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PEFORE TEZ RAILR0AD COLDIISSION OF THE STAIE OF CALIFORNIA

-

In the Matter of the Imvesitigation

on the Commission®s own motion into
+the reasonableness of proposed mini-
pun-clearcnces on rallroads and
‘street ralilrouds with reference t0
side structures, overnesd structures,
parallel trucke and crossings of rail-
roads, street raillronds, streets ond
public hignways.

“—N’\.«\’\.-v\ﬂ\-‘\-w‘-f

BY THE COMDMISS ION:

OPINION OX ORAL ARGUNENT ON FITITION FOR RENZARING

Potitions for rehearing in this matter were filed by‘

Southera Pacific Company, Pacific Zleciric Railway Company, Péh-
Ansulax Railway Company; Cexntral California Trdcticn‘COmpany,
Tisalic Zleotric Railroad Company, The Western Pacific Railroad
Compeny, Tidewater- Southern Railway Compaxny, Sacramento Northerxn
Railway, Los sngeles and 3alt Lake Reilroad Coumpany and The Avohi-
son, Topexs axd Santa Fe Railway Compeny, respectively, ~sk;ng that
Sectionzs 1 (¢}, 2 (e) and 4 {e) of General Order No.426~B; a5 adne
Wes cuthorized by this Comaission's Decision No. 17795, dated De-
cember 2224, 1926, (Case No. 2290}, be set aside. The Commission
thereupon set the matter for oral‘argumenz on February 23rd, &t
-+ 10:00 A.X., before the Commission exn dbame, at which time counsel
. for the ébove petitioners( with the exception of The Atchlisoxn,

Topeks Gxd Satd Fe Railway Company) and Counsel f0T 118 Rrothere

rood ¢f F211r0ad Trainmen, cppeared and presented oxal crgument.
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From a2 counsideration of the argument presented at that
time, the Commission is of thke opinion that nothizng further wowld
be gained by reopening the proceeding for the introduction of fur—
taer evicence, and that its said Decision No. 17795 should be sus=
tained in principle. It uppears, however, that certain changes can

properly be made in the Order, which changes, it iz believed, will

verd Yo makxe the order nmore satisfactory to the corrlers without

sacrificicg 2ny importunt safety features as related to‘the clear-
ances set forth.

The record shows that o slight modification in certain of
the provisions of Gezersl Order No. 26-3 can be made which will xnot
greatly sffect the safety of the public 2nd the employees of the
reflroads axd that such changes will permit the unrestricted opera=
tion of practvicelly all ZLreight cars now in operation. It therefore
appears that the helight %o running‘boara oX frelght cars, as shown in
Seetion 1, Sub-sestion (¢), mey reasonably be changed fwon fifteexn
(15) Zfeet to fifteexn (15) Teet, ome (1) inch; also that “he maximom
éverall width of freight cars, as showr in Seciion 2, Sub-séotlon (e),
uay reason_bly be changed from ten (L0) feet, six (o} inches 4o ten
(10) feet, eigat (8) inches.

4 sub-section wnder Section 12, we believe, chould he added,
whioh will permi% the movemexnt of eguipment having larger dimensions
than specified herein, provided adequate precautions are taken. This
will permit the movement of special equipment fr&m vime 40 time withe
out a change of tre carrier®s clearance requirements. It appears
that the above changes should Ye made in the form of a new General
Order to be Qesignated as Commission's General Order No. 26-Ce |

With reference to the Joint petit Lon of The ! Nesterﬁ Pacific
Railroad Company, Tidewater Southern Reilwey Company ond Sacremento
Northern Railway, filed December Z1st, 1926, in which those carriers
sought %o de relieved fron certain clearance requirements, as prow

vided in Gezmeral Order o, 26~B, it appears that this order, as
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nodified, will remove the necessity for the exemptions sought, and

that petition will therefore be denied without prejudice.

