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Deo1sion Iro. Ii: a J: t • 

, :BEFORE ~HE RAlLRO.AJ) COMMISSION OF Tm: STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the ma.tter or the investigation OD ) 
the Commission's own motion ot the } 
rea80nableness ot the ra.tes, service,,> Case No •. 2288. 
rules, regulations and praotices ot ) 
~EOP"'.wES C.AL::::roRN'IA HYDRO-ELECTRIC ) 
CORPORATION. ) 

------------------------------) 
D. W. !)a.hlquist tor Peoples California. 

BY~-Eleetrie Corporation. 
Renr,y- She:per tor Consu.mers. 
L. D. ~ooney tor Albert Larson. 8. eon~er. 
Leonard Stone, City Attorney. tor City ot 

Fort ~. 

BY TEE C~ISSION: 

OPINION - ... - .... --~ 
1'h18 is 8. prooeeding instituted by the COml:1ission on 

its own motion tor the p~ose or making an investigation ot the 

ratea. charges, practices, rnles and regulations or Peoples Cali-

fornia Hydro-Eleotrie Corporation, applicable to its electri0 

li~l:.t and power business in Mendooino County. 

under the authority ot neeis10n No. 17393, dated Septem-

ber 25. 1926. the business and properties ot Mendoc1no Eleotric 

Light &, Power Com~any were tn.ns:rerred to Peoples California ~dro

Eleotric Co~oratlon. and later, under the authority ot Deoision 

No. 17448. da.ted October 13, 1920,. Peoples Cali!ol'llia E;ydro-Eleo-

trio Corporatlon acquired the business and propertie s ot Fort Bragg 
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Eleotric Comp~. On Nove~ber 15, 1926, it began the operation 

or the two properties as a. unified system. 

At, the p~sent time Peoples Calito~1a. BYdro-E1ectrio 

Corporation d1stri~tes electrio ~ner8Y within Mendooino County 

in the City or Fort Bragg and the towns ot Mendocino, Caspar. 

Little River and Albion and 1:0. the adjaoent and intervening 

tel"r1to17. A totsJ. or approximately ritteen hun~d (1500) co:o.-

S'WIlers are su~plied with lighting and power service •.• : .' Electrio eneri!:! is purohased trom Union,'Lumber Compa».r 

and distr1buted by means ot some th1rty (30) miles or distribution 

pole lines. 

The l"9.tes now 'being oharged on the portion or the system 

which was formerlY operated by Mendooino 'Eleotric Light & Power 

Com~any have been in e~reot without cha~e tor over ten years. The 

rates charged on the balance of the system are those placed in 

ettect in the year 1922. when metered service was first established 
by Fort !ragg Eleotric Coc,any. 

Public hearings in the present :proceeding were held be-

!o:re ZXamirler Fankho.user on Deoember 6. 1926, and February 11,1927, 

testimony being introduced an~ the matter submitted tor deoision. 

Mr. C. T. Mess of the CommissiQn's Engineer :::>epa.rt-

ment subm1 tted and explained exh1bi ts dealing wi th va1us.t1on ot 

p~s1oal propert1esp reasonable rate base tor the year 1927. 

estimates ot revenue and ex~nses tor the year 1927. reasonable 
rate o't return and proposed rates to yield such rate of return. 

1'0 evidenoe a.s to the proper rate base, revenues or 

operat1%lg ex:PeDSes was SIlbll1i tted by ei ther People s California 

HYdro-Eleotric Corporation or the City ot Fort Bragg~ represented 
by its City Attorney Leonard Stone 9 or b.1 anyone e1se~ other than 
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c. T. Mess. 

The evidence betore the Commission shows the reasonable 
ra.te ba.se for the year 19.27 to be One H'undre~ S1xty~Two Thousand 

Dollars ($162,000.00), details of which are set forth below: 

ESTIMATED ~TE BASE 1927 
PEOPLES cJ!..Ln'oRJ.1!1 BYDRu ... EaCTRIC CORP. 

IntaDgible Capital 
Production Capital 
'~8tr1bution Capital, 
~DeNl anI! ~1soe-llaneous . , 

" 
$5,050.00 
:x>~.OO 
99.900.00 .. 
1,~OO.Oo 

"Fixed ,Capital s.s of Dee. 31,1927 (Est. } $157;000.00 
~ ~ "" Dee. 31.1926, 147~200.00 

Average Fixed Capital Year 1927 
Work1rJg,~:pi~1 

, " 

", 

Consumers' 'Advanoes . . 
·u~ BASE 
. I , 

$152.100.00 
11,000.00 

$163.l00.00 

~,lOO.OO 

i162tOOO.OO 
, '. 

