
~ocision No .. 177~.9. 

In the ~tter of the ~pplication of 
:"'OO?PA..'PX :5'';'~~G:?S :!J..;.TE3. CO~";"TI 

for e. revised. schedule of rates, 
ru.les a.nd. rego.latio:c,s for delivery 
of 1rrigation'w~ter. 

Gibson, D'WlIl So cro.tc!le%', by :?a:c.l 'Z.. ":1atk1ns, 
!or spp11ce .. :l't. 

O?IN!O~ 
----~ ......... 

~ooxp~k P~ors W~ter Com~eny, a co~orstion, app11-

cant i~ tAe above entitled proceeding, is a public utility on­

ga.ged. in the "ou.sinoss of selling wator for domestic .:JJ:ld princi­

pc.lly in-1gs. ti on use to consu.mors in s.nd in the vic:i.lli ty of !loor­

pc:k, in Ventnra County. TAe a]p11eetion requosts tbo Co~&s1on 

to oat~blish s revised schedulo o! rates end rulec and regul~-

tions govorning the d.elivery of water to eon$llmers • 

.do puolic hearing in t.b.ie :::latter was held. :9.t :!oo:rpsrk 

be~ore 3xaminer Willismz, after 311 intorested parties had been 

0.'0.1:7 notif'1ed Illle e;r. ven an o:pporttz.ni ty to sppeer tlXld b~ .b.eard. 

~bis utility bas Deen engcged ~n supplying water ~-

1y for irrigation use ~or more then t':lolve years. TAO wtlotor 

supply is obtained by pumping from wells ~d is delivered to 

CODsumers through approXimately 27,060 feet of riVeted stoel and 

concret~ pi~e lines. r~gine ,from 12 to 20 incbes in diameter. 

The comp~ny has five wells located in c section ~own sa ~oyo 

,Simi, all drilled and cased; four ere 18 inches in diameter ~d 
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the other is l4 inches. ~he doptbz vary tro~ 69 to 397 feet. 

Tllo total capacity of these wells is claimed to be 31'proX1ma.toly 

203 =inerts inches. At the present time there are l7 concrete 

weir boxes on the syste~, used for measuring the flow of w~ter 

deliv.ered to consumers. During the irrigation seeso~ of 1925 

service was rendered to tD1rteen ~etive con~merz, repre$e~ting 

Do total of 449 acres. T.i:.is sea.son ono of the c O:lSiltlerS w.b.1cl:. 

received w~ter for redistribution for domestic purpoees, tao 

Ven~ra county Water Wor~s District No. l, ~s permenontly dis-
. . 

continued receiving water from a:P1'11cc.nt, ,b,a:vi',llg s.rre.nged to 00-

ts.in itz water supply:trom :;mother source. 

~he schedule of ratos now ch~ged by tbis utility is 

two centz ~er miner's inch hour, b~sod upon a miner's inch equ1~ 

~lent to one-fiftieth of a cubic foot of water ~er second. 

A:5>plicant requests the Conm:1ssi on to establis.h t.b.e tol-

lov~ne modified form of rate s~edule for ir%ige.tio~ service: 

For water deli~ered during tho mo~the o~ January 
to ~d including September, per minerte ,inch hour, $.02 
October to and 1ncludi~gDocembor, per cinar's 
inch hour. . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • .. • -.. •• • Olt 

In addition to this. $. monthly mininrlm o.b.a.rgo o! 

one dolle.r per aere pays-ble in advance is requested, t.b.is amOUllt 

to ce &:P:9lied toward. the pureb.ase of water at t.b.e mtes 1n ef­

fect for deliveries made during the quarter o~ t.i:l.e yec.r in w.b.ic.b. 

the mi:limum peyment3 are due and not applicable to sorvice to be 

rendered during ~ other quarter-

;.. statement waz submitted by app11caat sett~g ~ort.b. 

t~e book va~es of tno fixed capital installed as $53,542; tho 

ms.:tntenOllce o.nd operating oXl'ertses for 1925 were given &S $lS, '124, 

with revenues smounting' to $10,899 for the corro3pond.ing period. 