Petitions having beex filed for rehearinz of our Deci-
sion No. 17795, in the adbove entitled matler; argument on scid
petitions having beexn had ﬁgfgge the Commission en banc, and the
'dxter Yeing now wader subaissidn and ready for declsion, therefore

IT IS HEREBY TOUND AS 4 FACT that the proposed rules and
regulations estadblishing minimun clearance for railroads and street
rallrosd tracks and structures ad Jacent thereto, as prescrided in

s Comnissionts Generzl Crder XNo. 26=B, but with dbdifipations as
set forth in the sbove opiniop, are reasonable, Just and necessary
for the puwblic health anmd safety, and basing our order on Ehﬁ abo#e
finding of faot,

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED that this Commission®s order in De=
cision Ne. 17795, dated December 2nd, 1926, in Case No. 2290, be and
it is-hereby set aside and the Ifollowing order substituted in ics
plaeeﬁ

IT IS EERESY ORDERLD that 21l comstruction, reconstruetion

and operdtion of railroad and street raifilroad {tracks, or structures

adjacent thereto, coming within the Jurisdiction of vhis Commission,

on and after dpril lst, 1927, shall conform to ™Regulations Governing
CIearénces ox Railroalds axnd Sireet Railrouds wiﬁh reference to side
struetﬁres, overhead structures, parallel tracks and crossings of
public roads, highways and streets™ prescribed by the Railroad Come
nission of the State of California'in its General Order No. 26-=Ce

IT IS EERERBY FURTEER ORDERED that the petitions for rew

hearing filed by Soutkern Pacific Company, Pacific Eleetric RailWiy




Cozpany, Peninsular Railway Company, Central Californie Irastlon
Company, Visalia Eleotric Roilroad Conmpany, The Western Pacific
Roilroad Company, Tidewater Southern Railway Company, Sacramexzto
X rthefn Railway, Los Angeles axd Salt Lake Railroad Company and
The Ltozligon, Topeka and Sauta Ye Railway'COmpany, respectively,
be axd they are hereb& denied; and

IT IS SEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that application filed by
™e Vestern Pacific “uil*o“d Company, Tilewater Southern Railway
Compeny and Szersmenio Northern Railway, on Decexmber 3lst, 1926,
to be relieved of certain provisicns of sald General Ordef Ko
26=~B, relating sizes of equlipment to the minimum ciearances oro-

vided in sall general order, be azd Lt is heredby denied without

prejudice.

The effective date of this order shall be april lst, 1527.

Datéd at San Francisco, California, this jqf ‘ day

i T
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b/ Mﬂw

Commissioners.

of Marcoh, 1927,




¢eneral‘0rder
B Xo. 26=Ce

RAIIRCAD CCLLIISSION OF THE STATE 0F CALIFORNIL

REGCLATIONS GOVERVING CIELRLNCES ON RAIIR0LDS AND

STEEET R_ITRC.DS WITH REFERINCE T0 SIDE STRUCTURES,

OVEREEAD STRUCTTRES, PiRALIEL TRACKS AND CROSSINGS
CF PUBLIC RQLDS, EIGEUAYS A'D STREETS.

Issued wader Authority of Public Utilities icte
7~ L
ipproved Marcnl¥, 1927. Effective April 1, 1927.

It is hereby ordered by the Railroad Commission oF the
State of Califorria that the alnimun slearante requirements for
railroads and street railroads hereinafter prescribved shall nere=-

after be observed in this State in 211 construction or resconstruction

of traocks, or structures adjacent to tracks.

1T is hereby furtner ordered that no railroad or sireet
raflroad corporation shzll operate any cars, trains, motors, engines.
or other eguipment over itc own oxr other tracks, excepli as hereinw
after provided, ox which overhead or side clearances, or clearances
between tracks, are less than the nminimum herein prescribed, if =much
tracks, or stmuctures adjacent to such tracks, were constructed or
reconsiructed subsequent to the effective date hereof.

RAIIEQADS LD SIREET RaAIIROQADS TRANSPORTING
FREIGET C.RS

il OVEREELD CLELRLNCES:

(2) The xmininum overhead clearance above the top of rail
oL rallroad and szireet railroad itracks, which are used or proposed
to.be used, Lfor transporting freight ocars, for all overnsad siruo-
tures, excent as hereinmafter presorided, zhall de twenty-two (22)

~es..

