 
• 

I" .-

.' .• $. con:Cerence was, accordinglY'p arranged and it vras stipula.ted tbat' 

evidence at the adjourned hearing be restricted to those ~roTls1ons 

ot the proposed order on which the committee could not agree. 

At 'the 3.d;~our:oed hearing, on December 3, 192&, Comtl1ssiont~ 

~bi t No • .2 WOoS :prese%:lted, which embodied a.ll the provisions upon 

which tlle cont'erence was able to agree. It developed that the con-

~erence -was unable to agree on the ~tter ot relating the c~oarances, 

as measure~ ~rom the track, to the maximum sizesot ~reight cars,and 

other ec;.ui:;tment o:perated over the tra.ck. CO!::l1.:lissioll '$ ~ibi t No.2, 

i~ its entirety, is $ati3tacto~ to an~ approved by the Co~i$$1ont$ 

engineers a:~ the ra11roa' employee reprezent~tives, ~~th the re

servation that should the Cownios1on not see ~1t ~o 1c61u~o the ~b-

sections ':lhic:c. relate the clearances to the r:lCXiI:lum siz.ez of freight 

an o:pportu.ni ty VloulC. bo 

desired '!or the introduction ot fUrther te:::ti:nony n.s to what wo'llJ.e. . , 
in t~t event, be reazonable overhead an' $i~e cle~~ances. 

The entire matter, theretore, has been re~uced to one is~e; 



namely, the principle of relating cl'e::a.l"ancez as meo.s'Ored trom the, 

track -:0 the maxim'U.!ll size::. of freight cars and other equipment 

ol'era.ted or :prop'ozed to be operated. over that tra.ck and the m.s..nner 

o~ c~ng that issue into ef1'ect .. ~e carriers opposed the'in

clusion 01' paregra:phs inten~ed to '~l~ce that ~rinciplo in, effect 

because of alleged practical ditricultiec which it was contended. 

~uld ~e the order unworkable. 

In discussing this issue, it a~~oarc appropriate to 

consider first the reasonableness of the principle involved, and, 

second, the practicability of the rules proposed. . ~,~, ..... . ' ~. 

Ur. ~. L. Burcl'"..halter, First Ass1stant General Mallager of 

the Southern Paci!ic Company, who acted. as Chairman of the Carrierz T 
.1"1,' 

Cocmittee ~t the con~erence, stated without qualification that the 
, -

clearance re~irements were Qan1testly related to. the size o:r,e~p~' 
t.,111 

~ent - in other words, that the clearance which controll~ the 3a~ety 

'ot operation vms the net clearance between the side or top of e~p

:ent 'and the fixed. struc~es along th~ line o! railroad. Mr. J. W. 

Williams, Cbiet Engineer of :he ~estern Paei!1c ~Llroad Com~any 

likewise stated. ths. t overhead and. sid.e clearances. on railroa\1s. are, or 
neeessi ty related. to the size oJ: equi pmen t. Nowhere in the record 

. ws.stou:ld anything to the ettect that 'tlUs is not. true, and it .. muzt 

be conclu~ed, theretore, that the prinCiple ot basing railroad clear

's.nees': upon the size of equi~men t transported over the tr3.CK s..!:t'ected, 

is sound. 

" , 'Tc.r.c:ing now" to the considera. tioD. o:t the praetica.bili ty of 

the rules which 'are pro~osed oy the Cocmission's engineers ~d which 
.. ' 

are urged by re~resentativeso! r~ilroad em~loyee$, tor the earrying out 

o~ thiz pr1nciple. 

Mr. E\:rcJ:l:l.al ter stated' that, in his o:pin1ori.~ clearances ::houl.d 

be based upon ~$urvey o! the eq~pment in operation ~t the time that 

the clearance ':18.:; being, determined, and too. t 'the opera tiol?- o! .a. rev: 



cars o~ larg~ . dimen~ions should not necessarily con~rol. He 

cOlltena.e~ tba tit would be impracticable tor the railroads in 

Ca11~orn1s to embergo cars exceeding ~1~teen ~eet in height or 

ten teet six inches in width, to avoid having their clearance 

stan~ automatically changed by the movement ot larger equip

ment tb..a.n intendec., and that the cost o:t trans1'erring loa.ds at 

the gateway, by the receiving railroad, would be unreasonable. 

He was ot the opinion that the railroa.ds 01' the country, workiDg 

,tl;rough', the .A:ler1can· Railvvay Associa.tion, were et:f:ectively tak.1ng 

care o~ the size ot eq,uipment in their dezigns o:t stanea.rd box 

cars to which the member railroads had agreed.. Mr. William$~ 

~ter conC'O--ringwi th Mr. Eurckhal ter, f'a.rther stated tba. t in his 

opinion the Co~s$ionp i~ it tound ~bat the larger equipment had 

beenplace~ in operation by the carriers, coul~ readily ~d at any' 

time revise the order to provid.e adeCluate clearan.ces 1'or such 

larger e~pment. 

The :ecord $hows that in August, 1926, there were in the 

trni ted Sta.tes 5,886 1'reight ears having a height to l"'Ilnning 'board 

greater than t1~teen teet, ot w:01ch 4,.016 belonged to th~ Southern 

Pac1tic an~ ~on ?acitic, two railroads having lines in Cal1~o~a. 

',On the other band, it ap~ears that 1n'191Z there were only ZlS cars 
" ':.~ ~ .' . " .. 

