
Decision No. 

:sEro2E THE BAILF.OA1> CO~SSION OF T:a:E STAZE OF C.ALIFO;;mIJ. 

S~ HOME P.A.?l:· IMPRO~T CL'03, ) 
oompla1lUlJ:lt, ) 

) 
vs. ) case No. 2260. 

) 
MR.· and MRS. J.A:BS EVA, ) 

j)&~end$Jlts. ) 

In the IrJ.B.tter o~ the Application of ) 
. JAMES M. EVA. s::ld FLO:ezNCE. V. EVA, ) 
for e.n order, au thor:tz1ng e. change of) App11catiotl No. 13131. 
rate aDd e. ~form flat rate for ) 
water service. ) 

George A. Applognrth for summor Aome Park Improvement Club. 

Edward .i. 0 r:an en fc>r James M. Eve. and Florenee V. EVa. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ........ --.-~-~ 

James U. Eva. end Florence V. EVa., his vl1:fe, are t.b.e 

owners of a puolic utility water ~st~ which ~pplies water :for 

domostic ~urposes to the reSidents of the s~er resort known as 

S't1m:ller Homo Park, loea.tod. on the Ra.ssi&l .i:\1ver near tb.e town of 

Hilton, SO;COlll.$. County. ~.b.e Stucmer Rome Park ImprovementClt:.b is 

So civic orgsnizat1Oll fomed by the park "residents tor tb.e ptZ.:rpOS$ 

of furthering the welfare of the commn%l~ty. 

In Ce.se NO .. 2260, s.s entitled above, complaint is ma4e 

by'the S'amner ::tome Ps.rk Improvement Club tb.o.t the water sorv1eo 

:f't1rn1e.b.ed the cons'Il:Oers durillg the sa.mm.er season is itJ.ad~qus.te 

and not su:!fieient :for t.b.o1r ordi%l8.l7 dOQGstic need.s, $lld tb.& 
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COmmission is reque~ted to order the utility to 1mpro,ve its .wa.­

te~ system and methods of operation. SUbsequent to the filing 

of the above, compls1nt Je.mes M.. EVa and. Florenco V. Eva :filed 

Wi tb. the COmmission Applica.tion No. 13137, foX' e.n inerea.ee in 

rates. 

In the above application it is alloged 1n ef~eet that 

the present rates ~re inadequate to produce the revenue neces­

sary to :return to applicants tl1.e coat of l"ellder1.ng the present 

ee%"V1 ee o~ water to their oO%lS\l.mere, and tlla.t 1n order to prov1de 

the a.dd1 tiol:lfJ.l and improved eerv1ce whio.b. is now rie:cs.nd.ed., appli­

cants Will ·be burdened %lot only wit.!:. &l added CC.p1tsl expond1turo 

for tile neceesary s.dd1tio%l3 'sud botterments to increase tho capa.-

01 ty of t.b.e system but also with inereased. operat1l:lg e~1l8es., 

W.b.erefol"e the request is made that the CoDmx1sSioll issue an order 

au tb.Or1z1ng Sl1c.b. increased. rates as. may be fo.und just and reason­

able. 

!he ~"oove proceedings were cOllsolida.ted for the purpose 

of taking teetimony s..nd for deciSion and a. public hearing thereon 

was .held at Stumner Rome Park 'before Examiner Austin, after .e.ll 

interested parties .!:lad been dul,. llot1:f1ed and gt ve:a s.n opportu­

nity to appear 8.lld be heard. 