(b) The overnead olearance above top of rail of such tracks
located incide of entirely exnclosed bduildings nay be reduced to
eighteer (18) feet, provided that this clearanmee chall apply only
to tracks terminating within the building, and further provided,
that when an overhesd clearance oL less than twenty=-two (22) feet
15 egtadlished v Uracks inside such entirely eomoloced building,
all cars, traluc, wiors, eugimes or other eguipyment shall bve
brought o a stop “wfore entering such enoclosed bduilding, the con-

Lvions provided . reguire such svop to be approved by the Come

zisslion.

- (c) Overhood clearances asuthorized in this section are ap~
plicable oxly to traocks on walch freight carsc havimg = height to
running board of Zifteen (15) feet ome (1) inch or less are tranc-
ported. On tracks over whkich Ireight cars of greauter height are
vransported or proposed to be transported, miznimum overhead clear=
aaoes shall be increcsed by en szmount not less than suoh cdditional
height.
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2’ 'SIDE CIRARANCES:

(2) Xinimum side clearances from cenber line of tangenst
stoandard giuge mailroad and street railmoad tracks, which are
used or proposed vo de used for transyoriing reight cars, ex-
cept ag nereinalter preserided, chall de as chown below:

Yinimum Side

Clearance Fron
o ' Center Line of
Decoription , : Tragk

A1 structures, except those specifiocally 3
mentionedbelow................‘v gt on
NOTE: I% ig recommexnted that posts, pipes, .

warming signs anmd other small ob=-

structions, where practicadle, have o

cleirance of ten (10) feet xom cexter

line ¢f tx»ock.

U Platforns:
. e Bight (8) inches or less 2tove Lop 0f raile o
' Be Oue (L} 200t nine (2) inches or less wbove
topo*::‘&ll,....-------.....‘.
Co Zouxr (&) feet or lesc above top of rail o . .
D. Fouxr (4) feet six (6) inches or less above top
- of rall when used principally for loading or
unlo&di% refrige:‘.‘&'tor 03.".’.‘5 - - - - - - -« e &
JOTE: Stepped platforms combining two or more of
the above platfomn clearinces not pexw
nitted. Existing platforms heretofore
dawfully consiructed in compliance with %he
clearance in effect at the time of cone
structlion mey be extended =t the existing
clearance, provided that such clearance
shall not be less than six (6) feet six
{6) inches from the ceater line of track.

Poles: _ , :
ie PoOles supporiting trolley comtaet conductors
Supplying motive power %o track affected, if
of dracket construction, on either sirgle or
AOUble MAin tr30K o 4 o « « & o « s o s s e
Se 20les zupporting trolley sontast conducters
Supplying motive power to track affected, for
&ll types of construction (other than brooket
construction) adjacent to nain trucks, and for
&ll Sypes of consiruetion (including bdraoked.
construction) adlacent to all tracks other than
’ mam ) traoks L ] - L ] L] * L ] - - - » - L] L - » - »
C.Allothprpoles..... L N T T S

Through Bridges supporting track affected
M&m&ls:..........-..-..’.

Slock Sigrels and Switeh Stenmds:

2e Switch boxes, switcu-operating mechanicms and
accessories necessary L@ the control and op-
eration of signzls and interlockers projecting
Lowr (4) inoxes or less above the top of rail




Minimam Side

Clearance Fron

Center Line of
~ Desexiption Track

BXoek Sign&l axd Switeh Stands (Conttd.):
Be Blook sigualz ard swiich stands three (3)
feet or less above teop of »rall and looated
between tracks where mot practicable to
provide clearances otherwise preserided in
thisorde!“....-............ 6'0"
Ge ALL other bdlock signals and switoh stands « « gt "
XCTZ: In order to bring switoh stznd targets -
into cleaxr vigion where pole lines are or have
been constructed at legal olearance on rail-
roalds operated by overhead trolley contact
the above clearance oc applied to switeh
- gtands may be reduced to ceven (7) feet 3ix
(8) inches.

ater Qolumns axd QL) ColuMBbe o« o ¢ o a o « o

Through Zridges, Hond Rails, Water Barrels and
Refuge Platforms on Bridges and Trestles, Water
Columns, 0Ll Col , Block Signals, Catile
Guaxrds and Quttle Chutea, or portions thereof,
four (&) feet or less above top of rall may have
clecrances decreased %o the extent defined by a
iirne extending dxﬂsonully upward fxom a point
level with the top of rail and five (5) feet dig-
tont laterally from cenbter line of track to a
point” four (4) feet above top of rail end e;ght
{S) Zeet Qigtarnt laterdlly from center line of
tracic; proviaed,‘hovever, that the nininum clear-
ance foxr such Eand Rails zhall be seven (7)) feoet
six (6) irneches cnd the niznimum c¢learance for
Zendes of Cattle Guaxds shall be six (6) feet
zine (9} inches.