, :in the whole United States hav.ug ouch a. height. In Augc.st, 1926. 
'" 

".:,_,~:::,there, were 20,. 426 treieh t cars having an overall wi d th greater tha.n 

ten teet six inches, or which ~4~2S2 be~onge~ to the came two ear

riers. In ,1912, there were 7 ~o79 such cars in the "O'ni ted States 'ot 
which onl~ ZOO belonge~ to lines located in Calitornia. 

Tnroughout the record there appears no positive stat~ent 

or pre~ction that tne size 0: treight cars will not 1ne~ease, ~l-

t:o.ough the evidence shoW's that progressive steps are being taken 

'by the J.::.lcrican aa.11way Azsoeiation to 'bring about a standard1za.-, 

t1on. The evidence ~ther_~hows that tho_weztern railroa~~ . ' 

.) . , .. "" ,.. "'J •. ) 



" 

par.ticularly the Southern Pacific an~,Union Paoitic, have been the 

,lea.e.e~s in, building' t'b.'e larg.e:",:.:~Q.uipmen~. Testimony o:t the rail-
,< 

rQa~ wi~e~zes tllat the size otequi:pmcnt, from the railroa.d.':;: view-
... 

point, is l1Qited,by the size or the o:pen1ng through which th~ e~~-.. 
ment will physica.lly move, and that :physicaJ. clearance "on the 

eastern lines'is much smaller than that on the westc~~appears to be 

oorne 'out by the tendency ot some ot the western roadc to such 

l~ger eQ.uipment. 

The position of the earriers, that the :prol)osee. ru.lcs' 

would be i~:practical of application, appears to be ~inly based. 

upon the a1lege~ ~f'!1'cul ty ot ~eter::in1ng whether or not treight 

ca:r~ reoeived from oonnecting railroads at gat~Y3 were o~ a size 
~ ... 

whioh would require an adjuztment o'! elce.ra.nce ste.ndardz 'C"ur1ng the 

title 3Uoh 03.rS were op~ra ted ontraokz looa ted in C311!ornia. 

Mr. :Bu.rcJcha.l ter~ c1ur1ng his: testimony made rete!"e:l.ce to 
, . ' 

the do~ent published ~ontbly ana ~~own as the ~lway Equi:pment 

Regizter", vl1 tb. tJ:.e comment til$. t the publioa t10n was unique in t~t 

the dimen:::io:J.z ot the ::10ro tban 2.000'~OOO trcight cars'ot"the.;· 

United. States were individually listed therein, available ~or ready 

re:!erenoe. Zb.e t'igurez previouzly g,uoted taJten t'rom this ~ou.roe zbow 

tlla t Cal1:f'orn1.a ·r.....11roadz own the bulk ot the existing io.rge~ equi;p

mente No ~oubt come ot the remaining l~rge e'lui:pment listed'1: 'in· 

.s:peeio.l serviee c.nd not !lorcally- :::ubjeot to interohanee.~e small 

num:b'er of ,treigb. t cars remaining above the limitation of ~jj.1~;;', . , 
I ~.' 

::len tionea., "7hic:b. are not controlle~ by the vIes tern roads a.nd. are in . 

in tercjl3.nee~", can 'be e.etermined through the medi'W:ll ot the "Railwa~,.·~. 

Zquipme~tacgisterrt. 

The tendency mentioned above aD~oars to be for the wezt-

ern roads to aOCluire larger cg,ui:pment tl:lan the eo.ster~. It 1l1'1'e~z 

therctore toat the 'California ,lines C3nrea~ly make' their. deeisio~ 
.. .1'" .... ' 

as. to which, of said· equipment ~tb.ey desire to regtllarly interoha:lge 
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such decision provide proper clearance for. :f\:lt'tlre ccn-

stl"'Oct10n. 

. .~hese ;facts? when conzidered with the exact restr~.ct10n$ 

i:posed by the language of the Order? would indicate that most of 

t~e force that may lie in tbe objections rnised b~ tbe carriers is 
t·' . 

not because o! any inherent oper~ting difficulty, but more becsuse 

o!'S r~luctsnce on the part oi t~e carriers to ta~e the responsibility 
. .. 

pt incurring certain roadway and structural increszed costs which mDst 

be incurred if the saQe msrgin of operating safety i3 to be caintained 

as bas coen m&int~illod in the past and at the same time take advantage' 

ot~ such ac'onomies's$ :w.y'sccrue d.ue to the oporatio21 of lal"go,~ equipment • 
. , 

The proposed order merely ~kes it mand~tory for e~ch carrier to, data%'-
;' ',.' 

milie' for itself the size of equ1J?:::l~nt tb.&t it desires to oper,ate on any 

particular trsck and, having made that determination, to provide such .... 
~ . ~ 

CO"l:lstriction standards &.$ 1.1'%'e necessary to permit ot reasona.blj" sfJ~e ' 

operstion VJiti:l that size of eq,uipment. In the ovent that a~IlY'partictllsr, 
'w ...... '", 

situation arises thst would result in an 'Onrt3ssoDD.ble burden upon the 

car~ie:r, if these provioions are applied, Section·' XII of the. l'r~:pose~~,;, 
• I + ~ .. , 'f 

Gener&l Ordor points the way wile:reby relief may 00 ootai:c.od' it "the V.ll~ 
~. :: .. , ,~ ',.' '". . 

reasonableness of the order in that :p~rticular case can be ~o~orly es-
.. ' .', , .,',. " 

tablished. It, therefo:re, appears that there is little merit in'~he con-

tent10ll of the railrosd witnes:;:os test the proposed. :rules would be 1t:.-
, . . 

practica.ble. 

