
Decision No. / 79/7 . 

3EFO?3 ~E P~~IL?OA!l cO:.i!.rrSSlo:r OP TEE STATE OF CALIPORNIA. 

--------») in. ~~,~~~ n~~U~ [L 
In the ~tter of the Application ~ _ ~ulWQU~ FU~ 
of the City of Santa Cruz for an ) 
order authorizing continued main- ) Application No. 13.230 
tenanoe and r0construotion a! present ) 
elevation of E~st Cliff Drive Viaduct ) 

----------------------------------) 

:. L. Johnston. for City of Santa Cruz. 
Harry See, for Erotherho od of RuilI' cud Trainmen. 

BY ~Z COi.:aSSIO!t: 

OPINIO!~ 

This is ~n application by the city of Santa Cruz for 

permission to reoonstruct ~ bridge carrying e street over a 

track of Southern ~acii1.c Co::.ps.ny at clearances less than those 

prescribed in this Commi ssion' s G·enerc.l Order 1fo .. 2.6-3. A public 

hearing was held at Santa Cruz on November 12th, 1926, before 

Examiner Austin.. At this hearing the BrotherhoOd of Railroad 

Trainmen appeared ~d protested the granting of the applioation. 

The bridge under consideration carries 3ast Cliff Drive 

over the main traCt: of Sou: th.e~ :Eacifie COI:lPa.ny's Santa Cruz-Wat­

conVille branch in the vicinity of Seabright station. It is of 

timber constru~tion and crosses the track at a point where the 

railroad is in a deep out. The present clearance above the rail~ 

is approximll tely eighteen f~et, or fot: r feo t l<ess than the minimum 

clearance of twenty-two fect roq~ired by the Commission under 

Ge::r.oral Order 26-a for a structl.lre of this nature. This overhead: 

orossing has been in place for at least twenty-five years, and 

While the present applioation is made by the City of Santa Cruz, 
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it ~?pe~s that Southern ?~c1fio Co~~any 1s ob11e~te~ by fr~chise 

re~uire~ent to ~~illt~i~ it. 

The City of S~nt~ Cruz iz at ~rese~t improving the ~st 

Cliff Drive) ;,;;.n i~?orto.nt e~sterly outlot ::!.nd Jlle:.:.::ru.re c.ri ve which 

~rrie s consider:..ble traffic, eSlJe'ci:.:.l1y during the Zi.l!Il.:C.er season. 

~.e bridge iz i~ ~uch oondition t~ut extensive re?~irs ~d renew­

~s will soon be ~quire~. The City desires to have ~ sidewalk ~~ 

~ wider drivew~ provide~, ~nd h~s re~ueste~ the r~ilro~d oomp~ 

to ~ake these rep~irs ~~a i~~rove~e~ts. In oraer to raise the 

stru.ct'l;l"e four feet and t11US llroV':l.d.e ~ clec.r:;u~.ce of twenty .. two teet 

~bove the r~11s, it ~ppears that oh~~ges will have to be m~de in 

the 8.~?roc.ches :::.no. the alignoent of the connecting roadways. It 

is c~~io.ed. that the cost ot these chc.rJges will ~ou.nt ·~o a cons1c.­

e~.::.oJ...e 2-u:::.~ t;:e sro::. t8r :p~t 0:: which wo'1.Ud be :pro1)erty d..o.m:::.ge. No 

esti~:?te ~:?s presented ~t the he~ring to show the cost of this i~­

prove !:!lent , but the Ci ty Er~,sineer zt~ ted. th:?t, in his o:tinlon, ';;he 

tot:::.l eXl'er..se ot cO:J.:pletcl:r("enewi::::t.g the structure o.:nd raising it 

to st~~Q~~ cle~~nce ~ieht be us great ~s $20,000. The ~ctu~l ex-

pe!:.Se of :::.i::l.J;lly r::.izine the br5.a.ge tour feet wou.lQ be comp:l.ro.tively 