8¢ ALl other objects ond GXELCLES o « - o + « o o o o 8F 6"

-

. (b)) ALL minimum side clearances prescrided in this section -
axre for tongent track. In gemerdl, o1l suructures adjasent to
curved track shzll aave 2 ninimun side clearance one (1) foot
Zreater than the eculvalent zinimun side clearance required for
tangent tracke wrexe space is lzmited the ninimum side olearance
zor structures adjacent to itracks of not over twelve (12) degree:
evxvature shall be the same as for taxgent track, but. if over
twelve (12) degree survature, one-qnurter (L/4) inckh chall be
added Ho the equivalent mirimum side olearance required for tan-
géat track for “each degree of the curve. wWhere track contains
superelevation, mixinmun side clearances shall be inereased og neo=
essary to give the equivalent clearances dased on fongent tracke

~ {e) The center line of any track constructed in and zlong &
public street shall be at least ten (10) feet Lrom the property
Line of said publiec sireet, or if the svtreet aas a lawfully es=
tablished cuxd line, the uruOk mey ve laid with its cexter lize
less tnan tex (L0) Zfeet from said property linme, provided the
center line of irack be at least ten (10) feet from the lawfully
establisred ourd line, and not otherwice laid in violation of any
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clearance presorided in this order. The purpose of this section
is t0 provide a space in eaonr public street in which pole lines of
Public utilities may bve erected and lawful clearence with railroad
tracke maintained.

{d) Tog rollways may be erected and mainfained with fspaired
clearance when adjacent Yo tracks operated exclusively for logeing
PRIPOSES. . !

(e} Xinimum side clearuances authorized in this section are
cpplicable oxnly to tracks on which Lfreight cars having a maximum
overall wiltla not greater thanm tex (10 feet eight (8} inches are
transported. OQn tracks over which Ireight cars of greater width
oxe transported or proposed to be tramsporveld, such minimum side
oclearances ghall be lucreased neot less than one~half of such ad-
Gitionzl widitlhe ‘

.. {2) For narrow gauge tracks, minimum side clearamces from
vhe -site of widest ocars operated shall be not less than the coxre
responding .net clearance of & car of ten (10) Leet eight (8)
inches ix width for the equivalent minimum clearances prescrided
in this section for starndard gauge tracke .

3o OVEREDAD AYD SIDE CLEARANCES:

Minimum overhexd and side clearances as.presceridbed herein
in Sections 1 and 2 of this orxder may be decreasedl to the exitent
definad - by the hulf ciroumlference of & c¢ircle having o »adius of
eight {8 feet zix (6) inches and tangent to 2 horizontal line
twenty=two (2%} Zeet above %op of rall at o point direetly above
the center line: of track, »rovided, however, thak-for Tumnels and
Through Bridges, such radius may be eight. (8) feet, and provided,
furgher, that Subsections 1 (o) and 2 (e) chall opply hereto.

4o CIEARLNCE 2UTWEEYN- DARLIIEL TRACKS:

-, {&%}) The minimun distance deitween the center.lines of parallel
svandard gauge rallroad und cireet railroad fracks, which are used
- - g ey oy Y . s .
o= propose to de used for transyorving Ireight carg, shell Be thim
veen (13 £et, exeept as hereinafter prescrided. :

(b) The oexnter line of any ctundard gauge track, excépt a
n2in track or a4 passing track, parcllel and adjocent to & main track
oxr a pagsing traock, smmll be 2t least Lifteen (15) Leet Irom the
oenter-line of the mainm track or passing brack; provided, however,
Yhat wheme 2 passing trock iz edjacent to ard at least Zifteen (15)
2eot Alstunt Zrom a moip track, axy other track may de constzucied
adjacend to such passing ‘irack with clearance prescrided in Sube-
section (a) hereof. ‘ a

{e) Tee center line of any staxdard gauge ladder traok, don—
structed parallel to ary other track, shall have a olearance of
zot less than twenty (20} Leet fron the center line of such other

“TSCKe .

