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:BEFORE TEE RAILROAD CWMISSION OF TEE STATE O'P CALIFOF.NI..L. 

, 
In the Katter ot t.b.e Application 
ot the Board of Supervi8or8 of 
San ta Cruz CO'llD. t:v to 0 ona truo t 
& rQsd crossing under the. traoks 
of Souther.n Paoif1c Company in the 
vicini"t7 of Aptos. 
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Application Xo. 13109. 

DaTid C. Clark, Deputy District Attorney, for ~pplioant. r. w. i1elke and George W. Smith, for South«rn Paoifio 
" Comp~. 

& J. :B1a8, for Seaol1tt Compan:y. 

BY !rBE OOlDaSSIOll: 

OPINION 
-.-.--.--~ 

~1. applioat1on, which 1B filed in the for.m of a Viewera 
Petition &s proVided in Seotion 2694 of the Political Code, propose. 

the oonstruotion of a public road underneath the traok of Southon 

Paoif10 Company in the Vio1n1ty of ,Aptos. In aooordanoe with the pro-

ViSion. of the Political Code, & publio hearing waB held. in the room. 

of the Board of Superyiaora at Santa Crus on September 28th, 1926, 

betore Examiner ~uat1n. 

!!!he road covered b:v this peti tion 18 proposed aa an al ter-

nate route for a short seotion of the ma1n Santa cruz-Watsonville 

Rlg.b.wa:v through a reoently d.eveloped aub-div1sion known as Sea Cl1tt 

Park. !his sub-diVision, which lies immediately,west of Apt~8 Creek, 

tronts on Monterey Ba:y for & d.1stance of a mile or more and extend. 
back to the adjaoent foothillB. It i.' tra!us·ed by the Southern Pao-. ,/" 

, ,..-
1fio CompaD7' 8 Santa Cruz :Branch in add1 t10n to the ma1n Count1 B1gh .. 



way mentioned above, the r81lrosd raxm1ng s.pproximately parallel to 

and a quarter mile d1stan t from the shore llne of the bq and the h1gh-

WQ' 18 still hrther lnland.. In approa.ehlng from Santa Crus towa:r4 

the easterly side of the Sea Cllff property in the v101ni ty of the 

road ahege proposed ln thie s.pplios.t1on,the main hlghwa;y turns to-

ward th. shore line and approaches the ra11road traCk at approX1m&te. 

1y .. right angle and orosses the traok under the weat approaoh of 
the atee1 brldge oarrying the railroad acroe8 the ~pto. creek ravine. 

Immed1atel;y after oross1ng under the railroad bridge the highway 

make. an extreme1l" sbarp ourve to the left and er 088es the oreek on 

a wooden atruotur. wh10h 18 parallel and adjacent to but at a lower 

e1ention than the railroad bridge. T:b.e h1ghws.,. continues along the 

80utherly side of the tr&ok through the town of Aptol and thenae 

eaaterll" to watsonville. 

The dangerous 4urve at the undergrade orossing at Aptoa 

Creek haa been the oause of many accidents and several deaths. ~e 

creek banks at the end of the right &Dgled ourve are steep and preolpl-

tous and vehicles failing to :nake the ourve plunge over the bank which 

makes & sheer drop of forty or fifty feet to the bed of the oreek. 

!hi. highW&7 oarries a great d.~al. ot through travel and. &8 tbl' a'tl%'-

roundillg oO\1l'ltr,. has man;r beaoh and mountain resorts, muoh of thl. 

traTel is un:tami,11ar wi th local llaz8.l"da. 7o:r: m&nl" year a the 0 ount," 

has oonsidered the des1rab1l1 ty of improving, the highW'Q' al1gnmen t 

at this undergrade crossing. ~. neces81ty of renew1ng the timber 

bridge over Aptos creek requires a solution o~ the problem in the 

very near :fUture and &s the manner and location 01 the railroad 

crossing has considerable bear1ng on the design o~ the new bridge. 

the OO'Ollt,. i8 anxioua to arr1 ve at some 8olution for 1l1'lJ)roV1ng the 

approaoh to the underoro881ng. 

~. alternate route o~tered by the'road propo8ed in the 
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Vi •• era Petit10n now before tho Commission i8 one such solution. 

'Under this plan, a new road would d1 verge trom the exist1 Dg highway 

at a point about 4000 teet toward Santacruz :!rom the present und.r-

grade croseing and would pass d1agonall~ across the Sea eli!! Park 

holdings and under the railroad traok at a point some 2000 feet weat 

of th& present orossing where topographioal conditions appear taTor-

able to the construction of & subway_ hom th1s new undercro88ing, 

the road would turn through a CUl"ve of somewhat longer r&41'O.8 than 

'the one at the present 8ubway into a street of the Sea Oliff aub-

div18ion and parall.l the track to 8 connection with the .Xisting 

road in the vioini't7 of J.pto. Creek. Thia plan 18 sponsored by the 

promoters of Sea Oliff Park who have offered to donate the right-of-

way and porform the nec.ssary grading and dr81D8.ge work, the oount7 

to assume ita share of the subwq cost and to pave the road.. 

