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JU, 1/4/27. 

Decision !\To. ! 7 9 3'7 · 
BXE'O:m: ~ RA.IL:aOAD OOMraSSION OF mE S!r11.D OF ,CALIFOlm'IA. 

In tile Ma.tter ~ the ~pl1.cation o~ 

!rHO S. PA.RXEJ'I.L 
. . ~..... . 

to have a water rate eBtabl1shed. 

) 
) 
) APplication No. 13193. 
) 
) 

!J:!.b.omas Parkll1ll, 1:0. propria persona. 

M. E. F1l:m, J. F. Williams, A. O. DOnog.b. 
e.nd G. Abrs.b.am.,. consumers., ~or. 
themsel:v.es .. 

. ;s.y mE COMMISSION: 

OprE'ION -- ......... - ......... -
Thomas Parkhill, t.b.e applicant herein", OPQra.tes a.n un-

1ncorpor.ated public ut111tywater system which supplies water ~or 

domestic purposes to eerta1n rosidents in the roal estate subdiv-

ision knOwxl as Ridge Park Tract located near tb.e Town o~ Concord, 

. . . ' 
I ... 

1%1. Contra Coata County. In tile application t.b.e request 1s made 

that this COmmission establish a schedule of metered rates for Wa-
tar deJ.ivered. and t.ba t the lim ts o~ tile servi ce area o~ tb.1a ut1l-
ity be defined and :fixed. 

A. public .b.e.a.r1ng in t.b.1s matter was held be~ore Exa.mi:cer 

Satterwhite at Concord after all interested partios had been no-

ti f1 ed. and gi von an opportun1 ~ to appear and be .b.eard. 

T.b.ie water supply system was originally 1l:Is.t811ed. abou~ 

1913 by t.b.o Bidge Park Improvemellt CompllllY, a corporation, to pro-

Vide the necessary water service for their real estate ~bdiV181Qn 

then bo1ng marketed and known as Ridge Park Tract. In 1919 the 

l. 
nn'7 .... "' .. J 
.~ "', 



Bidge Park Improv~ent Compan~ was involved 10 financial di!f1-

cul ti es and t.lle corporat1on became deflmct. ~.b.ereupon ~.b.oma8 

Parkhill. applicant .b.erein. made arrangements Wi tb. t.b.e Improvement 
Co:npal:lY to operate t.b.e plant primarily to 111sure· water service to 

Me own property. It appears tb.at 1n 1914 Park.b.1l1 acquired six 

lots in the tra.ct, including Lots NO. 51 and NO~ 45 on wbicb. the 

wells and tank were located; however, the title to the ~1ng 

plant, wells and tank bad been reserved to the Imp~ovement Compa-

'D:J'. This a.rra.ngement continued until t.b.e year 1924, when Park-

.b.1l1, as assignee of the Rid go Park Improvemen t compe.::y, acqUired 

the ex1st:1ng water plant for a. considera.t~on o:r $250 &nd .b.a.s since 
continued to operate the syctem. 

.AS -:e.e result of So compla.int filed b~ cortB.1n of the wa-

ter users to the ef:!ect t.b.a.t Parkbi1l bad discontinued serv1ce to 

t.b.em, the COmmiSSion in its Decision Xo. l5932 da.ted Feb~ 5, . 
. . 

1926, doclared this plant to be So public utility SJ:ld di~eeted. said 

Pe.rkb.111 to file Me rs.tes, rules s.D.d. regtllat10ns w:t. th tb.e COmmis-
SiOll. 

Zb.e wa.ter supply is obta::tned from two l4-1nch wells about 

36 feet deep loca.ted Oll Lot NO. 51. .An electricaU,- driven ptmlp 

delivers the water into a. l5,000 gallon ga.lVa.n1zed iron tank, :trom 

Which it is d1at:r1 btLted by grs:vi ty t.b.rough approxima.tely 3240 lin-

eal feet of 2-ineA standard screw pipe. ~Ae service pipes were 

installed b7 the eon~er8, together w1th small pr1va.te storage 

tanks on their premises necessary to conserve the limited water 

supply. At preaent water is fa.rn1s.!:.ed to six consumers on a :na.t 

rate of $2.00 per month. !rhese coneumers and the lots served are 
'as· 'follo'W'B : 

Abraham - Lot No.1. 
Finn - Lot.Eo. 10. 
DonOgh - L~ts Nos. 19, 20, 25 & 31. 
Bedenba.ugh - Lot No. 21. 
Williams - Lot No. 22. 
~arkh111 - Lots ~os. 4&,47,48,49,50 & 51. 
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.A. report was aubmt. tted at the hearing in t.b.1a matter by 

:g,. E. Savage, one of the Commission's ll1draill1c engtneers? Son 

wiAc.b. tb.e Orig:tnsl cost of the sy'stem wa.e estimated to' be $2~545 

as of October 31, 192c? s:c.d the depreeis:t!.on annuity, computed 'bY' 

the 5 per cent. sinking ~d method, t~d to be $63. xo other 
appraisal o:! the propert1.es was submitted. Vor:; incomplete rec-

ords of ma.1nten8.llce and ope:ra.t1on expenses .b.ave been kept by Sop-

pliO'=. t. Rowever, from an e.neJ.:,veis of such data 60S were availa-

ble, the Commission'S'engineer estimated that the ~ of $191 
.. 

would be a reasonable allowance tor maintenance ~ oper&t.ton~ 

pe:oses of t.b.ie systext for the i=med1e.te fc:ttlre. 