Annual revenue from existing rates. 1t eontinued, :wt~l 

'lor the year 1.927 approxima. te S1xty-F1 ve Thousand Dollars 

($65.000.00), s~greg&ted as tollows: 

ESTIMATED R~S 1927 
PEOPLES CALIFORNIA HynRO-ELECTRIC CORP. 

!.1ght1Dg , 
. Power 
Street Lighting 

r .' ' 

Tota.l 

-3. 

$55~300.00 
6.500.00 
3,'200.00 

$65~OOO.OO 
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Reasonable operating expenses, 1:noludiDg taxec and de-
., 

,pl'e-01atio11 annuity" are estimated at Fifty Thousand Dollars 

($50,000.0.0) •. &S shown 1n the :ollowing tabulation: 

.!sTDtATED OrER.\TING EXP~ES 1927 
PEOP~ES Clt!PURNIA HYDRV-ELECTRlc CO~ORATION 

OPERATION 
, Superintendence 

.Puroh&s1%J6 Power 
. Ottioe Rent.Supplies.Eto. 

Salaries of Looal Employees 
General Ott,1ce E:x:pense 
Law Expenses 
Insumnce 

'Rel1et·& We1!s.re 
'Ba:d !)ebt~ 
Meter Insta.lla.tions 
·Distribution Labor 
,!l'9Jl~O~! tiM 

lWm'SNANCE 
. Po!es ... e '£0' .. 
·Ov.,rhe-ad Con<Luctore,etc. 
,Transformers .. 
,lletera 
;3ervioes, 
Tra.ns~orUt.ion 

~axes 
'Deprecia. ti on 

$3,000.00 
19,.560.00 
1~l40~OO 
4,800.00 
1,200 •. 00 

600~OO 
385.00 
900.00 
300.00 
720~OO ' . 

l,2QQ,QO , 
'100.00 . 

tz4,,,50~.OO 

2.436.00 
1,920.00 

240.00 
84.00 

480.00 
11'200.00 ·;& .. ~o.oo 

5,.700.00 
3,435.00 

$50,.000.00. 

Cons1~era.t1on o'! 'the above est1t1l8.tes ot revenue and. ex-. 
penses indicates a net revenue o! F1rteen Thous~d. l>ollD.r.8 . 

($15~OOO.OO), or a l'etu...~ of 9.25 :per oent upon the reasonable rate 
ba~e. The. :rates presoribed by the order follow1Dg will yield about 

'eight and a hal.! (8-1/2) per cent. The o:pe:rs.t1ng expellsea,however, 

include no allowa..''l.oe tor the purchase ot oil "OJlder the coap8.ll.Y' f s 

~ower oont~ot or tor ext~o~nar,y ma1ntenance. 

COUlJ.sel tor the "?mp~ st1:pulated thB.t his oomp8.nY, was 

willing to :put the ra.tes proposed by C. '1'. Mess in effeot and' tba.t 

it such rates re,sult in revenues that the oompanyteels under .all . . .. 
the ei~stance'S'ea.n be reduoed. 1 t is their intention to red'···.,. 



them., ~e City'Attorney tor Fort ~ raised no objeot1on to 

,pla.o,ing the 'propo:sed "'tee into e~t'eO't. 'but requested that the 

:rs .. tes ,be rega.l"ded as tentative s.no. that th.is :proceeding 'be kept 

o:pen~ and th:lt the Commission arter 0. definite period., s~, a. year. 

review the resu.lts produced by the ratee pu~ into ett'eet b1 the 
, . 

Comm1ss1~n's order. We have oons1dered the %'equest 6't. the CitY' 
., ' 

AttOr.neT.:'b:c.t reel tm. t ',in v1ew o'! o~r proeeduxoe in matters of this 

kind there is no llC cess1 ty :to keel> th.1.8 'prooeeding open. 
, . 