An investigation of this eystem Ws,s n:Ad.e by P. E. Van 

Roezen. ona of the Commission's hydraulic engineers, who' sub~ttod 
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a. report in which t.b.e oX":i.g1ntl.'l eost o:! t.b.e used and. 'CZetu.l p.b.j31csl 

properties was estimated to be ~56~400 as o~ u~y l5, 1926, WitA a 

corresponding depreciation annuity of $873, computed by the sink­

i~g fUDd :ethod. The Co~ssion's engineer mad.e an ana1~si$ o~ 

the methods ~d cost of operation and submitted an estimate of 

$lO,060 ~s the roason~ole ~~ual o,er~ting and maintenenee expenses 

tar the immediate ft4tu.re. 

'!te evi. de:o.ce s.hows tl:W. t in the appraisement suolll1 t -:ed by 

applicant cert~in items of property were omitted end proVicion for 

the reasonsble overhead costs arising during ca.n$t~ction was not 

tully made. ~b.e$e ma.tters Viera includod. 'by' t.b..e Cot:mi~eion's engi­

neer, which ~ccounts for tAO difference of s11~tly less then tbree 

t.b.ouse:o.d dollars in the values suomi tted. 

Ano.1ysis of t.b.e operating expo-lWes for the ;;eFJ:r 1925 

su'omi tt~d b,. :l.J?'l?licaI1t shows the iDclu.s1on 0'£ $2,650 for interest 

on outst~ding bonds end notes and $1,142.73 covering legal o~n­

ses i~curred in connection therewith. Tbese charges are not prop­

erly all.ocated. to costs of opere:t1on and should '00 deducted. ~ed. 

upon the operations for a normal year the eVidenee indicates t~t 

tAe sum o~ $10,000 is $ rcasonsble $llowsnee for operating and 

~he gross operating revenues realized by ~p~licsnt from 

the yea: 1922 have been as !ollowc: 

1922. .. • .. . • .. .. .. $5,932 
192.3. • .. • .. .. • .. .. .. • ll,061 
1924. .. • • .. .. • ... 5,761 
1925 ................. 10,900 
J8Jl .. 1 to J'u:le 1, 1925. 5~594 
Jan. 1 to JU:ao 1, 1926... 33l 

~roI:l tAO :l.oove figures it vr.tl1 he seen t.ba.t during tb.& 

years 1922 to 1925 applicant AsO received. revenues cp,prox1=atcly 

eqUivo.lent to the ba.re costs of operc:tion and ma.iIlto:aatlce; dur1:lg 

the other two years of ~is period tho ~evenues hsve 'boon consid-
I 

ersbly lose than the operating coste. ~~licsnt does not ro~est 
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an ·increase in. the rates no· .. " in effect but asks the COl:'J.!lissio:c. to 

e$t~blieb. a co~thly minimum or sta~dby cnarge to stabilize tho 

rates now chargea. 

From the testimony it appears that practic~lly ~ll con­

sutlers now served have ~ri vate wells fro!:'. wbich wt:l.ter is used as 

far as possible for irrige.t1on, t.b.e :;.pplic~t's system 'being called 

upo~ for serv~ce only when the private w~ter supplies bocome inad­

equ.s.te :;;::c.d when tae loca.l rainfall'drOps below nor:ts.l. The effeet 

of this uneertain demand for w~ter service from tho utility is VGr.r 

clearly reflected in the fluctua.t1on in the reV0!l.ues received dur-

ing tl:.e pe.st few years s.s set 01lt c.bove, ~articula.rly so· in t.b.e 

C$.$O of tb.e first part of tho l%eaent yrJ.ar 1926, in wl:.1c.b. t.b.& ls.te 

raine so reduced tao revenues tb.at for the first five months but 

$331 worth of w~ter was sold as comp~ed with $5,594 for the cor­

responding peri od of the ;proceding year. ?a.rtb.ermore, t.b.e entire 

:;.mount collected for the a'bove fiv0 ~onths of 1920 represented wa­

ter eold to the Ttator District fOr the first three months of the 

year, which serVice .h3.s now oeen VI holly d.i scontinuo.d., ro'V'ec.li!lg .s. 

