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DBEFORE TEE RAILROAD-COMMISSION OF T=E SﬂﬁﬁE or G&LIFGRNIL

In the Matter of the Application of the
County of lerced Lor authorizotion per-
nitiing the construction of the highway
eroscsing over the Cenirsl Pacific Rail- Application No. 12432,
roald On axn avenuve irn Huwnter Colony, Sec-)

tion 32, '.'h‘p. 6 S. R, 12 E._MOD.BD & Mo)

)

C. E. MeCray, District Lttorney, for Memeced.County.

Wz. Riseden, :rér ‘Southern Pacific Company.

3Y IEEZ COMMISSION:
OPIXIOXN

This is an application dy the County of Merced Tor a pub=-
lic road crossing at gralde over the track of the Southern I’aciﬁc“
Coﬁpany in the vicinity of Lrexna Station. A public hearing was
neld in the matter on Octoder :.st; 1926, before Examiner Lustin at
Yerced. Southern Pacific Company, Lfor reasons which &ppeer later,
d4€ not oppose the granting of the application.

The railroad in this vicinity zums in & general north-
westerly and southeasterly direction, crossing the east and west.
section linesz 2t an angle of about 30 degrees. Ls 13 common in this
valley territory, the state highway is constructed parallel to and
adjacert to the railroad right-of=woy, in this case being on the
northerly side thereof. IThe crossing applied Zor is on a prolected
north and south road through the center of the nortawest quarter of
Section 22, Towachip 6 South, Remge 12 East, M.D.B. & M. amd 12 dis~’
tant = 1ittle over ome-quarter of a mile northwesterly along the
rellroad from s existing north axnd south road along the h.al:t-sec‘t_ion

line of this sectiom which orocses the tracks at what is kuown &s
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aXens Crossj.ﬁ.g. There Ls also a ¢roscing about ore-half mile
northwest of the 6rossing applied Lor on an east and wesf- road,
known a3 Nixon Road, the extension of this road forming the noz-thQ
exrly boundary of the adove section. The north and south road lead-
ing to the irena Crossing ’e.né. the crossing herein apyplied for are
comnected by another east and west road throvwgh the center of the
section on the southerly side of the railroad and it is feasible
for residents along this road to reaoh either of the adove cross-
ings by existing zoads. The proposed road would commect this
latter east and west road With the State Eighway.

The proposed road and crossing would probably be some
convenience to the ownexr of the land through whick the road _would‘.
be opened dut his property already Lronts on 'tgwo pubﬁ.ic roads, one
of which is paved. The new »oad, therefore, ig in no way necessary
to him, although 1% would shorten the distance from his actual
residence to the main highway. It aight also orfer a ghorter roﬁtc
t0 the pe.%red. state highway for e.'limited number of other property
owners iiving directly south of the propozed crossing. It is con-
tended that approximately eighty per cent of the ochildren attending
the Arena School Llive south of the railroad track &ud as the scﬁool
uildirg Ltselz ié some distance north of the track, these children
are, thereZore, forsced %o cross the railroad and the State Eighway
at the Arena Crossing, wb.ei-eo.s if the new cro'ssmlg were oOpened, a ‘
considerable number of these children could use it znd thexn proceed
along the State Highway to Arend, whoere the road comnecting with the
sohool intersects the highway. The distance that mogt of these
children wowld have %o travel to‘a.vail thenselves of the new oxross=—
ing would be greater than they now travel fto use the Aarenz Crossing.
We see little merit in the above argument, in £a0% ..t appesrs some~
waat ixrationzl to lold that there i3 nore hazaré iﬁvolved. in school
children croscing the tracks at 2 crossing protected by a wig~wag,
as {s the Lrena Crossing, and then proceeding across the highway a.f-
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a Zairly important intersection, thon there wouwld be in croésing
the same track at a crossing which would probably rnot hcve the pro-
tection of a wig-wag and then belng reguired to walk or otherwige
rooeeld for a disténce of a quarter mile slong & main traveled
high=-speed highway to the came intersection. It is cl&im@d that
the view is obscured at the Arena Crossing vut it appesxs taat it
1s also poor at the proposed crossing and LT the buildings and
packing sheds are constructeld, which, according to the record, are
contenplated, the view comditions at the new orossing would be worse.
The Southern Pacific Company’s statién reservation at
Arena consists of a tract of land some'175 foet in width, extending
from Arena Road to the site of the proposed orossing and on the
opposite side of the track from the highway. The railroad company
has under consideration the fLuture development of this tract fox
industrial sites by the construction of ftracks and of a drivewny
connesting the two roads. When this ic done, the crossing applied
Lor world furnish a oonwvenient westerly entrance o their property
Zrom the nighway. The present iﬁaustrial development &t Arena has
rot, however, »resched a stage where additional access is needed,
&s there 4Ls but one industry requiring track service axnd thet is
apparently adequ&tqu gserved dy doth rallway and road facilitliecs.
Thexre arevprospects that some other industries may locate on this
propexrty, one of which is vhe nuch discussed cotion gin, on which
Yestimony has been presented to the Commission in support of at least
two other cpplications foxr gralde crossings at other locations in

thils county.

It iz apparent from the recoxd in tois proceeding that the

o-inary reéson Lor this croszsing is vo serve the station reservation
of the Southern Pacific Company. The Chafrman of the Board of Super-
visors of lUerced county; in whose district the crossing iz located,
alse emphatically stated that in his opinion the Southern Pacific
Company should bear the entire expense of installing the céossing,
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basing his statement, we presume, on the ground that 1T would be
the éhief beneficlary. He later quallifisd thisc answer by saying
that possibly one-half of the use of the crossing would be by the
genersl public Lor other purposes than gaining acoess to railroad
property. |
after due consideration, we Zail to éee wherein there is
any public nececsity Loxr an additionzl crossing at this point or
even in this vieinity and the present application will be dénied in

the following oxder.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Mexced, State of
California, having nade application for auvthority to construot a
public road at grade acrossz ire Track of Central Pacific Railroad
Company (operated by Southern Pacific Company) in the Town of
Axena, a';ublio hearing having been held, the Commission being
apprised of the faots, the matier being under sudbmission md ready
for decision, therefore

Im'is ZEREBY (RDERED that the 2bove entitled‘appliéation
be axmd it ig heréby denied without prejudice.

Dated at San Francisco, Califoxmia, this /& % day o2
LA RAL ., 1927
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