A..general s.na.lys1s ot the 'existing rates indicates the 

l:lecess1 V, of standard1zillg the schedule ~ ?Ii th. due reoogn1 tioD. to 

special cla.sses o'! s.!rvice. Such standardization is o'! particular 

1mporta.n,ce in ,the p:-esent instance 8.8 two tormer systems with 

d1trer~ rate sohedules are now op&~ting'Asa Single 8,1atem. 
To <:Ont1nue in, effeot <littering rates tor the, same clue ot serv10e 

is disar1rA.1b9%D»7.The rates proposed b;r:C~ T. Mess remove t,he dis-.. 
orimination and snch rates, with a sl1ght m~1~1e&t1on, w1ll .be 

pJ.a.oec1 in eUeot. 

ORDER --- _ ........ 
The Railroad CommiSSion having instituted a,prOceed~ 

, . 

on its own m<>t1on to make a. complete investiga.tion ~t tbe ,.r&t~a. 

servioe, ru.les, regulations and p:=aetiees o! ::?eoples California 

~dx"o-Eleetric Corpo::ation in ,Mendooino Co-ant;y. he&ri:Dg'8 ,_~ 
" , 

boeen helo.. ,the m.a.t·t~r sul)m1 tted and now be1l:lg rea.~ :tor .decision; 

The, Railroad Cocm1ss1~ herebj t1~ds &s a taot th&~ t~ 
, " 

eleotric rates o~Peoples California RYdro-21e~tr10 Corporation 

are not just, and reasoll8.'ble rc.tes in so ta.r as. they (titter ~r¢IIl' 
, . 

the l'8.te's herein established, which rates ,&ore round to be Just 
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an~ re.asonable. 

Bas:tng th1 s o:-~er on the foregoing t1ndingso'f tact and 

the :t1nd1nge, o-r,ta.et eontaillec. in the opinion w;u.eh precedes thi8 
't,to" 

, .. IT IS-HEREBY ORD~PJrn that 

l. People s California H¥dro-Eleetrio Corporation be and . 

it is, hereby authorized to che.rge am col.lect tor eleetr10 service ....... ...". . 
l'en~~d .. ~,;'e:rteet1 ve '"ror 9.11 regula.r :::eter rea.d.ings 'taken on and , . 
a.tte;~~n 20,1927, the sohedule ot rates as set forth in Exh1b1 t 

"Aw, sa.1o.: exhib1 t be1l:lg attached hereto ,a.nd made a. :PArt hereof. 

2. Peoples California ~dro-Eleotr1e Corporation shall 

tOile with the Railroad CO=iss1on on or before Maroh as,1927. the 

sohedule of 'rates herein established. 

For all other purposes the efteotive date ot this ord~ 

shall be twent,r (20) days from and after the datehereot. 

~, ~ _ De. ted a..t' San :r'rs.noi SOOt California, this ...... /_tk ...... 'd:-oOooIooo_day ,ot 