?ort:o.e:rmor~, it is evident that unless 30::e provi3ions',~ $U"ch 

~s the rules proposed, ar~ included in the order, the very th1nS wAich 
" .. ' .. ,' 

the orda:r pUrI'orts to gove:rn \Ifill r·~:n&ill ung,overned, in that the car-

riers :8Y, without consult~g th~ public gc~ety and without a, con3idera-

ti~on, of the costs involved in providing adeq,uato clearance, proceed 0.3 

they hav~ ~one in the pust to build e~uipment cased upon the gi:~ of .... . ' . 
'. structures through whi.ch the eq,u1p:nent will ph7sieally' ::lOV~, r~ther th.::.!l . " 

oase~ ~~on tD~ o~oration through or ~djacent to structures with rea.son-

~ble safety to the f:lrnployees .:l:ld the publi c.' I am, of the opinion thst 
• , ..... .i,.", . "'.. ., 

the ssfetj' o'!· tb:e public generally, und o;f tee employees of the vo.riouo . .." .... 
• '411, ,~ 

carriers' he:reb:r affected ci.emands the action in. this 'connection which is 
, ,1"" 

. ~ , 
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~he following torm of or~er ic, theretore, recommended: 

ORl>ZR 

An investigation having been insti~te~ on the Commission's 

ovm ~otion az to the ~roper minimum clearancoz to be provided by 

ra1lroaas an~ street railroads with reference to side structures, 

overb.eao. structure:;, parallel tracks, an~ crossings. of rai1roaA.s and 

street !"2.ilroad.s 'Iii th :public roa.ds, highways and streets, :public 

~earings having ceen held t and the matter being under submission and 

ready :Cor decision, the Railroad COnlm1SSiOll of the S,tate ot California 

hereby finds as a tact that the proposed rules and regul~t1ons estab

lishing min~ clearance tor railroad and street railroad t~cks~ and 

stro.ctures ad.jacent thereto, as prescribed in this Commission's, General .' 
Order No.2&-B, are reasonable, jUst and necessary tor the pu~11c health 

~d sa~ety. Basing'itz order on the above ~indings or !act~ 

IT IS E3?..EBY OP.!)ZRED tha.t all constru.ction, reconstru.ction 

and ~~eration ot railroad and street railroad tracks, or structures 

adjacent thereto. coming within the jurisdiction o~ tbis C~cmiss1on 

on ~d a~ter Jan~~ 1, 19Z7, shall conform to nRe~atio~s Govern

ing Cl~.eez on Railroado and Street Ro.ilros.~ with ref'erenceto 

si~e structures, overhea~ structures, ~arallel tracks an~ cro$Sin~$ 

ot .. :public roads, highways and street::::'" prescribed by the Ra.1~r~~~~ 

Co.~issiono! the S.ta te of Cali to rnia. in its General Or~er No .26-B. 

The efteotive dAte ot this order 3b.s.ll be J~ry 1,.~g.27. 

the toregoine opinion &nd order are hereby ~pproved and 

or~ere~ tiled as the o~inion and order ot the P~rlroa~ Commiszion 

ot t~e S~~te of Calitorni~. __ ~ 

~ tee. :J. t San Francisco, Calitornill, this 27 .. :~y ot 
Decembor, 192:0.. 



. General Order 
No. 26:B 

RAILROAD CO~SSION O? TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

REGUL.tI.TIONS GOVERNnm CLE1-~CES ON RlU:LROADS 
i8D S'~~Il! illtRo.t\.D~ wI/hi !ili.£o'.::;~£ci TO sib.!!: 

:;;Tr~u CI~Uru:~, OVE,RP..l:!1I..D ::>1~RfJ C'~U ~S ? ~H/"'h:'t. . 
ItR1~ck~ AL'J.D cRossrHGs O:b" 15V~LIC 

ROADS, HIGHWAYS ... 'iliD ;:)1.rRl::~'.l!S 

I,ssued under Authori t;y ot :E>ublie 'O'ti~i ties A.ct. 

Eftective ____ ~J~a_n~na;r~L_~1~,~1~9_2_7_. __ __ 

I~ IS :a:EP.nY ORDE.'q,ED 'by the Railroa.d. Commissiono'! th'e 

·State ot California that th~ mini~ clearance, requirements ~or 

railroads and. street railroads hore1n~ter :prescribed shall here-· 

atter be o'bserved ~ this State in all construction or-reeonstrue-

tion ot tracks, or struc~es adjacent to tracks. 

IT lS 'EE..1EBY ~ ORDEP.ED tha:t no railroad. or street 

railroad corporation shall o~erate any cars, tr~nz, ~tor~, eng1n~$ 

.or other e~ui:pment over its own or other tracks, on wllich overheo.~ or 

sid.e ,eleo.rances, or cleuances 'between tro.cks, are le'$s than the 

minimum ·herein :,tresc:1.bed., it such tracks, or stru.e"tures ao.~a.cen't to 
, , 

such tr$.cks, were constructed or reconstructe~ ·s'O.o·s·equ:ent 'to, 'the 

e~!ective ~te heraot. 

