
Decision No. 

BEFORE ~BE RAILROAD COMMISSION OP 

) 
In the Matter of th~ Application of ) 
T2E' COUNTY OF NUA for Sll ord.er ) 
authorizing the construction of a ) 
public street or oroasing over the ) Ap~11cation No. l3, 614. 
traoks of the San Fra~cieco, N~~a ) 
and C~11stoga Railway. ) 
-------------------------------) 
BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ...... --~-.....,.. 
The Board of Su~ervieors of the County of Napa. state of 

Cal1fornia, filed the above entitled application with the Commission 

on the 17th day of March, 1927, asking for authority to construct a 

public crossing in Jeffe=son Street, also known as Calistoga Avenue 

at grado across tho track 0'2 the S&:l Francisco, Nape. and Oalistoga 

Eailw~y near the northwesterly city limits of Napa~ as hereinafter 

set forth.. 
The =atter of constructing this crossing wae beforo the 

Commission in APplication No. 12338, an application filed by the 

~apa Union £igh School District, and ~cision No. 17820 thereon 

shows that while the Commission was of the opinion from the record 

1.n that proceeding that the orossing should be opened for the use' 

of the school it appeared fro~ the evidence taken at the hes.rtng 

held before Examiner Austin at Napa on September 22t 1926, that 

the croasing lay entirely wi thin the county highway',. Jefferson 

Streot, and was therefore outSide the jurisdiction of the Board of ' 

Trusteos of the Napa Union Righ,School District and Ullder the 
jurisdiction of the Board of SU);)e=vi:30rs of Napa County. Under 

·>·~l ". . ., , 



said Decision NO. 1'7820, Application NO. 12338 was dismissed 

without -prejudice to the institu.tion ot a new 'Proceeding by 'the 

Eoard of Supervisors. ~he pending prooeeding is suoh a~p1icat1on. 

The application sets forth the following: 

The High School has an average daily attendeno. of 460; 

night school i8 held five nights a week with an attendanoe of ~rom 

100 to 150 and public meet~ngB are also held wee~ly at night with 

an attendance of about 1000 persons. School hours are from 8:30 

A.M. to noon and from 1:00 ~.M. to from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. Trains 

$Xe operated. in this vicinity at about 8:20, 8:55 and ll:13 A.M~ 

and at 12:l6, 1:26, 3:12 and 4:00 P.M. Night trains are operated 

northbound at '7:03 and 9:19 P.M. and southbound at 8:06 P.M. There 

are nine trains 'each way daily, of which '7 are ~asBenger trains 

and 2 aro freight trains. ~here are also about six extra trains 

per week. 
In DeCision No. 17820, the Commission expressed the fol-
. , 

lowing opinion as to protection at this orossing: 
~The view at the proposed crossing is Unobst~cted 

for traffic in both directions but traffic on Jefferson 
Avenue is parallel to the railroad and a driver mnst 
look back to see cars ap~roaching the crossing from the 
same direction. Under ordinary conditions standard 
crossing sign protection would appear all that would be 
necessary for a crossing of this character, but due to the 
kind of traffic here and the fsct that trains are operated 
over this track at approximatelY the time of opening and 
closing sO.hool, 1 t would appear to require further :pro-
tection during certain hours. The high school authorites 
stated that a man might be made available to proteot the 
crossing during the hours school is taking up or letting 
out and such protection seems a.dvisable. IT 

. 
There appears to be no reason why this opinion should be 

changed. Said San FranciSCO, Napa and Calistoga Railway has Signi-

fied by letter that it has no objection to the construction of 

sa.id crossing at grade and it appears to this Commission that the 

present proceeding is not one in which a. public hearing is neoessary; 
that it is Dei ther reasonable nor practicable at this time t·o =provide 

a. grade separation or to avoid a grade croszing with said track at 

the pOint mentioned in this application, and that this a:pplicstion 
232 



• 
should be granted, subject to the conaitions hereinafter s~ec1t1ed. 

I~ IS HEREEY CRDERE~ that p~iss1on and authority be 
:md it is hereby granted to the Board of SUpervisors of t:c.e County 

or .tf8.l)a., State or Caliro:t'Il.ia.. to construct a. public crossing fi'om 

the :paveO- :portion of ,j efierson Street to the ground.s 0'£ the l~S.pa. 

u·tion F.1,gh School u!'strict at grade across the tracks of the San 

~~2ncisco ~a~ and Ca.listoga ~ail\~y at a ~oint about 780 feet 

north of the center line of Lincoln Avenue as-ahown by the map o~ 
the High School Grounds atta.ched to the application. 

~he a.bove crossing shall be identified as Crossing No. 

70-16.27. 

S~d crossing sho.ll. be constrJ.cted sub~eet to the tollow-

ing conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire expense ot constructing the crossing shall 

be borne by applicant. 'J:he cost of maintenance of those portions 

of said crossing outside ot lines two (2) teet outside of the outside 

rc.ils shall be borne by a:pplic311t. :elle maintenance ot that po:rtion 

ot the crossing between lines two (2) feet outside the outside rails 

shall be borne by the San It'rs.neiseo :Napa and. Co.listoga Railway. ~o 
, 

~ortion ot the cost herein assesse~ to applicant tor the eonstruc~1on 

o~ maintenance o! said crossing shSll be assessed by applicant, in 

any manner whatsoever, -to the operative ~roperty of said San ~~ne1seo 

Napa. and (;e.listoga !{ailway. 

(2) ~he crossing shall be constructed of a width not less 

than twenty-tour {24} teet nor more than thirty-five (35) teet and 
- . 

at an angle of ninety (90) degrees to the railroad and with grades 

of ~pproachnot greater than two (2) per cent; s~ll be constructed 
substantially in accordance with St2ndard ~o. 3, as specified in 
~neral Order ~o. 72 of this Commission; shall be protected by a 

suitable cross1ng sign and shall in every way be made safe tor the 
2:33 
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,assage thereon o~ vehicles an~ other road traffic. 

(3) Said crossing shall be ~rotected by a watc~ during 

the hou:s ot 8:00 A.~. to 8:45 A.~. and 11:45 A.~. to 1:15 F.M. at 

the expense ot applicant or other proper public author1ties. 

(4) .A.:pplica:c.t sha.n, Within thirty (30) d~s therea.ttej~, 

notity this Comm1ssio~ inw.ri t ing, ot the com:pletion ot the instal.-

lstion ot said crossing. 
(5) It said crossing shall not have been installed within 

one year trom the date of this orde~, the authorization herein 

granted shall then lapse and become VOid, unless further time is gr~t­

ed by subsequent order. 
(6) ~he Co~ss1on reserves the right to make such further 

orders relative to the location. construction, o~eration. maintenance 

s.nd pro teet10n ot said crossing as to it may seem right and proper 

~d to revoke its permission if, in its judgment, the public conven-

ience and necessity demand SQch action. 
~he authority herein granted shall become effective on the 

date hereof • 

.JJa.ted at San ,t":rancisco,. (;aJ.1torni3" this 30 ~ d.e:1 ot 

!Larch, 1927. 


