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Decision Xo. 17 { 9(‘)

SEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTL

-000~

In the Latter of +the Imvestigation

orn vac Coxmizzion's own motion of

the reasonableness of the rates,
cherges, prectices, contracts, rules,
regulavions, scacdules and conditions
oL gervice, or zny of theg, of

3. G. ADALS, operat wedor the
“ictitions moms of vi,%.%som TATER COMPANY,
iz Troets Nos. 2273 and 4754, FTigueroa
Zeights, Toolocott Heights ond Vermont
Villae Tract, Ios ingeles Cownty,
California. .

Caze No. 2276

s W s e R N . . I )

Clarcace Weber for B. G. adams.

WEITSEZLL, Commissioner:

PIXIOX

Tais proceeding was Bcguﬁ by the Commission vy an
order on its own motion instituting an izvestigation into the
reasonzdleness of the rates, caarges, praciices, contracts,
rules, regulations, ete., of 3. C. idamg, operating wnder the
wvictitious name of the Termont vizter Company in Tracts 2273
*mG 4754, Figueron Hoigats, Woolocott Hoights oad Vormont Tille
vrects, Loz Angeles County, Califormia. The opder Instituting
ixvestigation wos issued wnder dote of September 4, 1926. £
padblic hecring on the motter ws held ir the City of Toz Angeles
on November 3, 1926, at waich time evidence, b0 th oral znd
cocumentary, was token. B. G. Adznis, wasz present 2t 4he hearing
with nis attorney, Clarcnce veber.

The record in %nis proceeding shows %hat 3. C. Ltonms,
wder the fictitious name of the Vermont Water Compeny is, operating
& public utility Cozestic water gys

tom in the City or L8 Angele:s,
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in the vicinity of 1l0th and Hoover Strects, and that he has
been operating suca syster continwously since Marxeh 27, 1925.
AV the present time some 195 conmzumers are beling sexved. It

aprears taat the system ig deing operated pursuant to the
Tuskority grented by this Commissioz by its Decision 13305, dated

Waxreh 22, 1924, which decision was rendered irn the matter of
Application 9650. Iy thisz application 3. CG. sdanz sought
o cextificate of public convenience and necessity zs reguired
by law for the operation of his system, ond deserided in detas
territory waich he proposed to serve, the type of plant cone
structed and the rate proposed %o be charged. | Subsequent to
the zranting of the certificate of public convenience and
necessity by Declizion 13305, B. G. A&mms, wder date of Ifaxrch
25, 1925, filed with this Commizsion his rates, ruwles amd regulo-
viong covering hiz operations. It cppears that the said rates,
mlies and regulations zo Tiled are Still In £ull force azd e¢lfect,
end vkat mo autmoriiy has deen granted vy this Commission for
thelr modifieation. 2wle 19 of the said rules ond repwlations
provides as Lfollowsz:

m RULE iXD REGULATION

To. 19 = ZxTension oT «a%er sexviee, Cost and
Ownerzhip on Private 2ropertiy.

Upon opplication by z Dbona Lide applicant
Zor sexvice, the Company, will, at itz owa exp nze,
Duxzizh ond inztell sexvice pipe of suitable capacity
from 1ts woter moins to the curbd line ow propexty line
o< property adbutting uvon o public sizeet, aighwey,
zlley lane or road alorg waick 1t slready nos or will
install strect mainz.

Toe comsumer will install tha’ vortion of
e sexvice imside of eurd or propexty line, the expense
0L szme U0 de paid by the consumer.

Tae matericls furniched by consumer in
construction of such service extemsion will ot all 4imes
ve znd remair the sz0le Propexrty ol the consumer ond vhen
neceszary saall be maintained czd repaired by consumer
at hls o exvense.

Tne Compony will zot be recuired 4o install
Zore vhen one zexvice o any one consumer,m” o
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The testimony in thic matter zaows taat the avove
groted =ule 19, since its cstablishment, kas beex violated by )
the operatoxr, 3. G. Adams, in 89 instancez. It appears"to
zzve been the practice of lr. Aldanms to excet e.."to.p Lee™ of
Fifteen Dollars from o progpeciive consumer before a pb&sic::l
commeetion would ve made Lrox the sireet water main of the systex
to the e.but‘c*:.’n.g':wau:b line ox propexty line of tae consumer.
Every such fee 5o exacted clearly was in violation of Tule 19
Incsmacr a8 wader seid rule 4t was imcumbent upon the operator,
at zis ova expenze, 1o furniszh and izstzll such necessary pipe
22l conmnections.