(a) The ~imnm overhead clearnnce above the to~ of 

rail of railroad. .a:c.d street re.il::,oa.~ tr$cks, w.b.ieh are used or 

:proposed. to be u::ed, tor tr2n~:po:::,til::e freight ~rz, tor all. 

ove:he&d structures, oxcept as b.ere inotter prescribed., she.ll be 

twenty-two (22) feet. 

(b) :Che overhc£lA. clee.re.llce above top ot :::-ail of such 

tr~cks located inside ot entirely encloze~ build~ez ma~ be re

duced. to eighteen (1$) ~eet provid.ed. that this clearance sb:Ul a:p-
... 

:ply only to tracZs ter.:lino. tine wi thin the 'b'U.~1d.1ng, 3lld turthcr 
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proVid.ed. tha. t when au overhooo. cleo.ronee ot' ~ess thtul 

twenty-two (zz) teet is; established., on tracks inside· such . ", . " . . .. . ~ , 
~. . 

en-:irel.j'" enel.os.c4. buil.d1ng, alJ. ears, tra.1ns, motors, eng1nes 
" ... ... ( ..... 

or other eq~:9ment" s:oD.ll. be" brought:· to ~:'sto1" betdre entering 'j. ...... ! 

such enclosed bu1?-~g, the con~i :tion.s prov1.d.ed. to. re.q.uire such 

sto~ ~o.~e ~pprove~ by. the Commission. 
,'". ' . " 

(c) OverheoA. c~ears.nce$. ~uthoriz&(l. in this section 
.,' '. '.. ' • ...• ":1'" .' . " / " .' 

are a.pplicable oriJ.y to t.ro.cks on which tre1.ght' ears' ll::s.v1l:li. 
:" 

3. ooight to rtmnjng b03.rd. 01: t1t'teen:. (15) ,teet or lezs..,:x,re· 
.' 

t'ranZl)ortaa.. On tracks over ,which :cre1gb.t c~rz ot graD-ter, 

heigl:l.t ~ tr.msported or :proposed to be trons.:9Ortoo.· ... m1.n1=m 

overhead clec....""SlJ.ees shO.ll 'be 1nc:-a:r.s.ed by' CU'J.: amomt not'~lezz 

than such additional height. 

II. SInE ~CES:: " '. 
" 

(s.) .: ~~mwn sid.e·' ele:x.ro.ri'ces ~rom. center, line; of' t&:c.gent·, 

'ste.nda~'·gD.uge: r"'..J.lroad. 3lld street ro.ilroa.d tracks," vth1ch"'a:e 

., used' or proposed to ·be useo. tor tr3.1lS,port1l:l€ ~reight, C3.rS, ex-,.. 

'C'ept 'as herein:l:t'ter :preser'J.beo.. aha 11 be a.s'sh.own.:''be1ow.:·'' 

.... , ... .', 

.Item Description 
, . .,..' , 

. lttn1rmun ',S:t~e 
Cle~e from 
eentGr line 0-: 

.trae1c. 
, " . " 

1. All strnctures, 'exce~t those speei~1call~ 
mentione<1 bolovl • • • • •. • •..• • • • • .. 

Note: - It'is recorcme:c.d.e<1 that :posts." :p1:pes, 
'W2.r.I11ng 'z1gllS o.n.~ other 3m"'" 'obstruc
tions" J~.ere practicable, ha.ve a...;cl.ee.r- , 
cnce of ten (10) teet trom cen~er line 
o~ t~ck. 

z. Plattorms • 

.. ,(l •.. Eight (,e) inohes or less a.bove top o~ 
m1J. ~. ~ ~ ~'. • •.• • '. • • • • • • •• 

B. . O:l.e . (I) foot :u.ne (9') inches or less 
above, top, of' rail • • • • • • • • .• 

• • , ', • " .. "~I .. 

c. Four (4) teet or less. ::t.bove top ot· 
" ra3.J." ••••••• '., •••••• ;. • 

~,''\ , .. ... 

5' .>6'" ,.. ,.., 

" 7' 3"" 
, ~ 



M1n1::ln::m Side 
Cle3.mnco.!l"om 
eell. tel" ~me of 

track. 
J). Four (1j t"oet, six (6) 1.::..:he,$ 0:' less a.bove 

to~ o~ ro.U when, use~M:pr1nc1Jto.lJ.y tor load
ing or tr.:cl.Oll.d.ing retr1gel"ator oars •••• 

!2:.!.: Stcppe(l ltlo.ttor:ns comb1r ::tng two or more 
, of the s..'bove ;platf'or:n clearances. not 
. parmi tted:..· '/' '. 

Exist i%lg , :p la t1: Ol"!llZ heret ot ore la.W:rc.l.l;( 
c on$tructe~ 1n cOl:lplio.nce v..:i til. ,the cJ.eaz
o.nce in e1:toct at the time o~ construction,' 
~ be exte~e~ ~t tho existing clea~cet 
provid.ed ths. t such c'leara.nce shall not be 
less tha.n six (6) teet six (6) inches; trom 
the ce~ter line or tr.a~k. . 

3. Polos:' 

'A.' Poles: 'su:p:port~ 'l;rolley contact conductors.·· 
ze.;p;plying moti va I>0wer to t:r:o.cl<: ~ected, it 
of bracket c~stl'"Uct1on.. on e1tller:;g:1ngle or' 
c10uble min tro.ck,. • • • • • • • • .. • • ... 