. s1 tua.tion in "7.b.iC.!:. none of the pre8ent conS'.:L:le:rs l'urc.b.a.sed 2.nY wa.­

ter at ~ll from the utility during this time. 

It is eVident that ~o busi~ese c~ continuo to operato 

end provide proper servico upon demand under SUCA uncertain condi­

tions. ~dm:t ttcdly it uould 'be unreo.sozm"ole to expect So utility 

to continue to render a standby aDd omergency service ~t ~ loae. 

The val!:.e of this service is z:e.e.zured 'b,. t.b.~ fa.ct that the grow~r 

is ~s~od of sufficiont w~ter t? ~roperly ~ture nis crop and 

por.b.aps sQ.ve it from totol fa.ilure in :poriods of dr0i4g1lt. If tllis 

serli ce is d os ired 'by the c onsu:cers some e:t:!orts e bould b.-e rtade 

to support the utility snd patronize it during periods of $b~dant 

rainfall as well as in periods of water s.b.orta.ge, otherwise the. 

servic:e cannot b.e meintained. Dnd the utility V'li 11 sooner or l=.:t~r 
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entirely caase to f~ction. SerVice can be continued it the con-

Silmers Will agree to purcbs..se each year from this utility suf:!i-

cientwater to enable it to oper~te, aod tAis can bo mor.e fairly 

accomplished by the eoteblishment of so~e form of stSDdby p~ent 

similar to th~t proposed heroin by applicant. 

Requ~ct ~s been made by applicant th~t the COmmiSSion 

also order certsin revised rnles and re~l~tions to be plscad in 

effect governing tho distribution ot ~"e.tor to consu.mers.. T.b.e us-

uc.l :procedure ad.opted. by the Commission 1:0 rate cs-ses is to :pro-

vide in its order for tho filing of ~ch rules snd ro~letio~z 

by t.b.e utility Wi tb.in thirty do.ys after tho de-to of the order. 

~Aese rules will become effective only ~hen accepted for· tiling 

by the Commission. ~~e ~sl practice therefore vrLll 00 follovl-

ed. in 'this instance. 

:r.a:oorp~rk :E'a.mers Water co~~y, a cor,·ora.tioll, .b.EI:v1r.Ig 

msde a~p11cation to tt~ ~ilroad COmmission as 0~titled above, ~ 

:public hoe-tine .b.o.ving been held 'thereon, aIle the matter ~Villg 

beOIl d::lly su'om1 tted" 

It Is aerebr ~~d as a P~ct th&t the ~te$ now charged 

just s.nd UIlre$.so~s.ble in so far as they differ :f'ro!'ll the rates 

herein eeta'ol1shed, and t~t tho r~tes herein esta~lished are 

jus t and reasonable ra.tes to be C.b.o.rgEtd. for t.b.e sorvice rendered. 

Easing ito order upon tAG forogoing fineine of fact aDd 

upon t.b.e fo.rtllar sta.tements of fsct co·ntained in the opinion 

w~c~ precedes this ordor, 

I~ IS 'S"ES''f:'SY OEDr::az:o tb.e.t ~oorps.rk Fe.rmers 71e.ter Cox:-
. . 

pany, ~ corporation, be end it is hereby ~uthorized and directed 

to' file wi tb. t.b.1s COmmiss.ion, vii thin twenty C 20) days from the 
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date of this order, the following sched.ule of rates to bo charg­

ed for service rendorod to consumers in and in the vicinity of 

!'iloorpark, Ventura. county, on end aftor January 1, 192'1: 

:P.ATES 

IRAIGATION RATZS 
. . 

