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FAIRFAX VOLUXTEER FIRE DERARTIENT, a
voluntary association of citizens

02 Tairfax Lor ¢civie yurposes,

Wme L. Bliss, Eorxy R. Christeasen,
Farold Drubhar, a committee represent-
ing the resident taxpayer clitizeans of
Tairfax and patrons of the Northwestorn
Racific Railroald Company, wao are 8O
pumerowus taat they cannot be all set
Loxth knerein, cnd Thomas C. Jordan,
a resident of Falrfax,

Case Xo. 2265.

Complainants,
vSe

EORTEVESTERN DACIFIC RATLROAD
COMPANY, o -

‘Defendant.

> wvwvvuvkuuvvvvvvuvv&-

Thomas C. Jordan for Complainant,
Re W. Palmer for Defendant.

WEITSELL, COMMISSIONER:

This 15 o proceeding m which the Fairfax Tolunteer Fire
Department, et al, complai:ﬁa.ntsz, petitioned for ax inves.‘aiga.‘aion ags
0 the adeguacy of station :L’a.;ilit*_es of the Xorthwestern Racific
Rellrozd Cc;mpa.ny at FPalirfax, Califoraic, axrd as 1o the necés‘s.i'ty Lor
the installation of safety devices at 2 crossing located at onme end

of the station platform,approximately three hundred and fifty Zeet

ixn 2 mortherly direction from the station duilding.




Compleainants allege that the passenger ziation maintaini
ed a2t Fairfax Lfor said Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company was er—
ected over fifteen years ago, bas outlived its usefulness, is ot in
keeping with the adjacent dusiness district; that 41t i3 xnow inzde-
quate to meet the puvlic zmeeds of this community and‘that'there are
ro comfort or convenience facilities connec*edvtherewith. Complainr
ants further allege that patrons are greatly inconvenienced by rea-
son of the lack of proper and adequate station racilities and that
thae stairs leading to tne station pl atform have been allowed to
aete*iorate have not been repaired and are consequently a source of
great aanger. Complaiﬂants glso allege that the grade e¢rossing lo-
cated at the northwestexly end of the station platform is heavily 
travelled and inslequately protectec.

A public hearing was held ixn this matier at ?airfax ox
Qetober 29, 19261

Two disztinet conmplaints are made, the Iirgt ix. regaxd to
station facilities and the second in regard to certain croszsing pro-
tection. The adéqnacy of the station facilitiqs.will Tirst bYe 4is~-
cussed.

Tne size of the station building complained of iz fifteen

oy thirty feet. It iz situated on the southwesterly side of the
trocXs ond 45 embirely closed in on three sides with the northeast-
erly side, facing the westboumnd track, open.
' Complaizmonts® reproseniatives testified that the »revalling
-whnfer'winas in this iocality, due to the topegraphy of thc cowatry,
are in o southerly direction and Blow tho roim into the open side of
the sta*ion, thus greatly reducing 1ts effective shelter.

A couvnt of the number of pa sengers toarding tae electric
trains at Felrfaz during tne week of September L9tk to 25th, 1926,

shows an average of approxinately sizxy-two passengers por train Loxr

258




three comsecutive trains leaving Fairfax in the xorning at 6:24,
6:54 and 7:24, waile the average for all trains for the seven days
considered i3 apvroximately nineteen passengers.

The station facilities affbrded'appear to be adequate
for the aversge number of passengers carried ver train, dbut for the
three esarly trains additional sheltef facilities should be provided.
Sufficiont additional shelter could be afforde@/%%rtly enclosing tho
northeasterly side of tho exis£;ng station and oy constructing an
umbrells sihed, approximately ton foot in width b7 seventy feet in
lengta across the front theréoﬁ.

¥r. L. ¥ Gillogly, Superintendent of the Southern Division
of the Northwestern Pacific Railrosd Company, tostified that hoe had
roceived suthority to expend sufficient sums to repair and repaint
the station building ond fence, to replace Lour of the seveoral flights
oL wooden stairs ledding o tae s;atioﬁ platform wita céncrete'struc- |
turesg, and to replant the station grouwnds with' shrubs snd pla;ts.;

Sebsequent to the f£iling of the complaint, the“fail:oad
begén construction of the conecrete stairs and they are now nearly
completed. It is not the intention of the Railfoad, it was.étated;
to replace the remaining flights o2 .wooden stairs, but'thé& are 10
be properly maintained and kept in zood conditiox.

It 1s concluded that with the comélétion of the edditional
improvements recommended and:df the repairs now being carrié& on,
the station fﬁcilities will be made adequate for the traffic now
- offered and will be materislly improved in 30 far asg appparaned is
| concefned. | | |

| The Kortbwestern.facific Railroad runs through the tomn

of Fairfax in s northwesterly direction. The reilrosd rigat-of-way

in this vicinity is paralleled on each side by roadwastthe*more :

iaportant of which ig the main'highway between,sausalitd'and Eotn:-

B |
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Ieyes on the northessterly side thereof, the otaor being a streot
connecting wita the highway to Bolinas 3ay on the southwesterly side.
Two short streects comnect these roadweys across the tracks of the
railroad, one southk and the other norih of tae Fairfex statior.