Tb.e water Sttpply of t.l:.1s utility is obtalIled ms.inly bZ'" 

pumping :!rom So well located on the bank of the Ra.ss1an River. Ixl 

addition, eo gra.Vity supply is obta.1nod:er~ certain springs" bo.t 

t.i:.o small CJ:Il.S.'C.ti ty ave.i1$.ble from t.b.1s eourco during the peak 

drafts on the 3ystem from Jnly to September is negligible. ~he 

di str1 bution, 3ystem consists of o.bou t 12,000 l1neal. feot o~ 

standard. screw pipe, largel,. ODe and two inches in d~eter. The 

water is delivered ~irectly into the distr1bution mains and the 

oxcess fiows into three smal.,l stomge tanke, the largeet haVing 

a. capacity of 12,000 gallons. At present there are about ninety 
" 

.l::.o'tWee on the tra.ct, ocen.p:ted largely by attmmcr res1dents. J. 
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~er resort hotol is the largeet individual user of wator. 

Thore are no meters on this system aDd charges are based upon 

the schedule of rates established 'fly tbis Commission 1n its 

DeciSion No. 54l6, ds.ted Maoy 24, 1918 , as follows: 

FLAT RATES 
.. 

C s.) Six dollars s:anua.lly to be pa.id 1ll advanee. 

Co} In addition to 'tb.e annual charge, pay.llent 
for oac.b. mont.b.. during which SJ;.'3 wa.ter is used 
a.s follows: 

(1) .Additional flat rates: 
Jnne and JUly. • • • • • $1.25 
Rema.iningmont.bz • • •• • SO 
The maXimtUll c.b.srge to be 
$12.00 per 9slendsr year. 

(2) Additional meter rates: 
For all use. • • • • •• $.25 per 100 en.ft. 
Minimum, per month. •• ".50 

The eVidence sb.Ows t.b.s.t for a number of PD3t years the 

quantity of' wa.ter delivered oy this utility has been ~f1c1ent 

and the se:rvice rendered 1na.deq'C&te for the needs of its consum­

ers during the' S'tOl:ter months, vbich is t.b.e only time water" is 

reqc.ired by the ma.jori ty of t.b.e USers. Tb.18 condition can be 

greatly improved b,. t.b.e installation of Son additional stors-ge 

tsJ:lk proper17 located.. snd ha.ving e. capac1 ty of Dot loss than 

257 000 gallons. The ens.ting electrically dr1 ven pump 13 ver:; 

old a.n.d in a. poor e ondi tion of repair. To remedy tb.1s tull:'olia­

ole ~d hazardous situation a standby pumping unit sh~d be 

1nst81led Wi thou t dels,~ 1.l:l order tb.s.t deliv.ery of' water may he 

ma.1nts,1.ned. in c:a.se of e. breakdown requiring extonaivo repairs. 

In the past very serious inconvenience and annoyance bas been 

suffered b,. the reSidents from this souroo. It is estimated 

that these l.mpl'Ovet:lents can be 1nstslled and. CO%:ll()cted up Wi tb. 

the present system :for a:pprc>x1mately $27 SOC. 

At the t1me ra.tes were eat.s.bl:tshed in 19l8 the va.lue 

of t.b.e investment in the plant and equipment of this ttt111V was 
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found to be $3,570. The eVidence s.b.ows that the tldd:tt1o:c.e· and 

betterments to ca.p1 tal 1l:lstalled subsequent thereto amotzllt to 

$600, whie.b. woa.ld make the total estimated original cost of the 

used aQd usefUl properti~s $4,170. ~he conswmers have demanded 

tJ:la.t th1 s system be rep8ired. end necessary improvements 1nste.l­

led to prO'Vide proper service. ~he evid.ence clearly shows t.b&t 

this e.b.ould be done. The ownere have agreed to improve the plant 

provided they are given a reasonable retur.o upon their investment. 

The estimated costs of the neeeasa.r.1 impro·vements added to the 

pres.ant plant reStllts in a total of $6,670, whie.b. will be s. reas­

o%lB.ble rate base for the pu...'""Poses of t.b.1e procoed1ng,. contingent 

upon the 1Ilstsllat1on of t.b.e 1mpl'Ovements which will be proVided 

for in the folloW1ng order. The corresponding depreCiation an­

nuity Will amount to $117, com:puted b:.v the five 1)Or cent. 8i~ 

1ng ~d method. 