E. ?oles $U~~ort1ng trolley contact conductors 
3u!,:?ly1;o.g mot1 ve povter to tnck a:Ct'ected~';t(jr . 
:loll typez. ot const:-uction (other th3n bracket 
construction) adjacent to moill. tracks. ~cl tor 
all ty';pe$ at .constroction (includill8 br:l.cket 

. constra.ct10n) adjacent to ::lJ.l tracks other 
th3.n ll'la1l:t tracks • • • • • •.• • • • • • •• . 

c. All oth~ po~es • • •• • • • • . 
••••••• 

" 
4. Through Bridges: sUl'vo:rti:cg track atf'ecte~ and. 

Tililiiffi '. • • • '. • • • • .~'.. • • • • .' '., .;'M :.~ • • 

5., :Bloek Sig:i2.ls ~ SWitch Stands. , , 

A. 
. , 

Switch boxe.$ swi teh o:perat1:c.g mec.bzo.1zms.,. ano.
o.ceessories. neeess.a.r.1 tor the control anCL opera
tion o~ s1 gJAls and. 1nt erl.ockers :pro~ect1ng , ... ' . 
tour (4) inc,hes. or 10:3 above the to~ ot ro.il .:'3f . O~ 

.. B. Block .s.ie;oals o.nd. switoh stands three (S) 
~eet or le,3S abo·ve ··top'of l'O.1i"::x:c.d,"'loca:teCL 'be
tween tracks. wJ:l.e::e no~ praet1eablo to :provide 
clearances othervnae :prescribe~ ~ this order .. ~ 

c. All other blo'ck z 19c.als and· sw1 teh s:tands ,~, 

Note: In order to bri~ 3m teh stanl1 targets - into clear vision where, pole lines are 
or.have been constructed ct legal cloar
snce on railroa.~ operate~ by overhead 
trolley c~taot the ~bove clearance ~ 
.3.PJilied,·to switch z~6.s T1J!J.y be red.uced 
to seven' (7')"teet' iix (61" i:c:C:a.cs.· ' 

•••• • ..-. /III ' -, ,."" No ~'." ....... 
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'.' ~ 
," ... 

.1 •• , • 

~hrO~:sridP:es;" E:o.nd. Rails, Water :Ba.rrels~ 
an~ ~~e P1i~~or.ms on, Eridges an~, ~restles, 
~ater CO ~S, o~l CO~Umns, 3~oek Si~S, 
ca~tle GUards an~, Cattle Chutes, or ~ion$ 
thereoi, zour (4)'~ee~ oriess above top o~ 

,.' 

rail mar have cleo.l'3.::loee deoreased. to the ex
tent de!'1ned by ~ line extend.ing ~i:l.goDolly 
u:p~ :trom a ~o1nt level with tho _. top ot rail 
and. :tive: (S)"teet C!.istant late:ro.lly:Crom cente.:r 
ltne' o:C track ~o a point tour (4) ~eet ~bove top' 
ot raii' and. eigc,-: (8) teet distant 'la.te:ra.1l7. .' 
trom center line of track, :proV'1ded. howev:er. '. 
that the minimum clea:rance tor such R:l.ud. Rs.Us. shall 
be seven (7) tee t :3 ix (6) 1llche s: and the m1nimwn
clearance~tor'tenees of Cattle Guards shall be s~ 
(6J feet nine (9) inches.. 

s. All other objects and: articles. • • • ..... ,. •• S' 6ft' 
.... ~. ' j' 

-(b) "All' minima.m side eleal"S.nces :prescribed. 1n this '. . 
section are ~ t~r -tangent t~Ck.:' In"'·gene~·,.~ st:..:uetu:re's ~.:.d': 

, . 

~3.ee:c.t t,O' c't'U'Ved tra?k zhall ~v~ 0. :llin1mc.m 3i.de" ·el~ra.ne<t one 

(1) toot 'greater than the equivalent m1n~ side c~e~ee re-
~ t " ," • • ".. '. .' . , 

quired. tor, ta:lsent track. W.o.ere space .. 1e." l.:im1:ted.~; the 1:J1D1mum 
, 1,. ·°':1,,1 ~:, .. ,~ .... , • , '. ',\0, ... "t .... ',' J .),.' 

si~e c1e~ranee ~or structures adj~cent to t~eks ~ not over 
',... :,.:..... '. .' '* .,.. If , .... • ' .. ., ..' , • .:.,... " ... _' 4 ", ~. ... ... ." 1'- • , • 

. . twelve (lZ) ~~e' curva.ture 3ml~ be tho same. :J.$ torta:c.gent .. .... ",,", 

track," 'b'IJ.t'· :L:C':"ov'er" twelve, (12.) ... ,degree. ·curvatUl"e~, ... one":qua.rtor ('J:./4) 
'. ' 

~ ~ 

1::.c11 3b.a.ll be: ad.~e~ to the e:<3.ui~ale)lt m1:l.1l:xa.mz1de clea.:t':lllce re-
• . ' • <1', 

q'U.1r~ tor tangent track .tor each .~ogree· ot.the. cUrV"e. Where 
II • .,.., 

., ." '. ,.. r ,. ...' • • ~,. .",. 

