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Doc1s1o::::. No. / 7f'S t . 

) 
In the Uatter ot the Lp~11eation o~ the) 
C:EZTRAJ:, lQ~CnO CO'ON'rY ~OWER COM:?.c..'"Y ) 

-e 

~or CJl.order :3.uthoriz,ins the extension) App1icz.,tio::::. No. 1Z,8ll. 
ot its territor,r un~er its certificate } 
ot public convenience an~ necessity. ) 

----------------------------) 
Edw~rd Uor.ris,. tor Central Mendocino County 

Power ComJ;>a.ny. 
John F. Q.uirm,. tor O. L. ~otley a.n~ :D. Newell, 
T. W. Dahlquist, tor Peo:ples Ca11tomia. Zydro-

Electric Cor:porotion. 

'WHIT SELL·, C01OO: SSI 0r.zR: 

OPIXIO~ ..... -----~ 
In tbis ,roceed.ing, Central Mendocino County ?owor Co~a:c.y 

asY.,s the COmmiss1C1n to make its order authorizing ~p:plica.nt to ex-

tend its electric service into certain :parts. ot MenG.ocino and 

Ruc.boldt Counties, here1na.tter describe~. 

~.b.e Commission in its Decision No·. 13,577,. dated MAY' 17, 

1924, (Application 8520) iozsu.ed to Centrol Mendocino County:l?ower 

CO:!l);)any aCertiticate 01.: Public Convemence and Necessity to exer-

cise the rights and. priv11eges conterred by Ordim:c.ce 215 ot the 

Boa~ of Supervisors ot the County ot MendOCinO, ado,ted March 11, 

19·24. The Certitico.te: issue~ by tho Commission, however, V/a.S limit-

ed to Townsb.i;9s 17, 18 ~ort:a., ~ :>.o:ce;es 13 a.n~ 14 Vfest., M.D.:e.& M • 
. . . .,.' 

. . . 
and to the construction, operation and :naintenance ot an electrical 

transmission line from said terr1tor,r to the Snow Mount~ Water and 

Power Company's ~lant 1n Potter Valley. 

A;9:p1ica:c.t has no !:ro.nchiae in Rumbola.t County, but will t1.:p:ply 

for. z'Ilch franchise it the Commis3.ion takes tavol"able a.ction on this-



.A. ~ublic hearing vro.s held in the ,:resent matter at "N1J...1.1ts,· 

Mendocino County, on June 30, 1926, at which time app11ca.:o.t tiled. 

ZXb.ibi ts 1 and. 2, an o.:ne::.de~ d.escri;9tion and ma.~, res:pectivel~ ot 

the t'erritory in which a.p;plica.::.t d.esire$. to exten~ its service. 

The te.r.-it ory which is described. in A:p:p11eant f s exhibits 
~ . 

may be described roughll a3 tha~ boun~ed on t~e south by ~ line 

approximately nine miles south ot the town of Willits, 1n :Mendo-

c 1:.0 COu:::l. ty, ext enCLing ::ro:1 the Po-cit io Oeean to Lo.ke CO'lm ~y, on 
., 

thewezt by .t=e Pacific Ocean, O~ ~e north by a line a~'proximate-

ly :t:ou.r 1:111es no rth of the town ot Garberville in :Humbold.t County 

extending '!:-om the Pae1f'ie Oc'ean to Trinity CO'Wlt:r ~ on the east 

Dractical1y by the west line:: ot Trinity, Teha.ma., Glenn a:a4 Lake 

CO'O:l.ties. 

John ~. Q.u1nn, l'e;pres.e:::.t1ng o. L. rotley o,nd. D. :Newell:. 
• • .... • I 

l'lrotested. the gl"a:lt mg o:f' the a:p;plicQ, tion insota.r a::t· the ten1tory 

north ot the E~boldt-Mendocino County line is co~cer.ned, on ~he 
, 

grou:.d that l::l.!.z clients. would be ill a better ;posit1on to serve thiz 

:part of the territo:ry, they alrea.dy having ma.~e ~lo.ns to install 0-

hydro-electric plant some three or fo'll:C' miles. southeast ot the 

to~ ot Garberville. ~rotestant being given ten d$y3'ttme to tile 

further dat&, the matter was submitted. 