At the hea.r.tng M. I. Reed, one of tJle Commission'S en­

gineers, su.blll1 tted a. report covering the results of a. field ~-
I 

vestigation of the utility and analysis of its pa.st operat1ol2S. 

It was fo't7lld that the a.ccounts .b.a.ve ,not been kept in an e.eeu:re.te 

or systemAtiC maxlXler snd diffiClllty was experienced in making 4 

seg%'ogat1on of the items proper1:r c.b.argea.ble to operating ex­

penses and to the capital a.eCO:ll%lts. From the date. available, 

.b.owever, snd ta.:d.ng into considers.tion present opera.ting condi­

tions,. it appears t.b.at ~OO Will he a reasonable allowance to 

cover the annual maintensnce and operation expenses: for the im-

med1a.te future. 

The present rates ,roduced a gross revenue o~ $758 1n 

1924 end. $945 1n 1925. It appears however t.be..t the b.o~l. whieh 

is the largest user of wa.ter .Q.lld is operated. b:.v t.b.e same inter­

ests wb.ic.b. s.re at presont o~rati:lg t.b.e water system, .b.e.e eon­

tribt1ted a very small amaa.nt, if any, to above revenues. 1rom 

a stud:r and analysis of the c.b.s..racter and smOtttlt. o~ tb.e present 
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water use. the schedule ,of rates establi~ed in the folloWing 

order bas been computed SDd designed to rield s fair retur.n on 

the r~te base eet out above, cor~idering the present conditio.n 

o~ development of the area 8&~~ed, and to effect,s more e~ta­

ble distribution Of the' charges to the various conSllmer$ accord-

1J:lg to t.b.eir respective us'os of wa.ter. 

SUmmer Home Park Improvement Club having filed a f~ 

complaint against J~os ~ Eva and Florence V. EVa, owners of 
the unincorporated public utility wa.ter system which sa.pplios 

ws.ter for domestic purposes in the realty subdi'Vision known as 

Summer E:ome Park, and Jame3 U. Eva. and Florenee V. EVa ll.a.villg 
, . 

f11ed an spplication for an increase in the rates charged for 

water deliv.ered to their con~mors.1n said ~er Rome ~k, a 

public hearing lla.ving been beld 1J:l tae above proceedings, w.hic.b.. 

by stipulatiO%l: were consolidated for hearing and decision, and 

the Commission oeing no\'1 fully iDfomed in the matter, 

It Is Hereby F~d as a Fact thAt the water aervice 
, . 

rendered by tb.e system owned by James M. EVa and J;'lorenee V. Eva 

to the con~ers in Summer Home Park As.s been insde~ate and in-

sufficient and tb.a.t improvements to this water system are urgent­

l:.v and reasonably required :1n order t.b.&t adequate and proper serv­

ice maY' be rendered; and 

It ,Is Rerebz FUrther F~d as a Fact that the present 
J , ... 

rates e.b.e.rged by James ~ Eva and Florence V. Eva.., in 80 far as 

the:.v differ from the rates herein established, are unjuat ~d 

unreasonable for the render.1.ng of Mequate serv1 co and that the 

ratee herein estab11~ed are just and reasonable ra~es to be 

charged for water delivered to con~ers for ~ch ade~te and 

proper servi ee. 
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And 'basing its order upon the foregoing findings of' 
" 

fact and upon the statements of fact Conts.ined in the op1n1on 

preceding ~is order, 

I1' IS :a:EaEBY OROERZI> tb.a. t James M. Eva. e.nd Florence V. 

Eva be and the~ ~e hereb~ ~thorized and directed to ~11e With 

t.b.1e CommiSSion w1t.!l1:c. twenty (20) d.e.rs from. the dato of' t.b.1s or-
. 

dar, the following schedule of ra.tes to be cb.8.rged for water de-

l:tvered to -'their conswners in the S'Wmi:or Rome I>srk subdiVision, 

to become effective as hereinaftor proVided. 