~pp11eable to irrigation serVice from company zy&te~ 

Quan ti ty C.b.arge: 

(a) For ~ator deliv.ored during ~onths 
o! J$DU~ to Sept~ber, inclusivo, 
o'! oach yoe.r per miner's inch hour • • ~.02 

. 
(b) ior water delivered during t~o 

months of October, November and 
Dec~ber of each yesr pOl' miner's 
incA hour. .. • • • .. • • • • • • • • • 

I&imum cha.rge per year POl' acre for land :for 

which service is applied for. or OD whicA water is used: 

1. For tho first year of s:ervice under t.bis sc.b.odule $l2.00 

2. For each consecutive year thereafter 1n which 
service is continued to the specific acre-
~ge applied for or any portion thereof. •• $9.00 

3. Where service to aD'S specific acreage is discon­
tinued for one or more years, upon re3~­
tion of serVice thereto the m1ni~ charge 
for the first year's service shall apply. 

p..tnt:NTS 

1. Minimum an:c.ual charge, 3.$ a.bove proVid.ed, s.b.all be 
paid in instalments as f"ollows.: 

$3.00 per acro due and pa.yable upon l'IUlJd.ng 
sp~lication for service • 

.. OnG third C 1/3) of minimUm. annual c.b.arge 
due aDd p~ya.ble July lat. 

:aalance of minimwn annual c.b.arge due and 
payable Dece~ber 31st. 

. , 
2. The minimum c.b.arga per year :per acre will anti tle 

tbe consumer to the smou:c.t of water which 
may be purc.b.a.sed UDder the qua.nt1 ty ra.tes in 
effect d'llri:ag t.b.e time of use as set out above. 

S. Addi tiona.l water us.ed. over end above s.mOllllt to which 
CODZumer is ontitled under min~ 8nDnal 
charge per a.cre z.b.s.ll "0'0 due and pa.ya.blo for 
a.ll water used from January ls.t to Z\l:le 30th 
inclusivo, on the first dey of Jnly.1mmediately 
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following, and for all wat~r usod from July 
1st to l)ocf.)r.o.oer Zlat inclusive, on tho first clay 
of Janusry i~ediately follo1dng. 

4. .A now applica.:ot wllo applies for irri ga.tioll service on 
or after tb.e :first day of July s.b.a.ll be entitled 
to service for the balance ,of the year Witbout 
pa.:71llen t of t he above millizmw. SZlllual charge. and 
shall be billed for the water used under tho 
quantity rates set out above, provided the water 
supply is available end provided fttrthor that 
said applica.tlt .ba.s not been,s. consumer using WI).-
tor for irrigation purposes fro~ the com~any on 
any other lands owned, leased, rented or other­
Wise cOllt:olled by said applicant at any time 
during the year service is a~p1iod for, ~d bas 
not been such eo consumer at any ti:lo du:'ing the 
year immediately preceding the year such service 
is requested. 

5. ~he Miner's Inch used hero1n shall 'be the equivalent 
of olle~ti:f'tietb. (l/SO) of a. cubic foot per sec­
ond. 

. '. 

ter Co~pany be and it is horeby directed to file With th~ Eailroed 

Commission Wi thin thirty (30) days from the da.te' of this order, 
. .. 

rules and rego.latio:os to govern tb.o distribution of Vla-ter to its 

consu:ers, said rules snd regu1$tions to become effective upon 

acceptance for filing by this COmmission. 

POl." all other p~oses the effective date of this ord~r 

s.b.all be twenty ~. 20 ~ days from Slld Dotter t.b.e da.te .b.ereo! .. #, 

De. ted at Sa.Il Frc.nci sco, Ce.lifor:o.ia., this .2. 3 ~ da.y 
. 

of Dece~bor, 1926. 
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