!b.e evidence al10ws t.ba. t the wa.ter Stlpply 1s very 11m-

1 ted s.nd is 1%lsu:f'ficient to prov.t.de 1n tb.e :fa.'ture "lor t.b.e· entire 

tract. Service at no time has been g:t ven permanentl:1 to e onsum-

era other tban those now served, and during t.b.e e~er months the 
amount of water available 18 1nadequa.te to meet t.b.e demands of the 

preee:o.t constlmer&. In the past some wa.ter has been used to 1%'%'1-

gate f:ro.1t trees 011 some of the consumers' preIll1aea, but this. serv-

1ce~ a.b.oa.ld be strictly 11m1 ted to suell periods as Will enable the 

domestic reqUirements to be fUlly met. 

In 'View of tlle 11m1 ted water supply and the fa.ct that ' 

so:rvice .b.s.s been confined to specific property, it ap:poars neces-

sary, in order to proVide any rea.sonable service at all for t.b.e 

present eonS'tllllers, tbat tb.e obligations of this utility' eb.Ould 

not be oxtended beyond tA~e now sorved. 

~.b.e rate seb.edule ostablished in t.b.e folloW1ng 'Order 

has been designed to Yield 8Jl annual. rOVOllue suf:!1C1ent to rota.r.n 

t.b.e necess8.l:'y m.e.1ntellS.%lce and operation expenses, including de-

preciation, and in a.ddit1on produce such a ret'tZ.rn upon tile 1nvest-

ment as is rea.sonable under t.b.e cond1 tion3 of operation.. A:rttll . 
reta.:rn upon the 1nvestmen t s.t t.b.is time would result 1%1 e. rate 

in oxcesS of the value of the service rendered. 
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ORDER .... - .... _ ..... 
Thomas Park.b.111 haVing mde application to t.b.e 'Ea1l-

road Commission as entitled above, a public hoaxing haVing been 

held thereon, the matter haVing been subm1tted, and the Commis-

sion being now !'ally 1Dto:rmed thereon, . 

It Is Rerebr F~d as a ~aet that the r&tes now charged 

by Thomas Parkb11l for water a~11ed to his consumers 1n the 

Ridge Park Tract, near Concord, Contra Coats. countY', are 'tIlljust 

and unreasonable in so far e.s tb.ey d1ffer from the rates .b.ere1n 

establis.b.ed, and t.b&t the rates herein established are .just and 

reasonable rates to be charged for the serv1,ee rendered. 
~ • t .. 

IT IS EErreBY ORDEREI> t.b.a t f.b.oms.s Parkb.111 be and. b.e is 

.b.ere by Qi roeted to :file Wi. t.b. t.b.i s Commi ssion w:t tbin twenty (20) 

da~e from tile date of t.b.1s ol"der the folloWing se.b.edule of rates 

to be charged ~or all water deliv.ered to consumers on and aftGr 

Feb~ 1, 1927: 

FLAT RATES 

2%ivate reSidences • • • •• · . . . . . . .$3.00 por.mo. 

:MEASURED RATES 

Monthly Minimum Che.rges: 

sis and $/4 inob meter • • 
1 inch meter • • • • • • • • 
l .l.." " • • ;~...- . ,. . . . . . . •• • • .$3.00 

• •••••• ,*.5.00 
• • • .. • ,. • • 8'.00 . . . . 

Each of t.b.e foregoing "montbly minimum charges" 
will en ti tle the oonS'llmer to tb.e quanti t:v o:f wa-
ter wbioA that m1n1mnm will ~ro.b.ase at the 
"monthly meter r.&tes~ set out as follows: . 

Monthly Meter Rates: 

From 0 to ISOC cubi0 :feet, per 100 ou.ft •••• $0.50 
" 600 to 1000'" W "W " ••• ,0.40 

Allover 1000 " " "" '! ••• 0.2.5 

IT IS HZREBY FURTRER OIa>ERZO t.b.at Thomas. Ps.rkl:l111 

s.b.all file' Wi t.b. th1 e Comm1ssion wi t.b.ill thirty 'ZO) da~ tl:om tAe 
. ~ 

c1a.te o:t this order, :I:'12les and rega.l.a.t1ons gover.ning rela.t1one W1t.b. 
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his consumers, such :ru.les and reeu1e.t1ons to become eUeet1ve 

upon eeeoptanee by this Comcission. 
IT IS EE'REBY ~B:ER O:Ea>ERED that tAe service eres. of' 

• I • • 

this utility be and it is hereby limited to Lots Nos. l, 10, 19, 

20, 21, 22, 25, 31, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 and 51, Ridge Park Tract, 

contra costa county. 
For all other purposes the effective date of this order 

.. 
a.b.all be twenty (20) da.ys from and 4fto:r tlle da.te hereof. 

Dated. a.t San Francisco, Celifornia., tbis / .z~ day 

of January, 1927. 