(4) xMinimum olearance detween certer linesz of .two parallel
tean traciks may ve reduced to elevern (L1) feet 3ix (6) inches, pro-
vided that clecrences otherwise presoribed in this order are main=
tained on the opposite side of each trackes
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{e) Uinimum distances between parcllel tracks authorized
4n this section ore apprlicable orly %o tracks on which equipment
naving & maxinum owerall width not iz excess of eleven (11) feet
is trznsported. On tracks over which equipment of greater width
is trancported oxr proposed to be iransporteld, nminimum &istance
between parallel tracks shall be increased not less than such inw-
creased width. '

{2£) For nurrow gauge tracks, minimum distance between
parallel txacks chell be not less than the corresponding net clear-
cace of standerd gauge equipment of eleven (1l) feet in widih for
the equivalent clearances prescorided in this sectlion.

Se OTEER LRTICLES LDJALCENT TO IRACKS:

fa) No ﬁﬁrchandise, material or otaer articles shall be
placed either on the ground or on platfornms adjacent to sny track
&t a distence less than eight (8) feet six (8) inches fron ceater

¢

line of track.

(b) 4 suitable line or other marker should be maintaired
on all jlatforme and at a distance of eight (8} Zeet six (6)
inches from center line of itrack to indiocate minimwn clearance
for merchadise, aaterial and other artvicles placed thereon.

RAIIROLDS XD STREET RLILROLDS NOT TRANERORTING
B TREIGET QARS

6o OVEREELD AND SIDIT CIELRANCES:

(2) The minimum overhezd clearance above the top of rails of
rallroads and sireed railroads which do no% transport or propose
vo Yransport freight cors shall be fourteen (14) feet.

(v) Xinimum side olearances of rallroad and street railroad
sracks whioh are not used or proposed to be used Lfoxr transporting
foeight cars chaell be thirty (80) inches from the zide of the wid-
gst egquipment operated, except that poles supporiing trolley con-
t2ct oconductors between main line doudle itracks may be not less
than twenty-four (24) inches Zrom side of widest eguipment operated.

fo) - Minimum overhesd and cide clecrances a3 presoribed im this
cecvion nay be decreaced to the extent defined by a line extexnding
diagonally dowaward Zrom & point fourteex. (14} Lfeot adove the top
of rall and four (&) feet distant laterally Lrom the center lire of
track to & point eight (8) Pfeet above tae-top oF rail and disient
terally thirty (30) inches Lfrom the side of the widest equipment
_ opexated,

: (4) Minimunm side olearances as preserided in this seotion
zay be-decreased to the extent delinel by 2 line extending dizgon=-
ally uwpward from & point level with the top of rail and five (9)
Zeet diztant laterally from the cexter line ol trzck to a point.
Zouxr (4) Teet above the top of roil and distant laterally thirty
(30) Lrohes fxonm the side of the widest equipment operateds.




Te CILELSANCE BEDVEEN RPARIILEL TaXCINT TRACKS:

(o) e minimun &istance between tae center limes of paros~
1lel tangent rallroad axnd sireet railroad tracks which are noi
used or proposed to be used for tramsporiing freight cars shall
Ye sufficient %o provide & clearance of twenity-Lfour (24) inches
between ithe sides of the wilest cars trunmsported. ‘ '

8s EXCZPTIONS:

(a) linimum clearances prescribed in Secticn & azd Section 7.
nay be reduced at passenger loading platforms. ‘ ‘

{b) Minimum elearcnces prescribved in Scetion 6 and Segtion 7
nay be reduced for trackage located in subwuys arxd tunnels, or
compertments thereof, which are used exclusively for railroald pac~
senger $raffic and waich &o xnot carry any ovher forms of traffic;
provided, however, that the passenger ecuipment operated therein
shall have o1l wincdows and other openings effectively darred.:

(¢) Notning nerein shall be coasirued ag preventing the move~
nent of naterial over railroad or street raillroad tracks which are
rot uged or proposed to be used for transporting Ireight cars which
'ig negesstry irn ke consiruotion or operation of said zallxoad o
street railroad system, nor in the movement of special work equip-
ment used in the construction or operition of suid systen; provided,
bowever, such operatlon shall be carried oz in & safe manmer.