track conta~ s~relevat1on, minimnmsido ole~cea sball ~e 
If' • • ,~. " " ,',I.'.. .' ~ .p' .;. ,~., ",,1 ~~' 

increa.seo. a.3 necessary to give the e.quiv:Uent cle~cea bc.sed on .. , , .,,' 
tangent track ... , · ~ ( 4 ' •. <IIIt/' "'" 

,'" 

, (c-) . the center line ot ~ 'tracjc .'c.onztr'llcto<l. 1l:,,::.nd·· 

o.lOl:l.g.o. :public street zho.l~ .be at least .. ten 0.0), teet trom .the .. ;p::ool'":" 
~ ., 

erty line' ot said. public 'street. or it the 'street h:l:z a' ~vltully es-
+ "\0. , ~ 

. , ,,-i';' . 

te.b11shed curb lille, the track mtJ.Y'be l::.1d With 'it's 'center l:1.ne 
." ' 'f ,. • .;. , '., ',. .. 

less than ten '('10)' teet trom saia. liro~ertY' "line~;··:provi4ed. the center 
.. ' .. I 'JO.'. 

~ ~ 

l1ne ot trc.ck be 'at 'least ten (lO) teet trom "the lo.W!ully esta.blish-

ed; curb line, ~~ %lot:otherw1s~' 1~1o.. 'i;:iv1oJ.a.t='on. o:r"e:i.:s- ei~~ce 

."'. , ....... 
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The ·J;"o.r,pose o:C this section is to 
. • '," .,~ ..... "'. ,,;' " ' .. r. " .••. ',"'.. 11#" 

p::.-ov1d.e a. .. spa.ce .in. eaoh ;publiC: street inwhioh· :pole 1in&.:: ot 
'. "01 ... ,'" j ,,,.,, ~.",. """ •• ' ". 01 • ,.'" 

:9Ublie, .. uti11ti,e,s ma.y be ,ere.c.:t.ed ~d1e.vrtul"'cle3.r::rnoe wit:a. 

ra.11roc.d. tncks· ms.intai:o.e~ 

(d) Log 'rollV13.Y's. m:J:3' be erected. @.d ~t3.!:l.ed. with 1m-
. '. 

~D4-"'-ed. clea.rz.:c.ee when a.d.~3.eent to tracks o;pel'ate~ e.xel.usively 
., ' 

'tor ,logging p~oses. 

(e) ¥1rl1n:ra,m side elea.ro.nees :::.uthorize.d. in thl,:s section 

S-~ ~:ppJ...ie~ble only to tracks" on which fre.ight e.a.r- hO.vi:c.g a. . 
maximum"overall width not greater tht.,n ... ten ... (lO~ teet.,six (0) .. ' 

inohe::: are t.ro.nsported. .Ontl"O.eks ovo-r wh1eh·:treieJ:l:t. e~~ot 

grea.ter 'width a.re trans:;>orted or proposed. to be ,tra.ns;p.ortod .• , 

S'Q.ch :ninimwn side ele3.r.llle.es 3ba.ll be 1nere:l3e~ not .less th.o.'c. 

cn~halt of such add.itionalwid.th. " ,. 'i" , , 

. , 

,.,the side ot Widest cars oper:l.ted shs.ll b~ not le.ss.t~, tho 

. ," oorresponclill:g :let ele:l.mnee ot a.. ear ot ten (10), teet siX (0) . ',' ~ ( ." .,., , , 
.... to I .... ... 

., '·inches 1:a wid.th. tor the equivalent :ri.,,1rno,m olearane,8z. prescribed 
, ',., ""01" •• ", 'If, 

'~:".1n tlliz seetion tor s~dard gauge traok. .."""" 

III·.· OVERB:E:..u) k"I!D SIDZ CI.Ef..R.~c-~S : 
... '" -

~imum,ovorhe3.~ o.n~ side c~e~oez as l'l"czoribcd he.re-. .'. " .. . 

., in in, Seetions I a:a.d. II 01: this ol'd.er ~ "oe d.eerea.se~ ·to the. ex-. ' ..,. . ' . , . 
,.' tent. det1ne~ by the halt eire'l.tm!erence or eo e1=el'e hav1n:g 3. 

radius ot. ,eight· (8) teert s1x. (6-) il;Chez. o.nd· t~ent to ~.h~~zon-

tal. line twenty-two (22) teet a.·oove top 01' n.1l :J.t, a. :po1:c.~ ... 4.:1.rec~ 
.. r·': • ...... 

ly a.bove- the center line ot traok, :provid.ed~ howeve'r •. :.th:i't·, tor.' 
,_ • 4' • ", ,,' ~ ..... ~ 

Tmmels a:a.d Through Bridges., S\lch radius may be, eight (SJte~t::: 
, .... .- .," ... ' 

,. -
a:c.~ ;provided. turther that Subsections ICe) 3ll.d.II (e) :lhall·:l.Pply. . . .. ...... ,.. ", ,'/ ., ...... 

h-ere:to. 
,'. ~ • ..... ,91/1.fII, 

• ",.,' '.. I ~ .' ,., fI .... .. . 
(a) the m1niI11llll "d.is tance between the center lines of 

L'ara.J.:le~ ztandal"d gauge railroad and. ztreet raill'O::lA. trt!.e:lcs. \\hie~ 
, ' 

.,. ""j' 



are used or ~roposed to be'used for tranzporting freight cars, shall 

be thirteen (13) feet, except ss herein~fter ~roscribGd. 
, .' 

