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Decision No. /47 1@;

BEFORE TEZ QAILRO&D COMNISSION oF THD STATD OF CALIFORNIA:

In the Matter of the Application

ol Southern Pacific Company for

3
Permission to Cancel commodity ) APPLICATION NO. 13160
rate on Empity Mineral Watexr Bottlos,; _ .

)

Returning.

James E. Lyons and A. L. Whittle, by A. L. Whittle,
for Applicant.

BY TEE COIQLISSION:

CPINION

This is an application by the Southern Pacific. Compaxy
under section 63 of the Public Utilities Act of the State of
Califomdia for permission 0 cancel‘froh'its Tariff 730—0,,C.R.C.HJ-
2904, Item 1490-A, the commodity xate of 4 cents per 1oo;pouﬁds{\”
applying from Senm Francisco, Ogkland and Sacramento to‘Willimns; -
applicable on empty mineral water bottles;‘returning."

The zpplicadle rates after cancellatiom of. the
commodity rate will be Class E, as per ?acifiéaFreight‘Tariff
Buresu Zxceptior Sheet No.l-X, C.R.C.No.384, Item No.320.

A public hearing was held at Sen Franclsco November J“
17,1926 before Examiner Geary and the case beznb duly - submitte&

ot

is now ready for an opinion and order. Rates will ‘be stated in

cents per 100 pounds. "




The rate applicant desires to cancel was first estab-
lished JMuly 28,1909, being predicated wupon 15 per cent of the
concurrent rate applicable on new dottles. The commodity rate
continned in effect subject to the war time changes brought about
by the increases of June 25,1918 (General Order No.28); August
26,1920 (Ex Parte 74), and the reduction of 10 per céﬁt July 1,
1922 (Docket 13293).

Witness fbr applicant presented an exhibit and testified
that the present rate was extremely low, especially when compared
with the rate of 25 conts applicadble on new bottles from San
Francisco and Ogkland to Williams, and also rates between other
points in Califormia on empty carriers, including bottles,
returning for similer distances. He further testified that this
commod ity rote when Tirst esteblished was in line with rates on
expty carriers, returning, betweer points in California as
provided for in exceptions to the Western Classification; however,
due to the fact that the class rates, also the Exception Sheet
retings, have since the war been amended at various times the
4 cent commodity rate is but 3L, 35 and 47 per cent of what the
»ates would be from Saxr. Francisco, Oakland and Sacramento, re-
spectively, if based on the current Exception Sheet ratings applic-
able on this class of traffic.

An exnibit was submitted showing that during a period
of 18 months, from February 1,1925 to September 20,1926, inclusive,
the total movement of empty bottles returning from San Franclsco
and Oskland to Willlams consisted of 14 carloads; that no shipments

were made from Sacramento; that the total revenue received for the

14 carloads was S178.37, or an average of $12.74 per car.
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The distances between Sax Francisco, OaXland and
Sacranento on the one hand, end Williams on the other, are 123, .
119 ond 62 miles, respectively, and the proposed rates compare
favorably with the current rates of 14 cents from Los Banos
and ILivingston to San Francisco, cond 1lld cents from Manteca
to Sacramento on like traffic. The distances between these
points are slightly greater than the distances between the
points involved in thils proceeding.

There eppears no reason why mineral water bottles,
returning from and to the points involved, should be given
preferential rates. A careful study of the exhibits amnd
testimony in conmmection with the instant rates indicates that
the prevailing basis on empty carriers, returning, is that
proposed by applicant and 1s not unreasonable.

There were no appearances in oppoesition, although
ghippers were notified of the hearing.

| In Application No.7292, Januvary 17,1922 (2L C.R.C.
103), wherein the short line carriers were authorized to
cancel the provision providing 15 per cent of class rates for
enpty packages or carrlers, Commissioner Loveland said:
"The rating of 15 per cent of class rate

_basis is one of the lowest ratings on

any cormodity handled by these carriers.

It was further shown that these applicants,

former non-federal controlled lines, do

not handle a very great volume of returned

enpty carriers and thet the application in

this proceeding weas prompted more by a

cdesire for uniformity than by the possible
increzse in revermue.™

Tpon comsideration of all the facts of record we

arc of the opinion and L£ind that the commodity rate of 4 cents

applicable on mineral water bottles returning from San Francisco,
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Oakland end Secramento to Williams is unjust and unreasonadble

and that the just and reasonadble rates are the class E rates

published in Southern Pscific Company Tariff 917-D, C.R.C.2929.

The application will be granted.

This application having been duly heard and submitted,
foll invesfigation of the matters ard things involved having been
had, and basing this order oz tie f£indings of faect and the com-
clusions conteined in the dpinion, which 1s hereby referred to
and nmade a paxrt hereof,

IT IS EEREBY ORDEREZD that the application of Southern
Pacific Coﬁpahy be and the same is hereby granted, and appizcant
1s hereby suthorized to cancel the rafte on mineral water bottles
from Sen Franclsco, Oakland and Sacramento to Williams, as set
forth In the 2pplication and published in Item 1490-A, Southern
Pocific Taxiff 730-C, C.R.C.2904. '

Dated at San Francisco,Califomia, this 5£‘JéZfday

ot Warodhe 1021,

CJ

Commissioners.