PllttJw4;, ,192'1. ~ 

~~~~~,ui?t:~-
~ • a' d:'~17/ 
~/ r 

Comm1s~ioners. . 

.' 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

SCE'BDU'"'.uE L-l. 
(Cancels Sebedulo L-l. Fort Bragg Electrio Company) 

.GENERAL LIGFTING SERVICR: 

Applio~ble to general dom~stic and oo=mero1al 11ghtLng 
service, including household appliances and single phase mo.to;r.s' 
ot not to. exceed 3 B.? total oapaci ty. " .. 

.=;T ...... ;;:;;;'" R.;;,:;R;,;;.I,:;.;:ro;o,:.:R:.;;.,,!: • 

Applieable wi thin the corporate 01 ty 11m1 t'e ot '?t. Bragg 
and adjaoent territory supplied by means of 2300 V. distribution 
c1.%o:o.1 ta~ 

.. , . i', 

RATE: -
:Firat 
Ifext 
liext 
Allover 

. ,'50 X.W.E. per meter per ttonth 
~J.:"70" " " " " 
300 " 
500 " " ". " 

" 

'!D perK.·w...z • 
07 " '" 
05 " " 

,04 " " 

MInimum el'large: 
,1.25 per ,meter per ~onth. 

SPZC,I.Ar. CONJ) IT! ONS: 

Single phase motors of an aggrega.te capacity o-f 3 R.P. 
or less may'reoeive servioe under, or Will be oombined w1tb, general 
lighting eerv10eunder this SchedUle of rates at the option ot the 
consumer prov1ded that in oase ot oombination servioe, the total 
energy 1s supplied .through one meter. 

~o m101mum charge applicable to this oo~b1nat1on aerv10e 
is only that :n1nimum charge set forth above. 

SCEEDU:r,Z L-2. 
(Cancels SchedUle t-I, Fort Bragg EleotriO Com-
pany and Sohedulo No. l, Mendooino Eleetrio 
L1gbt & Power Co.) 

~~ LIGiiTING SERVICE: 

;'ppl1cab1e to general domes tic and 0 om:r.ero 18.1 lighting 
se=vioe, including bousehold appliances and singlo phase ~otors 
ot not to exoeed 3 S.? total capaoity. 

Applieaole to all terri tory exoept Wi thin tho oorporate 
city licits of Ft. Bragg and ad~aeent territory supplied by mean! 
ot 2300 V. d1 atribution oirou1 ts.'· .~: .... 

RATE: 

~1rst 30 X.W.E. pcr moter per month 
Bext 170 ~ ~ " ft " 

. Next 300" " ~ ~ " 
J,ll over SOO" " " " i" 

llA :per Ie. W .R. 
oa~" " 05 " ~ 
04 " ~ 

111ni'llll2m-. c.harge: 
$:L.Zls'·per meter per month. 
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S?ECI~ C01~!TIONS: 

Single ph~sa motors of an aggregate oapaoity of 3 H.P. or 
less may receive service under. or will be Qocb1ned w1thg~eral 
11glltillg .. servioe under this Sobedule ot rates at the,opti,on of 

the oona~~r proVided that in oase of oombination serv1ce, the to-
tal energy is supplied through one meter. 

~e minimum charge applioable to this oombination ser-
vice is only t.bat minioum eharge set forth above. 

SCFE!)'tj"'~ L-3. 

I;':)'MBER 1.fJ::r,:r. :IGE'~NG SERVIf.'!B: 

Applicable to l'W:lber mil,l' 11g.ht1%lg service. including 
Bingle phase motors of not to oxoeed 3 H.P. total eaptlc1t1. 
TZa~TO?,Y: 

Applicable to en tire te'rri to'ry Served. 
RATE: 

?irst 300 K.W.H. per meterpe:r month 
Next 700" " " " " 
Jll ovC"lOOO" " " " " 

Min1m'Ol1l charge: 
$1.25 per meter per month. 

SPECI&. CO.N:OITIONS: 

Single. phase motors of an aggregate capaoity of 3 H.P. 
or leS8 m&~ receive service under, or w1ll be oo~b1ned w1th gener-
al lighting service under this Schedule of rates at tnt opt1on ot 
t.be consumer provided that in caSe of c.ocbintit1oZl service, the 
total energy is sa.pplied througb one meter. 

1'1::e m1n~mum charge applicable to this combination servioe 
18 only tha. t minitl'Qm obarge set forth s,'bove. 
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SCBEDtrr...E't ... 4. 
CCs:c.aols Schedule ;''''1, .~'ort Bra.gg Electric Company) 

STREET :rGRTING SE?7ICS: ' 

Applica.ble to service to street,highwtiY and other 
publio' outdoor lighting installations wi tl: bracket mast arm 
or conter 'suspension constrJ:ction and s'Upp11edfrom overhead 
lir;:es where- the Company owns a.nd maintains the entire eq'llip-
ment. 

RATE: -
";'pplicaole to en"Cire territor,. served by tbe. Com;pe.n,.. 

M012:tlll:1 Charge 
Serles Lamps Lamp Ra. tin~ 

00 C.P. 
100 c.? 
250 C.P. 
400 C.p. 

Per 

Multiple 
Lamps 

:tamp R:! ting 