On July 15, 1926, Oscar L. Not~ey petitione~ the Co~s-
. 

sio:::l tor:l. Cert1f'icate ot Public COllvenience and ~ee·essity author-

izing him to 3\1.:p:ply electric energy to eert<l1n territo~ in 

:a:umbold.t COtUlty. Thi& ~etitictl.,. which was g1Ve:l. A~:p11eo.tion ~o. 

13,03Z,"oeing ill eo:ctliet with the application ot Central Mendoe1no 

County Power Com~any, ~sotar as. the territor,r north ot the Rumboldt-

ltendoeillo County line is co:tlce:rned, the Commission,. 'IlJld.er da.te of 

Se~tember lO,. 1926,. set aside the above mentioned order ot sub-

mission entered in ~:pplico.tion No. l2,8l1 ~d or~el'ed that same be 

conso11d.ate<t with .P .. :Pl'licat1on ))70. 13,033 a~d zet a.OWJl for turtl'l.er 

hearing. 1i.p:plie$ll.t,. in this latter procee~Jne.,. haV1ng zubs,eqilently i 
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roq~sted the COmmission to dismiss hia a~~l1cati~, tAe Commission 

by Decision No. ~7,492., date~ October l.6~ 192.6, ordere~ thc.t l..~pl1cA­

tion Xo. 13,033 be ~isCis~e~. 

?eoples. Co.l1:='omi.o. l!y<U-o-Electr1c Corporo.tion h&v1~, on 

Oc'to"oer 15, J.926, tiled $. to:rmal :protest in o:Pl>os.ition .to the grant-

ingo~ A:9p11cation No. 12,811, ~d having asked tor an o~:9ort~ity 

to be hea~, hearine was re3ume~ in the matter at Willits, October 

19, 1926. 

It appec.rs tb.:;:.t :eo111es Co.li:f'omia 3ya.r6-Eleetric COIj;)orat1o::l 

bas o.cC?ui::-ed the electric system o.:o.d :proj(ert1es formerly owned:, by 

1:endociI:.o :E:lectric Light an6.. Power Com:9any u;c.der authority ot 

Decision Xo. 17,393, ot the Ra1lroad Commission, date~ Se~temoer 25, 

1926, o.nd ho.:: socured. by :DecisiOrJ. No. 19,448, dated. October 13, 1926, 

permission tromthe COmmission to aCQ.,uire t?le e1ec:tr1e system and 

:9roperties ot Fort Bragg .Electric Com:9any anct that the terr1tory . 

in which ?eo:p1es Calitorni~ Hydro-Electric Corpo~tion now serve 

a::.d con teril,pla te servil:lg is. included in the a.re~ described. in 

~:91ic~tts Exhibits 1 and 2. It also a~pe~rs that ~o1nt _~ 
J' . 

El.ectric Ligh't C:ompo.:c.y serves electriC energy in the town ot Covelo 

and to 0. lim ted. extent i:l the; territory immed.12.tely ad.je.ce:c:t. thereto. 

