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BEFORE THZ RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the atter of the Application of
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COIRPANY for authority
t0 close agency at Raisin City, County
of Fresno, State of Califormis.

Application
No.l3217

AMERICAN RATTWAY EXPRESS COMPANY for
authority to abandon its agency at
Raisin City, County of Fresmo, State
of California.

Application
. No.13558

)
)
)
)
In the Matter of the Application of the%
)
)
)
H. W. Zobbs for applicant in Application No.13217,
Ge S. Reed for applicent in 4pplication No.l3658,

Ge Je Champion, Chas G. Ross ‘and Frank Gordon, of
Raisin City, protesting the granting of application
O Noe13217.

3Y TEE COMMISSION =

QPIXNION

In Application No.l3217, Southern Pacific Company, a
corﬁorétion, has potitionmed the Railroad Commission for an
order authorizing the closing of its agency station at
'Raisin City on its San Joaguin Division in Fresno County
wtil such time as anficient traffic will have been devel~
oped to justify the maintensnce of au agency.

In Application No.13558, 4American Railway Zxpress Company,
a corporation, has petitiomed the Railrosd Commigeion for an
order authorizing the discontinuance of its agency now main-
tained at Raisin City in Fresno County, alleging that its
agency is now maintained jointly'with the railroad agency |
of the Southern Pacific Company at that point; that if the
application of said Southern Pacific Company as nOW'pend;ng{,
bofore the Railrosd Commission be granted, the arrangeméﬂ:n
of joint agency will not be possible; and that, aftd;ﬁgnvés-
tigation, it has been found that mo su.ita‘ole person




is available to act as agent foxr saidi;pplicanx.

4 public hearing on these applications was conducted by
Sxaminer Handford at Fresno, the matters were consolidated for
the receiving of evidénce and for decision, were dul& submitted
and are now ready for decision.

An exhibit sttached to Lpplication No.132L7 shows the follow-
ing dats as reflecting the business handled hy applicant
Southern Pacific Company at its tation of Radsgin City during
the yearly period exnding June 30 1926; |

_Agency Ticket Sales y 3 16400

Less-than-carlosd Froight

Received 3",617.00 .

Forwarded. ____ 96.00 713400
Total Ticket Ssles and |
Legs~than-carload Freight Revenn03¢729.oo
Carload Freight

Recéived . 8387.00

Forwarded 63000 9017.00

| Total Revenue 39746 00
Aversge monthly station expense $147 444

From the zbove stabtement the following computation has been
mede: |

Percentage of Revenue from Ticket Sales and Less~than-

carload Freight required for Station Expense.- 242,70 peroent”

Percentage of Total Revenue requmred for Station

Exponse:~ 18415 percent.

. P. W. Barnard, representing the General Mhnager's
office of applicant Southern Pacific Company, testified regarding
his investigation of the revenue derived from the agency station
at Reisin City and the result of his study wes comtained in.a
statement Filed as an exhibit at the hearing. ”
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he following comparative figures have been abstracted from

the exhibit and axe of interest:

Compsrison of Revenue

Calandax Tear

1925

Pacsenger Tickets sold $ 16400
Less-than-éarload freight |

(Received and forwarded) . 879,00

Total, Tickets sold and
Less-than-carload Freight
_ Revenwe .o

$895.00 $641.00

Cerload Freight (Received : : o
and Forwarded). . 8475.00 10963400 .

Total Revemne = $9370,00  $11604.00
Station Expense for Calemdar Year 1926 - 41708400

From the above stetement it appears that the percentage of.
reveﬁne required for the mainxénance of agency facilities is a8
follows: 6

Percentage of Revenue derived from Dickets Sold and

Lessethan-carload Freight; requirea.for‘Staﬁion‘Expense;

190.84 porcent in 1925 and 266.46 percent in 1926.

Percontege of Total Revenue required for Station Ixpense:

18.23 percent in 1925 and 14.72 percent in 1926.