Tho latter grade crossing which is approximately three hundred dﬁd
£ifty feet northwest of tae station, is the crossing under considers~
tion in this proceeding. Standard croscing signs are the only pro-
tection maintained at this crossing. Additiomal protection inm the
form of sn asutomatic flagman is maintained at the crossing south of
the station. | |

4 portion of the town of Fairfax including & few business
nouses and tae post office is situated northeast of the Eéinf ZeYyes
nlghway. However, the greater portion iﬁcluding nearly all the
residentisal seétion is.located soutawest of the stregt'onlfhe opPPO=-
site side of the traocks. | o

| It appears that the speédvof the railread traffic« ovei
the crossing under consideration is not great, as sll elect:ic
trains stop at the Fairfax Station and.all steam ttains are’ restrict-
ed in speed to twenty miles an noux.

Complainants offored testimony to the effect that fhe traf-
fic over the crossing involved in tais proceeding is guite héavy due-i
to the fact that the Post office i3 on ome side of the track, and
the larger vortion of the business and residential section én the
other. It was algo éhown that tae tracks.lQAding dway,from the |
erossing t0 the north Sre on & sharp curve, and iﬁja deep cut and
thaf consequentli the‘view in that direction is zeriously obstructed.
It was ccnténded'by complainant:tﬁat the croséiﬁg‘under consideration
is more heavily traveled tzan tnat to the south and should héve
similsx protecﬁion. De;endant's éepr@sentative tostifled that it

was his opinion that the traffic over tho north eroszing ig not as
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heavy 23 taat over the crossing 0 the souti. |

No actual-count of the crossing traffic over a definite
period of time was made by eifher Paxty, but the record Appears o
Justily the conclusiorn that this traffic is r3111& heavy. It is
concluded that, dume 0 the obstructod view axd volume of traffic,
additianal protecticm should be provided at this crossing im the
Lorm of ax automatic flagman.

The following forxm of Order is recommended:

Fairfax Volunteer Fire bepartmenz, et al, having brought &
Lformal complaint against the Northwestern Pacific Railxroad Company,
requesting this Commisciong to make Lts orxder requiring seid railroad
to dmprove its stat;oﬁ racilities.at FalriaXx in such o manner a3 %o

make seil station facilities cdequate and further requiring North~-

westerm Pacific Rallroad to provide such protectioﬁ'at The 3rade
exrossing located apﬁzoximately three hundred and Lifty (350) feet in
a northwesterly‘directian from Fairfaox station, as public s&fdty
mey justify, 2 public hearing having been keld, the Commission beirg
2pprised of the fact, the mattor being under submission ana :cea.d;r'~
for decision: |

IT IS EERESY ORDERED tant Northwe;tern 2acific Railroead
Comsany shall repair axd repaint the Fairfax station.building~ana
fence and shail replant the station'grounas with shrubs and plants
ané build the concrete steps as deseribed on map marked C.E.SQQD,

attached to Xorthwestern Pacific Rail:oa&fs forma; answer in 4his

matter.

I7 IS HERERY FURTEER ORDERED that Nortawestern Dacific

Railroad Company shéll‘partially‘enciose thé\n@rtheasteriy,siae oL

the exlsving Falirrax station and shall construct and maixntain across

s3id northeasterly sile thereof an umbreila shed or other sulitabdle
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passenger shelter, sald passenger zhelter %o be approximetely

SeTenty (70) feet long and ten (lo)‘fbet wide, except that iﬁnfront of
the szation‘its width snall be guci as to provide the minimum cleoarance
proscribed in Commission's Gexorsl Order 26~a. Northwestern Pacilic
Railroad Company shall, within thirty (30) days from the date hereof,
file plans for said Pasaengexr shelter énd’upon‘approval by this Com~-
migsion shall proceed immodistely with the construction thoreodf.

ID IS EZRIBY FURTEER OXDERID that an automatic £lagman shell
be installed for prétection of thé crossing located approxinately three
hundred and fifty (350) feet in a norfhwesterly direction from szaid Pair-
fax Stetion at the so1é exponze of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company, 3sid sutomatic Zlagman to be of a type aund instslled in accor-
dance with plans or daté appﬁoved by tae Commission. The m@intenanco o
said “lagman shall beo borme by the Noxrthwestern Pacific Railrocad Company.

IT IS EZRERY PURTHER ORDZZED that Northwestern Pacific Ra;l-
road Company shall within thairty (30) days thereafter, notify this d@m- |
miszion, in writing, of itz compliance with the terms of this Order{

- Por all otker purpoées the effective date oL this order shall_
bé twonty (20) days £rom andlafter the date hexreof. ’
iheﬂfbregoing Opinion and Order are heredby approved and or~
dered #iled as the opinion and order of the Raﬁlroad Commigsion ofvthe
State of California. |

Datéd at San Prancisco, Califoraia, this ‘(aﬁ" day of

’ 192?;