1.5 Watts 
25 " 
-40 " 
60 " 

loo " 
l50 " 
200 " 
300 " 

Monthly Charge 
Per Lamp. 

Pre8fUl t· Stsl:ldard 
Equipment EgUi Em en t 

$1.00 
1.25 
1.50 
1.15 
2.25 
2.75 
3 .. 25 
3.,15 

S?BCIA!. CONDITI01~S: 

(a) All nigtt service. equivalent to 4.000 hours per 
year, Will be furnished under this schedule. 

(0) Under .the above Sohedule the Company bears the 
1~stallst1on, mainten&nce ~d operating expenses and provides 
all necessary lamp relllovaJ.s. 

(c) Standard equipment for cultiple circuits includes 
iron brackets, radial wave re!leotora. etc. Rates 'tor present 
multiple equ1poent to apply only until standard equipoent is 
installed. 

Cd) Ser1es'11ght1ng servioe will not be Supplied fo~ 
circuits of less tban ten (10) lamps. ' 
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GEN:E:R;.L w:'.....A.TING ...urn COOICUtG SER7ICE: 

. . Applicable to gen~ral domestio and commeroial heating 
and/or cooking service. 

TERRI!ORY: 

. Applioable to entire terri tor,. ser'Ved. 

RATE: -
Jirst 150 X.W.B. per meter per month Q6 p~r X.W.R. 
Allover 1.50" " " " " '3p" " 

, Uinimum Cha.rge: 

71rst S X. w. or 
eapae,1't7 

Allover 5 x.w. 
o:apao1ty 

SPE:IAL C o..~DITIONS: . 

leS8 of heating or,cooking 
. $3.00 per :nontb: 
ot heatirlg or oooking .~ 

.50 per X.W. per _0. 

( a) Oonneo ted load w Ul be taken as th e name . :pla te ra t1 ng 
of heating and cooking e~p11anoes permanently installed an~ whioh 
may be oonnected. at arq on". time oanputed to the nearest one tttXlth 
of & X.W. 

(b) Single phase Qotors aggregating 3 H.P. or les8 m87 
be combined wi th heating and. cooking service- under this schedule, 
in wbich easo each H.? of motor load Will be oonsidered &s on. 
~.~. in de:ermining the minimum charge. 



SCHEDULE 0*2. 
(Cancels ?-1, Port Bragg Electrio Comp~.) 

~STIC e~~INATION SE~VIeE: 

.,~. App110able to general domestic lighting in cortb1nat1on 
~tth heating and cooking service. 

llroI TORY: -----........ -
RATE: -

l1rst 30 K.W.H. per meter per month 
ltext 120" If " " " 

Allover 150" If " ~ " 

8J genl.lighting ached. 
5 per X.W.H. 
.a " " 

Kir:1mum cbarge: 

l1rst 5 X.W. or less ot heating and cooking 
CUlpaci ty 

Jll oyer 5 X. w. 
Q&'P8-ci' ty 

$3..>00 per mo. 
of .beating and. oooking 

.50 per K.W. per mo. 
S?SCIAL CONDITIONS: 

(a) Service und.er thiS Schedule ~ll be supplied only w~er. 
appli~ant per~ently installs oooking and heating applianoes (other 
than lamp aocte t devices) of at le8.st 2 K.W. onpaci ty. 

(0) ll0-220 Vol~, 3 wire service Will normally be s~p11e4. 

(c) w'nimm:l charge will 'be based OIl the total load. whiGh 
may be oonnected at anyone time. 

"'. ~ " ;' , 

(d) Conneoted load will 'be taken as tho name plate ra't1ng 
o~ the installed heating aDd cooking app11~oe8 oomputed at the 
nearest 1/10 of & I.W. 

(e) Single phase motors ~ CO comc1ned w1th hoating and 
cooking 80rv1ce under this Schedule in which ease each F.P. ot motor 
load Will be cons1dered as 1 K.W. in dote~1ning the minimum charge. 

SOBEDU!Jl: ?-l. 
(Cancela Schedule P=1 ot Port Bragg Eleotrio Oompany) 

GEN~ P07BR SE:rvICE: 

RATll: -

~pp11oable to General power 80rvic,. 

Applicable to entire terri tory served. 

71rat 100 K.W.~. por month 
Bext 200· " " 
Xex't 700" " " 
Allover lOOO" " " 

~. per X.W.B. 
4~" " 
3A" " 
~ If " 

Minimum c J::arge: " 
$1.00 per R.P. ot connected load per month out not les8 tC&Jl 
$3.00 per montll. 
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SCBEDULE P-l (Cont'd) 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

(a) Voltage: service under this SohedUle Will be rendered, 
at standard voltages. 

(b) Rectif1er 'batter.1 chargers and moving pioture projeo-
tora may obtatn sery1ce under th1a Schedule. 'or tbe purpose o~ 
determining rates and m1nimno charges eaoh K.W. of suoh applianoes 
will be taken as 1 R.P. of oonnected load. 
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