(b) The center line of any st~ndard gause track, oxco~t 
A .; . ~ 

a. main track ora J;lo.seing track, :9$.l"Q,llel a.nd a.djacent to n. ~1ll 

track or a ~assing trac~ shall be at least fifteen (15) ~eet ~rom 
.. ',' 

the center line of the main track or ~a.ssing track~ provided, how-... 
, " ' . . ,. ':'" .. 

ovorp thst where a :9a.ssing track is a..djacent to and at leo.st fi:!-
, " 

teen (15) feot distant from a main·tr~c~, any other track, may be 
'. ,,-

constructed adjacent to such ~ussing track with clearance prescrib-

od in subsection ~s" hereof. 

(c) The center line of any stand~rd gauge ladder track, 

constructed ~a.rallel to any other track, shall have a. clearance o~ 
• ",' ,'t •• " • 

not lese than twenty (20) teet from the center line of such other , , ' , " l 
track • . ,. . , 

(cl) 1i!1nimum cleare.nce 'between centor lines of two :?ara-.... . ... 
lle1 teao tracks may be reduced to eleven (11) feet' s~ (6) inchoz 

, . . 
,rovided that cleara.nces otherwise ~rescribed in this order a.re 

=aintsined on the o~posite side ot oach track. 

(0), U1nimum di2t~noes between ~sr~llol traoks authorized 
.' "of :' '"'' ' 

in this section are applicable only to tro.cks on which equipment 
" ; , I ~ . lit, 

nnving,a caximum over~:l width not in excess of eleven (ll) teet, 
.,~ , 

~ ',' "" '\" ... "" . :i.s t:oe.ne:ported.. On t=acke over WAich eCluil'ment of g:-eater width 
• '. , It 

is'trcnsportod or ~roposed to be transported. 6inimum dist~nce·bet-
, " • I 

ween p~rallel tracks SAall be incre~sed n~t less than such incross-

edwidth. 

(t) For n~rrOw gauge tracks, ~inimnm distance hetwoon 
I . • , 

.... ~IIj. ,tit", 

:parall'el t;acl:c shall 'be not less than the corresponding net clea%'-
..' . ~ : .", . 'A~ ", . 

ance of standard gauge equipment o~ eleven (11) feet in width tor 

the equivaient clearances prescribed in thi; section~, .. 

" ': ",-.,. 
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v. OTHER ARTICLES, ADJACENT TO TRACKS: 

(e.) NO mercb.e.ndiee, C3'terio.l or other article's shall , 
'. , 

be ~laced either on th~ groun~ or on platforms adjacont to snr 
" . 

tr~ck at ·s distance les3 t~an eight (S) feet six (6) inches from 

center. line of track. 

(b) A suitable line or other ~rker should be ma1ntain-. 
ed on sll ~latformz and at a distance of eight (8) feet stx (6) . . 
~ches from centor line of tr~ck to indicate minimum cle~re.nce 

tor merchSJ:Idise, ce.terie.l atlQ. other articles placed thereon. 

RAItROADS ~~ .STREET RAILROADS NOT T~\NS~ORTING 
~ip.ErG'J{T CA..,QS 

VI. OVEP.EEAD .urn SIDE C LEA...v..NCES : 
, . 

(a.) The mini~' overhead clearance above the top of rails .. .',' 
.. .. 

of reilroads and street·railroads which do not trans~ort or ~ro~o8e 
Jo. .,' 

to transport freight cars, shall be i~een (14) feet. . . , 

(b) Minimum side clearances of railroad and street r8.il-
.' 

road t~ackS which are n~t used or proposed to be used for trane-
• J. 

portiILg freight, cars SAe.ll be thirty (30) incho'8. from the side at 
~ , 

the widest e~ui~ment operated, e~ce~t that poles 8~pporting trolley 

contact conductors betweon main line double tracks, may be not leS3 
. " ..'~ 

than twen·t~-four (24) inches from side of widest equil'ment o:pers.ted • .... , 

, . (c) M1nimnm overhead and Side clear~ces as prescribed 
'. 

in this section ~ay be deorea~ed to the extent defined by & line 

extending diagonally d~wnward from a pOinttourtocn (14) feet above 

the top of rail and four (4) .feet distant leterall1 from the center 

line of track to a point eight (S) fect above the top of rail and 

distant laterally thirty (30) inches from the side.of the.widest 

equipment operated. 
--'"' 

Cd) M1nimnm side clearsnces,as prescribed in this 300-

tion, may be d~creased to the extent defined by a line extending 

diagonally upward from a point level with the top of rail and 
f", < ',. I 

five (5) feet distant laterally from the center line",of tra.ck to 

So point four (4) feet'a.bove the top of rail e.nd distant la.terally 
" 

, ... 
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thirty (30) inches from the side of the widest equi~ment o~erated 

VII. CLEA.?ANC:t :BETilEEN ?.L~,ALLEL TANGENT TRACKS: 
, . 

(a) ~he minimum distance between the center lines of 

:parallel ta.ngent railroad and streot ra.ilroa.d tracks which are not 

used or ~roposed to be used tor transporting freight cars, shall, 

be sufficient to provide a clearance of twenty-four (24) inches 
.-

between the sidee, of the widest cars trans~orted • ... 
VIII. EXCEPTIONS: 

(a.) M1nim~ cle~rance3 prescribed in Section VI and Sec~ 

tion VII may be reduced at ~assenger loading ~latforms. 