AJ;l~lieant, thrOllgC. its witness, :Mr. Ed.vl3.N. MOrrie, test~ie:d 

that it did. not desire to extend its !o.cilitics in com:pe,tition with 

2Jly othe r utility in the territory, thus in effect modi:t'ying its a.~­

plication. It, thcre~ ore, s,:9:pears that the t~rr1tory which s,:!(plieant 

d.esires to se,rve is not now, nor is thero ~'3' im:ned1a.te ,ro's:9cct ot 

s'CCh terr!.tory, being sertact. by :JJJ.Y' other electric utility_ 

The la.rgest :portion of the territory !n quos tion is extremely 

mO'lllltamous, the main :possibi11ties ot develo:pment being o.roU'C.d. t!le 

town ot ~illi ts and in t:a.a t ax-ea r'.:l:Cll.i:cg north.westerly alone the Ree.-

wo o~ Eig.b.way-, S omo seve.nty-:f'i ve :nile a , to the town of Garberville .• 

Domand tor :power ;i.:c. thi s la t '~er aree,. is lim ted. largely to summer re-
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, . 
sort buru.ness, there being but compo.rativa:Ly- smal.l o.c:-e~es. c,u1t3.ble 

tor agricultural develo1(ment .a.J.ong tile highway;' nor is there allY 

acreage ot importa:lcc 1::. the entire terr1tor.r o'CI.tsid~ ot the Willits 

district ea.:pa.ble ot agr1cul tu.ral developme:c.t. ex¢e~t tho. t in RO'Clld 

Va.lley, surro'W:ldiDg the town 0:1: Covelo. Mr. !lorna. testif'ied. that 

only So casual ZIlry'ey had boen made of the cost ot extencting servic~ 

to Garbe::ville and that no close canvaSs had. been made ot the demands 

tor electric service. :;0 cost :!'ig'CI.res were ~re$ented. by applicant 

except an approximate figure ot $2,500.00 ~er mile which Was give~ by 

~. y.or.r1s as the estimated cost ot extend1Dg transmission facilities 

trom the town ot "tIilli ts to 'the tOml of Garberville ~ .0. line diztance . 

estima.t,ed by :Mr., ~o~s to be 3.)iDroximatoly t1tty-tive miles. ]:0:1:' 

did a:9plicant present ,any estimate ot revenue to be obta:1::led tro,m pros-
pective consumers. 

~e:c.zlo:c. ot electric facilities into any u:c.zerved territor,y, 

when service can be supplied at reasonable rates, is desirable and 

may be· reearded 3.$ 0. :public co:c.venienee and nece~sity. In tho present 

instance it is .clear that service to tl:Jat territory which a:ppliea.nt 

proposes to serve froe. tbo .'Proposed transmission line,. must n~cessar-
, 

i1y be're:dere~ at 1e$z' than cost, i~ the rates are not to be prohibi-

tive. To re%:der service 'U%l.der stX)h. cOlld1tiaa:s wo1.Jldmea.n that present 

co~sumers ~st p~y higher rates, in ettect subsidizing the costly 

enension 0::- that a. conz1d.erable tin$.l:lc1a.l loss WotU<l. .b.a.ve to be borne 

by the utility tor a. number o"t years. Sa.eh t1~cia.J. l'oss might so 

1~air 3.J?:P11co.nt t s :f'ins:c.cial s tanding tho. t 1 t Vlould be '\lXI.3.ble to 30-
. 

cure t'onds to r future a.evelop~n t in the a:t"ee.. now be mg serv~ and 

might also, resw. t in 1:lo.bi11ty to pro:perly- ope:rate .a::.d mo.1nta.1n itz 

pre'sent system. ~he Comrrlissiao. csnuot subscribe to @y policy ·ohich 

turtb.ers s.n ambit,ious extension :program to th~ detr1mea.t ot exist-

ing or prosl'ect1 ve c ons:o.mer~ in the area. noVl zerve~. J.t s'tlCh time 

as zhow~ 1s made ~A~t the territory ~ ~uestion can be served, e1t~ 
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wholly or in :po.rt" by this or by fJJly other utility, "[lithO'll t b'O.rd.en 

to the o.reas then so:"'V'ed, the Commission zhoul(l look with 1:a.vor 

u~on the neeessary exte.nsi~. I believe, howover, t~t applicant 

sho'Ul~ st this time be authorized. to extend its: existing distribu-

tion :l:ae.ili tie s only witJ:lin the 11m ts. ot good. ~1str:1.bu:t1on :prac-

tice. Such extensi o:z:.s Ill3.de in tbe normal maDller will not im:pose fl1lY' 