It is not proposed, however, to abandon the exiat1ng ro&4 

between the termini of the new road and there appears to be consider-

able doubt that the existing route wi th its dangerous undergrade curv-

ed approach could be abandoned, although there 18 80me evidence that 

another connecting road could be co~struoted whioh might permit C108-

ing the o.ro88ing. 

~er. appears to be a question in the mindS of most of the 

w11ll •• aea in We proce.ding 808 to whether thi8 new road is the proper 

solution ot tJle problem and at least two of the three viewers appoint-

ed b~ the count,y to inspect and report on the route of the proposed 

road stated that they believed & better method of 1mpr~v1ng the dan-

gerous undergrade curved approach was possible. 

~ plan illustrating one suoh method was introduced at the 

hearing. ~is plan provides for a highway bridge orossing Apto8 Creok 

under tile railroa.d structure but at an angle of about tb.1rt~ degr •••• 

!1!he present ra.1lroad span i8 of dec'k truss construction. 125 feet in 
lengtb., and in order to obtain properel'earanee tor the highway & 

through span of similar length would have to be substituted. .No coat 
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estimates o~ carrying out this plan are avail~ble ~rom the ~resent 

recorCl. but the work woulc.. probably be Q:.u1 te expensi va. 

~though these two pl~s a~e the only ones which ~ve 

been ?=esented to the Commission, it m~ be that other plans ot 

merit, could be developed through thorough e!lg1neeri:c.g study by 

~he interested parties. 

There can be but little do~bt that a ~ngerous condition 

ey~sts at ~he present un~ergrade orossing of the hieh~y with the 

~ilroad tr~ck, and the Commission believes t~t SOJ::le steps should 

be taken to af~ord relief. ~e instant proceeding is not one un-

der which the Cocmission o~ Drooeed to grant authority to correot· 

the oonditions ~t this location as th~ matter at present before us 

is conSideration of ~ Viewers Petition seeking the aotion of the Com-

=ission prescribed in Sec. 2694 of the ?olitic~ Code ~nd concerns 

J::lerely the opening of a new road under the traok in Sea Cli~t Park. 

It appears, however, that the real issue is no~ so much the open-

ing ot ~his new road aoross the tracks as it is the correotion ot 

~~erous oonditions at an existing ~ossing and that the present 

a?plioation oovers b~t one suggeste~ method o~ correoting those 

con~itions. We believe tb.s.t 'before either the CO'lln-cy or the r::l.il-

roa~ oomp~ is committed to a single solution of the problem the 

relative merits of other methods ot correoting the condit1on be 

given proper oons1der~t10n. ~o that en~, it is reoommended that a 

comprehensive proceeding be brought betore the Co~ission under whioh 

'the Comoission !.'lay be at liberty to determine what, if an.y, method 

ot relief trom the oondi tiOllS oomplai!lcd of shall be oarl'ied. out e.nd 

to a~portion 'the oost of suoh ohanges to the grade separation be-

tween the interested parties. 

The present application w11~, therefore, be dismissed 

without prejudice, but it the interested Darties do not,within a 
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reason~ble tiQ~ bring such a prooeeding as outline~ above before 

the Conmizsion, or otherwise enter upon some me~ns o~ relief, the 

Cocmission itself may on its own motion institute an i~vestig~tion 
and nake such orders as ap~ear necessary_ 

ORDER 

The BoS.:::-c1 ot Supervisors ot santo. Cruz. County, hc.villg 

filed with this Co~ission, under the provisions ot Seotion 2694 

of the Politico.l Code of CoJ..ifornia., a certified oopy of a :get1-.. 
tion of ~eeho1dero of said Coun~y for the oonstruction ot ~ oer-

tain roa.~t together with a oertified copy or the order of the Board 

of Supervisors appointing viewers to view s~id ro~c1, which road 

o:'ossas the trc.clc :Jon:!. right-of-way ot S,outhern Pacific Company in 

the vicinity of .!.;p1;OS p ::l. public heo.ring having been held, the Com-

~ission being :J.~prised otche :fa.cts, the Qatter being under submis-

sion and rea~ tor deoision, therefore 

IT IS 5EP~BY ORDERED that the a.bove entitled ~roeeeding 

be am it is hereby dismissed. Withou.t preju.dice. 

~ted at San Francisco, Co.lii'ornia, this 1-~ d:ly ot 
0~~~ 
-4:Jv; 1927. 
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