St~tistics prese~ted by the Brotherhood of R~1lroa~ Tro.in­

~e:::. sho'l': th:;:.t in the united Sto.tes (turing the l.::.st three yeo.rs 65 

~erson~ ~ve been killed ~d 3Z7 injured in ~ccidents resilt1~ 

!roo. in:::.uti"icient overhe::.d clec.r::w.ces. It J.p?ec.r:;; th:l.t. o.t this 10-

co.tion br~cemen and switcno.en, in pertorcing their duties, would be 

very apt to be ridine on the to? of c~s, in ~~ct the com~~yts 

rule::: · ..... ould. rectuire tx.t cert:::.in I:le:Lbe::; of the crew be in such Jio" 

sition. ~ the ~o.jority Of box o~rs oper:::.ted over the Southe~ 

?:::.cific lines ~re fron 12 to 15 feet in height, and as ~uite 0. 

:::ucber 0:: Southern :P;;.o1fi c Comll~ '::;; own c~s are 15 ;:'eet or more 

in height, 0. c10'~'~~ce of but eighteen feet doeo not Drovld.e su!-

!i cient s1'o.:o for ::.:. :lOon of' avero.,ge he isht to st3.!la. ereot on tol'" 



of a car. The CommisSion has, after var'1' exhaustive study in wlJich 

many of the oarriers of the state participated, adopted its Gener­

al Order No. 26-a, prescribing the minimum c1earances whioh. in 

its ju~;ment can be saiely maintained over or adjaoent to railroad 

traoks. As before stated, the min1mum olearanoe required under 

GODeral Order No. 26-a is twenty-two feet and exoept for the add1-

tional C()st, there appea.rs no reason wiJy tb.is olearanoe should not 

be established in the present instance. In faot we believe the 

hazard to trainmen sufficient to call for the oomplete abolish­

ment of t.ns nOD-conforming olearanoe and tho immediate establish­

ment of ftul legal olearanoes. 

Southern Paoific C·ompany entered no formal appearance in 

the heari~; but an attorney representing that com~ stated for 

the reoord that the company desired to co-operate ~th the Cit'1' in 

this mattelo and that Southern Pao~fio CompaDY did not objeot to 

the eighteen feet clearanoe. 

!l!h.e City appears to be in some doubt as to who should 

stand the e:lCpense of raising the i,)::-idge 'co standard. cleuanoe. 

Southern Pa(:i:!!1e Company is apparently legally bo1lXld. to bear ,;he 

eost o~ any repairs or additions te' the actual struoture, but whe­

ther or ~ot that obligation extends to the approaohes has not been 

determined. ~e Ci t'1' of Sa:l.ta Cru.z does not X'&quest, in the present 

application, that the Commission ap;port1on the ooaat of rene.W1:cg this 

strueture and no attempt will, therefore. be made to determine at 

this time wherein the responsibility lies for Mr:~yi:cg out thft ro­

quirements of General Order No. 26-a, in case the structure is to 

be rebttil t. ~e present applioation peti tiona sin:ply tor an order 

authorizi:og the reconstruation and oontinued main1:e:oa:c.ee of thu 

Viaduot at the present elevation. which does not prOvide standard 

overhead olearanoe as presaribedin the Commdss1on's General Order 

No. 26-a. From the reoord. it a:ppee.rs that this. application should 

be denied. 
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o RD :E~ ~ - - ~ --
The City of' Santa Cruz having made applicatio~ for an 

order authorizing the continued mo.:l.ntenance and reconstrtlct:lon of 

a viad'Qet Over a traok of Southern Ptlcii'ic C'ompa:o.y at clearanoes 

less than those prescribed in the Commission's General Ordar No. 

26-a, a. p'Oblie hearing having beoll held, the, Comllliss1on being ap­

prised of the facts, t~e matter being under submission an~ ready 

for decision, 

IT 'IS EE?.E2Y ORD~ED that the above en'ti tled app1ieation 

ce and it is hereby denied. 

Dated at San Francisco~ California, th.:Ls --"(-:::..!_~ __ _ 

day of ___ :~_a_nu._'o._r_y ____ 1927. 

Commissioners. 
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