SCREDU2 OF RATES 

Flat Rates: 

1. :M1niIzmm 8.traual c.b.o.rge, payable in advance, wh1cb. 
entitles consumer to water service for do-
mestic purposes for fi va cOllseeutivo months •• $12.00 

For ea.ch s.dd.1 t10nel month of the c8l.endc.r year 
over five, that w&tor is used. • .. • .. .. .. •• 1.00 

2. Flat ra.tes :for service fCJr the er..t1re c8l.endar 
. ~ea.r, payable 1n advance, whic.b. enti. tle8 con-

sumer to wa.ter serv1ce for domestic P"Q-'""POaes. 15.00 

3. For the :Iotel Property': Flat rate, pa.ra.ble in 
adva.nce for water service during tlle entire 
calendar '3es:r. .. .. .. • • ... .. .. .. .. • .. .. • .. • l50.oo 

Metered Rates: 

1. MiniMum annual e.b.arge, pa.ys.b1e 1%1 s.d.va:c.ce, 
w.b.ic.b. anti tles consumer to 400 cubic :tee-t of 
water per mont~ for five conseeut1re months. • $12.00 

For each additional month o~ tAe calendar year 
over five, that water. ie used, for 400 ~bie 
fest or less per month • • • .. .. • .. • ~ • •• 1.00 

For all use of water 1l:l excess of the m1ll1mam 
qc.snt1t'3: 
From 400 to 2000 cubic feet per month, per 
. 100 ~b1c feet • • • • .. .. .. .. • • • .. _ •• 0.25 

All use over 2000 cu'bic feat per month, por 
100 cubic feet.. • • .. • • • • .. • .. • • •• 0.15 

2. Minima.m annual c.lls.rge ~or 12 mcmths r service, 
paya.bl e in ad vance, wb.i c.b. anti tles conStlmer . 
to 400 cubic feet o! wa.ter per month • • • • • 15.00 

For use from 400 to 2000 ~'bic feet per 
montA, per 100 ~'b1c fc&t. • • • • • • • •• 0.Z5 

All use over 2000 cubiC feet per month, 
per 100 cubic feet • • • • .. • .. .. • • • •• 0.15 .. 

.", ... 
';"0;.) 



- I 

Florence V. Eva e.b.all, w1t.b.1n thirt:y' (30) days from the date of 

tb.is ord.er, submit to this Commission, for its a.pproval~ plans 

aDd specifications for the improvement of the water storage and 

pumping facilities which will r~ed:y' the existing condition of 

inadequa.te a.nd insufficient service to constullers,. and t.b.s.t follow­

ing such approval b.y the CommissiOn, the illeto.llationof such 1m-

prove::nen ts s.b.e.ll 'be made in accordance theren tb. and ccmpleted and 

in pr~er operation not ~ter than the first day of Jnne, 1927. 

I.T IS :a:EltE$Y F~:c:ER OEDZREl) that the schedule Of ratos 
. ' 

esta'blislled in the order herein s.b.e.ll not become effec·tive exee;pt 

upon the completion of the improvements as ordered herein and. the 

accoptance thereot by supplemental order of this Commission. 

IT IS &ZREB'Y:E"tT.RTEER OEDE:REl> tb.o.t Je.mes M. Eva. and. Flor­

ence V. ZVa be and they are hereby directed to file With the Com­

miSSion, within thirty (30) dsys fromt.b.e date of this order, re­

Vised rules and rega.lations gove:z::c:ing their rela-tiona snd ee%"V'1co . 

to consumers, ssid rules and regul~tions to becomo effective upon 

their acceptanco for t.11ing by this Commission. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this order ,­

shall 'be twenty (20) dS:y'8 from and after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this Jtt~ 
of January, 1927. 

'.," ~ .. 

. co::lcii sa1 OIl Ol"fJ. 