2UBLIC ROADS, EIGHWAYS AND SIREESTS CROSSING UNDER OR
QVER RAIIR0ADS ~JD SIREET RAIIRO0LDS

9¢ PUBLIC RCADS, EIGEIAYS AID SIRZEIS CROSSIXG UNDER TRACKS:

(a) here reilroads and street railvosds ewoss sbove public
roads, highways and streets, o minimum overhead olearance &bove
the, curfude of cuoh roads, highways or streets of Lourteen .(l4)
Zeet shall be provided. |

(»} Wnere railroads &ud street rallroads Oross Ahove public
roads, highways and streets 2 minimunm width of opening for such
pudlic rouds, highways or streeis of twenty (20) Leet shall be -
provided where oaly oxune span is used tousuppord the railroad or
cireed railroad structure. TWhere Two or more spanz are used o
support the w»oilroad or strect railroad structure & minimum width
Zor each opexing of twelve (L2) Leet chall be provideds o

(6) Toea the public road, higaway or street 1s occupied
by ome or more twracks, alnimum clearance dimensions shall be de-
ternined by this Commission for the case under consideration.

10, 2PUBLIC ROADS, HIGHW.YS AND STREETS CROSSING OVER TRACKS
OF RATIROADS AXD SIZEET RAIIROADS:

(a) Uhere public roads, highways and sireets cross above.
railroad or sitreet rallroad wracks which are used or propoced
to be used for transporting Ifreight cars, minimum clearances as
prescxived in Sections 1, 2, 3 and & shall be provided.




(v) here public rouds ; nighways or sireets Cross over
railroad or sireet roiflroad tracks which are not used or proposed
40 be used for transporting freisnf ¢ars, ninimum clearances as
prescr;bed in Sections 6, 7 and 8 shall be ncovided, except that
& mininum overhead clearance of nineteen (19) feet above the top
of rail shall be provided ualess modified by the Commiszion

GENERAL REQUIREIZENTS
dle ELECIRICLL CONSIRUCIIQN:..

ALl clezxrances of elecirical coxzsitruction over, above,
adjacent Yo, along or across »ailroads and street railroadq snall
coaform Yo the *ecuirement Specified in General Order Noe 64, or
such other and further general or other orders as may be issued
by the Commission superseding or amplifying same.

12, ELEMPTICNS:

{a) nquzpment huving greater dimensions vhan those stated
in Sub=sections 1 (¢), 2 (e} and & (o) of this order may bde moved
over tracks on wn_ch overaead or side cleararces or clearances bew
tweexn tracks, conform to the ninimur gross clearances prescrided
in this orxder or otherwise legal at the time such ¢learanses were
establiched, provided, however, thut such equipment shall be nmoved
in o nenner or under condivions of adequate precaution and pro-
vided, furtner, that o stotement ol the genercal plan by waich the
carrier will undertake to exercise such precaution shall be filed
by the carrier with and sublect to the approval of the Commission.

. (») If, iz a particular case, exemption Lrom any 9% the. ree
Quirements herein is desired, the Commission will consider the ap-
plication of a carxier Ifor such exenptlion when accompanied by &
Dll ctatenent of <the condi‘*onu exisving and the »easons -why such
exempilon iz asked. % is o be understood that any exemption so
granved shall be limitea To the particular case covered by tre
applicatio

The Conmmission reserves the right to nodify any of the
provisions of these rulec in specific cuaces when, in the Commis=
sion®s opinion, public interest would be cexved by so doing.

This order supercedes all regulations covering cleur=
arces of tracks, rollroads and street rallrouds or stmuctures to
such tracks cozstructed or reconstructed zubsequent to the of~
Tective date hereof, neretofore promulgated under title -TGenexal
Order Ko. 287, "General Order No. 36=A", ™General Order Wo. 26—3"
and TSeotion- 61.(3) of General Order No. 64m,

This order chall be effective on and after 4vril 1, 1927, "

Lpproved aind dated at Sanm "rancivco, Cali*orni“, uhis,25'
day of Maxch, 1927,

mow COMIIISSION OF THE STIATE OF &LIFOPN’IA-,
3y E. G. MAEHEWSON
Seoretary.




