Decision No. [ i 00 l

In the latter of the Application of
ZL CAMINO CANALL COMPANY, & corpora= -
tion, for an order fixing Just, ressa Application No.11719
onsble and non-diseriminatory rates .

for water. -
In the Matter of the Apolication of
CALIFORNIA TEEAMA LAND CORPORATION,
ZL CAMINO IRRIGATION DISTRICT and

EL CALINO CANAL COMPANY for approval
of the transfer of éertain irrigation
WOrxs.

Application No.l3270

In the Matter of the Application of
FINNELL LAND COMPANY to sell and trans-
for certaln property to EL CAMING
CANAL COMPANY. ) .

IV THE MATTZR OF THEE APPLICATION of
RACIFIC LAND CORPORATION to sell and
transfer certaln property to E1 Camino
Cangl Comparny.

- Application No. 13292

— s -

Application No.13293

L S

Athecrn, Chandler & Farmer, by Aldert Z. Chandler,
for Applicant in Application No. 11719.

Fred C. Pugh, for T. R. LePage, J. W. Dewitt, )
G. P. Wiegand, Andrew Schafer, James Riclkman,
Zuil Guderjohn, A. L. Hickmen, C. T. Byrun,
2. A, Hurker, John A, Hanson end Signa J.Eanson,
2rotestants. , :

E. B. Seymour, for El Canino Canzl Jompsny and
Californis Tchame Land Compsny. .

George Harrington, for El Cemino Irrigation District.

WEITSZELL, Commissioner:

QREINION

Theso applications, all involving the properties of .
the El Camino Canal Compuny, have'been filed with this Com-
nission under the belief that the company is & public utility
in its service of wator to certain consumers-—ﬁwelve;in'ﬂ |

number--on its system.




The first opplication filed, No. 11719, iz & request
by El Camino Coxmal Company for an increase in rates as to |
‘these twelve conswners. A hearing on tpis application was
held defore me ot Tehema, Califormie, at which tinme certain of
the consumers appesred, protesting the Jurisdictlon of the Com-
aission teo entertsin the epplication on the grouwnd that they
were receiving irrigation water from the Cenel Company under con-
trects, snd not &s public utility consumers, snd that the ElCaminmo
Canal Compsny was not & public ﬁtility. ‘

Trom the evidekce adduced &t this hesring it sppesrs tret
the E1 Cemino Canal Company holds its properties under transfers
from the Finnell Lend Company and the Pscific ILend cOrpora&ion,
which trensfers bave not been suthorized by this Commission. If
the 51 Camino Cancl Compeny is a public utility, so as to entitle
it to make on application before the Commissiox for a rate in-
erease, it follows thaet its predecessors, the Finnell Land Com-
pany and the Pacific Iend Corporation, were also public utilities
for the reason thaet the record shows that the Csmal Company hes
opersted these progerties in the same menner and to the seme extent
a3 did it predocessorg. and since the Canal Company has acquired
these vroperties, it has maede no additional dedication of thei |
to public uvses Assuming as 3 Lact that the pre&écessor companigg
were public uWtilities, under section 51(a) of the Puwolic Utili-
ties Let these tramsfers would be void, since they have not been
authorized by order of the Commission, as is reouired by that
ﬁection.

This situation was pointed out to Counsel foxr the
EL Cemino Canal Company, and in response, Applications Nos.

13292 and 13293 were f£iled by the Finnell Laxnd Compesny and
the Pacific Lard Corporation, respectively} asking that the

Commission suthorize the transfer of the properties of esch
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cozpeny to the El Camino Cenal Compuny. |

2rior to the Lfiling of these latter cpplications,
ipplication No. 13270 wes filed by the Califormis Tehoma Tend
Compary and the Z1 Canmino Irrigation Distriect, requesting"this
Commission to authorize the $rensfor of the properties velong-
ing to the Z1 Comino Csnal Company to the 21 Camine Irrigation
District.

Application No. 11719 was reopened, smé npplications
Nos. 15270, 15992 and 13293 were cet down for hearing vefore
me on the 8t daj of December, 1926, at Sen Francisco. LT
that time it wes sgreed upon by and deitweon the parties that
&ll metters should e consolidated for the purnoses of hearing
cnd decislon. A% thls hearing certoin consumefs 0f the Csmel
Compary, represented by counsel, appeared In protest o the
granting of the upplication for suthority to trensfer the prop-
ortles of the Cansl Company o the Irrigation District on tne
ground, among others, thet ll of suen consumers were holders
of countracts with the Consl Company or 1ts predecessors in
interest, wunder waich controcts the Conel Compeny must deliver
irrigation water to the protestonts, snd that the Commission
is.ﬁithout auchority to abrogate these contraciunal rights by
suthorizing the transfer to the Irrigetion District.

“he matters were orully argued, and were submitted
after the filing of briefs by %he perties, and are now ready
for decision.

After a coreful review of the record, I am of the
opinion that the Il Canmine Cansal Company hes dedicated its
properties to the service of water To these twelve consumer:,
end is a pudlic utility: and T am of the further opinion that
its predécessors, Fiﬁnell Lend Compeny snd the Pacific Land

Corporetion, were slso public utilities in their rendering of a

8imilar cervice to these same consumers.




In order that the Canal Company may obtain & valld

legal title to the properties owned by it, I recommend- that

Applicstions numbered 13292 and 13293 be granted.
I feel that Application No. 13270, asking suthority

to transfer the properties from the EL Camino Canal Conpany to
the E1l Camino Irrigation District should be grented, subject.~
nowever, to the condition that the Irrigation District'will con=
tinue to‘serve the twelve consumers of the Cansal Company in all
respects oS they have Been served by fhe latter companj.

With respect %o Apolication No. 11719, csking for an

inerease in rates, I am of the opinion that there is not suf-
ficient evidence in the record o justify an incresce ot this
time, and I recommend thet the same be dismissed without preju-

dicea

- Lpplications.a3 above named and numbered haoving beenr
filed with this Commission, public hearings hnaving been:“’-held.
thereon, all matters having been duly submitted; and being
now ready for decision,-=- | |

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that ssid Anvliestion No.l32%2,

filed by the Finnell Iend Company, requesting suthority to sell
snd transfer certain broperty 0 the ElL Camino Canzl Compony,he,
and the came iIs hereby granted.

IT IS EgRE3Y FURIDEEZR OXDIRED that Applicoation Yo. 132983,

filed by the Pacific Iond Corvoration, for zuthority to sell smd
ransfer'certain property to the Z1 Cemino Cansl Company., be,

and the same is. hereby grented.

1

IT IS EERSBY ITURTEER ORDERED thet Apnlication Yo. 13270,

£iled by the Californis Tehame Land Corporction, I1 Camino Irri-

gation District exrd EL Camino Canal Company, seeXing approvél by
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this Commission of the transfers of propertles of the El Camino
Canol Company %o the EL Camino Irrigation District, be, and the
same<ié bereby granted, subject to the condition thet the E1 Cemino
Irrigation District will continue to serve the lands of the . -
twelve.present?consume;33xxx:in all feSpects a8 they have been
served by the ELl Camino Csnal Company .

IT IS ZEREBY FURTEER ORDIRED thet Application No. 11719,.

filed by the El Camino Canel Company, for an order fixing just,
reasonsble and non-diseriminstory retes for water be, end the

same 1s hereoby dismissed without preludice.

The foregoing Opinion and Order sre herchby appfovea and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Reilrosd Cohmission
of the State of Celifornis. - e

Dated at San Francisco, California, this _// & day of

Febrvary, 1927.