burdens on tlla Com:po:c.y or i.ts eonsume·rz •. The :present certifica.te 

d.oes not ];)erm1t this utility to serve as much terr1tor.,r M it can 

within the limits 0'£ e:Ood distribution :9raetiee" Authorization 

'tor extension 01: its eerviee in ~ovr:aship 19, E'orth, in Ral:1gez l2, J.Z 

and l4 -:lest 2.!ld Townships 17 and 18 ~orth, ,in P.s:c.ge lZ :test" ~D~:e. 

& M. 0:: Uendoeino County vt.:Ul sive a:9pl:l.e$llt su:l!'!ieient terr1taI:"Y in 

which to tully ex:?a:d. its C1.istributionsyztem. 

I, therefore, reeormc.end the tollowing torm of ONer: 
ORD:E:R 
.~--- ..... 

Centn.l Mend.ocino County Pov/er Company ho,viXlg reqtl.este4. the 

R2.il:-oo.d. Commission tor an order autho:-izing the extension 01: ita 

tem.:t·o::.j" under its Certit1cc.te of Public Convon1e:lce and :!eeessit7, 
1)u"o11c hear1rlgs h:;l.vi:cg been held in this :proceedi:cg, the mtter 

being 3ubmi ttod, a.nd now read:y- tor dec1s10Xl.: 

The Railroa~ Commission hereb:y- ~eelares that ~blie con~­

ience and necessit.y ~equirethe amendment and moditi~at10n o~.the .. 
Commission's Order o~ ~y 17~ 1924, Decis1~ No. 13,577, grant~g a 

. . 
cert1t1cate o~ ~blic convenience ~d necessity to Central Mendocino 

Cot:nty Povler Com:peny; a.nd 

tha.t the Certitioo.te of Pu.'b11e Con-
. . . 

ven1ence am necessity granted. to Centro.l Mendocino C"o'C.'C.t:y- ?owel" 

Company by the 'Commission in its Decision No. l3,577~ ,dated May 17~ 

1924, ·oe o.nd the same is hereby amended &nd mod1tied to :perm1 t thl) 

exercise by Central Me::docillO County ?ower Co:::po.:c.y of' tbOse' rights 
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snd ~r1v11eges granted une.er Ordi:le.nee No. 215 ot the County' ot 

!!endocino wi. thin TovmSb.1ps 17, 18 and 19 North, 'Range l4W'est, 

Xown:;:hi~s 17, 18 and. 19' North, Bange 13 West,. !ownshi:v:.: ~7, 18 and 

19 North, Range 12 West, all lW!.:D .. B.&M. anc1 to, the o~t1on :::.no. 
maintenance ot" the electrical tre.nsm1ss1on line ~om sa.1d. terri-

tory. to the Snow Moun ta.1n WOo tor and. Power Compa.Jl3".s plant in 

:?ott.er Valle,. .. 

I~ IS 1~ZEB! FURtHER OF~ERED tbat the ~p~11eation o~ 

C:entral Menclocino COt:Jlt:r Power COm~a.n~~ ilwotar as extend.!.:xg its 
electrie ta.eili t1.ee in the re:rm1ning terri t¢r7 ;prey-cd f'or, 'be ::nd. 

the same is hereby d.en1ed without pre~u~ce. 

,The .etteetive d3. te o:C thiz. order shal~ be twenty" CZO) 

days from the date hereot. 

~e :eoregoing opinion and. ord.er are hereby- aPJtroved and 

o~ered :riled. as the Opin10ll and. order ot the Ra1lroao. Commission 

ot the Sta. te ot' Ca11!or.x:L1a. 

~ Franciseo, Cali~orn1a. this 02..y ot 

COto.:::lissioners.. 


