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:Deeision No. li()O 3 .• 

BEFORE TEE RA.ILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE SUTE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
the FARMINGTON TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION ) 
tor authority to abandon telephone ) 
service in the area in and a.round ) Applica tic,n No. 12579. 
the ~oWll ot Farmington, San .roaq'O.1n) 
County, Calitornia. ) 

------------------------------) 
3. J. D~el, tor Lpplicant • 
.r. G. :Marshall. f'or The hciti c Telephone 

and Telegraph Company. 

BY !HE COMMISSION: 

o PIN ION --------
~s is. a. proceeding in which Farmington Telephone-

Association, hereinafter sometimes called the Association, re-

~ests authority to abandon telephone service in the area in and 

around the ~own ot Far.:n:Lngton, all. in San J'oaquin crounty. 

A public hea.ring was held in this matter beforo Examjner 

Sa.tterwbite at Stockton on September 3, .1926, at which time and 

place the matter was submitted tor decision. 

Applicant maintai~s a switchboard in the Town ot Farm-

ington where local sn tcning is performed and where connections 

are made te::> the long distance lines ot ~e Pacific Telephone and. 

Telegraph Company tor service to outside points. 

The Association began operations as a tarmer line asso-

ciation which se~ed switcb1~ service at the central ottice ot 

!he Pacitic Telephone and Telegraph Company, in the ~own ot 

Farmington. On July 18, lSlZ, The Paci~ic' Telephone an~ Telegraph 
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Com,any and Farmington ~elephone Association made a ~oint app11-

cation for pel"mission for the former to wi tbdraw from a.nd the 

la.tt~r to enter oertain ter!"i tory in and a.djacent to the Town o~ 

Farmington a.s :m operator ot a telephone system. ~his a.pp11cation 

was granted and sinoe that time the Association has been rendering 

local exchange telephone service in that territory. 

The President and Secretary of the Association gave testi-

mony at the hea.ring rega.rding ·che past and. present condition of its 

lines, e~ipme.nt and fin~oial resouroes. 
Applicant offered as its Exhibit No.1 a. oOPY of its ~­

taws, which indica.ted that each member should pay his proportion ot 

the cost o! oonstruotion s.nd maintenanoe ot the telephone system. 

and establishing Rules end Regulations tor the administration ot the 

business. 
The original co at of the sv1 tohboard was twelve (12) 

dollars and fi tteen (15) cents to ea.'oll member ot the Assoei8,t10n. 

All lines and telephone instruments were already the property of 

the members of the ~ssoc1at10n since its former operations had 

been on a ~rmer line oasis. 
The original monthly c~rge per member-subsoriber was 

fifty' (50) oents which, wi th occasiona.l assessments and thirty (30 ) 

per cent oommission trom The Ps.cific Telephone and Telegraph Company 

on all outgoing toll messages, consti~ted the entire revenue of 

the Association.. ~he monthly oharges were increase~ trom time to 

time. At the de.te ot the hearing in this matter, members having 

in~Uv1dua.lline senice pa1dthree (3) dollars per month,thos'e he.v1:og 

two-party service paid two (2j dollars an~ fifty (50) cent~ ~er month 

and all others paid two (2) dollars per month. 

A~plicant's EXhibit No.2, a copy of the minutes of the 

several meetings of the Association, as written by its Secretar.y, 
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1nd1cate~ that, at times, the outsi~e lines were repaire~ at tha ~­

pense ot the Association and, at other times, by the members served 

bY' suoh lines as needed. repairs. Zb.~re is no indiea.tion that the 

matter of ~eprec1ation ever had been considered or that any provision 

had been made at any time tor major replaoements ot plant. 

It is evident that the property has been deteriorating 

while the member-subsoriber$ have been receiving telephone service 

a.t a. low monthly charge. Erl.denee was given tb.a.t the entire plant 

needs to be rebuilt and that the Association has no su.rpl~ a.eo'llmU-

lated ~or that purpose. ~e raising ot the monthly oharges to 

members and the lowering of the cost of shares in the Assoo1ation 

have brought no relief. Witnesses statea that, on a.ccount ot the 

tinancial inability ot some members an~ unwill1ngn&ss of others. they 
believed that the Association's operations can not be plaee~ on & 

selt-~~porting basis tor future service. 

zae question of whether the Assoc1a.tion is a mutual organi-

zation or a ~ublie utility was ra1se~, at the hearing. Regardless ot 

the status of the Association as to its public ~elations, all 

testimony given shows that the users ot the service d.esire to aba.ndon 

1 t on account of 1 ts 1ns.deq:J.acyo, and. no dec1sion u:PQn tll1s phase ot 

the matter need be made. Aba.ndonment ot opera.tions.. by the Assoc1a.-.. ; 
" tion ma.y lea.ve the comma.nity, tor a. time at lea.st, without telephone 

service. ~e possibilitY' ot this reSlllt was brought to the a.ttM-

tion of m.embers of the Association who gave testim.o:ay or were in the 

hea.ring room~ but no objection was made to the granting of the 

a~plieation; and. on this account and :tor' the rea.son that the sub-

sor1 ben to telephone service in the community are also the members 

ot the Association, the applica.tion should be granted and the order 

following will 30 provide. " 
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ORDER -------
Fa.rm1ngton ~elephone Assoc1a.t1on~ having made a.pplica.tion 

to the Ra1lroa~ Commission tor authority to abandon telephone ser-

vice in the area in and. around the Town ot Farmington, a public hear-

ing having been held and the ma.tter being now ready ~or deo1sion. 

The Railroad Commission hereby finds as a fact that app~1-

cant in this prooeeding should not be required to continue the 

operation o~ its telephone system. 

Basing its Order on the ~oregoing finding of ~aot and 

upon other ~ind1ngs ot fact conta1ne~ in the opinion which preoedes 

this order. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Farmington Telephone Association 

be. and it is hereby authorized to abandon all its telephone operations 

trom and ~ter March 1, 1927. 
!he authorization herein contained is conditional upon 

abandonment ot service being completed on or berore April 1, 1927. 

For a.ll other purposes the effective ute of this order 

shall be twenty (20) days from and a.fter the date herco~. 

California., this /'-1- ~ day ot 

Commissioners. 
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