Decision No. [T

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ir “he latter of the Application

of Cousins Launch & Lighter Compeny
for New or Modifled Certificate of
Public Convenience re Operation of
Five Vessels for the Transportation
of Persons mmd Property, for Compen-
sation, between points upon the
inland waters of the State of Calif-
ornia.

APRPLICATION NO. 13282

L e B e e S NP e e N

Ll - - - - - - - - -

J.F.Quinn, Attorney for Applicant.
Pierce E.Ryan, Attorney for Protestant.

3Y THE COMMISSION:

This is an application under the provisions of
section 50(&) of the Public Utilities Aet, by Cousins Laounch
& Lighter Company, seeking a ceptifiecate of public convenience
and necessity covering the operation of vessels on toe irlend
weters of Tumboldt Bay so as to authorize applicant to engeage
in the transportatiorn of all employees and property of the
Tittle River Redwood Iumber Compony botween Eureka and Fairhovexn.
The Coggeshsll Laanch & Towboat Compeny protested the
granting of the application upon the grounds that it is now and
hes been for the past severdl years overating as a common carrier

on & daily scaedule between Bureka end Fairhaven and is adble ond
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willing to sunply sufficlent egquinment to ade@u&tely care for

all the needs of the public between these two points.

A public hearing was held beflfore Examiner Geary ot
Sureke November 19,1926 and the application having beem duly
subnitted is now ready for our opinion and order.

The rocord indicates thet for years spplicant or its
predecessor has transported the employees and property of the
Little River Redwood Iumber Company betweén Bureks ond Little
River Whari. The lumber compony, howevér, is now moving its
plant and eguipment to Falrhaven and the major portion of its
business will de, within o few months, conducted at the latter
point. '

The plea for suthority to operate Lrom and To
Faizheven is predicated solely upon the desire to continue
in effect the service heretofore rendered Lrom and to Little
River Vaarf and the only evidence and testimony submitted in
support of the spplication was from employees of the Little
River Redwood Lumber Company, who indorsed the past and present
senvice between Fureka and Little River Wharf and expressed a
gesire to hove applicent perform, in the future, a similar
service between Eureke and Falirhaven.

A study of the record, however, shows the testimoﬁy
submitted is without probative value, for in the past applicant
has trensported and now is transporting the employees and
proyperty of the lumber company 2t contract'rates, but not as a
comon carrier. From 50 to 75 employees of the lumber company
are trensported dsily, morning and.eVening, except Sunday,
vetween Iureka and Little River Wharf and occasionally consign-

ments of lumber cre trensported. TFor the passenger service &




flat montkly charge of $100.00 is collected and for the freight

& charge of apyroximately $1.50 per toxn.

Likewise, applicant transports the employees of the
Dolbeer-Carson Lumder Company between Bureks and Little River
Waerf at o flat charge of $20.00 per month. The reason & lesser
monthly charge is assessed agoinst one compeny than the other is
beceuse of the smaller xumber of mem.  There is no written con-
tract beltween the pa&ties, the service being rendered under a
verbal understanding, end the practice hes been in effect for
some 13 or 16 years.

There wag testimony to the effect that the special
passeager and freight transportation business between Humboldt
Bay proints represented dbut a very small fraction of applicant's
totel business, which concsists of towing, lighierage and steved-
oring. |

It is clearly proven by tals record that applicant
hes devoted its trensportation service a;most entirely to the
use of mill employees between Bureke and Little River Wharf at
flet sums por month, verbally agreed to by the applicant end the
interested mill companies and, therefore, that spplicant has
rever, in genuine practice, performed o common carrier sexvice
es defined by the provisions of the Public Ttilities Act. As
reretofore stated, applicant’s desire is o transport only thé
employees and property of the Little River Redwood Lumber Company.

Turing end for a period following the wer Feirhaven
wes a'commnnity of several hundred people, but now 1t is practice
elly abendoned. Vith the removal there of the lumbder mllls
Lrom Little River tre community will be revived to some extent,
althoggh the najority of the mill employees will commube from

Bareks.




Protestent, Coggershall, now renders o common carrier
service between Eurekas and Fairhoven, which service has been con-
ducted gt a loss during the greater nart of the past few years.

The testinony shows there is not sufficient traffic for
two ferries and that the best common carrier service can be given
5y voe protesiant now furnishing the service to all the publiec.

ATter consideration of all the facts of record we are
of the opinion and find there is no publle convenience snd necess-
ity for 2 service as outlined by applicaont between Zureka and

Fairkaver ond that the application showld be denmied.

This application having been dwly heard abd submitted,
full Investigcation of the matters and things involved having been
hed and vesing thils order on the findings of fect contained In
the opinlon preceding thls order,

IT IS FXRESY ORDERED that this proceeding be and the

czne hereby 1s denied.

Dated at San Franciseo,California, tals dFZZ?- day

, 1927.