It will be noted that practically no passengexr busi#ess is
transacted at this station and that there has been & decrease in
the revenue received from lasé-thanpcarloag freight business..
.Theﬁe are the’items for which the sorvices of & rallroad agent
are most necessary for the public. While an increase in the
rovenue arising from carload shipmenxé appears foxr the year l?éé
over the previous year; shipments of road oil were responsible
for such increase and there is no prospect of'similar shipments
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moving in the immediate future.

Mr. 2. 8. Woir, Assistant Superintendent of ths San
Joaguin Division of applicant, Southern Pacific Company, testified
as to the train service now furnished the station of Raisin City,
one mixed train daily, in each direction, bveing operaéed. This
witness also described the marzmer in which the station would be
opereted as & non-agency in the event of the granting of the ap-~
plication, it being the intention of the applicant to place a
key for the freight warshouse in the hands of some responsible
porson in the community, theredby enablihg shipments %o be rrotect=
ed from the elemsnts or £from theft or pilferage.  The nearest
agency stations to Raisin City sre Xerman, l12.1 milés westerly,
and Carutherw, 5.6 miles easterly. | ‘

Ir. G. S. Reed, Route Agent For applicant American Railway
Zxpress Company, testified that the agency at Raisin City was con=
ductod by the agent of the Southern Pacific Company, such agent
working for botk applicants. The average numher o0f express ship-
nents during the past year has been 29 per month, producing an
average monthly revenune of $32.95. Applicant has not been success-
ful in securing any responsible local merchant to act as its agent
on a commission basis, due t0 the small volume of business and
Tesultant small compensation. In the event of the discontinuance
of the ekpress agency, the witnesé described the service that would
he available, express being received or delivered by the train
messenger at the car door, or if destined to Raisin City prepsid
ené so marked, would be put off at that point st owner's risk..

Ur. G. J. Champion, Tesiding at Raisim City, testified
that he was & sﬁipper of poultry and eggs by express, same- beling
destined to San Francisco Bay points. Some poultry feed’;ag
received by local freight. A4S this witness lives some distance
from the station, the irregular train srrivals of the'mixed train
overating on the Raisin City brzauch would make it inconyenient in
the skipment o0f his exyress and might necessitate the transfer of
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his shipments to Caruthers, an agency station, although to do 80
world necessitate a geven mile trip each time shipments were to
be made. ) |

Xr. FPrank G. Gordon, of Raisin City, testified as to the
proapectlfor additional tonndge boing ayailable, gtating that
many vineyards nad been planted, some of which were now abdbout to
become productive, and that the first carload of grapes had been
shipped from Raisin City during the 1926 season.

We h;ve fully considered the evidence snd exhibits in thmse
proceedings. From the foregoing snalysis of the exhibits it is
apparent that the continued maintenance of an agency\étation by
applicants Southefn Pacific Company and 4merican Railway Exprqss
Company is not Justified by the volume o business transacted at
seid station, and thaq seld authority should be granted for the
diaconxinnance'of sald agencies until such time as traffic con -

ditions will Justify theix re-establishment.

c R D E R

A public hearing having been held on the above entitled
applications, the matters having been consolidated for the pur=-
pose of receiving ev@dence and for decision, having been duly
submitted, and tkhe Commission being now fully advised,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that applicant Southernm Pacific Company,
2 corpofetiop,‘be'aﬁd the same hereby is suthorized to disconmtinue
the zaintenance of an agent a2t its station of Raisin City on its
San Joaguin Division in Fresno County, amd to hereafter operate
said'statipn of Raisin City as & non-sgency station until the
Purther order of this Commission, and |

IT IS ZEERTRY FPURTHER ORDERED that applicant dmerican Reilway
Express Company, & corporstion, be anmi the same hereby is author-

ized to discontinue the operation of an agency at Raisin City

N .




in Presmo County and to hereafter serve sald Raisin City as &
non=agency with recoipt and delivery of express by tzain
messengexr at the car door until otherwise authorized by this
Commission. .

mhe effective date of this order is hereby fixed as

twenty (20) deys from the date hereof.

Deted st San Francisco,Californis, this J LA 3ay of

5224/}¢241,o¢4>6/ |

Lo Ot

Yexch, 1927.