(b) ~niI:lum clea.r,a.ncee :prescribed in Section VI and See

tion VII may be reduced for trsekage' loca.ted in subways and tunnels. 

or' comp~rtments"":thereof, which are used exclusl,vely for railroo.d.' 

passenger trl).ffic and which'dO not ca.rry a"fJ.Y,," other :rorms of traffiC 7 

providing, however, that the passenger' equi1'ment,o~era.ted therein 
~ ,h 

shall ha~e a.ll windows and other openings effectively barred. 
, ... I' , " I'" '" 

(c) Nothing herein shall be construed as prevent~g the 
',' "....,' '" 

movement of materia.l over ra.ilroad or street railroad tracks which 
'. . ' ~ 

a.re not used or pro:posed to be used for t:ra.ns:porting freight cars, 

which is necessar,r. in the construction or opexation of said ra,il- ' , 
,.. 

roa.d or street railroad system, nor in the movement of $~ecia.l wO~k 
c:~ , J#' ~; . 

. equipment used in the construction or o~eration of said zyst0m, 
' .. 

provided. however, ~uch o~eration shall be csrried on in a safe man-

ner'. 

PrrB~IC ROADS.HIGEWAYS AND STREETS CROSSING 
crED~ uR uVER PlOI1P.OADS 
A~~ STP2E~ RAILRUADS. 

IX., ?U'.BLIC· EOA.DS. RICm7AYS Al':D ST?EZTS CROSSINGUNDE? T?.ACZS: 

(e.) 7Jher.e ra.ilroe.d.$ a.nd street ra.ilroads cross above pub

ylic roade, highways and streets, ~ min~ overhead cl~aranee above 

the surfsce of such roscs,' highways or a'treats' of fourteen (14) feet 

zhall be provided. 
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, , 

(b)' Where railroads end street railroads crose above 

:pubiic "roaa:-s -, highways and streets,' 8: 'min'imum width of Ob)ening, for 

such public roads, highw8.1S0 r streets' ot twent:,v (20) feet shall 

be :provide~, where only one span is used to support the railroad 

or street railroad structure. Where two or more s:pans are used to 

sup~ort the railroad or street railroad structure, a minimum width 

for each opening of twelve (12)' feet shall be provided. 

("c)' When the :public road., highway or street is occupied 

by one or more tracks. minimum clearance dimensions shell be deter

mined by this Commission for the case under consideration. 
,. ./ 

X. :Prr.8LIC ROADS, HIGHWAYS AND STREETS CROS S I!~G OVER T?ACKS OF 
P.Al1ROADS INn ST?J!BT ?.A.lIIROADS: 

(8.) WAare ~ublic rosde,highways and streets cross ~bove 

railroad or street railroad tracks, which aFe used or :pro~osod to 

be ~sed for transporting freight, cars, minimum clearances as :pre

scribed in S~ctions I, II, III ... ".ND IV shall be ~rovided.~. 

(b), Where~public roa.ds',.h1ghwS.Ys o.r streets.cross over 

ra:i,lroa.d. ?l" str,eot railroad tracks which are not' used or :proposed 

to be used tor' transporting freight cars, minimum clearances as 
,. 

prescribed in Sectiol:ls "VI, VII s.ndV~II shall be :provided II' exce;t::t 

that a. minimum overhead cleo.rance of nineteen, (19) feo't above tol' 

of rail shall be provided, unless modified by the Comoission. 

GENERAL ?.E~UlREME:NTS, 

XI. ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTIO~r: 

All,clesrs:Q.co's' o:(elec:tri'cal':'construct1on over. above, 
'" ~. . . 

adjace~t to, along or acrose railroads and'street reilroads'shal~ 

conform to the requirements s:pecified in' ~eneral Order No. 6~ or 
, . --

such other and further general or other orders as may be issued b~ 

the Commission superseding or amplifying·same • 
. ,.. 

XIl. EXE!~T ION'S: . 
If, in ~ ~articulsr c~se, oxemption from ~ of the re-



quiromentshorein is desired, the Commiss10nwill consider the 

,a~~lication of a carr1er for such exemvtion when acoompanied, b~ 

a,full statement of the conditions existing snd the'ressons'why 

such exemption is asked." It is to be unc.erstood tha.t any exemption 

so granted shall be l1mite~ to the particula.r c~se coverod by the 

a.~:plica.tion. 

The Commission reserves tho right to modif:y- any of tho 

prOVi3ioD$ of these rules in s~Geific case~, when in tho Co~1ssionls 

o~inion, ~ublic intereet would be served., by so doing. 

~hie order su:persedes all regulations covering cleara.nc

os of tracks, ra.ilroads, a.nd street railroads or structures, to such 

tra.e~s constructed or reconstructed subsequent to the effective 

date hereof, heretofore pro~ulgated under title "Ceneral Order No. 
'. 

, . 

26,", "Cenera.l order No. 26-a". snd "Section 61 (e.) of Ceneral Order 
~ 

NO. 64". 

~his ordor shall be effective on and after JanuarY l. 1921. 

Ap~roved and dated at San Praneisco. California~ this 

.-:;2:.::2:;:;:n:.:c~ __ da.y, of Dece:::1ber. 1926 • 

""., .; 
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