In nmy opinion, lMr. B. G. Adams should Yo recuired to

refund all "fep fees™ which he has collected simee Mameh 2%, 1925,

the date upon wafch ke Ziled witk the Commission his rates, rules
and regulations, and the date upon which his operations wguestion-
ably acouired the stetus of 2 public utility.

Apporently by way of Justification Tor hiz practice of
charging 2 "iep fee, Mr. fdams testificd that the City of Loz
Angeles, in the o:pe;a.tion of itz municipal water system in imd.
around the territory in walekl ke operates, haz been choxging itc
Dew comstmexs such 2 fee for a like service. fThe City of Do
Angeles, in the operation of its water syétem;,- oL cow.{é, i;: not
subject to the Jurisdiction of <this Commizsion., and therefore,
does 20t operate under xules and regulations om £ilc with this
Commizsion as does Ir. Adams. The practice of “he City iIn thiz
zatter could iz 1o way Justify thiz operator inm the violation
oL his Rule 19.

It is well recognized by this Commiasion that *he mem
qniremenﬁ.s Zownd in Rle 19 are reazonzdle. Preaeiically 211 of
vae domestic water companies o2
diction of thic Commizcion hove cstabliched and iled with thais
Comnicsior o rule in substanee “he Szze ag Rwle 19 of tre
Termont ater Compzary. The rea.:-':'ombleness of zuch rule woz
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carefully révie.wed. in ar early decislon of this Commission,
wherein 4t estodliched certain wnifornm roles and regulations
to be observed 'by wetexr companies and other &esignated public
wtilitiezs (7 Railroad C‘ommiésion- 2eports, 830, 851).

Tae following form of oxder iz recommenied.

The Railroed Commissiorn of the State of Californix
naving instituted an Investigetion upon its own motion into +the

reasonableness of rates, sexvices, rules, regulations and

t

racvices of EB. G. Adamsz, dpera“cing uwnder tac Lictitious name }
T the Termont Water Company, in Traets 2273 znd other designated
tracts in Los Angeles County, Californic, o pudlic hearing

noving been neld Thereon, the matter having been submitted, and
it being the opinion of this Commizsion %hat the sorvice dere

in question iz a public wtility service subject to its Juriz-

dictiox cxzd contxol,

IT IS EZREBY FOUND LS 4 FACT %hat tze said B. G. Alans,

in tze 6pemtion of his s2id pudlic utilityﬂ water systea haz

violated Rule 19 of his rules and regulations or ©ile with

tais Comnfgsion, in tke mannmer outlined in the foregoing opinion.

IT IS Z=REBY FTURTEIR TOUND AS 4 FACT that the said
3. G. 4dans has violsted seif Rwle 19 n the s2id menmer fn
€ instences gince the establishment of coid »ale on lerch 23,
1%z¢. -
dxd bazing itz order on tho foregoing findings oz fact,
and on vhe further statementis of fact contolzed in tae opinion

which precedes this order,
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.IT IS HEREEY ORDERED that 3. G. Adzms refund to oll
conswmers }i.aving poid the same, 2ll "tzp fees™ collected
cince the estedlishment of his Rule 19 on Maren 23, 1925;
+hat such sume be refuwnded witain thirty (30) days from the
esfective Gate of this orxder; %hat within forty (40) days from
the effective Gote of tais order, said 3. C. idams file wita
tais Commission 2 statement siowirg tae names wnd addresses of
persons to wnom such Ttap fees™ have been returned, the respective
anmounts retumned, and the dates upon waich such sums were re-
turned.

Trne effective dote of this order ghall be twenty (20)
¢ays from date hercof. -

The fToregoing Opirion and Oxder are aereby approved
and oxdered filed as the Opinion and Orler of the Raflroad Com-

mission of the State of Californite

Dated 2t San Francisco, Californiz, thisz 2:2“9{&:.:7 o
Dec.embei-, 1926.

COLNASS L0NCTE




